HISTORY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1950
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
The mid-point of the 20th-century found Myron Avery continuing the energetic focus on Maine
that he began in 1949. This year brought the greatest volume of correspondence between 1927
and 1952. (Avery wrote 23 letters on April 25 alone!) It seems that he had a sense that his days
were numbered, and he worked diligently to place the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in as secure
a position as he could, while he could, compiling lists of all of the equipment stored throughout
the state, updating member lists, and issuing meticulous instructions for what he saw as needing
to be done. Avery was now working in the Pentagon and the beginning of the Korean War in
July greatly increased his load. One of the greatest accomplishments of the year was the rebuilding of the cable bridge across the West Branch of the Penobscot River.
These final transcriptions have been burdened by a return, after years of respite from the Walter
Greene letters, to a new generation of correspondents who could not type. Louis Chorzempa,
Assistant Overseer of Trails and then Overseer for Western Maine, with whom I worked for
years, wrote long, detailed hand-written letters. Sidney Tappan, whom Avery appointed in 1952
as Overseer for Eastern Maine, was incredibly dedicated to writing frequently, verbosely, and all
by hand. Roy Fairfield, who succeeded Avery as MATC President (and who signed my first
membership card) typed, except during the summer when he was at his cabin on the Maine
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Coast. Unfortunately, he was working to complete his PhD through this whole period and
exhibited the frugality that I can relate to, despite (or perhaps because of) his position as a junior
Bates faculty member, and used old exam papers for his carbon copies. When these were
photocopied, the exam side of the pages “bled through” and obscured much the text of his letters.
I have a separate collection of documents from Fairfield’s files, so between the originals in the
Library Annex and these files I have been able to improve the transcriptions. The good news was
that Harold Dyer, Supervisor of Baxter State Park, who had sent Avery many hand-written letters
in previous years, obtained a typewriter, apparently a gift from Avery or the ATC.
The 23 April 1950 meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club was the first of the April annual
meetings that continue to this day, most of them at Bates College. Delegates at that meeting
decided that a summer meeting of the Club should be held on 19,20 August at Moxie Pond and
that the meeting would be combined with a week-end of work. War pressure prevented Avery
from attending and Jean Stephenson handled much of the preparation. In September, Avery and
Seymour Smith surveyed the situation on the Barren-Chairback Range and then cleared the Trail
to standard from where Sidney Tappan had finished, one-half mile below the Penobscot West
Branch, to the Kokadjo-B Pond Road. Avery decided that the combination of lumbering, down
timber and dead birch had produced the situation where the Trail on the south end of the BarrenChairback Range had become too difficult for travel. Avery and Smith blazed a detour along the
north slope of Fourth and Barren Mountains.
The gates were closed on Long Falls Dam late in 1949 and in 1950. Flagstaff Lake was created
as the flowage behind the dam expanded. Helon Taylor blazed a relocation for the A.T. around
the new lake shore and Central Maine Power Co. donated $100 to pay for the clearing. Jack
Clark reported on the development of the Sugarloaf Ski Area, noting that he did not believe there
would be any interference with the Appalachian Trail. (Within 10 years, the “Tote Road” ski trail
was cleared along the route of the A.T. During spring skiing, I could see white blazes on
boulders along the ski trail.)
The University of Maine Outing Club made a work trip to the Trail between Blanchard and
Moxie Pond in May, apparently believing (incorrectly) that it had been assigned this section for
maintenance. Despite this awkward beginning, the MOC has maintained a portion of this section
to this day. During the year, Helon Taylor was made Supervisor of Baxter State Park, as Harold
Dyer became the Maine Director of State Parks. On 12 June, Avery was shocked to receive a
letter from John W. Clark, Overseer of the Trail, that he had to resign due to increased business
commitments. Avery thereafter assumed a dual role as MATC President and Overseer of Trails.
MATC Director Lawson Reeves continued to provide advice to Avery as to how the MATC
should be organized and run and participated heavily, along with Publicity Director Jean
Stephenson, in publicizing the Appalachian Trail in Maine. He and other directors made much
use of a new collection of Kodachrome slides of the Trail in Maine to develop interest in the
Trail.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 3, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Jean Stephenson.
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Dear Miss Stephenson:
I am checking to see if you had heard from Mr. Whooley, of the Rangeley newspaper? The
secretary of the Fish and Game Ass. said Whooley had been in to see him the first of Dec. and
had told him that he had had a letter from somebody from the A.T. Last night I called on the
manager of the theatre at Rangeley in regards to my showing the slides at the theatre in
connection with the shows there Sunday March 19th. I spoke to him about Whooley and he said
that he is being crowded very badly for time, that he was having difficulty getting material in,
that he knew it would be appreciated and would be published. Therefore, I would suggest that if
you have not heard from Mr. Whooley, that you send the copy to him immediately, together with
a couple of the best photos. The Boston Show starts the first week of Feb. Usually, at the same
time it might be well to suggest that he publish a series of short articles in the summer editions of
the paper.
I have not heard from either you or Myron as to what you can do in regards to literature to pass
out at the Rumford Sportsmen Show and the Rangeley Theatre.
Mrs. Jacobs has confirmed the dates of the reservation of the slides for me.
January 5, 1950
MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CLUB
I am enclosing, in order to get the benefit of suggestions for revisions or additions, the first draft
of the 1950 Supplement to the Guidebook. Its appearance is, of course, conditioned upon a
definite commitment with respect to the Cable Bridge. I have followed up my letter to Mr.
Nutting, suggesting that I would be in Maine the weekend of January 21st if it would advance
matters.
Please let me have your suggestions prior to the end of January.
Myron H. Avery
Enclosure: Draft of 1950 Supplement

1950
SUPPLEMENT
TO
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE
March 1950

The 1950 SUPPLEMENT is accumulative to and does not supersede the 1949 SUPPLEMENT.
(The 1949 SUPPLEMENT supersedes all previous SUPPLEMENTS.) Both the 1949 and 1950
SUPPLEMENTS have been mailed to purchasers of the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE, whose addresses are registered with the Appalachian Trail Conference and
who returned the slip forwarded with the 1948 SUPPLEMENT.
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STATUS OF GUIDEBOOK
The loose-leaf format of the Maine Guidebook is premised upon periodic reissuing of Guidebook
sections where conditions have materially changed. The 1949 SUPPLEMENT (pages 3 to 6,
incl.) lists all the issued revised pages, the insertion of which makes the Fourth Edition of the
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE currently correct. While there are
numerous revised pages, it has been thought that users of the GUIDE would prefer the labor of
substituting the revised pages to purchasing more frequently a new edition at an enhanced cost
due to substantial increases in printing expenses. To assure its correctness, each owner of the
Maine GUIDE should check his volume with the 1949 SUPPLEMENT.
KATAHDIN REPRINT
The volume of inquiries, resulting from the appearance in 1949 of articles on the Appalachian
Trail in magazines of national circulation, exhausted the separately-issued KATAHDIN
REPRINT section of the Maine GUIDE. This section has been revised, expanded and reprinted.
It is enclosed herewith and should be substituted for the material on Katahdin in the Fourth
Edition of the Guidebook. To accomplish this substitution, remove pages 46a to 172b (First
Revision, 1947) and substitute the new reprint, which contains a separate index.
_________________________________
1950 SUPPLEMENT to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, COPYRIGHT,
1950, by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., Augusta, Maine, and 1916 Sunderland Place,
N.W., Washington 6, D.C.
There is contained, as Map No. 2, in the KATAHDIN REPRINT a second edition of Map No.
3B, The Traveler, which was sent to all purchasers of the Maine GUIDE. There is also included a
very much expended, geographically, revised Map No. 3, The Katahdin Region. The new map
covers the entire area between the Penobscot East Branch and the Penobscot West Branch, for
which there is no map available. Increased travel, beyond the limits of the former The Katahdin
Region Map, has indicated the need which this map remedies. Since it is the first edition of the
expanded new map, it has been concluded advisable to issue it as a “one-color" map. With the
benefit of corrections and revisions, it is contemplated that the map will be reissued in two colors
as was former Map No. 3.
The KATAHDIN REPRINT is to include the U.S. Geological Survey Katahdin Quadrangle. The
original Quadrangle was re-surveyed and revised in 1949. Consequently, it represents the most
accurate and authoritative map of the KATAHDIN Region. With it available, any effort to
duplicate its features is an unnecessary expense; furthermore, the result of such duplication
would be an inferior product. Since the Quadrangle has not yet been printed by the U. S.
Geological Survey, it is necessarily omitted from the copy of the KATAHDIN REPRINT here
forwarded. A copy will be sent forward as soon as it becomes available.
MAPS
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Map No. 4, Katahdin to East branch of Pleasant River, referred to in the 1949 SUPPLEMENT, is
enclosed herewith. This is a two-color revision of the existing map in the fourth Edition of the
Maine Guidebook. This map is printed on the new Army Wet Strength paper which is resistant to
wear and moisture.
NESOWADNEHUNK CABLE BRIDGE
The damage to the south end of this bridge, in the winter of 1948-49, interposed a severe
obstacle to Trail travel in Maine. To cross the Penobscot West Branch in 1949, it was necessary
to make arrangements with Twin Pine Camps at Daicey Pond to be ferried across the River. The
pulpwood drives rendered any attempt to ford the River extremely hazardous. Fire difficulties in
Maine have precluded any earlier restoration. The rebuilding of the bridge was approved in
October 1949 by the Governor and Council of Maine.
The rebuilding of the bridge has been definitely authorized. It is scheduled for completion by
_______________. Its completion will be publicized.
Travelers, who are contemplating extended trail travel in Maine prior to August and who wish to
obtain definite word as to the status of the repairs, should send inquiry to the Maine Guidebook
Editor (care of The Appalachian Trail Conference, 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington,
D.C.).
TRAIL CONDITIONS
During 1948 and 1949, intensive efforts were made to accomplish a complete restoration to the
pre-war standard of the Appalachian Trail in Maine. This project was carried on through the use
of volunteered trail work, paid trail crews and contract work performed by the Maine Forest
Service. As a result, the entire Trail in Maine (with the exception of three very short sections
which present no difficulty) was completely reworked in 1949. This maintenance program will
be carried on in 1950. As a consequence, travel on The Appalachian Trail in Maine should once
again afford a very satisfactory experience.
White Cap – Yoke Ponds Section
This section, which had been closed to travel, has been completely restored. It was repainted and
intensively cleared in June 1949. All lumbering interference has been eliminated. The H. & W.
lumber operations in this locality extended thru the two miles of Trail east of Third West Branch
Pond. There will be no further interference in this area unless the H. &. W. Lumber operations
extend high up in the spruce growth on the north slope of White Cap above the junction with the
blue-blazed side trail to West Branch Ponds Camps.
Barren-Chairback Range
The 1948-49 St. Regis Paper Company's operations extended along Barren Mtn. from the
Raytown Townline west to Long Pond Stream. All lumbering interference has subsequently been
eliminated, however, and the Trail intensively remarked. Unfortunately, in this area, only a mile
and a third of the original coniferous forest over the summit of Barren Mtn. escaped lumbering
operations; the remainder was intensively cut. It does afford, however, extensive and farreaching views, and ends the interference of the St. Regis Paper Company with the A.T. on the
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Barren-Chairbaek Range. The upper portions of the blue-blazed side trail from the A.T. down to
Mountain View Camps may be affected by future operations but the remaining virgin timber
along the A.T. will be unaffected. This will serve as a reminder of the tragedy of the loss of this
forest.
Sugarloaf – Saddleback Mountains Section
The 28 miles of Appalachian Trail between Bigelow Village and Maine Highway 4 were the
subject of intensive trail-clearing in 1949 and will be repeated in 1950. This area traverses
Sugarloaf, Maine's second highest mountain, Spaulding and Saddleback Mtns., where several
miles of open ledges present some of the Arctic aspects of Katahdin. From Bigelow Village to
Orbeton Stream the Trail is maintained by Lawson Reeves and associates of Dryden, Maine.
From Orbeton Stream to the fire tower on Saddleback Mtn,, the maintenance is cared for by
Bronson Griscom of Long Island, New York and Phillips, Maine. The Bates Outing Club section
commences at Saddleback.
There are four lean-tos in these 28 miles.
Previously, the Redington Pond Camps on Orbeton Stream afforded accommodations midway
this section. These Camps have been purchased by the Kennebec Lumber Company which, in
1950, will commence lumber operations in the region. The road from Maine Highway 16 to the
Redington Pond Camps has been improved but is now barred to the general public and the Trail
is no longer accessible, by automobile, at Redington Pond. The Trail route will not be affected
but there will no longer be accommodations between Bigelow Village and Maine Highway 4.
It is anticipated that a blue-blazed side trail will be constructed in 1950 from the Spaulding
Mountain Lean-to to Mt. Abraham.
The traverse of these 28 miles will involve a pioneering camping trip through a little-frequented
section. It is particularly recommended for these who wish to traverse the most remote, wildest
and rugged portion of The Appalachian Trail in Maine and are competent to deal with the
conditions to be encountered. At least three days should be allowed for the traverse.
Side Trails
The Gulf Hagas, Joe Mary Mountain, and C Pond Bluff side trails have not been recleared in the
past three years.
ACCOMMODATIONS
William Dore has sold his interest in Mountain View Camps. The new proprietor is Harold K.
Haley, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
The new proprietor of Little Lyford Pond Camps is H. B. Zesiger. The road to these camps is
impassable beyond the outlet of Big Lyford Pond (telephone box here); the proprietor meets his
parties at road forks just beyond the outlet.
The West Branch Ponds Road (H. & W. along the north slope of White Cap) is barred by a
locked gate at its junction (9.3 m.) with the “Frenchtown Road”; guests of West Branch Ponds
may use the road.
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The Redington Pond Camps have been purchased by the Kennebec Lumber Company and
accommodations are no longer available at Redington Pond. See section, Sugarloaf-Saddleback
Mountains.
The status of Antlers Camps on lower Joe Mary Lake, the unexpected closing of which, during
1949, inconvenienced trail travelers, has not been determined. Hikers, planning to stay at
sporting camps, should determine the situation in advance. Very satisfactory alternative
accommodations can be obtained through arrangements with Haynes Buck Horn Camps at the
dam between Middle and Lower Joe Mary Lakes, to be met by motor canoe at Antlers Camps or
at the "sand beach” on the north shores of Lower Joe Mary Lake. A return to the same point by
boat permits the traveler to make the scheduled itinerary, using the sporting camps. To avoid
misunderstanding and unfortunate experiences, it is essential that very definite arrangements be
made as to the time of being met at Antlers Camps. Parties, who request this service and fail to
meet their commitment, must expect to compensate Buck Horn Camps for the expense involved,
Telephone messages can be sent to Buck Horn Camps from the sporting soaps on The
Appalachian Trail on each side of Lower Joe Mary Lake.
LEAN-TOS
The Sugarloaf Mountain Lean-to, which was damaged by a fallen tree, has been repaired through
the activities of Lawson W. Reeves and Helon N. Taylor.
THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
The annual meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club will be held at Bates College at
Lewiston, Maine, on April 23, 1950. Interested individuals will he welcome at this meeting. The
Club’s Constitution has been amended so as to provide a dues-paying type of membership.
Applicants should forward an application with check ($3.00) to the Club’s Secretary, Stanley B.
Attwood, Box 166, Lewiston, Maine. The Club’s Officers elected in 1949 are:
President:

Myron H.Avery
4531 - 45th Street, N.W., Washington 16, D.C.

Secretary:

Stanley B. Attwood
Box 165, Lewiston, Maine

Treasurer:

Miss Marion Park
1228 Eye Street, N.W., Washington 5, D.C.

Overseer of Trails:

John W. Clark
South Windham, Maine

Director of Publicity Miss Jean Stephenson
1228 Eye Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
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Directors:

Prof. William H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine
Ben L. Hadley Bar Harbor, Maine
Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College Lewiston, Me.
Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine

There has been prepared a lantern slide lecture for The Appalachian Trail in Maine. The lecture
consists of one hundred Kodachrome slides with accompanying lecture text. Payment of express
charges (valuation $300.00) in both directions and use of a forced draft projector are
requirements for obtaining use of the lecture. Inquiry should be made to The Appalachian Trail
Club Slide Custodian, Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs, 4718 Bethesda Avenue, Bethesda 14, Maryland.
January 6, 1950. Newspaper Article by Betty Potter: Maine Skiing Outlook Dark but
Cranmore Mountain Possibility.
The ski outlook for Maine this winter couldn’t look better, but snow conditions for this weekend
couldn’t look any worse. The rainstorm Wednesday and Thursday washed out all the base left by
last weekend’s storm.
Things are never as bad as they look however and there will be skiing at Cranmore Mountain at
North Conway. Remembering last year’s freak storms, Hannes Schnieder saved a few slopes
from the many skiers that thronged North Conway last weekend, and as a result there is some
snow left. The cold weather Friday froze the slopes up again, and though the skiing may be
sketchy, it will be better than nothing.
Last weekend the Farmington Ski Club, boasted the only skiing in Maine. They had large crowds
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, and the skiers worked Saturday and Sunday packing the slopes.
Had there been a snowstorm this weekend, they would have had excellent skiing.
Many improvements have been made at Farmington during the summer including such major
work as large additional area of slope cleared and bulldozed, beginners’ tow rebuilt and
lengthened, work begun on clearing the Wes Marco Slalom Slope, heated rest rooms built near
the parking area, and the parking area and road improved.
The tows will operate on Wednesday afternoons and all day Saturday and Sunday plus holidays.
Wes Marco of Bath will again give instruction on Saturday and Sunday. The area boasts a 1100
foot tow, a 600 foot tow, a large open slope area completely bulldozed and seeded, three trails
and a lodge. The entire slope is lighted for night skiing, and tows will operate Wednesday,
Friday, and Saturday evenings.
Three new developments in Maine have been announced this year. Two new tows, 1300 foot and
800 foot, have been erected at Baker Mountain in Bingham with two trails, open slopes, and a
new ski lodge. The tows will run weekends and holidays.
Another new development has been opened at Black Cat Mountain in the Katahdin area, they
feature a 1500 foot tow.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1950 - Compiled by David Field – Page

8

The third area is at Sugar Loaf mountain where a mile long trail has been bushed out to a fifty
foot width. The Sugar Loaf project when completed promises to be one of the best Ski Areas in
New England.
With such interest being shown throughout the State to develop new ski areas, it seems too bad
that the season is starting so late. Perhaps if all skiers would do a little praying this week, we’ll
have some snow conditions to report in Maine next weekend.
January 7, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Lawson Reeves
Dear Mr. Reeves:
I do not happen to have any of the new stationary available here but I do have a little while to
spare, so thought to improve it by answering some of the letters to which I have owed a reply for
some time.
I appreciate your immediate response to my inquiry for Louis Chorzemps’ [sic, should be
“Chorzempa”] address. It has been corrected on the records. I also sent to the Dryden address the
several communications which had been returned from Wilton.
The clipping about the Ski Development were particularly welcome as I had read some sketchy
details in the Kennebec Journal, and needed exactly the information contained in the clippings
you sent. I passed them on to Mr. Avery. He had picked up the information from the Ski News
and had already arranged with Mr. Clark to follow up the matter. So he was much pleased to
have the additional information you furnished.
I note that you have made your definite dates with Mrs. Jacobs for the slides. That is good, for
she has had quite a number of bookings, and after the January APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY
NEWS comes out, which carries an item saying such a collection is available, she will no doubt
get a good many more. John Clark has them in Portland this very week-end. I think I told you we
have written full descriptions to accompany each slide, so that a person can read from it and so
present a complete “lecture” on the Trail. I am preparing the three display posters, to be placed
on the wall or on tables when the slides are shown, so that persons in the audience can get the
information they want about the Trail without bothering the speaker after the meeting. Those are
not yet finished, but I think they will be done by the end of another week or two. Anyhow, I
think they will be ready for your talks, even if not for John Clark's. I want to get them to Roy
Fairfield, for his, particularly for the one at Farmington.
Of course, your "big date" is the Rumford Sportsmens Show. You will have the slides, and also
these posters, which I think will be very effective. At last the Conference has received from the
printer the new stock of the leaflet, The Appalachian Trail, (A.T.C. Publication No. 17). We will
send you 500 of those for the Rumford Show. I am also designing and will arrange to have for
you about a thousand (1,000) one sheet (probably folded so as to make a four-page leaflet),
unpretentious item, devoted primarily to the Trail in Maine and the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club. This will probably be prepared by hectograph, that is, in the green and purple ink used for
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the "report" sent out with the ballots. That can be made to look artistic and is not too expensive
for the present treasury.
Do you think these will serve your purpose? If you have any other ideas, let me know and I will
see what can be done.
On the publicity in the papers in connection with the Rumford show, I think it would be well for
you to initiate that yourself. If I can help with it, I will do so. However, it seems to me that you
will be in closer touch with things and can therefore see the papers, and see what they can use.
The people handling the Show might want to furnish the papers with all stories about it, rather
than have us do it for a special part of the affair. Please inquire about this, for we should be sure
that the Rumford and other towns around there carry a reference to your showing of slides, the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, and the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Please be sure to watch for and send to me copies of any items that do appear. I have begun a
“Publicity Scrapbook" in which I am pasting all items and would like to have it complete as far
as including everything that appears. I want to have it available at the meeting next April - which
after all is now only four months away. I might say the book is being opened with the items you
sent from the Lewiston paper on the meeting in October, followed by the other items you have
sent as to the activities of your group in the Wilton-Dryden area.
You asked about the Rangeley paper: I wrote them almost as soon as you first mentioned the
matter, but did not hear from them until late in November. Mrs. Whooley said they would use an
item if I sent it, and outlined the length (as I remember some 2500 words). She said they would
have to have it by December 15th at the latest. The letter was delayed in reaching me and then I
was ill but I got the article done and off to them, air mail, special, some five or six days before
December 15th deadline. I have heard nothing further so assume that it was received. I asked her
to send me a copy of the paper in which it appeared. It was quite a complete account of the
mountains in Western Maine, from Bigelow on, together with some account of the Trail in
general, and the Maine A.T.C. I had asked about pictures but she said that they could not use
than unless they were furnished in the form of mats or cuts already made for use in the paper. We
had no mats. We had a few cuts that might have done, but unfortunately they were not here, so I
could not get them by the deadline she had set. So I had to let the pictures go. I will write them
again to ask if they received the article, but I am sure they did as otherwise it would have been
returned.
This, I think, completed the number of items of unfinished business we have been discussing, I
have been quite rushed of late at my Navy office, so have not had a chance to get done some of
the things I had hoped. However, within another few weeks that rush will be over and then I am
to begin the newspaper campaign. In connection with that I have discussed details with the
Maine Development Commission and Maine Publicity Bureau and both will cooperate. So I
think things are under control.
January 9, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Roy P. Fairfield
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
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I don't see how time slipped away so fast, since your letter of December 21st arrived - but this is
my first chance to reply.
On the point of publicity, I think it will be best for you, who are in the area and in closer contact
with the newspapers, to handle the publicity, if you can do so. When something comes up where
you think I could do it for you, let me know, and I will act. Otherwise, I will assume that you
will care for the local publicity in connection with anything you undertake to do.
I don't want you to feel that I am "side-stepping" any work or responsibility, but as I see it, the
job of the Publicity Director is to coordinate publicity and to help the other officers get publicity
whenever they are in a position to do it. You will know the papers that might use notices of your
showing; you may have personal contacts with some of the people on them, and it will be much
better for you to utilize them than for me to try to handle it at long distance. I would suggest,
however, that you try to have a notice in about the event before it takes place, and by all means
see that they have full data immediately after it takes place.
Please send me a copy of any item, no matter how small, that appears in the papers about the
Trail or any showings of slides or other activities. I have started a "Publicity Scrapbook" and
hope to have varied items in it by April - and lots of 'em! When the news item appears as the
result of your personal efforts, please so indicate when sending it to me.
Mrs. Jacobs either has or will soon confirm your dates, for the slides. At present John Clark has
them. She will expect you to keep them until she tells you to return them or send them on to
someone else.
If I can prepare any stories for any of your papers, or you want help from me on any angle of the
matter, please let me know. I am certainly delighted with the energetic way in which you are
getting this type of publicity for the Trail and the Club.
January 9, 1950. Excerpt from letter of Dr. Lore A. Rogers, Patten, Maine. [Probably to
Myron Avery]
“***** believe that Charley MacDonald is living in Sherman Mills and I will make a point of
seeing him when I feel safe in venturing out in a car and will report what he can tell about
Hallowell's work. There is some trace of his trail to the South Branch ponds but certainly no
horses have been over it in recent years. It is quite distinct in the green woods soon after leaving
the pond and when it goes up the mountain but in the old burn we were unable to follow it. There
were evidences of recent spotting but not enough to really mark a trail. At the east end of Weed
Pond there was a rough bough shelter but no signs of horses and we did not notice any trail
although there may be one there in the direction of Traveler Pond.
"You probably know that there was a Tote road following Pogy Brook and continuing as far as
the South Branch Ponds. I heard about this road when we were first on Wassataquoik but no one
seemed to know why it was there or who had used it. There are still evidences of a road through
the notch but that is probably Palmer’s logging road.
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"I want to correct one statement in your letter to Williams which makes me some years younger
than I can claim. You say that I,--"with other members of his family have been so closely
connected with Katahdin history for almost half a century". I made my first trip to Katahdin in, if
I remember correctly, 1887 and we found there records left by my father and his brother nearly
30 years earlier.
"You are, of course, free to use any part of my letters which may be of interest to anyone. The
map referred to may very well have been made by C. E. Cobb, who is still superintendent of
schools at Oakfield, Maine, although he must now be in his 80’s. I am quite sure he had no
firsthand knowledge of that section."
Copy to Miss Stephenson
January 9, 1950. Myron Avery to David Godfrey, Williams & Heintz Co., Inc., 220 Eye
Street, N.W., Washington 2, D.C.
Dear Mr. Godfrey:
This letter is for the purpose of indicating the number of copies of Map No. 4, which are being
ordered by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
Enclosed is the corrected Van Dyke with indications of the needed changes. There are eleven
(11) to he made.
In the first instance, we will want 900 copies of the map, unfolded, without the extended
punched tab. We shall want 1,800 printed copies die-cut, that is with a tab, punched and folded
in the manner of the map which the present map supersedes.
Your notation of July 29th specifies the map is to be 75 per cent of the original manuscript. We
assume that the van Dyke proof sent us, which is 15” x 21” inside line, is the intended size of the
final map since this is the size of the present Map No. 4.
It is essential that the map be folded accordion fashion like the sample Map No. 4 previously sent
you. Please advise If you do not readily locate this map which is to serve as a model.
It is our understanding that the maps will be printed on 24-lb Army Wet Strength paper, in
keeping with the quotation of your letter of July 29th, 1949, which was $139.00 for 1,000 copies
and $195.00 for 2,000 copies.
When the work has been completed, please notify me so that we may arrange for delivery of the
maps at the Trail Conference Headquarters, at 1916 Sunderland Place, N. W., Washington, D. C.
The two Boards should be returned to this address. This office is not open during the day, hence
the necessity for making special arrangements.
The bill for this work is to he made out, as you are aware, I think, to the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, Inc., and sent to me.
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1000 copies folded to be sent Shenandoah Publishing House
Enclosure - Corrected Van Dyke
cc:

Miss Stephenson
Miss Hooker (Note: I will wish to discuss with you having the boards reflect the
corrections made by the engraver.)
Miss Park: (Note: The present charges, prior to this printing, assessed against this map
are:
$154.00 for printing names, preparing boards and preliminary work. (Bill has been paid)
12.00 for three Van Dykes (Bill has been paid)
195.00 for printing 2,000 copies
Total $361.00

This makes an average cost of $.18 per copy for 2,000 printed copies. If we add 3¢ for postage
and 3¢ for the envelopes, our minimum cost per map would be $.24.
Of course, we will not sell the entire 2,000 and, at 25¢ each, we would need to sell 1,440 to pay
the printer's hill of $361.00. At $.35 each, sale of 1,000 copies would repay the cost incurred.
The map does not contain any price but I am disposed to list it at Headquarters at 35¢ each when
it is sold separately. My thought is to keep the price low to stimulate the sale and use the map for
publicity but final decision will come from my "bosses" in the matter. Please bear in mind that in
the next edition it will be your responsibility to see that this map and the Katahdin reprint are
inserted in the items for sale in "Letters to Inquirers" and in No. 17.
January 10, 1950. Harold Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine., to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
This typewriter works like a charm but I find that I am a little bit rusty. 1 would say by looking at
the machine that it has had a complete overhaul. I am certainly pleased to have it.
My letter writing took a decided slump in the past two months and I find time now to do some
catching up. The photostats of the river surveys arrived some time back and I have already made
considerable use of them as a basis of determining elevations and flowage levels on Matagamon
Lake.
The Roaring Brook Job went along in good shape. We completed the ranger station except for
painting the interior. The parking lot was finished as were the loop roads through the
campground. This particular phase cost about double our estimates with a result that our program
will have to be moderated to that extent. All the sites were cleared for the leanto’s and the
sheltered tables, and the materials are on hand to build those in the spring We cut sills for six
shelters this fall and we will build these shelters (leanto’s) in the spring. We intend to add to
these later. We also have the materials on hand to build about 30 plank tables and as we get the
time, will round out the tent area by building shelter tops over about 15 of these.
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Public use was 15% over last season and now stands at 7,500 camper-nights. 1 have been having
a tough time to get the park authority together to consider rules and regulations. We went over a
rough draft last summer, and have no idea when the complete product will be available. We have
put out a little advance data which turned out to be premature in Public Parks.
The big wind did no damage to our setup but the Togue Pond camps lost quite a bit of roofing
and screening. We were forced to stop work with the crew the last week of November because of
snow. About two weeks later the weather moderated and up to now it has been relatively easy to
go almost anywhere on the park and travel on bare ground. The snow this weekend has closed up
the back roads.
{Many thanks for the book, The Jungle is Natural. I’ve always been thankful that I never got into
that type of country while in the service.}
January 11, 1950, Lawrence G. Wright, Pres., Fasteco Outing Club, State Teachers College,
Farmington, Maine, to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
We have set aside Tuesday, February 7, for a joint meeting of our two organizations. We are
having an open meeting so that any of our interested class mates may attend. We have a projector
which will take 2 x 2 slides and a screen. Would you please notify us when you plan to arrive so
that we may plan our meeting time. It is difficult for us to meet before seven o’clock due to
student workers. We are looking forward to a pleasant evening February 7.
January 11, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery and Jean Stephenson.
I am writing again to see if you cannot work out some means of providing some kind of free
literature to be distributed at the Sportsmen’s Snow in Rumford when the slides are shown? This
is only two months away and I am preparing the scenery for the booth. Every thing is
progressing satisfactory, but much of the effectiveness of the project will be lost without
literature to hand out. I realize that there is a lack of funds. I have always advocated that a small
inexpensive piece is more effective than a large expensive piece. Could you not get out a small
flyer printed on both sides? Or would it be possible to put out a four page mimographed folder? I
would expect that the mimeograph stencil and paper would cost as much as a one-sheet printed
flyer.
Besides the Sportsmen's Show, I have bookings at the regular moving picture theatre shows at
Rangeley for all shows on Sunday March 19th, the Wilton Knights of Columbus for the 12th, a
preview to our newly organized Wilton Outing Club, a show before the upper grades of the
public grammar school at Chisholm, and there might be others.
It would be too bad not to get the full benefits out of the Sportsmen’s Show for lack of publicity.
December 28, 1949 (Loafing at home with a cold); January 11, 1950 (at office with same
cold). Henry E. (Hank) Childs, 335 Pleasant Street, Rumford 16, R.I., to Jean Stephenson.
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My dear Jean:
Greetings from the Narragansett territory to the gang in the Appalachian Trail Conference, the
Potomac Appalachian Trail Conference [sic] and the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
I have recently received considerable information on the Maine Club and an appeal for aid in
raising funds.
I turned over the key papers to the Chairman of the Narragansett chapter of the A.M.C. and
requested two minutes for the Appalachian Trail Conference and another two for the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club at the annual meeting of the chapter. It was a festive occasion with an
interminable lecture on the world cruise of The Yankee—a sea level type of mountaineering!
Therefore, I made no attempt to collect and probably you have had no gifts nor offers of loans
from here.
Subsequently, the Chairman (Wendell Brown) suggested that the Chapter affiliate with the
Appalachian Trail Conference and that I be its official delegate. I said, ”0.K.” and suggested that
our local trails committee might benefit through an exchange of experiences, whereupon he put
me on our Committee on Trails. We operate a few miles in southwestern Rhode Island.
(1) What are the dues and procedure for Narragansett Chapter of A.M.C. to become a
member of Appalachian Trail Conference?
It is unlikely that this group is energetic enough to travel 150 - 200 miles to assume
responsibility for maintenance of the A. T. itself in Connecticut or Massachusetts. It is barely
possible (but also unlikely) that they would send a carfull to join the efforts in Maine. However,
our treasury is healthy and they should pay enough A. T. dues to give you a bit of aid.
(2) Maybe they could contribute for work in Maine in early summer the wages for a twoman patrol crew for a week (if hired by M.A.T.C. in Maine). How much would that be?
In future developments in Maine, I suggest the following:
(a) Harry Brock, Ocean Park, Maine, as a member. He has no cash to spare but has
climbed Katahdin with Ron Gower on a "week end from Boston"; is an inveterate camper at
Dolly Copp; and formerly a rock-climbing leader in Narragansett Chapter. He is a perfect type
for secretary, good at follow-ups and systematic attention to detail.
(b) The present Governor of Maine (by-passing the Baxter business) has some personal
interest in a program for training "Junior Maine Guides" at the private summer camps. Myron's
two sons attended Winona where they saw a little of the program although neither was eligible to
participate (too old or too young). I like the idea and think that it should be expanded.
Counselors train older campers to cook, handle canoes, axes, fish, clear trail, use compass, make
maps, etc. In August, a "Testing Camp” is held where the boys camp (without their counselors)
and are judged by a committee from the State. I don't know whether it heads up in Fish and
Game but think it more likely to be in Recreation or Publicity.
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If that state-sponsored undertaking could be induced to run its testing program on or near the A.
T. in western Maine, it might include more emphasis on actual trail clearance for A. T. of semipermanent value, experience to following the A. T. itself, which is not so beaten down in all
regions as the "boulevards" up the few mountains that campers usually climb. There might be
attempts to get camps to send small parties of their best hikers onto sections of wild A.T. ,
especially from Gorham over Mahoosucs (N.H. & Maine), and the Andover region. Probably
Bigelow region is too far from most of the camps but the heights are more impressive. The great
difficulty is that most campers and directors consider "Mt. Washington" as the only mountain to
he climbed. After killing off their neophytes on too big a climb, the kids are not only monarchs
of the White Mts. with no need to climb any other mountains but also cured of any desire to
suffer over another mountain.
(c) Possibly "to promote" Maine's lesser mountains, some of Maine A.T.C. members
might notify camps that they will help in actual guiding of the first party from the camp with the
camp's counselors responsible for everything except "finding the approaches to the trail and
actually following the trail" in little-traveled country.
(3) Where and when is the next A. T. Conference? I doubt my getting to Lewiston on
April 23rd. It is possible but unlikely that I can do any trail clearing this summer. I may chase
birds at Gaspe, and fly to Newfoundland and Labrador for some cold wet weather and some
more water birds.
I shall probably put in a month at Camp Winona, Bridgeton, Maine in 1950. My enthusiasm is
much superior to my legs. Back in 1937 I was fat, soft, and slow. In 1940 I had a serious knee
injury and operation. In 1946 I had a cartilage taken out of the same knee. I am now fatter, softer
and slower. Getting old!
Bridgeton is within easy cruising distance of the M.A.T.C. men at South Windham and Lewiston.
January 13, 1950. O. A. Sawyer, Mgr. of Woodlands, Hollingsworth and Whitney
Company, Waterville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
With reference to your letter of January 7, I am returning herewith your map. On this map I have
shown the approximate area cut over last summer and the probable area to be cut during the
summer of 1950.
Our operations of last summer did not cross The Appalachian Trail at any point; however, we
probably will cross the point shown on the map by the middle of June or the first of July, 1950.
We are cutting spruce and fir on the slope of the long ridge that extends west across Bowdoin
College East from White Cap Mountain.
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I hope that this gives you the information that you need. If not, we will be glad to do what we
can to answer any inquiries you may have. Could you supply me with a copy of the pamphlet or
booklet from which the enclosed map came?
cc: John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park, Miss Sadye Gillier, Mr. Stanley B.
Attwood, Prof. Wm. H. Sawyer, Mr. Roy P. Fairfield, Mr. Helon N. Taylor, Mr. Lawson Reeves
January 13, 1950. Rae D. Graves, Consultant, Planning Division, State Highway
Commission, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your inquiry of January 2, we are mailing to you a sketch of the Dead River Flowage.
The road leading from North New Portland to the Long Falls Dam is public road as far as Black
Brook Fish Hatchery. This leg of Route 16 has been discontinued and will have directional signs
only. Route 16 now goes from North New Portland to Kingfield and this portion of Route 142 is
discontinued. Route 16 from Kingfield runs with Route 27 to Stratton. Route 149 from Eustis to
Stratton to Junction of Route 16 is also discontinued as part of this road is under water.
I am putting your name on our list for two route maps but it would be preferable for you to write
next year as we do not attempt to keep any permanent list.
Any maps or booklets which you have for distribution would be helpful to us in showing the
Appalachian Trail correctly on our revised maps.
cc: John W. Clark, Lawson Reeves, Roy P. Fairfield, Helon N. Taylor; Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn
Storey, North New Portland; Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Sadye Giller.
January 13, 1950. Robert G. Hutton, Maine Forest Service, Greenville, Maine, to Myron H.
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
My reply to your letter of November 5th is very late in coming. The latter part of October, I was
taken with an attack of coronary thrombosis which kept me inactive in the hospital and at home
for a couple of months. Now that I am back on the job, am catching up on matters which I had to
neglect during this period.
The boys of the Parlin Pond District and two outside men whom I hired for the clearing of the
Moxie section of the trail did a splendid job. All blowdowns and logs, as well as bushes and
weeds, were cut. They started at the West Town Line of Blanchard Township and took it through
to the Troutdale Camps on Lake Moxie.
The money allotted to do the job was not sufficient to pay all of the men involved but we were
willing to contribute the extra time our men put in.
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If you will let me know what date you plan to be in Augusta, I will arrange to be there. We will
be only too pleased to renew your warden's certificate.
We appreciated very much your Christmas card.
cc: John W. Clark, Seymour Smith, Miss Stephenson, Miss Park
January 13, 1950. Route Changes in 1950 Route Map
Route 16:
Route 16 starting at North New Portland will go westerly over present Route 142 to Kingfield.
Discontinue Route 142 in this section so as not to double number. Discontinue Route 16 from
North New Portland going north to Dead River and put direction sign at a start of this dead end
road as flowage covers the road a short distance before Dead River. Continue with Route 16
from Kingfield to Carrabasset and Stratton over Route 27, Jct. of Route 16 and then southerly
over present Route 16. The discontinued portion of Route 16 starting at North New Portland goes
to Long Falls Dam and Black Brook Fish Hatchery.
Route 16:
Discontinue Route 16 from Milo to Vanceboro; from Lincoln to Vanceboro assign new number,
Route 80. Revise log on back of map.
Route 80:
Is new route number assigned to present Route 16 from Lincoln to Vanceboro.
Route 142:
Discontinue from North New Portland to Kingfield. Route 149—Discontinue as this route is
partly covered by Dead River flowage.
January 14, 1950. Myron Avery to Harold Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I received, today, your very welcome letter of January 10th.
We had asked the Company to trace the shipment; this will explain any inquiry which you may
receive. From the production of your letter, I see that yon are quite a skilled typist. The machine
was given a complete overhauling and, except for the preference which seems to be current for
the smaller typo, it impressed us as being in excellent order and very satisfactory.
I am also greatly interested in your summary of what was accomplished at Roaring Brook. It
usually develops that the actual cost exceeds one’s expectations. Does the deficit and the
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necessity for work next spring mean that the plans for the Campground in the north area will
have to be deferred or reduced? I had thought that each appropriation was individual but perhaps
you were able to draw from the Trout Brook appropriation.
I suppose there is nothing more that you can do to get the Park authorities to pass on the rules
and regulations. Whether it would be of any use to urge that, if we can obtain them within the
next two months, we would print them in the Katahdin Reprint, which would afford considerable
publicity, you are in the best position to guess. I have left two pages in the Guide and I would be
very loath to have this a blank. If the matter is still unresolved when page proof comes in, we
should perhaps consider the advisability of printing the draft, with an express statement, of
course, that it is a draft and not official.
I told you that I had obtained a photostat of the corrections to the Katahdin Quadrangle. You may
have seen them but, if not, I think you would find them of much interest. I am impressed by the
very effective way in which this sheet was corrected. I have derived a great deal of enjoyment
out of studying it. Since we are working with the copy, I would ask that you return the photostat
to me within a few days, using the enclosed envelope.
My inquiries have produced the information that the revision should be available in about four
months. A lot, however, depends upon the printing priorities in the Geological Survey.
I am finishing now the first draft of the new map. Our present plan is to put it out as a
preliminary edition in one color. It will go out with the Supplement in that form. The person who
did the No. 4 Map will start work on the new map next summer after we have had the benefit of
corrections end revisions which its appearance will afford an opportunity to develop. The fact
that it is a new map makes it much more desirable to issue it in a preliminary form rather than
incur the expense of a two-color edition at the outset.
The mystery of the missing Hallowells has been solved in a most unexpected manner. 1 will give
you the full story later but the paintings which our article said were thought to be in his sister’s
possession were sent back to the United States and put up for auction in liquidating the estate.
We were fortunate in cornering the market and have practically all the Maine Hallowells. I am
going to Boston in late January to arrange the final deal and see the “haul. I am glad to resolve
this chapter and, as soon as I have the full story I will send it on to you. It was a fortunate
incident growing out of the publicity of the photographer’s article, which resulted in contact with
a Boston Art Gallery. Otherwise the Hallowell photographs might have been scattered to the
winds.
Caleb Scribner told me that Charles MacDonald guided Hallowell. Why don’t you see him and
see what details you can develop? If you learn anything you might send a copy of your letter to
Dr. Rogers since, as the enclosed letter from him indicates, he is going to look into this matter.
I am sending you an extra copy of the Artist at Kathdin as it originally appeared in the Maine
Woods. (We use it instead of the Appalachia item of the Hallowell story which you could pass
on to MacDonald.)
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This tells you the story from our end and we would be glad to know of further developments.
With beat regards to you and Vera,…
cc: Miss Stephenson
Enclosures- Envelope and Map
January 17, 1950. Myron Avery to O. A. Sawyer, Mgr. of Woodlands, Hollingsworth and
Whitney Company, Waterville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
I appreciate very much the information in your reply of January 13 to my letter of January 7th.
From what you have said as to the intended Hollingsworth and Whitney operations, we shall
need to check the situation with you in the early summer of 1950. The trail route in Maine will
receive considerable publicity during the coming year by reason of the comprehensive program
to restore it to the pre-war standard. For that reason, we shall probably trouble you with several
inquiries in the summer, so that we may keep in close touch with the situation on the north slope
of White Cap.
As I wrote you before, we hope that it will be possible for you to give instructions not to have the
Trail used as a drag road and to have the tops or logs removed from the route. This item of labor
is very difficult for our amateur trail crews. The St. Regis Paper Company had assisted us in
doing this where its operations coincided with the Trail route on the Barren-Chairback Range.
The map to which you refer was a supplement to one of the maps in the Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine. We are sending to you, under separate cover, a copy of this
Guidebook and you will find the overlay attached to Map No. 5. We shall have available in
approximately a month a two-color replacement for Map No. 4 in the Guide which covers the
area from Katahdin to Penobscot East Branch. We shall bear in mind to send you a copy of that
map when it appears.
We appreciate very much your courtesy in furnishing to us so promptly detailed information as
to the Hollingsworth & Whitney operations which affect the Trail route. After this summer, we
shall not have to trouble you any further.
cc: John W. Clark, Lawson Reeves, Roy P. Fairfield, Helon N. Taylor, Miss Jean Stephenson,
Miss Sadye Giller, Miss Marion Park, Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, Prof. Wm. H. Sawyer.
Miss Stephenson: Will you send the Guidebook as indicated herein, or supply me with one so
that I can send it? T.S. {Later: Mr. Avery tells me that Miss Park is to send this Guidebook.
T.S.}
Miss Stephenson: I have made a note of this and when Map No. 4 appears, I will send one to Mr.
Sawyer. T.S.
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January 17, 1950. Myron Avery to Rae D. Graves, Consultant, Planning Division, State
Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Graves:
I appreciate very much your response of 13 January to my letter of 2 January and the very full
information which you have furnished as to the changes resulting on Maine Highway 16.
For our Guidebook purposes, I think we will have to call the road the "Fish Hatchery Road".
We have appreciated the cooperation of the State Highway Commission in showing the
Appalachian Trail on the highway maps. The route is correctly indicated as of the present time
with the exception of the location of one or two lean-tos which Mr. Austin Wilkins of the
Forestry Department has said he would bring to the attention of your office. In 1950, we will, of
course, have trail relocation by reason of the Dead River flowage. There will also be a minor
change on the south slope of White Cap. We shall bear in mind to forward the changes in order
that the next edition of the highway map may be currently correct.
When the loose-leaf 1941 issue of the Maine Guide was published, copies were sent to the State
Highway Commission. If you are unable to locate the copy at this time, we will be glad to send
one forward to the Commission.
We shall bear in mind that it is our responsibility to advise you when the contemplated changes
in the Appalachian Trail route have been definitely accomplished.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Sadye Giller, Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Helon Taylor, Mr. Lawson
Reeves, Mr. Roy P. Fairfield, Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Storey
January 17, 1950. Myron Avery to Robert G. Hutton, Maine Forest Service, Greenville,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I was pleased, indeed, to have your letter of January 13th. I had felt the interruption in our most
pleasant correspondence and had wondered as to what had occasioned the situation. I hardly
suspected that illness of any sort would have overtaken you.
I am extremely sorry to learn of the situation. That difficulty is one of the penalties for living in
the cities with the accelerated pace of all activities. One who has the good fortune to live in
Maine should he free from this disease. Probably, however, the strain of the last two years’ fire
seasons is more than the strain of city life. Perhaps your trouble was having inhaled too much
forest fire smoke. I, too, can almost qualify as an expert, for I developed, after my return here in
1948, hypertension, which caused the Bureau of Medicine & Surgery to give me a great deal of
difficulty. (I might put it the other way, that is that my acquiring this characteristic caused the
Bureau a good deal of trouble.) In 1948, it cost me an active summer after Fontana, so that I
know from full experience what this means and how much trouble an unsatisfactory record on an
electro-cardiogram can cause one. We will swap observations when we next meet.
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I am glad, indeed, to know that the trail work over Moxie Bald went off as scheduled. I am sure
that they did a thorough piece of work. Warren Ricker wrote me that it was an A-l job. I am glad
to see that the logs were removed and that the work extended East of Moxie Bald dam.
I have not had any recent word from Forest Commissioner Nutting since I wrote suggesting that
if it would move matters along I would take my hat in hand see if the Trail Clubs would
contribute a part of the Cable Bridge repair. I assume that he is awaiting an opportune time to
revive the matter. We are, however, concerned with getting a definite commitment in order to
publish our 1950 Guide Supplement.
Mr. Omar Sawyer of Hollingsworth & Whitney Company tells me that the company’s operations
in the summer of 1950 will take them across the north slope of White Cap. More trouble ahead
there! However, I hope the St. Regis Paper Company adheres to its promise to stay off the
Barren-Chairback Range. We have made great progress with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
activities since our Auburn meeting and hope to develop enough local sponsors to fill in the gaps.
With Bigelow and Moxie in such good condition, we are anxious to not lose the benefit of this
work and to have the sponsoring groups or individuals get underway early in 1950 so that they
have a good trail to start with and not a totally discouraging task ahead of them.
Since I will be in Maine in April and May, and I have had no word from Mr. Nutting, I have
thought that it might be more profitable to postpone my visit to Augusta until that time which
might mean that I would go the meeting at Auburn with the benefit of knowledge of the latest
developments. I will, of course, let you know well in advance when I am in Augusta so that I will
have the opportunity to see you at that time.
Please give our best regards to Mrs. Hutton and I trust that a few months more will see you
resuming normal activities at your usual speed.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park, Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Seymour R. Smith
January 19, I950. Myron Avery to David Godfrey, Treasurer, William & Heintz, 220 Eye
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Godfrey:
I have your letter of January 18th and I do, indeed, appreciate the service.
This will confirm the number required of the map, "The Traveler". This is to be printed and
handled in the same manner as Map No. 4, except that you are to use 16-lb. bond paper. One
thousand copies of each will be sent by you, when printed, to Mr. C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah
Publishing House, Strasbnrg, Virginia.
I have trimmed one proof to the size and marked the table and enclose it herewith.
In approximately one month, I will be dealing with you on the matter of the Southern Guide
manuscript.
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Since we expect reprints of these maps, while we know that you would hold the negatives, if our
arrangements so provided, it might he simpler to deliver the negatives to us as we will be very
much interested in having them available.
January 20, 1950. John W. Clark to Professor Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
I have the Maine A. T. slides and a letter from Eleanor Jacobs requesting that I send them to you
so that you will have them by February 1. I am hoping to have a chance to show them at a
meeting of the Maine Publicity Council which the governor will attend on January 31. Several
local groups would like to see them during the first week of February. Is there any chance that I
could ship the slides to you February 11 instead of February 1. I hate to ask this as I know that it
probably deranges your plans but it would assist me greatly if it could be worked out.
{Ans. 1/22/50}
January 20, 1950. John W. Clark, Overseer of Trails, to Richard T. Fairfield, The Maine
Outing Club, Box 172 Administration Building Orono, Maine
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I would greatly appreciate a reply to my letters of November 29 and January 4.
Jan, 23, 1950. Robert G. Hutton, Maine Forest Service, Greenville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was very pleased to receive your letter of the 17th. Although I did not have the opportunity to
personally inspect the trail work on Moxie last fall, I had sufficient confidence in my men to
accept their statement that a good job had been done. I am particularly pleased to get Warren
Ricker's report on the work and to know that it had been done right.
We have been having some extremely high velocity winds in central Maine this winter which
makes me apprehensive as to what condition we will find our telephone lines this spring. The
same condition will, of course, prevail along the Trail. I thought I would pass this information
along to you, knowing it would be of interest.
While in the office last week I secured your General Deputy's Certificate of Appointment which
I am enclosing.
My doctor is much pleased with my improvement and with proper care I should be able to lead
quite a normal life. I hope your trouble does not keep you out of the field as I am in hopes to see
you in Greenville this coming summer.
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January 25, 1950. Myron Avery to George F. Betz, 1901 Jackson Street, N.E., Washington
18, D.C.
Dear George:
Since I may not see you in the too near future and as you might have an opportunity to go into
the matter, I had thought that I would send you a note about the matter where I asked at the time
of the annual meeting if you could help the Trail Conference.
We have to take and put the enclosed notice in a glass frame, just like a picture, and provide a
means of mounting it on a tree. The notice is placed on the shore at Nahmakanta Lake so that it
will not get too damaged from temperature changes as the notice on top of Katahdin. I suppose
that the frame should have some sort of a projection to keep the rain from beating too much
down on it. In addition, we have to have some sort of a cylinder which would be fastened by a
chain to the tree for the purpose of holding the registration notebook. A cylinder with an opening
of a couple of inches and eight inches long would do the job. We do not need any “super-duper”
equipment—just something so that we can put up this notice and have it protected from the
weather and provide a means of registration.
The other thing was a matter which I had discussed with Pete but, because of his mother’s
condition, I doubt if he will remember what he promised to do. This notice was in a glass frame
on the top of Katahdin but the changes, due to the moisture, caused it to become obliterated. We
had used putty and paint on the frame but I think there was just enough moisture inside to do the
damage with the temperature changes. Pete was going to look into the matter of whether we
could work out something that would be a sort of a vacuum and keep the moisture out. There is a
special means of fastening this frame to the four-inch post at Katahdin. I am sending the
Katahdin notice along on the thought that, as you work on the other, you might think of some
method of meeting the problem on the Katahdin sign or could ask Pete about it.
If you will have a slip made up for the amount of the equipment, etc. which you are obliged, to
purchase, the Treasurer will reimburse you.
We would send the Nahmakanta sign and cylinder to the Camp Proprietor who would go up
there in May. There would not be any chance to replace the Katahdin sign before June.
If you can care for the sign and cylinder for Nahmakanta, it will solve one problem. Anything
more that you can offer in connection with our Katahdin sign would be an increased contribution.
Enclosures
January 26, 1950. A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am still unable to give you any definite information as to what this department might do
concerning the bridge at Sourdnahunk Falls. Our field man says that he is quite positive that the
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job cannot be done for the estimate of the highway engineer. However, this is not a point for me
to decide. It does bring in the problem that before the Maine Forestry District contributed
anything, it would have to be on a fixed amount.
I am in a tough position right at present in that we are working out our equipment purchases for
1950 and it is necessary to cut a number of the requests from the field men. You can readily see
the reaction of a field man when it is stated that a portion of his funds have to go into a bridge
which he does not approve.
I will try to find out again from the Governor whether the Council will contribute anything
toward it or not. My earlier results were not good. Unless they are willing to contribute, it would
mean that the Appalachian Trail Conference would have to contribute considerably more than
$400 in order to make the bridge possible. Our local supervisor wants it let out on contract as he
is afraid of the cost.
I do not like to write a discouraging letter. Perhaps things will work out in some way which will
be satisfactory to all. Before I press it farther, I would like to know what the limit is on the
amount the Trail Conference will contribute.
January 28, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Jean Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson:
I am enclosing a couple of clippings in regards our recently organized “Wilton Outing Club”.
Thought perhaps you might like them for your scrapbook.
Perhaps my letter to you and Mr. Avery in regards to literature for the Sportsmen’s Show booth
might have sounded a little impatient. Evidently Myron thought so. It was not intended so. I had
mentioned free literature two or three times and each time had been told the supply had been
exhausted and no funds to publish more. I had not been definitely assured that I would or would
not be sent some. I had to know one way or the other. If the Conference could not supply any,
then I would have to see what I could work out from this end. I am very grateful to know that the
Conference can and will supply this. If perhaps some of us seem to be persistent, it is a good sign.
It shows interest. No one would want to see a lack of interest or indifference on the part of the
Directors.
I am enclosing a letter from “The Rumford Falls Times”. This company also publishes the
“Rangeley Record” and the “Wilton Times”. I did not know that they intended to use your article
for the Rangeley Record also in the Rumford Sportsmen’s Show edition. It seems that we can get
two articles as well as pictures in that edition. Not knowing what you have written for the Boston
and New York Shows edition, and realizing that you have had much experience along this line,
and that this is in your department, I wondered if you would rather write this second article also.
If you do not want to, then I will. Had we waited for one of their reporters to cover the booths at
the show, we would have only gotten a paragraph or two and that not too well written. By
preparing this ourselves ahead, we can spend more time and get across just what we want to.
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This article should speak about the booth, the kodachrome slides, the show cards with mounted
photos, the free literature, the mural on one side winter scene 4 x 16 feet and for the other side a
map 8 x 8 ft. showing the Appalachian Trail from Katahdin to the N.H. line, together with the
principle mountains, shelters, campsites, fire towers, lakes and streams and highways along the
trail route. This map will be in five colors: brown for the mountains, red for the trail, black for
the highways, blue for the lakes and rivers and purple for the shelters and campsites. The booth
will be sponsored by the Wilton Outing Club for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. From there
on you can add anything that you want to but material about the trail should cover the trail in the
vicinity of Rumford, or at the most from Saddleback to the N.H. line.
Any pictures used must be very good ones as their reproduction machinery is old and they can
not get good results with a poor photo on their grade of paper.
Inasmuch as I made the contact for this it might look better if you sent the copy to me for me to
re-mail to Rumford.
If I can arrange for it without too much expense, I will try to get a flash light photo of the booth,
enlarged for your scrap book.
Would there be enough interest to warrant my taking the mural and map to Bates College for the
April meeting? This is painted on brown craft paper.
Will you please remind Mrs. Jacobs that when she sends the slides and literature, the express
office is Wilton, not Dryden. Dryden is only the post office address, Wilton the railroad station
and express office.
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January 29, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Roy P. Fairfield, Bates College.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I know the time is approaching for the various "dates" you have for showing the slides. I suppose
you have received the box of slides and lecture from John Clark, who had them for some
showings in and around Portland. Mrs. Jacobs has probably written you that when you finish
with them you are to keep them until time to send them to Lawson Reeves in Dryden, who has
several dates for them. I do not know just when his dates are except that one is for the Rumford
Sportsmans Show the middle of March, but she has undoubtedly written you as to when they will
be needed by him.
The purpose of this letter is to say that I have been preparing the posters which will, as a rule, be
sent with the slides, especially when there is a specially big crowd or when it is planned to have
an exhibit of several days in connection with any Trail activity. You will remember I held up at
the Auburn meeting some sheets showing the sketches of the poster boards. I have three of them
ready and the fourth will be ready soon. I suddenly realized that I had failed to mention anything
about them to you and now it would be too late for anything you might have prior to the eighth
or tenth of February, for they go by parcel post and that takes time. However, I thought I would
write to say they will be available for anything after that time, and if you have later showings and
want them, let me know a week or two in advance, so they can be shipped.
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These four will make a very good background for the other material Lawson Reeves is to use in
the booth at the Rumford Show. Possibly that is the best type of use for them.
I am also preparing a leaflet, which we will do by hectograph process, for his people to give
away at the show. It will emphasize the need of Trail workers and the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, rather than just use of the Trail.
If there is anything I can do to help your publicity let me know. And please be sure to send me
copies of anything that appears in the papers about your showings, as I am starting a publicity
scrapbook and would like a lot in it by the April meeting.
January 29, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Henry E. Childs, 335 Pleasant Street, Rumford 16,
R.I.
Dear Hank:
The delay in acknowledging your letter was not due to lack of appreciation of your interest or
pleasure in hearing from you again, but to the same reason that delayed your writing it, namely, a
terrific cold which threatened to turn into some form of pneumonia, coupled with the necessity
for going to the office because of budget emergencies and getting APPALACHIAN
TRAILWAY NEWS out of the printer's hands. By the times these things had been done, there
was no strength for anything else, so I collapsed into bed! Now the rush is over, the cold is some
better, and I am sitting down to write.
It was good to hear from you again. When will you be coming this way again. There is much we
can talk over that takes too long to put on paper.
Yes, the Maine A.T.C. is definitely taking a new lease on life. The Trail there has been put in
good shape, by super-human efforts, and if we can get sponsors for sections and some duespaying members I think things will be in fine shape. We had a most interesting meeting in
Auburn last Fall. It was intended merely as a get-together of a few officers, but members and
friends came flocking in. Most encouraging to have such a show of interest, wasn't it?
I am delighted to know that the Narragansett Chapter is thinking of being affiliated with the
Appalachian Trail Conference. Berkshire and Connecticut Chapters, as well and the main Club
in Boston, already are. They are Class A members, i.e., maintain Trails as well as contribute.
Narragansett can easily become a Class B member. I am sending you under separate cover a
copy of The Appalachian Trail (A.T.C. Publication No. 5) which contains the Constitution. You
will see that Clubs which make money contributions, and do not maintain any part of the Trail,
are Class B members. As for the amount, that varies with the size of the Club, its financial
standing, etc. Usually it is $15 to $25 a year. If the Chapter Treasurer sends a check, please let
me know the names of the Chapter Chairman and Secretary so I can add them, as well as you as
delegate, to the list of those receiving APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS. As to the
procedure, the Chapter and Club are so well known that no investigation etc. will be necessary.
The Chairman can merely write and say that they wish to become Class B members, or the
Treasurer can send the check stating that the Chapter wishes to be entered as a Class B member,
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and there are plenty of us here to attend to the formalities at this end. In due time they will get an
acknowledgment and notice of election to membership and receipt for the check.
It would be very good if in addition to Class B dues they could contribute something for Trail
work in Maine, for there is the major problem just now. We have declared it all open, but there
are many spots to be cleared up this summer. While most of the work is volunteered, there are
some places where it is just too far for an amateur work crew to get to it, or where the work is
too much for an amateur crew. In those cases we have to have a patrol crew, as you suggest. Last
year we had a two-man crew for several weeks in some sections, and this year I think it will be
necessary also. We paid the "going wage" for that type work in Maine, i.e.
per day per man,
making a two man crew for a week total
We all appreciate your various suggestions with respect to possibilities for the Maine A.T.C. We
will see about getting Mr. Brook as a member. The suggestion in connection with the Junior
Maine Guides program is most interesting. I think something can be done there, but it will take a
bit of planning and laying some groundwork. I will remember it, however, and in my various
contacts see what can be done about it. It is odd how sometimes things that look like they will
require much effort and planning suddenly seem to materialize. There are times when I think that
the principal thing is to have some definite ideas, and then keep working, and the way seems to
clear itself.
I realize that the meeting in April at Lewiston is inconvenient for those out of the state,
especially with school and college programs. It had to be set at that time in order to get plans
under way for a good work season prior to the start of the hiking season. And it had to be early
enough not to interfere with the examination period at Bates College and also the other colleges
where we hope the outing clubs will take sections to keep up. We are trying to arrange for
sponsoring groups for sections from Farmington State Teachers College as well as the University
of Maine and possibly others. There was considerable interest in holding another group meeting
in Maine, possibly on the Trail, in the vacation period, say late August or early September, but
decision on that was postponed until the April meeting. Maybe if we have that you could come to
it. But maybe by that time you will be in Newfoundland or Labrador! If you are at Camp Winona
this summer and have time, get in touch with John Clark at South Windham. You will like him.
He is a one-man trail crew in himself!
You asked about the next Appalachian Trail Conference. They are held every three years. The
last was in 1948 so it should be in 1951. As a rule, the place is not chosen until the winter
preceding, so I expect it will be selected sometime in December of this year. It should probably
be in New England, so there are lots of factors to consider and I haven't any idea where it will be.
Wherever it is, I hope you can come.
I try to get to Boston twice a year, and usually plan to be there for the Appalachia meetings.
However, I have so much to do that I never get it all done. I am planning to retire from my
Government job next winter and then hope to have time to get caught up with some of my many
undertakings. One of them will include a couple of months in Nova Scotia, and others
considerable time in New England, but I also have several large ones to finish here. So I do not
know just where I will be. My headquarters will remain here.
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If the above doesn't give you all the information you need, let me know. And again, many thanks
for your suggestions. It was good to hear from you again.
January 29, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Stanley B. Attwood.
Dear Mr. Attwood:
One of the old members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Mr. Henry E. Childs, of Rumford,
Rhode Island, who is a member also of the Narragansett Chapter of the Appalachian Mountain
Club of Boston, has written to make several suggestions in connection with publicity and trail
work in Maine. He also suggests that we invite to join as an annual member Mr. Harry Brook, of
Ocean Park, Maine. He states that Mr. Brook "has no cash to spare" but is an inveterate camper
at Dolly Copp in the White Mountains, has climbed Katahdin, and was formerly a rock-climbing
leader in the Narragansett Chapter. This chapter is located in Rhode Island and most of its
members live there. I judge that Mr. Brook has now either moved to or returned to Maine. I do
not know why Mr. Childs did not issue the invitation himself, but it may be that he is not in
touch with him these days. I might say that Mr. Childs had shown some of the correspondence
and reports of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to the Chapter officers and they were much
interested in what we were doing. It may be that one of them suggested that he be asked to join.
Anyhow, it occurred to me that the proper person to send such an invitation would be you. So I
am passing the name on to you. I am sure than any member of the Narragansett Chapter would
be personally acceptable and I am sure Mr. Childs would not have suggested him if he were not
all right. So if you wish to do so you might drop him a line, enclosing an application for
membership and tell him it is done at the suggestion of our member Mr. Childs, who is his fellow
member in the A.M.C.
As you probably know, Mr. Reeves has arranged for a booth at the Rumford Sportsmens Show
and is to show the new set of Maine slides there. I am preparing the four posters to be used there
also, and also am fixing up a hectographed leaflet to be given out there. It will stress the need of
Trail workers, and have the addresses of officers of the M.A.T.C., so that persons interested may
make application to join.
Soon after the October meeting, Mr. Reeves sent me a copy of the item you had in the Lewiston
paper. I began the new Maine A.T.C. publicity scrapbook with it. I thought it an unusually good
report of a meeting of that kind.
January 31, 1960. Myron Avery to L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Company, Bangor,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Cook:
You will recall that a little while back you added to my knowledge of Maine geography by
telling me of the new road of the Great Northern Paper Company which goes into the headwaters
of the St. John.
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There are one or two additional inquiries which I should like to make in this connection. Is this
road barred off or is it available like other Great Northern roads to all would-be users? I am also
under the impression that for a number of years there has been a road which goes directly to St.
Johns Pond. It I am right, could you indicate this road on the enclosed map and return it to me?
I would also appreciate your advising me whether the connection with the International Paper
Company's road has been effected and whether there are any other road plans which have been
announced.
We have been told that the Great Northern had plans for a road from Ripogenus down the south
bank of the River. Has this proceeded beyond the talking stage?
Within a short time we shall have available some Trail Conference new maps of Central Maine. I
have made a note to have copies sent on to you.
1 shall much appreciate your letting me know the situation.
January 31, 1950. David D. Godfrey, Williams & Heintz Co., Lithographers, 4531-45th
Street, N.W., Washington 16, D.C.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of 19 January was acted on before it was replied to.
Regarding your last paragraph. It is our policy and the generally accepted practice to hold
negatives for reprint rather than furnish them to the customers. Therefore, we will file them here
rather than forward them to you.
February 1, 1950. C. S. McCarty, Commercial Printing Department, Shenandoah
Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia, to Myron H. Avery Chairman, The Appalachian
Trail Conference 4531-45th Street, N. W. Washington 16, D. C.
Dear Mr. Avery:
These quotations are based on using the remainder of the special size paper purchased for the
Blue Ridge Guide and complete with a stock size of the same grade.
We have delayed sending this estimate in order to give some schedule of delivery that we believe
could be maintained, but the best we can figure is May or June delivery.
We are sending a sample book of Kroydon Cover. The medium weight and regular finish will be
used. The minimum quantity on the special finished is too high.
February 1, 1950. C. S. McCarty, Commercial Printing Department, Shenandoah
Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia, to Myron H. Avery Chairman, The Appalachian
Trail Conference 4531-45th Street, N. W. Washington 16, D. C.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1950 - Compiled by David Field – Page

31

Gentlemen:
We have your valued inquiry and are pleased to quote you on the printing desired as follows:
Specifications

Price

1300 Katahdin Section consisting of 208 pages, 4 ½ x 6 3/8 inches,
4 page enamel insert, loose leaf style binding, with paper cover,
printed black ink, pages 16 lb white Mohawk Opaque insert 70 lb.
White Enamel Book cover on medium weight Kroydon Cover, color
optional, all punched and round corned, fastened with Dennison Brass
Paper Fasteners, round head 1 ¼” shank, ½” diameter washer, inserted
in binder, deliver f.o.b. Strasburg.
$5.75 per page
or $1,196.00 complete
1000 additional copies run at same on 16 lb. white Mohawk Opaque
without change in type, size or stock, folded, collated delivered to
storage, insured, to be held untrimmed, unpunched for insertion in
Maine Guide Book.

$239.20

1000 additional copies from standing type on 16 lb. white Mohawk
Opaque, reasonable amount of type changes, page proof, folded,
collated with Maine Guide, cost of trimming, punching, round
cornering and inserting in binder not included.

$520.00

For comparison only. If last two items were punched, rounded and
inserted in binder the additional cost would be approximately.
February 1, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.

$145.00

Dear Lawson:
1 was in Portland last week end and on inquiring from Jack Clark I found that the matter of
making the stencils for the signs had slipped his mind. I hope that you will remind him if you do
not get them within two or three weeks.
I suggested that he make the stencils for all the required signs except those which Charlie Pryor
said he would make with his routed process. These were in Section One.
I spoke to the Forest Commissioner over the telephone. He has not gone back to see the
Governor but will do so after the special session is over, since he thinks it would be unwise to try
to deal with the matter when these other situations are so pressing. The problem is, of course the
desire of the Forest Service to avoid having its funds used and the Service is asking that we
contribute as much as possible.
{I hope your activities result in some Trail sponsors.}
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February 2, 1950. J. W. Clark to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
We are shipping you today (by express) the collection of slides. We have suspended some of our
dates to show them. Could you let me know about when you expect to be finished with them?
February 3, 1950. Jean Stephenson to The Rangeley Record, Rangeley, Maine.
Gentlemen:
Enclosed find $1.00, for which please send me as many copies of the Sportsmen’s Show Edition
of The Rangeley Record as it will cover.
I wish to use the article on Hiking in Western Maine with some publicity displays on The
Appalachian Trail now being prepared.
I will appreciate it if you will send one of these copies, ordered above, to
Mr. Harris H. Shettel
1418 E Street, N.E.
Washington 2, D.C.
Send the others to me, addressed as follows:
Miss Jean Stephenson
Apt. 1100, The Conard
1228 Eye St., N.W.
Washington 5, D.C.
February 4, 1950. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Commercial Printing Department,
Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I have your letter of February 1st, 1950 and appreciate your sending the quotation, under the
same date, for the Katahdin Section.
It is unnecessary for me to say that we are most anxious to have this work done by the
Shenandoah Publishing House in order that the Reprint may correspond with the remainder of
the Guide. We also have in the course of preparation for 1950 editions, as I told you, the
Southern Guide and the New England Guide. In fact, we could deliver to you the Southern Guide
manuscript at this time except that your project of finishing the Blue Ridge Guide and
completing the Katahdin Reprint have priority. As much as we would regret to have to consider
the prospect, it seems to us as if the time necessities may compel us to take some of the work
elsewhere in order to have these Guides available for the 1950 season. I wanted you to fully
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understand that it is only the pressure of the necessity for delivery which would induce me to
adopt the procedure.
I am very much concerned over the statement that the best that you can figure is June delivery
for the Katahdin Reprint. Allowing for the inevitable delays, I am very much afraid that it might
prove to be July or August with the result that we would lose most of the 1950 market for this
product. We are, in fact, up against the dead-line of April 15th for at least 100 copies, as I wrote
you in my letter.
Under the circumstances, unless you can see a possibility of adjusting the schedule so as to
promise a May first delivery for all except the 100 copies, I think that we had better try to see if
this emergency can be handled in some other manner. In that event, I would ask that you send to
me, express prepaid, with a valuation of $1,000, the Katahdin Reprint manuscript, to the address
listed below. Will you please have very definite instructions given as to the valuation in returning
the manuscript, as indicated. If we lost this manuscript, I do not know what we would do--in
addition to having to dissolve the Appalachian Trail Conference and letting the Trails revert to
nature!
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson
Miss Marion Park

February 5, 1950. Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine, to Myron H. Avery Chairman
The Appalachian Trail Conference, Inc.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am writing you about the job on the Trail for this coming year.
Richard Finley says he is not interested in working on the Trail this summer. So I decided to
write for myself.
I would be willing to work for the same pay that I did last year if it is agreeable with you.
I have most of the tools at my house.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park, Mr. Lawson I. Reeves
February 6, 1950. Myron Avery to Miss Stephenson, Miss Park, Miss Hooker.
My calculations on page 2 of my letter of January 8th to Williams & Heinz Company,
Lithographers, were badly off. Please substitute this for the corresponding page. It will serve as
the record we were looking for as to the cost of Map No. 4.
[The page to which this note was stapled was not photocopied, but the portion that is visible
looks the same as the 1/9 page.]
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February 7. 1950. E. Guy Frizzell, Vice Chairman in Charge Trail Reports, University of
Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee.
Dear Fellow Trail-Workers:
Enclosed you will find forms on which you will report the condition of that part of the
Appalachian Trail for which you are responsible. If you can conveniently get it back sooner, it
will make my task a little easier.
Time is short now if the report is to be published in the May issue of Trailway News.
Can you have the report back in our hands by February 28?
It takes only a few minutes to do the job. Won't you do it now?
With sincere thanks for your splendid help last year and best wishes for a good New Year,…
P.S. Please make any necessary mileage or other section corrections.
{Re: Your letter Jan. 25. I will move in on the sign problem this week and have something for
you soon.}
February 7, 1950. Myron Avery to Maine Development Commission. Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
Will you kindly send to me, at this time, a full set of the publications which you issue on Maine
that are currently available. I am particularly interested in knowing whether your booklet on
canoeing could have been obtained during 1949.
I have asked if my name could be added to your mailing list to receive the Development
Commission booklets as they appear. Apparently you do not maintain any list of this order since
I have never received the items. If, however, it is possible to Include my name on your list, I
would like to have it indicated at the address given below.
Sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery
4531 - 45th Street, N. W.
Washington 16, D. C.
February 7, 1950. Ludwig Moorhead, Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Co., 90
Broad St., 4 New York, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
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That was a very fine piece of pleading which you wrote to Frank Batch and I should think, unless
Gower has got the diaries in his possession, it ought to accomplish its purpose. It was not hard
for me to see between the lines what you think of Mr. Gower. I am glad to say that I never met
him. I don’t think that I care to meet him after that exhibition!
I used to hear from my father of some of the mean and small characteristics of leaders in the field
of archaeology, anthropology and the like. Historians and antiquarians don’t seem, to be any
better. Even deacons and clergymen show a mean streak at times, I believe!
I trust that you will forgive this spacing. I must be getting feeble, can’t even throw the lever full.
Let me know of any collapsible set of wheels for pulling a canoe around a flat portage; I may
have told you they don’t want me to lug one on my neck any more.
I got a new old map the other day; 1804 or 06, from a “Life of Washington,” showing the
wilderness through which Arnold. went. The cartographer had a very poor idea of the country
and none whatever of the route across the height of land.
I am keen to hear about the Hallowell paintings, and to see photos when available, in case I can’t
see the originals.
February 8, 1950. Roy P. Fairfield, Faculty Advisor, 25 Russell House, to Mr. Lawrence
Wright, President, Fasteco Outing Club, Farmington State Teachers’ College, Farmington,
Maine.
Dear Lawrence:
On behalf of our OC Board I should like to say that we very much enjoyed our joint meeting
with your organization. We sincerely believe in co-operation, and believe that we might run
other joint meetings in the future. In fact, at our meeting tonight, the Board and Council gave
Dave Merrill, our President, the green light on working up plans for a possible joint meeting in
the not-too-distance future. You’ll probably hear from Dave soon.
Meanwhile, I am sending a copy of our constitution to which we adhere very closely. We find it
necessary to revise it from time to time to make it a working instrument. You will notice that the
all-campus membership is provided for by Article II. If you could possibly get this policy
adopted, as you and your faculty advisor discussed it last nite, I think you might get a larger
nucleus with which to work. You certainly have tremendous potentialities there.
I think you will also agree that the acceptance of responsibility for maintaining a short section of
the Appalachian Trail would give an added incentive for Outing Club participation. I hope we
may run a joint work trip in the Spring to introduce you to some of the problems which that
responsibility entails.
February 9, 1950. Myron Avery to Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine.
Dear Anderson:
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I have your letter of February 5th and I am glad to know that you are still interested in doing
work on the Appalachian Trail. You are prompt in getting in your application.
We have a meeting which will be held in Maine in late April at which time we will work out our
plans and arrangements and will know just what is to be done. There will probably be plenty of
work in the same area where you worked last year. I suppose you still have a car and would use
it for transportation. You might write me, if you can find out, when your school ends.
I told you last fall that a Mr. Clark would check over the trail work. He was obliged to postpone
the trip and the matter of making arrangements for trail work in some areas will be cared for by
him. I am sending him a copy of your letter and of my reply.
We will get in touch with you just as soon as the meeting in late April has been held and we have
made our plans.
Down here it is warm with no snow.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
February 10, 1950. Myron Avery to John W. Clark.
Dear Jack:
I am enclosing a letter from Milton Anderson and a copy of my reply.
You may recall that I told you he was the real worker of the two -- tough, conscientious and a
slugger. I would have dropped off the other fellow except for the transportation problem and he
was the first applicant.
I hope that we are going to get by next year entirely on volunteer maintenance but I thought it
desirable to keep this possibility open, particularly as we might need help and have to get it in
the very locality where they live. Further, we might be able to use him to swell the manpower on
some volunteer work trips--paying for his time, etc. For this reason, I wanted to keep him
available.
I trust that in the near future you will be able to go to work on the proposed work plan for 1950,
outlining the Sections and who can be counted on to do the work and when.
I would like very much, at the outset, to be able to run a trip from Katahdin to Bodfish just to get
out the winter storm damage, saw out logs and do the things which make the trail look opened
and useable. That sort of trip also gives one early notice of difficulty or changed conditions, such
as Camps being closed, etc. It would be a fine thing if we could develop such a plan for checking
the Trail immediately after the snow goes.
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As I see it, we have two immediate emergency problems right after the snow goes. The first is to
cover the trail on the Barren-Chairback range which was not done last year. The second job,
depending upon the progress made by H. & W. in its lumbering operations, will be to remark
(and possibly re-clear) on White Cap. This will include a day's work toward Yoke Ponds because
there were quite a few blowdowns after the trail crew worked in there.
Probably the remeasuring and remarking at Mt. Bigelow will come up at the same time just to
give us three good-pressure jobs, where we would like to be able to follow a leisurely routine. In
any event, I think for the April meeting you should have some sort of a chart of Sections with a
maintenance program indicated thereon. The showing of need might be very helpful in getting
specific problems cared for.
Miss Stephenson will send you some correspondence with a Rhode Island individual which
could be perhaps diverted toward subsidizing some work by Anderson for a short period. I have
in mind that if I go into Long Pond in June that he would be very useful.
I am writing this now so that you can have these considerations in mind in working over your
proposed master plan.
Down here it is still warm and no snow.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson Miss Marion Park Mr. Lawson Beeves
February 11, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
Enclosed is the item for the Rumford Falls Times, which you requested I prepare. I am enclosing
an extra copy for you to keep.
I am also sending four photographs, which I think will reproduce for the type of cuts that can be
used in that type of paper. Ones that show much dark, or many trees will not work unless the
'’profile" is sufficiently distinct in itself. Some of these show "light narks" but those will not
show up in that type of cut.
Please get these pictures back and return them to me if you possibly can. I am getting very short
of photographs, since everyone is using color cameras nowadays.
I have prepared the draft of the Maine A.T.C. leaflet referred to and am arranging to have it run
off. I will send up 1000 of them, 500 of The Appalachian Trail (Publication No. 17) and a supply
of the announcement of the Maine GUIDE, which has a map and considerable information.
These will probably go forward a week or so from now.
About the same time I will send the three or four display posters. When they have served their
purpose I will want then back, as they can be used whenever the slides on Maine are used. They
have been waterproofed with mastic or plastic, so should withstand some hard wear and can be
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re-furnished with little trouble. Of course, being on cardboard (for ease in shipping and hanging)
they are fragile and ought to be handled carefully.
I think this covers all matters to date.
February 11, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Stanley B. Attwood.
Dear Mr. Attwood:
I am enclosing an article I prepared at the request for Lawson Reeves, to be published in the
Rumford Falls Times.
I also wrote an article which was printed in the Rangeley Record, Sportsmens Show edition, on
The Appalachian Trail in Western Maine. As the Rumford paper is publishing it also, and that is
under my name, I put no name on this item. I have asked for some extra copies of the Rangeley
Record and when they come I will send you one.
I am preparing a leaflet, which will be run off on the hectograph, to be sent to Mr. Reeves, to be
given away at the Rumford Show, which will tell about the Trail in Maine and stress the need for
workers as well as walkers on it. When completed, I will send you some copies.
The display posters, in triptych form, are virtually completed. While definitely "hand-scraft”
[sic] work they look quite nice and will serve the purpose. They will go forward to Mr. Reeves
soon to be used in the Rumford Show. Subsequently, they will be available to be used whenever
the Maine slides are used.
Both Myron and I felt that you should be kept informed as to any publicity activities here, hence
this note, and hence the forwarding to you regularly of anything we get out down here.
If you see any newspaper items with respect to the Trail or the activities of any members or
groups in connection with it, please send then to me for our publicity book.
February 11, 1950. Jean Stephenson to John W. Clark.
Dear Mr. Clark:
At the request for Lawson Reeves, I recently prepared an item for the Rumford Falls Times
about the booth he is arranging for at the Sportsmens Show at Rumford. I am enclosing a copy,
so you will be informed about the project.
I also wrote an article for the Rangeley Record, which has been published in the Sportsmens
Show edition. I have asked for some extra copies and when they come I will send one to you.
That one is about the Appalachian Trail in Western Maine.
I am preparing a leaflet, which will be hectographed. It is for Mr. Reeves, to give away at the
Show. When it is ready, I will send you a couple of copies also.
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The display posters, which I mentioned at Lewiston last November and which I have been
preparing slowly, are almost finished. I will send them to Mr. Reeves for his booth at Rumford.
Afterwards, they will be ready for whenever the Maine slides are used.
When are you showing the slides in the future? Were you able to arrange the University of
Maine date? If you will let me know I will see that these posters area available, as I think they
will help in the general publicity a great deal.
February 12, 1950. Myron Avery to E. Guy Frizzell.
Dear Mr. Frizzell:
I am returning herewith, in triplicate, the six sets of forms of the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
The seventh set, covering Section 17 from the Ledge House to Bigelow Village, is being sent
directly to Maine Appalachian Trail Club Overseer of Trails John W. Clark, South Windham,
Maine. This section was recleared by the Maine Forest Service under contract but Mr. Clark
repainted the section and I think it more appropriate that the report come from him.
I wish to request that henceforth these Trail Section Reports, which have come to me, be sent to
Overseer of Trails John W. Clark since this is a matter within his cognizance.
I am sending Mr. Clark a copy of this reply and a carbon of the forms transmitted to you so that
he will have at hand, in 1951, the full report rather than having to refer to the abbreviated
reference in Appalachian Trailway News.
For a general statement as to Maine, you might say that a most intensive program has been
underway for a year to improve the condition of the Trail; that the M.A.T.C. held a meeting last
fall, following the election of officers; that the spring meeting is scheduled for April 23rd at
Lewiston; that a most intensive publicity and display program is underway and that a lecture on
the A. T. in Maine has been prepared for publicity, etc. The Club also has exhibits at various
local Sportsmen’s Shows. A major project is the submission to the Forest Service of designations
for additional public campsites to complete the chain across Maine.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson
[The following section reports are from carbons of forms filled in and sent to Frizzell.]
Section 2 to 6. Penobscot West Branch to Yoke Ponds (46.39 m.)
Needed work outlined 1949 Report accomplished. Section recleared by paid and volunteer crews.
Section from Rainbow Lake Dam to Penobscot River requires improvement; this always difficult
section maintenance.
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Repainted 1949 Yoke Ponds to Joe Mary Lake. Repainted Lower Joe Mary Lake to Penobscot
West Branch (in 1947). Potaywadjo side trail repainted.
All required board signs replaced. M.A.T.C. has master sign list indicating data and location for
all needed signs in Maine.
Change reported in Annual Supplements. 1950 Supplement will appear shortly. New map (No.
4) covering this area to be issued with Supplement.
Repaint in 1950 or 51 and improve trail from Rainbow Lake Dam to Penobscot West Branch.
Will receive standard maintenance.
[Recommended for travel?] Yes—when Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge has been repaired. Very
interesting trip with most attractive lakes.
Myron H. Avery, President, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, February 13, 1950.
Section 8 and part of 10. North slope of white cap to Little Wilson Falls (33.6 m.)
Excellent, recleared by paid and volunteer trail crews with exception of five miles from Long
Pond to Dore’s side trail, which has priority for 1950. St. Regis lumber operations on BarrenChairback Range have ended but intensive cutting means future maintenance problem. This
Section will require annual weeding. Minor relocation contemplated south slope of White Cap.
Repainted and A.T. markers renewed from Raytown line west to Little Wilson Falls.
Renewed as required. M.A.T.C. has master sign list, indicating data and location for all needed
signs in Maine.
Lean-to available (0.3 m. side trail) at Cloud Pond. 1950 Supplement will report lumbering
conditions.
Relocation as listed and annual maintenance by reason of lumbering.
This work scheduled for 1950.
Yes.
Loss of primeval forest has compensation in views hitherto not available. Lumbering presents
intensive future maintenance problems.
Myron H. Avery, President, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, February 13, 1950.
Sec. 12 – Moxie Bald Lean-to site to Moxie Pond (7.65 m.)
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Excellent, received intensive reclearing, cutting of logs and general improvement from work
performed by Maine Forest Service under contract. Icestorm damage eliminated. Fire Burned
section on west slope of mountain and beaver flowages result in prolific summer growth,
involving much labor to keep open short section. Section must be mowed annually. M.A.T.C.
concentrating on obtaining sponsors.
Repainted in 1945 and A.T. markers renewed. Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller will repaint
lean-to site west of Kennebec River in 1950.
Needed signs replaced. M.A.T.C. has master sign list indicating date and location for all needed
signs in Maine.
Description checked and changes noted in master copy.
Annual mowing of west side of mountain.
To be repainted and campsite signs installed, remowing to be cared for.
Yes.
This section requires disproportionate amount of labor.
Feb. 13, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Melvin L. Stone, Publisher, The Rumford Falls Times,
41 Prospect Ave., Rumford, Me.
Dear Mr. Stone:
Enclosed is the copy for the Rumford Sportsmen’s show as requested by you. I hope you will be
able to use some of the three photos. I would like to have the photos returned to me when you are
through with them.
I enjoyed Miss Stephenson’s article in the mid-winter edition of the Rangeley Record very much.
I feel sure the enclosed material will tie in very well with her article which you say you intend to
reuse.
I am pleased to get this to you so early, so that it will be more convenient for you. Hope to meet
you at our booth next month.
Jean:
Thanks very much for the copy which arrived today and which I will remail today. I assume that
they sent you a copy of the Rangeley Record which is being used for the Boston and New York
Shows. I have saved a copy for you, should you care for it please drop me a card at once. If I do
not hear from you, I will know not to save it any longer. May I congratulate you on both articles?
They are excellent. I will send you a copy of the Rumford Show edition for your scrap book. I
am also making a sign for our booth 4x8 feet:
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MAINE
APPALACHIAN
TRAIL CLUB
February 17, 1950.
THE F0URTEENTH RECREATION CONFERENCE
at
THE UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS, AMHERST
MARCH 25, 1950
Program of the Mountaineering Section
Skinner Hall Auditorium (East side of campus — directly on Route 116.)
10:00 A.M.

New England Trail Conference – J. H. Vondell, Chairman
Discussion of trails and shelters all over New England,
This session brings you up to date on the subject.
Annual meeting and elections.

12:00 A.M.

Lunch in Draper Hall or various diners and restaurants no group plan.

Afternoon

Chairman John H. Hitchcock, Worcester G.M.C. and A.M.C.
2:00 P.M.

“Amherst College Outing Club —It’s Activities” by Ernest Anderson.
Amherst has a bang-up Outing Club and Ernie Anderson with his color camera
has been in the midst of things.

3:00 P.M.

“Exploring the Juneau Ice Fields in Alaska” by William L. Putnam,
"Bill”, with his sparkling remarks and equally sparkling pictures, needs no
introduction to Conference audiences.

4:00 P.M.

“The Sargent School Out-of-Doors”, by George K. Makechnis, Dean of the
Sargent School, Boston University. This fully illustrated talk will take you
through some of the outdoor activities of this delightful camp for adults in
Peterborough, N. H.

6:00 P.M.

Supper — the group will eat at Draper Hall Annex--85 cents.

7:00 P.M.

“It’s A Question” skit by Metawampe Club.

7:15 P.M.

“A Hill Jack Reminiscing the Growth of the Appalachian Mt. Club’s Activities in
the White Hills of New Hampshire”, by J. B. Dodge. Knowing Joe, that title can
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mean a lot, and we advise you to be on hand. It has taken many years to lure the
Mayor of Porky Gulch to Amherst.
February 19, 1950. Eleanor Jacobs to Professor Roy Fairfield.
Dear Professor Fairfield:
I would appreciate your sending the Maine Appalachian Trail Kodachrome Slide Collection to
Mr. Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine, when you are finished with it. The slides should
reach him by the 3rd or 4th of March at the latest so that he will have time to look them over
before his first showing. I would also appreciate hearing from you as to the number of showings,
names of organizations to see the slides, and approximate number of people to see the slides
while you have had them.
Copy: Mr. Lawson Reeves
P.S.: The slides should be sent via Railway Express valued at $500.
February 20, 1950. Myron Avery to Fred R. Sawyer, 105 Sherman Road, Chestnut Hill,
Boston, Massachusetts.
My dear Mr. Sawyer:
I recently had occasion to examine the December, 1949 issue of Appalachia. Your item,
"Through Unknown Maine", recalled a trip on the St. John, which preceded yours by exactly
thirty years and I am yielding to the seemingly universal practice to write an author who touches
upon a familiar subject.
While at Bowdoin College, I worked during the summer months for the Maine Forest Service. At
the end of World War I, in 1919, I was with a three-man crew which worked over the Forest
Service telephone lines on the St. John, Allagash and St. Francis Rivers. We worked up the rivers,
repairing the lines, going to firetowers as we went up and then ran back down by canoe. One
man poled the canoe upstream and made camp.
In descending the St. John, William Pinkham and I ran, in the space of 48 hours, to St. Francis
Village, from a point somewhat farther up than where your trip began on the St. John River. Our
trip down river began at noon from Noble's Depot Camps on Knowles Brook (not the brook you
mention but six miles above the Northwest Branch). The canoe was out of the water only twice.
The first night when we slept under it at the head of an unidentified rapids and the second night
at Aaron Jacksons (your Hullin's farm), where we slept the second night. This means that we ran
all the rapids although we shipped considerable water in Little Black Rapids.
In view of the editor's note to the effect that he hopes your item will prove helpful to those who
desire to emulate your example, it seems worthwhile to comment on some aspects of your article
which, if it is to serve as a guide for other would-be St. John voyageurs, could be expanded to
advantage.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1950 - Compiled by David Field – Page

44

In the first instance, I think it most desirable that there should be emphasized that, unlike the
Allagash, the St. John does not have a large body of lakes at its head, which form an extensive
storage basin and regulate the flow of the river. The St. John is subject to rapidly fluctuating
conditions. Many parties have found themselves forced to drag much of the way, have run short
of provisions, been obliged to call for assistance from the Fish and Game or Forestry
Departments and, in other ways, found their trip a very unfortunate experience. The first criterion
is, therefore, to ascertain the state of the river. In times of low water, one should journey
elsewhere.
You, perhaps, have already been advised by some other interested individual that the statement:
"There are no roads by which the headwaters of the St. John River can be reached through
Maine" is in error. It is unfortunate, in the way of splitting up the Maine wilderness, that these
road developments have occurred but the fact is that a Great Northern Paper Company road leads
from Pittston Farm up the North Branch of the Penobscot directly past Abacotnetic Bog with a
branch to Big Bog, crosses Sweeney Brook above Baker Lake and goes on northwest toward
Canada. Another road leads directly to St. John Pond from Russell Mountain near Loon Pond
where we built a firetower in 1920. These roads take on to the very headwaters.
It also seems to me that one should allude to the surprisingly extensive bibliography of this
magnificent river. In addition to the numerous references in the "In the Maine Woods" and the
publications of the Maine Development Commission on canoe routes, there are three outstanding
items: (l) "The St. John River in Maine, Quebec and New Brunswick", (J. W. Bailey), printed at
the Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1894; (2) the series of Guidebooks to Northern Maine by Lucius
L. Hubbard with the well-known Hubbard maps. (The last issue was the Fifth Edition of 1893.
This Guide is of particular interest in the details of the North Branch of, the Penobscot up
Abacotnetic Bog. In the old days the traveler on the St. John was obliged, as you know, to go up
the Penobscot and take the old carry of about two miles to St. John Pond. Hubbard indicates
another carry to Baker Brook below St. John Pond. The carry into the St. John changed at times
from the Pond to the Brook. My copies of the 100-year old township survey maps of the area
show this portage and streams very accurately.) (3) The St. John River, by William O.
Raymond (1910). (This volume deals more with the lower portion of the river where it flows
through New Brunswick.)
I can well appreciate that a person, not too familiar with sources in Maine, might form the
impression of a lack of data or map material. My map folders for the St. John River are rather
extensive. The large scale atlas, "Maine General Highway Maps" (56 sheets), obtainable from
the Highway Commission at Augusta, is most detailed. Sheets 2, 5, and 41 cover the St. John.
While old, the well-known Hubbard Lumbermen's Maps afford an excellent outline. Perhaps not
every traveler can obtain the Forest Service blueprints for each Forestry District but they portray
accurately the streams, telephone lines, trails, etc. Of outstanding character are the most detailed
maps, published by the International Boundary Commission for the region where the river forms
the boundary. The sheets are very large.
I wonder, also, if you are aware of the extensive publicity (apart from the trips of boys' camps)
given to conducted trips on the rivers of Maine by the St. Croix Voyageurs. (L. L. Dwelley,
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6 Summit Street, Auburn, Maine). My younger son made one of these trips and I can vouch for
the thoroughness of preparation and the knowledge of the terrain possessed by those in charge of
the voyageurs. As an illustration of the publicity, I enclose an item, outlining the history of this
project which was initiated in 1935. It is very highly publicized.
Conditions at Seven Islands have changed since my trip. I recall that the old tote-road crossing
here was in excellent condition and that we walked both to St. Pamphile in Canada and to Long
Lake Dam on the Allagash where I witnessed an unusual (illegal) method of fishing--"gigging”.
(The trout and whitefish in the pool below the dam, of large size and readily visible, ignored both
bait and flies. The French-Canadians would pass a match through a large hook and move it
around the fish. When the shining portion of the match could not be seen from above, the pole
would be pulled up, usually snagging a large-sized fish.)
Names change, too. Your "Pocwock" was then "Tulandic" as appears on the original 1845
township survey. All the streams are named on those maps. The stream, which drained from this
lake on the boundary, had then more repute than you found. I suspect from the distance
references that our best fishing locality was your Houlton Brook Deadwater, l/2 to 1 mile up
from the river.
It is, perhaps, the vicissitudes resulting from conditions on the river, which have meant labor for
the wardens which occasioned the scrutiny of unannounced travelers to which you were
subjected. The availability of the non-resident guide's licenses should be explored by prospective
parties. This would eliminate camping problems. If you are interested in exploring the
ramifications of the Maine Guide Law, I would commend to you the May, 1945 issue of
Appalachian Trailway News. A very wise procedure is to have the District firewarden and game
warden informed of the trip and requested to pass the word to the local patrolmen, wardens, etc.
Incidentally, as far as repute for a hazardous trip is concerned, it is the East Branch of the
Penobscot, rather than the Allagash, which has the reputation for being the most hazardous and
venturesome river for canoeing in Maine.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Ludwig K. Moorehead, of New Canaan, Connecticut,
who has canoed most extensively in Maine. Your article prompted me to re-read Mr.
Moorehead's most interesting diary of his 1936 trip down the entire length of the upper St. John.
The length of this letter illustrates the usual situation, that is, when one goes back to a very
pleasant recollection, he is prone to hold forth at considerable length. In any event, I am glad to
have had the opportunity to express my interest in your item and to suggest that more could be
said as to conditions on the St. John if, as the editor's note indicates, the item is to serve as source
material. Perhaps the editor wished to create the impression that this was "terra incognita". The
fault must be with our people in Maine that so much difficulty is apparently encountered in
obtaining the information which you sought. It may be a matter of state pride, which sometimes
leads the Maine residents to protest mildly against some of the impressions created that persons
outside the state "discover" what is within.
cc: Mr. Ludwig K. Moorehead
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February 20, 1950
SUGGESTIONS TO CHECK ON FUTURE REVISIONS OF MAINE MAP NO. 4,
KATAHDIN TO EAST BRANCH OF PLEASANT RIVER
1. Add, “Baxter State Park Supervisor’s Headquarters” to the site.
2. In lettering, use “Third”, etc., instead of “3rd”, that is, use word instead of figure.
3. Change "Chadwick's" to "West Branch Ponds” Camps.
4. Change Second Debsconeag "Pond” to "Lake”.
5. Trail to Foss and Knowlton varies from trail on Map 3 (?) Which is correct?
6. Trail to Doubletop should cross brook four times.
7. Note variation in trails from Rocky Pond.
8. Extend trail to Stratton Pond.
9. Check Map No. 3 and Map No. 4 for trails in connection with Kidney Pond.
February 21, 1950. Myron Avery to Omar A. Sawyer, Manager of Woodlands,
Hollingsworth & Whitney Company, Waterville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
In view of your expression of interest in our map of the White Cap Region in "Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine”, I thought you might find it of interest to have two copies of our
new Maps Nos. 2 and 4. The latter reaches down to White Cap.
In about a month we shall issue a new map of the area between the Penobscot East and West
Branches, which I shall be glad, indeed, to forward to you.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark
February 21, 1950. Myron Avery to D. H. Watson, Region Engineer, Atlantic, U. S.
Geological Survey, 1109 North Street, Arlington, Virginia.
Dear Mr. Watson:
In keeping with our previous correspondence, I am sending you under separate cover, six copies
of two of our recently printed maps. These are:
No. 2 - The Traveler
No. 4 - Katahdin to the Penobscot East Branch.
I take it that you will place these in the hands of your people who are working in this area and
will call on us if more copies will be of assistance.
We have another map in the course of preparation, revision of Map No. 3, the Katahdin Region.
This embraces the area between the Penobscot East and West Branches and will be of more use
to you, I think, than the other two maps. Map No, 3 should be available in about a month.
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In approximately two months we shall be issuing a new Katahdin Section of the Maine Guide,
which will include Maps Nos. 2 and 3. No. 4 is being distributed separately. These will be
available in a couple of months but I have wanted to put them into your hands at this time, prior
to their general release with our 1950 Maine Guide Supplement and Katahdin Reprint.
On a different subject! From your knowledge of Maine, I assume that you know the Mt. Bigelow
Quadrangle will be very much out of date by reason of the tremendous storage basin on
Deadriver between Stratton and Long Falls. The map will be changed extensively. The Central
Maine Power Company has sketched for us the changes on the topographic map. I mention it in
the event that you are checking on Maine Quadrangles which are very much out of date and
require redoing as such you have accomplished in the Katahdin and Rangeley Quadrangles.
Please let us know if more of these maps will be of use to you.
cc:

John W, Clark

L. K. Moorehead (To save stenographic labor, I am sending you a copy of the letter to the
U.S.G.S., explanatory of the situation in connection with our new maps. Two have gone forward
to you by separate cover.)
Feb. 21, 1950
MEMORANDUM OF INDIVIDUALS TO WHOM MAPS NOS. 2 and 4 HAVE BEEN SENT.
Mr. L. S. Cook
Mr. Omar A. Sawyer
Mr. Elmer Wilson (also 1 of No. 3)
Mr. D. H. Watson (6) " “
Mr. L. K. Moorehead
Mr. J. C. Mahar, Trout Brook Farm, Shin Pond
John Mitchell, Patten, Maine
Caleb Scribner, Patten, Maine
Mr. H. J. Dyer (2 of No. 3 also)
Mr. John W. Clark
Miss Marjorie Hooker (12 flat; 25 folded)
Mr. G. A. Fernald (No. 4) sent by Miss Stephenson
A. D. Nutting (Nos. 2 and 4)
Robert G. Hutton, Supervisor
Mr. Pendleton, Supervisor
{Secretary and Directors (5) M.A.T.C.}
February 21, 1950. Myron Avery to L. S. Cook, Spruce Wood Department, Great Northern
Paper Company, 6 State Street, Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Cook:
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Our new Maps Nos. 2 and 4 may be of interest to you. In about two months we shall have
completed our new Map No. 3, which covers the terrain between the East and the West Branches
of the Penobscot.
Thank you for correcting and returning the map in keeping with my request.
February 25, 1950. Myron Avery to The Officers of The Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
The enclosed communication to Forest Commissioner A. D. Nutting will serve to report the
present status of the Cable Bridge repair matter and to advise M.A.T.C. Officers why, contrary to
previously announced plans, we have concluded that it is necessary to release the 1950
Supplement and Map No. 4 at this time and to initiate a campaign of pre-publication orders for
the Katahdin Reprint. A copy of Maps Nos. 2 and 4 are enclosed with this memorandum.
We have been greatly encouraged by the activity of our Officers in Maine in showing the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club lecture and in arranging for exhibits at shows. The objective is, of course,
to obtain additional sponsors for Trail maintenance. We had hoped that additional sponsors
would have been secured by this time. The lack makes us somewhat apprehensive and,
accordingly, we are urging each person who is working on the problem to concentrate on this
aspect of the matter. All Officers will have in mind the announced meeting date of April 23.
Notices will be sent out in sufficient time.
Miss Stephenson has asked me to say the following in connection with publicity:
"The Kodachrome Slide collection has been brought up to date and cards prepared so that it is
now a complete illustrated lecture on the Trail in Maine. It has been shown by Messrs. Clark,
Fairfield and Reeves before several groups and is available for use on application to Mrs.
Eleanor Jacobs, 4718 Bethesda Avenue, Bethesda 14, Maryland.
Five display posters covering all phases of Trail activity have been prepared. They are to be
exhibited at the Rumford Sportsmens Show, and after the end of March, will be available for use
in other exhibits.
Approximately 50 photographs of the Trail in Maine are available and titled. If any member
wishes to arrange for an exhibit, for example in the public library or school of any town in Maine,
the posters above mentioned and these photographs would provide the necessary material.
A display book of some 60 pages is being compiled for the State of Maine Information Building
at Kittery. It will be ready for the opening early in April. Subsequently, as rapidly as the
photographs needed can be secured, similar books will be prepared for other offices of the Maine
Publicity Bureau and elsewhere.
In order to publicize the new maps and the new edition of the Katahdin Reprint, during the
month of March a systematic campaign will be initiated in the furnishing of announcements and
articles to newspapers throughout the State. Plans have been formulated and will be carried out
early in April to have announcements of the meeting on April 23 carried in many newspapers
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throughout the State. Suggestions for articles and “tie-in" with local people, or photographs, or
other suggestions for publicity will be most welcome.”
Enclosures:
Ltr. dtd. Feb. 25, 1950 to Forest Commissioner A.D. Nutting
Maps Nos. 2 and 4
February 25, 1950. Myron Avery to A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
I am sending, under separate cover, three copies of two new maps issued by the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club.
One map, No. 4, covers the terrain between the Penobscot West Branch and the East Branch of
Pleasant River. It is in two colors and replaces Map No. 4 of the present Maine Guide. The other
is an improved edition of what was Map No. 3B covering The Traveler area. This will be of
interest to you by reason of your Baxter State Park activities.
The Club has in the process of being printed a very much expanded edition of the Katahdin
Section of the Maine Guide. This will have an enlarged map, which will include much new
terrain; it embraces the region between the Penobscot West and East Branches. This will be
available for distribution before our meeting at Lewiston on April 23rd. We shall, of course, send
copies to you. While you have your very excellent Forestry District maps, these maps may be of
value to you in indicating the country from the traveler’s viewpoint.
I am also sending copies of the maps to Supervisors Hutton and Pendleton. We had assumed that
Supervisor Pendleton had a Maine Guide. A check of our mailing list did not indicate that one
had been sent. Consequently, one was furnished recently. If it was not received, I assume he will
advise us.
We have been obliged to take action on another problem. That is the matter of issuing our 1950
Supplement to Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. I wrote, I think, that we were most
anxious to be able to state in that Supplement exactly what would be accomplished in the way of
repairing the Bridge in order to publicize travel on the Appalachian 'Trail in Maine. Without
early publicity that this impediment had been eliminated, we cannot expect much use of the Trail
in 1950. Our printer’s limitations and the time situation have forced us to abandon the plan of
making a definite announcement. Accordingly, we are sending the 1950 Supplement to the
printer with the statement that the repairing of the Bridge has been authorized by the Governor
and Council and that we will send out a supplemental notice when the matter has become
specific. While it means double mailing, it seems necessary to release the 1950 Supplement and
Map No, 4, at this time, as well as to publicize Map No. 3.
The expenditure involved in these maps and the new 200-page Katahdin Reprint is defrayed by
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and represents a heavy inroad on its budget. The 10,000
inquiries from the publicity articles of last year have exhausted our Guidebooks so that the
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Appalachian Trail Conference is obligating itself for a minimum expenditure of five to six
thousand dollars for new Guidebooks to the Southern Appalachians and the New England Guide.
It is unfortunate that the Cable Bridge should have had to let go at a time when other demands
are so heavy. I mention the matter so that you may know that we, like all the rest of the
Government departments, have our budgetary problems.
I trust that now that the special session has adjourned the occasion is auspicious to approach the
Governor in an effort to resolve the problem of financing the repair of the Cable Bridge.
If you think it would be of interest to your District fire wardens to have copies of Map No. 2 and
Map No. 4, we would be glad to forward them on receipt of their addresses. I do not have an upto-date Maine Forest Service Directory.
cc; Supervisor Robert G. Hutton, Supervisor Pendleton, All Officers of M.A.T.C.
February 25, 1950. Harold H. Haley, 5 Manson Ave., Kittery, Maine to Myron H. Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:I’m sorry that your letter of January 7th has gone unanswered for so long. Francis is going to
college at the Univ. of Maine in Orono and was home for a week end a short time ago. At that
time I mentioned answering your letter and I don't know if he did or not. I was glad to hear from
you and will try to explain the situation up at Long Pond.
As it is now I don't believe there will be any of us up there very much this coming Summer. I
realize you have some equipment stored there that you might want to use. If there is any way that
I can help you out and you can let me know a week in advance I think I can do it. I have a lot of
work to do up there before I would consider opening for business. I will be glad when it is done
but I intend to have every thing right, and run right.
Last Summer Francis hurt his knee while he was up there and had to come home and go to the
hospital and have it operated on so that put a crimp on his being there. He hurt it playing football
when he was in the Navy and all he did up to camp was jump off the porch and injured it again.
We had to fly out and I drove home for him. I don't think he plans on spending too much time up
to camp this Summer as he wants to get a job with some income. He will have two more years in
college.
Soon after that happened my Brother was taken sick and he made his home with my Mother in
Bath. I had to spend a lot of time helping them and my Mother now is living with me. I was up to
camp in October getting quite a lot done and was called home again. My youngest son, if you
remember we called him Billy, came down with Polio and when I got home he was in the Elliot
Hospital up in Manchester N.H. and came very close to dying. He is still in the hospital but has
gained a lot, although both his legs are still useless. He is my main desire now and I go up to see
him three and four times a week. I don't know how long it will be before he will get home.
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I did run back up to camp one weekend in Nov. to close everything up as I left in such a hurry
before. The St. Regis Co. has built a new depot camp in on the tote road about five minutes walk
from the dam. They have cut off a lot of the trees along the road and they were considering
graveling the road as far as that camp. I don't know if it will make it better for me or not. I find
them very nice people to do business with and I do think if I can get things straightened out I will
have as good a place as you could find.
I know everything was terribly run down but the location was there and I could fix up the camps.
The boats all will have to be replaced and it will all take time. I will have to work at my present
job until I know every thing is alright. I put all I had into that place up there and I’m going to get
it fixed up or I won’t operate it.
If at any time you are traveling in this vicinity you are very welcome and I will be glad to have
you make me a call if you find it convenient.
The bush cutters you sent were received and are with your things over head in the main camp,
also the can of blue paint. I am going to try to get up around the latter part of May for a day or
two.
I understand you have had a few wintery days in Washington. I don't think it has been a bad
winter here. This month has been the coldest and spring is (just around the corner). I expect to be
in Washington Thursday but will come down on the night train Wednesday and back Thursday
night so my trip will be very short.
February 27, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
In Answer to your several inquiries regarding the signs: I wrote John Clark when he offered to
cut the stencils that if he would send me enough stencils to use up what lumber that I had left
over (8 or 10) signs, that I would make up that number and he could do the balance, which would
mean about 12 signs for him to make. I have never heard from him so that I never knew whether
he intended to send me the stencils or whether he intended to make all the signs himself. My
offer still stands. However, when warm weather arrives I will not have any time to make signs. I
have 10 bookings to show the Trail slides in March so most of my time will be taken up for
about three weeks.
John wrote me and said that as soon as he got his plans further developed he would like to come
to Dryden and discuss them with me. I invited him to bring his wife and either spend the night
with us or to come on a Sunday afternoon and have supper and spend the evening. I have never
heard from him in regards to this.
I have thought several times that 266 miles of trail is altogether too much for any one man to
supervise. I would suggest that this distance be divided, preferably into three but at least into two,
and more Overseers of Trail appointed. Altho I have not mentioned this to anyone, I do believe
that M.A.T.C. member Louis Chorzempa would be willing to take over the Western Maine
Section if the M.A.T.C. would want him to. This would give a much greater coverage, would
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relieve Mr. Clark of much of his burden and allow him to concentrate on a smaller distance. Mr.
Chorzempa is well qualified, I believe willing, altho I have-not mentioned it to him, and he is a
person that everyone can work with. It is something that could be given thought and if you find
that it has merit it could be discussed at the April meeting.
We have organized an Outing Club here in Wilton and now have about 20 members, half of
whom are females. The Club is sponsoring my old section of the A.T. and Mr. Chorzempa is the
Overseer of Trails for it. He is a good Trail worker. The name is Wilton Outing Club. We have
already had two outings; a snowshoe hike to a camp and a big feed and an ice fishing trip. Next
Sunday night we will have an indoor meeting when I will show the Trail slides.
February 28, 1950. John W. Clark to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
At the request of Mr. Fairfield, we shipped you yesterday by express, the Maine A-T slides.
February 28, 1950. John W. Clark to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
Please pardon the delay in answering your letter of February 11.
I have just shipped the slides to Mr. Reeves for his March 3 date. I have shown them to about a
dozen small groups (chiefly ski groups) whom I have hopes of interesting in trail work. I have
dodged a number of service club showings but had to make a few in Westbrook. I am planning
several showings for April.
I have written three letters to Mr. Fairfield of the University of Maine but so far have not
received an answer.
I have lost my sign list. Will you please send me another copy.
February 28, 1950. John W. (Jack) Clark to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Refer to your letter of February 10. I am pleased that Milton Anderson is still interested in trail
work. The further I get in trying to line up a work plan for 1950, the more it appears that it is
going to be necessary to obtain a certain amount of paid help.
I’ve been rather disappointed in the results of showing the Maine Trail slides. Everyone likes
them and is very pleased to have had an opportunity to view them. They aroused interest in the
A-T but so far have not produced very much in the way of results.
The one exception is Bigelow, and that looks rather encouraging. There are two high school
groups which seem very much interested but are perhaps a little overambitious.
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I would like your advice as to the desirability of showing the slides to service club groups. I have
more or less dodged this as I know of no local groups who would contribute much to either trail
maintenance or trail travel. It would be possible to show the slides to practically all the service
clubs and a number of women’s clubs in both Portland and Westbrook. Do you feel that there is
much to be gained by so doing?
Your letter of February 10 mentioned the possibility of a trip just after the snow leaves. I assume
that this would probably be mid May for the non-mountainous sections. Is there any possibility
of your being able to take such a trip?
I note that you say, “Down here it is still warm and no snow." Winter has finally taken hold of
Maine. We have had two heavy snowstorms with drifts at the farm up to six feet deep. The last
three mornings, the temperature has been fifteen below or lower.
February 28, 1950. Jean Stephenson to C. S. McCarty. Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
As I told you over the telephone this morning, we found that we could not get the KATAHDIN
REPRINT done by the April date even if it was done by offset. As we would much prefer
printing and much prefer you to do it, when the date on which it was needed proved impossible,
we re-arranged everything in Maine and elsewhere and found that if we could have copies at the
dates I told you over the telephone we could manage it. It means some loss, and it means a lot
more work for us here, but we are planning to handle it. It is, however, essential, that the new
dates be met. You said over the telephone that you could do this. I am repeating them here,
however, so there will be no misunderstanding.
I am enclosing the "copy” for the KATAHDIN REPRINT. You have all the specifications. We
are making one change, however. We will not need the binders for 500 copies. Those 500 are to
be cut and punched like the others and then a paper band or something of the sort put around
them. That 500 will be sent to holders of the GUIDE, to be inserted in the binder they already
have.
As I told you ever the telephone: We will need 250 of the copies in binders by June 1; 350 not
inserted in binders and 100 in binders by June 15; 150 not in binders and 100 in binders by July
15; and the remainder as soon thereafter as convenient.
Will you confirm to Captain Avery that you can meet these dates as he is naturally much
concerned over the situation. As you know, the vacation season in Maine is short, and we made
commitments which now cannot be met, and it just will not do to fall down on our second
commitments.
There is one other most important thing. We need to have a fairly good idea of the cost right
away. 1 realize that you cannot tell exactly until you get into it, but I assume that the reduction of
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the covers and the metal "claps” for them from 1500 to 1000 will make some difference. Also,
you mentioned that with the changed date you might be able to use a more economical paper size.
Will you let me know right away how touch of a reduction from your previously quoted cost you
now think we can count on. It is important that we know soon, as we must set a price on the book
and it ought to be low enough to just barely cover the printing and maps. Even so, it will be
much higher than the old edition. I will appreciate it if you will let me know right away what you
think the reduction will be, so we can set a price, get out our announcements, let the people in
Maine know. etc.
The cuts will follow in a few days. And the maps will be in ample time for assembling.
February 29, 1950. Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I’m sorry this letter is a little late, but I have just got done having a week vacation from school.
My school closes on the 16 of June, but my class is going on a class trip to Boston and I would
not be able to work until the 26 of June.
We have a little over 3 feet of snow up here and it seems as if it is snowing every other day.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
(Furnished by Jean Stephenson, Publicity Director, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, March
1, 1950.)
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club reports that The Appalachian Trail has been re-opened
throughout the entire State. While some work remains to be done on some sections in order that
they may be to pre-war standards, it is traversable throughout.
Unfortunately, the Cable Bridge, used to cross the Penobscot West Branch at Nesowadnehunk
Falls, is no longer usable, as a portion of it has fallen away. The Club has had the matter up with
the Maine Forestry Department and the Governor and Council have approved rebuilding the
structure. The scheduled date will be announced shortly?
A meeting of members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club was held in Auburn last October,
which was attended by all but two officers and by numerous members. The Constitution of the
Club has been amended to provide for a new class of membership, to be known as “Annual
Members”, the dues for which are $3.00 a year. The new President is Myron H. Avery; the new
Secretary is Stanley B. Attwood (Box 165, Lewiston, Maine), while the new Overseer of Trails
is John W. Clark of South Windham, Maine. The 1950 Annual Meeting will be held at Bates
College, Lewiston, Maine, on April 23.
The unusual quantity of publicity on The Appalachian Trail last summer (such as the Reader’s
Digest, Glamour, National Geographic, etc.) resulted in exhaustion of the stock of several of the
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Maine maps and of the Katahdin Reprint. The Katahdin Section of the Guide has, therefore, been
completely revised in some 212 pages, and the "reprint” is being issued in looseleaf form. It is
now at the printer’s and is expected to be available in June. This will contain an entirely revised
map of the Katahdin Region (Map No. 3), which will include areas to the north and east for
which there has been no comparable map available. The map covering Katahdin to East Branch
of Pleasant River (Map No. 4) has been revised and issued as a two-color map. It may be
procured at a cost of 35¢ from the Appalachian Trail Conference, 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W.,
Washington 6, D. C.
March, 1950.
NOTICE TO PURCHASERS OF GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
There are forwarded herewith the current 1950 Supplement to GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE and the new, two-color edition of Map No. 4, “Katahdin to
East Branch, Pleasant River”. This map replaces the one-color map which appeared in the fourth
edition of the Maine Guide and is printed on the new water resistant Army wet-strength paper.
Previous Supplements have referred to the procedure for keeping current the loose-leaf fourth
edition of the Maine Guide. Rather than request the remitting of small sums when each
Supplement or minor revisions were issued, the publications were sent forward automatically to
each registered Guidebook purchaser. The original loose-leaf fourth edition, as issued in 1942,
was sold for $2.50. The price remains that figure. Each year there has been issued an annual
Supplement. Excluding the Corrigenda, 158 revised pages to the Guidebook were sent forward in
1947. In 1948 some 38 revised pages were sent forward. (The situation as to the extent of
supplementary pages appears in detail in the 1949 Supplement.) While the material, which has
been issued to render the Guide current obviously has been extensive, only two additional
remittances have been requested; the sum of $1.00 in 1947 and 25 cents for Maps Nos. 3A and
3B.
There is now in the process of printing a very much expanded revision of the Katahdin Section
of the Maine Guide. This will replace Chapters 4 and 5 (146 pages of the fourth edition). The
revision will consist of over 210 pages. A feature of the revision will be a very much expanded
map which replaces Map No. 3. “The Katahdin Region". This will embrace the terrain between
the Penobscot East and West branches and furnishes data for areas now becoming available for
travel and exploration as a result of recent developments in the Katahdin region.
This revision will be issued in early June. It can be substituted, as a unit, for Chapters 4 and 5 of
the present Guide. Map No. 3B, “The Traveler", has been replaced by a new edition which will
appear in this Reprint. Map No. 3A is incorporated into the new Map No. 3.
To avoid the expense of mailing costs, it has been concluded desirable to ascertain in advance
whether purchasers of the Maine Guide wish to obtain, at this time, the 1950 Katahdin Reprint.
Accordingly, there is attached hereto a form which will serve as the basis of remittance for the
material forwarded since 1948 and, if desired, as an order blank for the 1950 Katahdin Reprint. If
you remit 50¢ only, your name will be continued on the list to receive future changes but the
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1950 Katahdin Reprint will not be forwarded to you. If you remit $1.50, you will receive a
Katahdin Reprint, as above described, when it appears in June.
In making remittance, please do not send stamps. Have checks made to the order of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, Inc. Please use the form below.
*****

Date:_______________________________

Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.,
Care of The Appalachian Trail Conference, Inc.,
1916 Sunderland Place, N. W.
Washington 6, D. C.
___ I am enclosing herewith the sum of ($.50) ($1.50)
_____Please continue my address on your records to receive future Supplements and notices of the
Maine Guide.
___I do not wish to receive the 1950 Katahdin Reprint and, consequently, have not
enclosed the additional $1.00.
___I wish to obtain the 1950 Katahdin Reprint when it is issued and enclose the total sum
of $1.50.
The number of my Maine Guidebook is________ .
My address should appear on your records as follows:
March 2, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Roy:
The slides arrived yesterday. Am showing them to the local camera club tonight. I have them
reserved until March 25th but not booking at present after March 19th. I will either express them
to you before (to arrive) March 31st or deliver them in person if I happen to be down to Lewiston.
I understand Jack Clark wants them again after you are through with them. How did you make
out at Farmington State Teachers College?
March 2, 1950. A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks for your letter of February 25. I have not received the maps as yet but am sure they will
be of use to us when they do arrive.
I hope to have an opportunity to talk with the Governor soon on the cable bridge.
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March 2, 1950. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
Sorry I have not had time to write, but a combination of class room activities, PhDeliberations
re:thesis, work with the many Outing Club activities, open houses on music here at the house, etc.
have sort of kept me out of mischief during the past couple months. My letter to Mrs. Jacobs will
tell part of the story on the Farmington contact. I have reasons to believe that we may get some
real help here within a year or two. They are interested, want to participate with us on a May
work trip. They are not too well organized at this point, but I think we can help them here too.
We are arranging a joint meeting in April at which we intend to emphasize the work of our club
through short talks by the Directors of our organization and through slides showing our several
activities.
Am already beginning to make plans for an AT trip in the Spring. In fact, this morning, I had a
tough time keeping my mind on the politics theory I was reading! First thing I knew I was
dreaming about Elephant Mt. lean-to! Am hoping we can put our section into A1 condition by
the first of June, then run a special summer trip as suggested in the latest edition of the AT News.
Looking forward already to the April meeting.
Dear Mrs. Jacobs:
Thank you for your letter of Feb. 19. I did not have the slides when I received your letter, for I
had sent them along to John Clark, but wrote to John and asked him to forward them to Lawson
Reeves. I’m sure he received them in time.
I fear that my showing is not too good insofar as the slides are concerned, at the moment at least.
John Clark used them until the last moment at Portland and he wanted them right back after my
Feb. 7 showing at Farmington, so I had to cancel a couple of engagements. But I did go to
Farmington state Teacher’s College on Feb. 7 with 13 other members of our Outing Club, where
we held a joint meeting with about 25 of their people. All in all about 40 people saw them at this
joint meeting, which, incidentally, went over very well. We are making arrangements for their
visiting us sometime in April. I believe there is reasonable hope that they will become a
maintaining organization in the not-too-distance future.
Could I reserve the slides for the first ten days in April? And could you let me know about it
immediately, possibly by AirMail. If it is OK, I would like to arrange for several showings in the
York County area during my spring vacation, when I shall be in Saco anyway. I don’t dare
contact these people until I hear from you and get the go-ahead signal.
March 3, 1950. Myron Avery to John W. Clark South Windham, Maine
Dear Mr. Clark:
I have your letter of February 28th which refers to my letter of February 10th.
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By now, you will have received a copy of my memorandum to the Officers of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, which expresses my concern over the lack of progress which we have
made in obtaining additional sponsors.
The meeting on April 23rd is uncomfortably close at hand. There are quite a few matters which
you are going to have to care for before that time. Consequently, I think it advisable for me to
take time out to go over the situation carefully with you. I hope that you, in turn, will study this
letter and can act immediately on the points which require some action.
1. I have suggested that you would want, for the April 23rd meeting, an outline map showing the
Sections, sponsors and the plans for dealing with the areas. For instance, between Katahdin and
the Penobscot West Branch you would put down that the matter will be handled in August by
Sidney Tappan, who will do the necessary reclearing.
2. Some of your letters to me indicated, quite properly, your desire to have nothing happen which
would diminish the interest and activity of Lawson Reeves. Lawson is a very energetic
individual and you have seen indications of his pressing us. I think I should say that I suspect
that he regards you in arrears on some of your commitments! To quote: "I have never heard from
him so that I never knew whether he intended to send me the stencils or whether he intended to
make all the signs himself. My offer still stands. However, when warm weather arrives, I will not
have any time to make signs. I have ten bookings to show the Trail slides in March, so most of
my time will be taken up for about three weeks.”
I am awfully anxious to complete this sign program this year and I would dislike intensely to
miss this by reason of Lawson’s annoyance through not receiving the promised stencils. He also
seems to be under the impression that you have a commitment to come to Dryden and discuss
matters with him. I would suggest that you write him and clear any such commitment from the
books if you are unable to see him. Perhaps you did not intend as definite as his tenacious
memory indicates.
I had noticed your request to Miss Stephenson for a sign list, which indicates the reason why you
were perhaps not able to make the stencils. We sent you several copies when the list was revised.
3. Reeves has organized his Wilton Outing Club with twenty members. Apparently, he intends to
have the Club take over his old section of the Trail and Mr. Chorzempa is the Club's Overseer of
Trails. I think you might sound Lawson out on the proposition of whether the Club could not, in
addition, take a short Section in some other section of the State, such as Blanchard to Monson.
4. From both Lawson and Fairfield before the meeting, I think you would want to ascertain
whether their showing of slides has brought any suggestions of sponsorships and try to get them
to bring to a conclusion any angles which they are working on. Fairfield thought that the school
at Farmington was an excellent prospect.
I agree that the University of Maine situation is to be written off. Naturally, it is annoying to
spend so much labor on a rush request and to have all our communications ignored.
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As you will remember, our purpose in developing the Maine Appalachian Trail lecture was not
so much to arouse interest in traveling the Trail in Maine but to produce sponsors. The process
may be slow but it looks as if we will not have increased our maintaining clubs. I note your
inquiry about service club groups. I think you are in a much better position than I to indicate how
worthwhile it is to spend time on these organizations. The test to me would be the probability of
obtaining sponsors or members for the Club.
5. This is an important item. I had hoped that in 1950 we were going to be able to avoid any
expense for paid labor. Certainly, we will not approach the Forest Service. 1949 was a
tremendously expensive one which cannot be repeated even to a small degree. Perhaps I am
overly optimistic and we will still have to dip into the funds to some extent, particularly for the
area around Monson. Our situation is one where, if these areas are not cleared in 1950, we will
have a tremendous burden. So, we may have to reconcile ourselves to using Anderson. It would
be unfortunate if either you or I cannot check on his work. Anderson has written me on February
29th, as follows: "I am sorry this letter is a little late, but I have just got done having a week's
vacation from school. My school closes on the 16th of June but my class is going on a class trip
to Boston and I would not be able to work until the 26th of June. We have a little over three feet
of snow up here and it seems as if it is snowing every other day."
I dislike the idea of one man in the woods but, since he would be returning home at the end of
each day and would not be using an ax, there is probably a sufficient safety margin.
6. The next point is following up Mr. Hank Child's correspondence with Miss Stephenson and
perhaps assigning to this group a small section where the money which they would contribute
could be used for handling the Trail with a paid crew. Little Wilson Campground to Monson
might be a possibility. I would suggest that the approach would be that you have been furnished
with copies of the correspondence and would like to conclude the matter by April 23. The
controlling factor is the amount which the group would feel that it could make available for labor
each year.
7. The last and final point is a matter of my own personal records and filing. As Supervisor, you
should have as much information as possible. In many cases passing on to you the original letters
saves the expense and time of copying them. As an illustration of developments, I have just
received a long letter from the new proprietor of the Mountain View Camps on Long Pond, to
the effect that the St. Regis Paper Company has built a new depot camp at the dam and may put
in a graveled road to the dam. This would revolutionize the approach to the Barren-Chairback
range. Your letter of February 28th returned some letters written about four months back. The
problems of missing letters and filing after a considerable period are self-evident and it looks as
if either you will have to set up an immediate system of returning letters or I will be unable to
risk sending on original letters when I am troubled by my inability to locate them for later
correspondence or use.
I hope that you will be able to come up with definite progress on Bigelow.
My reference to a trip after the snow leaves was perhaps more in the way of how I would like to
see the maintenance program function. It would be invaluable if we could have the sections
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covered at that time with someone to take out the winter damage and learn of developments
which present difficulty. I am not able to take off sufficient time in May to make this trip, myself.
I am counting on drafting myself for work in June in the Barren-Chairback area and around West
Branch Ponds because of what was not done last year and the urgency. I had had some thought
of trying to use Anderson in that connection but apparently his later availability would cause
difficulty. There is nothing that could be of greater help to us than to have the Trail patrolled for
its length by a couple of husky individuals in mid-May.
This is a long letter but there is much to do before April 23rd and I have thought it of advantage
to outline fully and frankly what we have before us in that interval.
cc:

Miss Marion Park
Miss Jean Stephenson

March 3, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I am glad, indeed, to have your most welcome letter of February 27th. It has been quite a little
while since I have heard from you.
I did see the Sportsmen's Show at New York and was interested in the Rangeley Exhibit.
I want to ask you to prod John Clark just as vigorously about those signs as you do your
Washington friends when they are delinquent! I spoke to him about it when I was in Portland in
January. It had slipped his mind. I took it up again and found that, apparently, he had lost the
sign list for he wrote to Miss Stephenson for one. I would hate to miss the chance to get all these
signs made in 1950, so I have written another strong reminder. I also had a chance to refer to
your expectation to see him in Dryden. John has many irons in the fire and I hope you will not let
the situation rest if action is not forthcoming.
I have given a good deal of thought to your suggestion of three overseers of the Trail. It would
mean a change in the Officers provided by the Constitution but that is a minor matter. The
trouble now is that there are so many gaps in the maintenance. Theoretically, it is highly
desirable to have one overseer so that he can coordinate and know about activities all over the
State. If we filled in the gaps in the sponsors, the problems would be less. There would be
nothing to prevent Clark from appointing an assistant and it is a matter which can be discussed to
advantage at the April meeting.
I am much interested in what you write as to the Wilton Outing Club. I see that it is taking over,
officially, your old section. We will make the change on the records in the next revision of the
publications.
I have written John Clark a long letter, outlining what needs to be done before April 23rd. Most
important is to bring to a conclusion any leads or possibilities of obtaining sponsors for various

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1950 - Compiled by David Field – Page

61

sections. This, of course, is the underlying reason for all our publicity and the use of the Trail
lecture. This, plus our efforts to obtain more of the new-type of dues-paying members.
I am sure that I will not forget what you have written about the use of Mr. Chorzempa but, if in
the press of matters I should forget it, you will be sure, I know, to bring it up when we have our
meeting of Officers.
I see nothing to prevent, under our present setup, Mr. Clark’s making him an assistant with
responsibility for a definite area. When we fill in the maintenance gaps, the duties of the
Overseer of Trails will be a lot simpler.
We have done all that we could here in the way of making available publications, literature, etc.,
to publicize the Trail in Maine.
I hope very much that the Cable Bridge problem will be solved by the time we have our meeting
but this is a matter where I have not been able to make the progress which I have wished.
In any event, don’t have any hesitation in pressing Clark on the signs.
See you in April!
March 3, 1950. Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
It will be a while yet before the park authority acts on the rules and regulations. I went over the
third revision with Mr. Farris last week and it is a matter of waiting for Mr. Stobie to return
before anything more can be done. He is out west. If we can't get under your printing deadline
with the final form, I can send you a copy that will be so close to the final form that there will be
little difference, for all practical purposes.
I have been after Charles MacDonald in regards to the paintings he has. He has been hunting for
them several times and has uncovered some interesting items which he has shown me. A booklet
on the Lunksoo and Spring Brook Camps issued about 1901. An In the Maine Woods, 1903,
with pictures of the 1902 Harvey, Davis Cowles trip,- The Maine Woods book had a slightly
different title but was in the same form as the later issues of the same title. He recalls that the
paintings are 5" x 7" or there abouts. They are stored in the attic and I think the cold weather has
slowed down his hunt.
You recall the Maine Development Commission booklet Mountain Climbing in Maine, this went
out of print last year about this time. I worked up a revision of the section on the park and sent it
in last summer. So far I have had no satisfaction as far as getting this reprinted. This booklet has
good general information on the park and covers a lot of the A.T. I have a lot of demand for this
sort of literature and I am sure it adds to your Trail publicity. It may be of considerable help to
get things moving with the Development Commission if the Trail Conference gave them a prod
in this regard, if you haven't already done so.
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I haven't heard anything more on the progress of the repairs to the cover of the register on
Katahdin. I am going in with ski parties in about two weeks, but we will have no real need for it
until May.
March 6, 1950. Eleanor Jacobs, 4718 Bethesda Ave., Bethesda 14, Maryland, to Roy
Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Fairfield,
Thank you for your letter of 2 March 1950 and for seeing that the slides were sent to Mr. Reeves.
A postcard from him states he received them in plenty of time.
You may have the slides for the first ten days in April. I am writing Mr. Reeves to send them to
you by April first.
I am sorry you had to cancel some engagements and hope that you will be able to show them as
often as you wish to in April.
March 6, 1950. Myron Avery to George Helmke, P. O. Box 47, Gillette, New Jersey.
Dear George:
I have just had a note from Harold J. Dyer, the Custodian of the Baxter State Park, who has
offered to replace the lid on the cylinder at Katahdin. Dyer writes:
“1 havn’t heard anything more on the progress of the repairs to the cover of the register
on Katahdin. I am going in with ski parties in about two weeks but we will have no real
need for it until May.”
I suppose that you have been delayed in finishing the job by other matters but I hope that you
will find It possible to send it forward in May. To save remailing, it could be sent direct to
Harold J. Dyer, Custodian, Baxter State Park, Sherman Mills, Maine. After May, Dyer’s address
will be Millinocket, Maine but I hope that it can be finished so as to reach him before he leaves
Sherman Mills for the Park.
I am a little disturbed by what the ice and snow may do to the inside of the cylinder while it is
unprotected during the winter, I tried to fix it so as to keep out as much moisture as possible but
the winter winds will drive it in.
We had a very nice visit yesterday from Ned Anderson on his way back from Florida. He seems
in excellent health.
I will appreciate your dropping me a note as to how you stand with the cylinder.
March 7, 1950. Ralph L. Northway, 195 Beach St., Saco, Maine, to Roy Fairfield.
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Dear Roy:
The Fireside Club voted to invite you to show the slides of the Appalachian Mountain Trail. Our
regular meeting night, April 3rd is the only available date, as that will be Holy Week and other
commitments have been made for the other dates available.
If this date is still open, let me know as we wish to invite groups from Scarboro, Old 0rchard,
Biddeford and South Biddeford in addition to groups from our church, as we realize our group is
small for such an occasion.
March 7, 1950. Myron Avery
MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CLUB:
Since the announced meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at Lewiston, Maine, on April
23, 1950, is rapidly approaching, it seems desirable to complete arrangements so that we can
issue, by April first, a Notice of Meeting to members. To advance matters, I am suggesting a
program with the expectation that each officer will advise of any preferable arrangements, etc.
In the first instance, Mr. Fairfield will need let me know the specified meeting place.
I suggest that we schedule a meeting, at 11:00 a.m. of the officers, instead of having it follow the
afternoon session with probably less available time. The afternoon session could commence at
2:00 p.m., and schedule reports from the officers. (This ought to occupy about an hour.) The next
hour could be devoted to general discussion. I think it most desirable also to show the reel on
trail technique, which would take about forty-five minutes. We would ask Mr. Fairfield to make
arrangements for a projector and operator.
For our evening session at 8:00 p.m., we should, I think, show the Maine slides, which would
occupy about an hour. It occurs to me that it would be of interest and afford an opportunity to all
of us to ask Mr. Greaton to spend an hour showing some of his Maine movie reels. (He shows
these to many State of Maine associations.) This would make a full evening of slides and movies.
Arriving at a decision as to the agenda and times, etc., will facilitate the publicity to be given the
meeting through our Secretary and Miss Stephenson. Since we cannot be assured of too large
attendance, I think it preferable to postpone inviting any State officials, such as the Forest
Commissioner.
I would ask Mr. Fairfield to make a particular effort to have the University of Maine, Colby and
Bowdoin send representatives. (The Maine Outing Club’s president indicated, as I reported last
fall, a strong desire to have the Club participate in Trail maintenance. I wrote him immediately,
outlining the possibilities. Mr. Clark has unsuccessfully followed up two or three times without
receiving any reply.)
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Since our major objective is to increase the Trail sponsorship groups, we will ask each officer to
make a particular effort to have in attendance prospective Trail maintaining groups. Mr. Clark
may think it profitable to have some ski council representative invited, in view of the Sugarloaf
ski trail proposal.
I will take final action with the Secretary in the way of preparing and issuing the announcement
after March 20th.
Please write me at your earliest convenience if you have suggestions in addition to what is
outlined here. Miss Stephenson will write Mr. Fairfield about the display of her folders.
cc: Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs
March 7, 1950. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer Custodian, Baxter State Park, Sherman
Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I was pleased to have your letter of March 3rd.
There are several things which I think I can cover to advantage at this time and my reply will
cover quite a range of subjects. We are still feeling the aftermath of the deluge of last year's
publicity. That, in addition to the 210 pages of the Katahdin Reprint, which rests with the printer,
we are obliged to get out new editions of the New England and Southern guides. Unfortunately,
there has been very little leisure this winter.
By now you should have seen the end results of some of the matters in the form of the printed
copies of Maps Nos. 2 and 4. I also sent you, for correction, a Van Dyke of Map No. 3. I feel that
this has real possibilities in the way of covering the extended area in Central Maine now being
opened up. This is how the Katahdin Reprint stands. The 1950 Supplement and Map No. 4 will
be mailed out in about two weeks. Map No. 2 and Map No. 3 will be a part of the Supplement.
Our printer's commitments prevent getting this Katahdin Reprint in the mail before June first.
We expect to have a pre-publication sales price of $1.00 and sell it later for $l.25 and allow the
sales agencies which stock the Guide about 35¢ per copy. The printer has guaranteed delivery by
June and, while I wish it could be a bit earlier, this is the best possible arrangement. As soon as
we get in a sufficient number of corrections, particularly those which you and Wilson have, we
will proceed to print Map No. 3 in one color.
There was a mix-up on the printing arrangements for the revised Katahdin Quadrangle and I
doubt if it would appear before July first. I would have liked to have included it with the
Supplement since it will furnish the most accurate details for the central portion of Map No. 3. It
would increase the Supplement cost by 15¢ and, in view of the non-availability of the
Quadrangle, we have revised the plan and only refer to it.
I have now received four of the framed paintings from Boston, eight of the larger sketches and
one-half of the box which contained the 125 – 5x7 paintings. I plan to keep these intact for a
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while and then I shall present some of the sketches to people who have been so intimately
connected with Katahdin, such as yourself, Miss Stephenson and Miss Park, etc.
My expectation is that all these things will eventually find their way to the State Library and,
pending that, Mr. Vose may have a Hallowell Exhibit so I do not want to disperse the items. I
wish very much that you could see them down here.
As soon as I have a copy returned, I will send to you a carbon of the item which I have written
which supplements the article on "Photographers at Katahdin" and completes the Hallowell story.
What you developed from MacDonald was most valuable. It is of interest to check the Hallowell
paintings and photographs. Many of the paintings are almost identical with the scenes.
I have come to the conclusion that the watercolor labeled "Billfish Mountain”, which is one of
the outstanding items, is in reality "Bald”.
I have a complete set of "In the Maine Woods" which go back to 1898. The advertisements for
the Lunksoos Camps and the Rogers' activities there are extremely interesting. MacDonald's
booklet on his camps, issued in 1901, is indeed a rare item. {I would like to see it.}
Mr, Vose is to send on to you the Hallowell photographs, not only the lumbering scenes but the
trees, Katahdin and East Branch. I think you will find it of interest to go over these with
MacDonald. Some of these items take a little time to move along, particularly since we are
working on a great many items.
I am much interested in your comment on "mountain climbing in Maine”. I contributed the
original Katahdin items and a lot of other material for the original edition. I have not thought that
it was the complete answer for what the State should issue on mountaineering but it was
preferable to nothing at all. Talking off the record, at times we have noticed that other people
have difficulty in obtaining satisfaction from the Development Commission. It has been
suggested that their interest varies according to the credit which the Commission receives in the
particular activity. For instance, the newspaper report that the Commission underwrote the ski
races at Rumford to the extent of $2,000. I can't quite see where they would get funds for this
purpose.
We have a meeting, as you know, of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, scheduled at Lewiston
for April 23rd. We intend to ask Mr. Greaton to show some of his movies on Maine, which he
takes for the Development Commission. I think that that would be the most effective time to
bring up the matter of this booklet. When we write Greaton in this connection, we can drive the
opening wedge and will do all possible to obtain its re-issue.
We have rather elaborate plans for exhibits with the Maine Publicity Bureau offices during the
coming year. The Development Commission’s office at Augusta does not offer much of an
opportunity.
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Incidentally, I am still unsuccessful in getting any word out of Professor Leavitt about the Merrill
photographs. I am puzzled to know why he should be so secretive since we gave him the lead
which led to their being located.
I was very sorry to hear that Supervisor Hutton had been seriously ill last fall. The Forest Service
did an excellent job in clearing on Bigelow and Moxie Bald. Forest Commissioner Nutting
writes that he will see the Governor in a little while on the Matter of the financing of the cable
bridge repair which has been approved by the Governor and Council. I cannot quite understand
why it should be thought that any payment out of the Contingent Fund for this purpose would be
considered by the Forest Supervisors or by the Baxter State Park people as reducing their
possibilities of getting help from the Contingent Fund. They are not competing projects.
This seems to bring me to the final point. That is the Section in the Guide on the Park Rules and
Regulations. Due to the postponement of the printing of the revision, if we get the material by
May first it would be in time. Our real problem is to determine the amount of space so that we
can leave blank pages for the Regulations when they become official. If you could send me, now,
a carbon that would be close to the final form, it would help greatly in setting up the copy. We
could make changes in proof when Mr. Stobie returns. If you have only a carbon copy and will
send it on, we will make here the necessary copies. It will help greatly if you can let us have a
copy in its present form.
I would ask that the Hallowell situation and the plans for the Guide revision be treated as
"personal and confidential" as they say down here, until the situation is publicized. I want to
avoid any difficulties through stimulating action in other quarters.
I think this tells you how everything stands and we will look forward with much interest to your
reaction to Map No. 3.
We still have had no snow here, although last week was decidedly on the cold side. One of those
winters you will have to travel Washington-way and make a longer visit than when you were
going north on route from the Army.
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson
Miss Marion Park

P. S.
Since dictating this letter, I gave myself the pleasure of looking through the early issues of "In
the Maine Woods". The one issued for 1903 is titled, "Haunts of the Hunted”, but I do not find
any reference to the Cowles party although there is a good photograph of the Penobscot East
Branch ferry. I am wondering if you saw a different publication or if there was an error in the
date. The 1902 issue which is titled, "In Pine Tree Jungles", contains very many photographs of
the Wassataquoik which I have marked as having been identified by Dr. Lore Rogers as
photographs taken by him. The issue is quite a collection.
cc:

Miss Stephenson
Miss Park
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March 7, 1950. Omar A. Sawyer, Manager of Woodlands, Holligsworth & Whitney
Company, Waterville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks very much for your letter of the 21st ult. with the maps enclosed therein.
March 8, 1950. Merle Linwood Jordan, Secretary, Blazing Arrow Hi-Y, The Young Men’s
Christian Association, Old Town, Orono, Maine, to [?]
Dear Sir:
The Blazing Arrow Hi-Y is very interested in giving their spare time to keeping the Appalachian
Trail clear from fallen trees and brush here in our State of Maine.
If you have a strip of trail here in Maine that we could keep open for you, we would be very glad
to see that it is kept in good condition at all times.
Please send information to Merle Linwood Jordan, 85 Jefferson Street, Old Town, Maine.
cc: Stanley B. Attwood, John W. Clark, Lawson W. Reeves, Roy P. Fairfield, Jean Stephenson,
Marion Park.
{Hi-Y in Lewiston?}
{Boy Scouts}
{Send Jack Crane lit. re. meeting. Carrol Bailey re: operator for movie machine}
March 8, 1950. George H. Fernald, 344 South Station, Boston, Mass., to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I acknowledge receipt of the copies of the Appalachian Club trail in the Katahdin region. It
makes me wish I could take a look at my camp to see what it is like in this weather.
Hope you will drop in to see me next summer when you are up this way.
March 8, 1950. George Helmke to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
We narrowly missed crossing trails on Katahdin in September 1946. I reached Chimney Pond the
day after you left. My visit to Baxter peak at that time shows that the registration cylinder with
proper care withstands the vigors of a mountain peak.
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I shall be glad to forward the register cover to Mr. Dyer well before May 1st. It will be rebuilt
and equipped with a new chain.
With the hope that our trails may cross in the near future.
Copy Harold Dyer, Miss Stephenson, MIss Park
March 9, 1950. Roy P. Fairfield to Biddeford and Saco Rotary Club, Biddeford, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
Would you be interested in an illustrated talk about the Maine Appalachian Trail. National
Headquarters in Washington has worked up a set of slides which can be shown in an hour (or
less). As a director of the Maine Club, I am particularly interested in making people of the state
aware of the possibilities which this trail has for recreational purposes. I might add, hastily, that
there is no commercial motive; this is purely a public service. My own interest in the Trail
coincides with my becoming Faculty Adviser for the Bates Outing Club two years ago; and,
during the past couple years while helping our organization maintain its forty miles, have
covered a good part of the western section of the trail. As you undoubtedly know, the 266-mile
Maine section is the northernmost part of the 2020 chain which runs from Mt. Katahdin to Mt.
Oglethorpe, Georgia.
I shall be spending the first week of April in Saco and would be very happy to show the slides at
your meeting that week if you do not have anything lined up that far in advance. If you do, but
still wish to see the slides and hear a bit about the history and the philosophy of the Trail, I
should be very glad to oblige at a later date.
March 9, 1950. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Thank you for your communication of March 7 pertaining to our April 23rd meeting. I have
taken the action outlined and have things lined up as follows:
11:00 Meeting of officers
Place: Women’s Union, Frye Street
13:30 Dinner for Officers
(If you deem it advisable, I shall reserve a table in Rand Hall where we can
continue our discussion. I’ll leave it to your judgement as to whether or not this
item should be put on the general program in view of the fact that the Outing Club
does not have enough money to make general provisions for the supper meal.
2; 00 Afternoon meeting
Place: Women’s Union, Frye street
I’ll take care of the movie operator and projector. I presume the film is 16mm.
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We shall plan to serve tea at the end of the formal part of the meeting.
5:30-6:30 Those who wish to partake of an organizational Sunday nite supper (which has
the reputation of being particularly bad on Sun. nite!) may do so at their own
expense. Or they may wish to go down town.
8 :00 Since I suspect there will be more general campus interest in the movies and slides
for the evening, we’ll shift our meeting place to Chase Hall, Bardwell Street. I
shall again arrange for projector and operator.
I shall make all-out efforts to get members present from the other Maine institutions. The
moment you have worked up a program and an agenda, would you send me a dozen copies. It
will save me time in writing to the people involved. Colby seems to be interested in a joint
meeting with us to discuss Club organization, so I’m hoping we can sell them the idea of
becoming an AT sponsor. Bowdoin’s OC seems to be defunct again, from all I can gather via the
grapevine. You should have more information on that than I!
Tell Miss Stephenson I shall do anything she desires by way of publicity on this end. I’ve also
asked for reservation of the 50-photograph Exhibition for that week. This will be in our library
on that Sunday if I can get the reservation.
You mentioned that notice of the April meeting would go into major papers. While the Biddeford
Journal is not an exceptionally large paper it might work up some interest to put an article in it,
for it gets almost complete York Cty coverage. I’m going to show the AT slides at least once in
Saco before that time, and the organization is asking people from Biddeford, Old Orchard and
Scarboro. With publicity on that meeting, plus this, we might be giving them “the old one-two!”
Let me know if there’s anything else I can do.
March 9, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Re: the memo concerning the April meeting. I would like to make some suggestions:
1. I do not think it best to schedule the officers’ meeting in the forenoon. I am hoping to bring
Helon Taylor, Gordon Hunt of Rangeley and Amos Winter of Kingfield with me. We would
have to leave Wilton by 9:30 to be sure of arriving at 11 AM. Hunt and Winter would have to
leave their homes at 7 AM and Helon Taylor at 6 or 6:30. It would be much better to have the
officers meeting from 1:00 to 2:00 PM, before the regular meeting (or after the regular meeting).
2. Should the afternoon meeting finish at say 5 PM, there is three hours wait before the evening
meeting at 8 PM. It would be better to start at 7 PM and those of us who live at a distance could
get home at a reasonable hour, especially Taylor, Hunt, and Winter. I expect there will be
someone from Farmington and Rumford also. The evening meeting should be done by 9 P.M.,
otherwise those from a distance will head for home right after the afternoon meeting.
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3. The Oct. meeting was long and got tiresome. It would be better to start on time, even tho some
must arrive late, and to cut the reports shorter.
4. Nearly everyone will have had an opportunity to have seen the Maine slides. Any group that
has not seen them could see them to better advantage in their own group, later. It would make an
activity for them.
5. You did not mention Farmington State Teacher’s College, along with Maine, Bates, Colby and
Bowdoin. Prof. Fairfield had a showing of slides scheduled with them but I had never heard
anything more about it.
6. It might be nice to have a guided tour of Bates College for those who come with the officers
but who do not have anything scheduled before the regular session.
I have had three showings of the slides and have seven more booked including the three nights at
Rumford Sportsman’s Show. There are also Sportsmen’s shows this year in Bangor, Waterville
and Portland. These are full week shows. It might be possible to get someone to cover one of
these another year.
I talked with Mr. Chorzempa regarding his being an assistant Overseer of Trails and he was
interested if things could be arranged satisfactory. It is worth considering.
I have not received the publicity material from Miss Stephenson for the Rumford Show, which is
one week from tonight but I know it will arrive in time. We actually set our booth up for the
Wilton Outing Club meeting last night and I called it very good indeed.
There are good possibilities of a group of older Boy Scouts of Farmington maintaining a short
section. I expect representatives of their leaders at the April meeting.
I hope you will not think that I am criticizing. My suggestions are meant to be constructive.
March 10, 1950. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
The proximity of the April meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has set me to thinking a
bit. Now that Roy Fairfield is "broken in", so to speak, it seems rather senseless and probably
inefficient for Bates College to have two directors and I think that it would be a wise procedure
for me to resign. Indeed, with the increasing duties here at the College, I am gradually cutting
myself free from a number of outside obligations. Roy is competent, as you already know, along
with good judgment and the energy and drive of youth. He can certainly handle the necessary
responsibility.
My resignation would permit the addition of a more active director, perhaps someone from the
University of Maine, if they show the interest which is now promised, and I think that it would
be the best thing in all respects. I think I need not tell you that inactive participation in the Maine
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Appalachian Trail Club would in no sense lessen my interest. I am writing you at this time in
order that you may have the opportunity to make plans ahead, regarding someone to take my
place.
March 11, 1950. Faculty-Student Activities Committee of Bates College
Officer making request: Roy Fairfield
The Committee on Student activities approved the request.
1. Organization: Maine Appalachian Trail Club
2. Activity: Meeting of five officers
3. Date: April 23, 1950
4. Place: Smoking rm., W.U.
5. Duration: from 11 A.M. to
6. Adviser
Guests, if an event requires chaperonage.
Follow prescribed procedure relative to budget, date, hours, chaperonage, management, etc., as
contained in GENERAL PROCEDURES OF THE FACULTY-STUDENT ACTIVITIES
COMMITTEE. See current Blue Book.
Harry W. Rowe
Chairman
March 11, 1950. Faculty-Student Activities Committee of Bates College
Officer making request: Roy Fairfield
The Committee on Student activities approved the request.
1. Organization: Maine Appalachian Trail Club
2. Activity: Movie
3. Date: April 23, 1950
4. Place: Chase Lounge
5. Duration: from 8:00 P.M. to
6. Adviser
Guests, if an event requires chaperonage.
Follow prescribed procedure relative to budget, date, hours, chaperonage, management, etc., as
contained in GENERAL PROCEDURES OF THE FACULTY-STUDENT ACTIVITIES
COMMITTEE. See current Blue Book.
Harry W. Rowe
Chairman
Mr. Fairfield, see Norman Ross on April 22, for formal arrangements.
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March 14, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
Your letter was duly received and notation made to reserve the pictures, etc. for you, but this is
my first opportunity to write.
I think it is an excellent idea to have the exhibition of the pictures during the period of April 1629. We will forward the pictures so they will arrive about April 6th, thus giving you ample time
to arrange for the display.
I prepared four large posters for use when the slides or pictures are shown, telling something
about the Trail in Maine. They were sent to Lawson Reeves for his booth at the Sportsmans
Show at Rumford. That will be over before the end of March, so I asked him to send them on to
you, or rather to hold them until he heard from you where to send them. I suggest you drop him a
line, asking him to mail the posters to you at whatever address you wish. You might want to use
them in connection with the exhibit of the pictures. And of course we will want the posters there
at the time of the meeting.
I have been so busy getting the photographs and books ready for the Publicity Bureau, etc., that I
have not done much in the way of newspaper publicity yet. Also, it seemed just as well to let that
go until the new Map No. 4 and the Katahdin Reprint were available as we want a lot of
newspaper publicity then to stimulate sales so as to help pay for them. That means that I begin
that phase of the campaign during April.
I am looking forward to seeing you next month.
March 14, 1950. Myron Avery to Everett Greaton, Executive Secretary, Maine
Development Commission. PERSONAL
Dear Everett:
As you have perhaps noticed from some of our literature, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club's
Annual Meeting has been scheduled for Sunday afternoon and evening on April 23rd at Bates
College, Lewiston, Maine. The afternoon session will be devoted to Trail matters and the
evening session will be held at Chase Hall on Bardwell Street.
We are planning to devote the evening session to traveling in Maine by the movie and slide route.
We would like very much to open the evening's program at 7:30 with an opportunity to see some
of the very excellent movies of Maine which you have been exhibiting at various meetings of
State of Maine associations. (I was extremely sorry that absence from Washington prevented me
from seeing your showing here this year.) We would want to allow about 1-1/4 hours for the
movies which would cover the time between 7:00 and 8:45. After the movies, if we still have
interest, we would show the Appalachian Trail lecture and slide collection on the Appalachian
Trail in Maine.
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We rather expect that, in addition to the members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club who will
be present, there would be a goodly representation from the Bates student body.
I realize that Sunday is a rather unfortunate selection but since the meeting is one which would
occur in your home town, I hope very much that you will find it possible to afford us this
pleasure.
We expect to give the affair very considerable publicity through the activities of Stanley
Attwood and Miss Stephenson, our Publicity Director.
We shall be sending out our notices in the near future and I hope very much to receive from you
shortly a letter to the effect that we will have the pleasure of visiting areas in Maine outside the
Appalachian Trail, via the “Greaton Movie route”.
Roy Fairfield has undertaken the responsibility of arranging for a projector and operator and will
make contact with you to ascertain your wishes in this connection.
cc: Mr. Stanley B. Atwood, Mr. Roy P. Fairfield, Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
March 14, 1950. Myron Avery to The Maine Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
I wish to request from the Commission two unfolded copies of the latest highway map of the.
State of Maine. I assume that in addition to your usual folded copies there are available unfolded
copies which could be sent forward in a mailing tube.
My purpose in requesting the unfolded copies is for the preparation of a slide showing the route
of the Appalachian Trail across Maine. This has been indicated, for a number of years, on your
highway maps.
The Appalachian Trail Conference has a lantern slide collection for the State of Maine but this
does not have an adequate map of the Trail route. Accordingly, we are making this request to
remedy the deficiency in the collection.
We would like very much to obtain this map in order to have the slide available before the
Annual Meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, on
April 23rd.
We shall very much appreciate your courtesy in sending any available unfolded maps to us at the
address given below. I would also appreciate two folded copies of your highway map, if you
issue a new edition for 1950.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Roy P. Fairfield, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs
March 14, 1950. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood.
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Dear Stan:
I received quite a deluge of replies to my memorandum of March 7th about the meeting of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club and I am now proceeding to bring matters to a conclusion.
Enclosed is a copy of letter to Mr. Greaton, which is self- explanatory.
Apart from the contacts which have been made through the lectures conducted by our officers, I
am hoping that the publicity in connection with this meeting will attract potential Trail
maintainers. Our primary objective is to obtain more groups to care for some of the sections and
we had hoped that our publicity would be productive to this end. It may be, however, that these
matters develop more slowly than I had expected.
To come to the matter at hand, I understand from Miss Stephenson that she will communicate
with you shortly with respect to a coordinated plan for publicity for the meeting. So that matter is
in good hands.
There are one or two things which occurred to me and which I think fall within your orbit. I
believe we should have reports of officers and your report would cover the matter of the
procedure set up for annual members. The folder which has been prepared for this purpose could
be emphasized. (2) [sic] Primarily, I think we should make arrangements to have a registration
and some form of identification tag given to each person attending the afternoon session. We
would want to obtain the names and addresses and organization as these represent important
contacts.
I am asking Miss Stephenson to have available several copies of our Publication No. 17 and the
leaflet about the Maine Club to furnish to each person registering. Perhaps we would have
enough for the evening meeting also. Certainly we should have a supply of the M.A.T.C. leaflets.
This may involve your arranging with Roy Fairfield to draft some of the Co-Eds of the Bates
Outing Club to assist in the registration functions.
I do believe that we should take steps to obtain a list of all those in attendance and while I am
thinking about those matters, I pass on the thought to you. I leave to Miss Stephenson to get
mailed out the copies of the No. 17 publication and the leaflets on the M.A.T.C.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park, Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Lawson W. Reeves, Mr.
Roy P. Fairfield
P.S. I see that I have omitted the obvious from this letter. I take it that you will make available
the Maine Alpine Club's album at this meeting. M.H.A
March 14, 1950. [Jean Stephenson?] to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
By this time you will have received the package of posters and also the first package of literature.
I hope the posters came through all right. I had intended to send them by express, but the express
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company just did not come to pick them up, so finally I repacked them so they could go by mail.
They should have reached you by yesterday at least. I wanted you to have them in ample time
before the opening of your Show, so you would not be worried about getting them.
Unfortunately, it has been quite cold here, and due to the shortage of coal resulting from the
strike, the rooms were never warm enough for me to use the plastic coating spray on the posters.
For that reason they are not protected as much as they otherwise would be. However, I did put
mastic varnish on the pictures and they should be fairly good for some time. Due also to the cold,
the tape around the edges of the posters and the pictures may look like it is coming up. All you
have to do is to push it down again and it will adhere once more.
When you have finished with the posters, please hold them and see that they get down to Mr.
Fairfield in ample time for the exhibit he is to have in April. I think the date is April 16th to 30th.
Please save the box they were shipped in because that box can be used to send them on to Mr.
Fairfield and he can use it to send them on to the next place. I will write him about that.
The literature went to you in a separate box but it also should have been received long ere now. I
sent 650 copies of A.T.C. Publication no. 17, and several hundred of the "Prospectus" for the
Maine Guide. In that box also is about 650 copies of the little hectographed leaflet on the Maine
A.T.C. We had considerable trouble with the machine in doing it and the remainder were spoiled,
so had to be done over again. I figured though that what I sent in that box would be enough for
the first few days. I have now mailed another small package, containing about 275 to 300 of the
hectographed leaflet. This should be enough literature to give away, and is, I think, about all we
can do just now. I doubt if there will be any left, but if so you can bring them along to the
meeting in Lewiston in April.
Please be sure to let me have copies of the paper containing the article, and anything else that
appears about the Show. Also, can you write me 200 to 500 words about the Sportsmans Show
and your exhibit to be used in APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS. I will announce in the
next NEWS the formation of the Wilton Outing Club and its taking over maintenance of your old
section. (I just heard about that.)
NOTE FOR PEGGY CLARK ( NOT for John Clark):
I have a favor to ask.
I was taken somewhat to task for delaying our fall meeting so there should arrive (and without
whom we could not proceed) the indispensable future Overseer of Trails.
Will you allay my fears this time by telling me that you will see to two things: (1) That he arrives
in Lewiston at the Women’s Union on Frye Street, in ample time for the meeting at 11:00 a.m.,
with you in attendance; and (2) that he reads his mail, which will mean that he will care for what
he has to do for the meeting.
With best regards.
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Myron H. Avery
4531 - 45th Street, N. W.
Washington 16, D. C.
March 14, 1950. F. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
As I have been out of town a good part of winter, am not sure just what correspondence has been
answered. However, in looking over a letter from you am unable to find any notations so will
assume answer was sent.
Haven’t heard much information on any of sporting camps in this section since last fall, they
being pretty much out of the picture during winter months. Before our season closed last fall
heard a rumor that camp at Lower Joe Mary might open for 1950 season under new management,
since then all has been quiet. Was talking with Mr. Rear of Rainbow camps and found him
somewhat uncertain as to whether he would operate another season. Should there be any change
in setup at Rainbow have been informed that it might happen in April providing there is any
opportunity to sell.
As yet have last order of paint stored in Millinocket. As for shipment that got lost Mrs.
Thorndike is my purchasing and transportation agent from town to plane base at Millinocket lake.
Therefore she did her part by transporting paint from railroad station to plane base at Millinocket
Lake. From here on all we know is that paint didn’t arrive at camp. Apparently something
unfortunate happened and we are all very sorry that paint disappeared and hope it will show up
somewhere in the near future, perhaps at some of the other camps on the trail.
March 14, 1950. George Winter, Woodlands Department, St. Regis Paper Company,
Bucksport, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
In answer to your letter of January 14, regarding operations in the Barren-Chairback area, I can
offer the following:
There has been no cutting on Raytown in the last two years and won't be any for sometime to
come. There was no cutting on the upper slopes of Barren Mountain on Elliotsville this past
season and at present it looks very doubtful if any will be done next year.
A new camp was built this year just north of the north line of Elliotsville on the westerly shore of
the outlet of Long Pond. From this camp they cut both sides of Long Pond Stream, but as far as I
can find out they did not cut far enough easterly to interfere with the blue trail leading from
Dore's Camps to the top of the mountain.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1950 - Compiled by David Field – Page

77

All in all we have had rather a nice winter here, that is, as far as the weather is concerned, but not
too good for woods operators. Our coldest weather has all come within the last few weeks.
If you should get up this far during the coming summer, try and get down to call.
March 14, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. Earl W. Perham Milo, Maine.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Perham:
It has been quite some time since we have heard from Long Pond. I suppose that you are
beginning to think about going back to Camps.
As you know, our plans fell through and there was no work done on the east half of the BarrenChairback Range last year. Accordingly, we are trying to make arrangements to get in to work on
it at the earliest moment. I remember what a pleasant time I had on my last visit when there were
no guests at the Camps and, while this is not good business for you people, I wouldn’t mind
getting there at a time after the fisherman had left. So, if you will let me know when you expect
to open up and when the height of the fishing season is over, we shall try to get in there for a few
days. (The one thing which you can not tell me would be when I would have to get in there
before the mosquitoes and black flies strike.)
cc: Mr, John W. Clark
March 14, 1950. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor.
Dear Helon:
We will be mailing out shortly the notices for the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
at Bates College, Lewiston.
Since the meeting is on Sunday, I am hoping that you will be able to get down. It was a very
pleasant surprise to see you in Auburn last fall and this leads me to hope that you will be able to
be with us at this meeting.
We will probably schedule a meeting of the Officers in the late morning in order to have time to
discuss various matters of interest. We find that it is very unsatisfactory to try to sandwich in
such meetings after regular sessions and before meals.
If, unfortunately, you are not able to be with us, will you let us have a note as to how matters
stand with respect to the Dead River flowage and when you think that the Trail will be flooded
out?
After you finish the relocation, I hope to come up to measure the new Trail. Since we have
several priority jobs early in the summer, I shall not be unhappy if this is something which does
not materialize until the fall or even until 1951.
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We hope very much that you will be at the meeting but, in any event, be sure to let us have word
from you.
ccs Lawson W. Reeves John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson
March 15, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
The replies to my memorandum of March 7th about the April Meeting have resulted in very
considerable correspondence of which I have sent you copies. The load has been so heavy that I
shall be unable to write in as much detail in replying to your very welcome letter of March 9th as
I should like.
I realize how much time you people have devoted to the showing of the slides in Maine and your
labor in this connection. We have spent very considerable time and money here on the publicity
aspect. As far as we are concerned, as I have said before, the pay-off is in getting new
maintaining organizations or sponsors. Perhaps the seed has been planted and the harvest will
appear and I am over-anxious. I do have to recognize that we have obtained, as yet, no additional
sponsors which leads me to wonder whether our approach to the problem is faulty.
We have had, of course, very considerable experience with these trail matters and my
memorandum of March 7th was set up with the thought of obtaining the best results. I fear that
some of your suggestions would result in a very much abbreviated and hasty meeting. Miss
Stephenson, Miss Park and myself will be in attendance at considerable expense. We hope that
there will be other people there who will want to discuss matters. Therefore, we want to have
ample opportunity to make this effective rather than pushing it through in the shortest and most
condensed fashion possible.
I appreciate that it would assist your plans to eliminate the morning meeting. It would be very
unfortunate if you and Taylor were not there. However, we know that any effort to squeeze in the
Officers’ meeting either before or after the regular meeting with the meal situation would be very
unsatisfactory. You are not sure that these people will be in Wilton and, as much as we dislike
inconveniencing a few individuals, we think that the over-all benefits are on the side of listing a
morning meeting. I am proceeding accordingly. I am moving forward the evening meeting since
Fairfield has written that he can furnish supper at the campus. If some people do not care to stay
for the evening session, they are free to leave.
Fairfield thinks that there will be a good attendance from Bates and we regard this as an
opportunity to get the story across to some people who may not otherwise know it.
I am sorry that you felt that the October meeting was long and tiresome. We did not think so. It is
my invariable custom to start all announced Conference meetings on time. The October session
was an informal one; we did not expect much in the way of attendance. Clark was an
indispensable individual and he was late. Perhaps you can assure his being there on time. In any
event, we will start as scheduled and with this type of session will not wait for anyone else. As
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far as the long meeting was concerned, we felt that any individual who had come was entitled to
the recognition that was accorded him. Other than the troubles with the slides (no one was
obliged to see those), we did not feel that for the business at hand it was an unusually prolonged
meeting.
With the publicity for this meeting, we expect that all those who have any interest will attend.
You people in Maine will supplement our efforts by writing and sending programs to those with
whom you may be in contact.
Our morning session of the Officers would afford an opportunity to bring up the project of an
assistant Overseer of Trails. Miss Stephenson says that she is writing you and that she has mailed
all the material. There was considerable trouble in running off in a form which would make it
feasible from the expense point of view enough of the notices and it had to be done several times.
With all the work which you have put in with the Wilton Outing Club booth it should be a very
successful exhibit.
We have not found Boy Scout maintenance to be too successful unless the work is under the
intensive supervision of an older and reliable individual.
Is there any prospect that the Wilton Outing Club can take a short section of trail somewhere in
the center of Maine in addition to your old section? If so, the meeting would be the place to
accomplish it.
Our labor with three Guidebooks leaves very little time but I hope that we have cared for all the
preliminary matters and that this session will be really productive. It will be good to see old
friends, such as Gordon Hunt, whom I have not seen since he left Rangeley before the war. I am
counting on a very successful meeting and hope that after it is over I will feel that my concern
over the lack of sponsors was premature. I hope you are still pressing Jack Clark on the sign
matters for that is one project I hope to see finished this year.
Copy Miss Stephenson
March 15, 1950. Myron Avery to Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr., Chairman, Dept. of Biology, Bates
College. PERSONAL
Dear Will:
I have your letter of March 10th. It is always a pleasure to hear from you but not quite along the
lines of the subject of your letter of March 10th!
I fully understand your situation and realize that you wish to eliminate outside obligations and
activities. I feel the same need for streamlining. But I do want to urge you to defer the action
which you have in mind. This is not the time. The University of Maine activities have completely
fizzled. Our publicity campaign and activities have not yet developed any additional outstanding
groups although they may do so in the future. I agree with all you say as to Roy Fairfield’s
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abilities and activities. However, Directors serve as guides and counsellors. You have been
associated with this activity from its beginning. I would dislike to see you become officially
disassociated until such time as I felt that I could lessen my own activities.
You know the project. You know the problems and what has been done. You serve us very well
as a Director. This is all we ask--merely an opportunity to have you appear at meetings and pass
on the benefit of your experiences, etc. This is not, I hope, a too heavy burden.
Further, as a practical consideration, which should appeal to two State of Maine economyminded individuals, consider the waste of all our beautiful stationery if it immediately becomes
out of date! In any event, I do ask you to put the matter on the shelf for a while longer.
I am counting on having a visit with you and Mrs. Sawyer during this session.
March 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
I have your letter of March 9th which illustrates your usual most prompt action.
On the basis of the information which you have furnished, I have set up a tentative program for
the meeting which I will mail to you. From all the carbons, you will appreciate that there has
been quite a considerable volume of letter-writing and stenographic labor in this connection.
Dealing with your several points.
(1) We will need to announce where meals can be obtained by people attending the session.
Supper is particularly important. What you have written as to the organizational night supper
would care for this and you could deal with the point by announcement at the meeting at the
beginning and end of the session. From my perhaps faulty knowledge of the terrain, I am under
the impression that those attending might have to go some distance for meals, which would
consume time and reduce attendance at the sessions. I see no reason for thinking that the Outing
Club is called upon to make any provisions for the meals. If, however, something could be done
in the way of enabling people to purchase meals near the meeting place, it would greatly
facilitate the situation.
I suggest that you do reserve a table at Rand Hall where the officers can eat and continue
discussions.
(2) The movie film is colored, silent, and 16 m. (I would have some doubt as to whether there
would be sufficient time for the serving of tea at the end of the afternoon meeting.)
(3) You will note my letter to Greaton. For the slides I suggest that you make every effort to
obtain a high-powered projector since it means all the difference in the world in the appearance
of these slides. They do very badly with the ordinary low-powered projector, such as we were
using last fall.
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The Bowdoin Outing Club is defunct with the departure of David Sawyer; it was active only on
the skiing end, I fear.
(4) As soon as the program is printed we will send you the requested dozen copies. I will pass on
your letter to Miss Stephenson and Miss Park.
Referring to your postscript. We agree that a good slide showing the entire route of the Trail
across Maine is very useful. We had sufficient slides of the maps from the Guidebook but they
have faded. Likewise, we have a slide showing the map of the entire Trail route. It is a matter of
making the Trail prominent on a map and then obtaining the photographs which, with the
Guidebook pressure on us, we may not be able to accomplish before April first. I think one way
of handling it is to put on the wall a highway map with the Trail route prominently emphasized
and, in your preliminary talk, before showing the slides, you can show where the Trail goes and
leave the map for examination afterwards. We have always felt that use of the map as a slide
should come after the introduction where some good slides have created the impression rather
than start out with a prosaic map slide.
You will note my letters to Attwood with respect to registration, etc.
I think that this covers all matters and with appreciation of your most prompt reply.
Enclosure - Tentative program for meeting
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson
Miss Marion Park

March 16, 1950. Myron Avery to F. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps.
Dear Mr. Schoppe:
It has been quite some time since we have had any news from you. We used to consider you our
best correspondent for happenings in Northern Maine.
We have made some progress on matters which we have written about and discussed previously.
At last, we have had printed the two-color map which covers the area from the West Branch
south. I am enclosing, with this letter, one of the folded maps in the form in which it will appear
in the Maine Guide. You will receive a copy of the 1950 Supplement and the map, in due course,
but this will serve as an advance copy.
I wrote you some time ago that we would send a framed unfolded copy to place in the living
room of your Camps. Miss Stephenson will be writing you shortly to get directions as to when
and how we can best send the framed map. I think it will be of interest to the people at your
camps.
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I hope that there are not too many errors in the map. Mr. Fernald corrected the area around
Musquash. If you do find errors and will mark them on the map which I am sending and return it
to me, we will send you a replacement map.
I have a commitment from one of our people to make a sign and cylinder for registration to put
up where the board signs are at the edge of your campground on the order that you wanted. I
hope to be mailing these to you for installation in the near future so as to take care of that matter.
We are very much interested, of course, to know whether the Camps north of you and south of
you will be operated this year. Have you any word as to either locality?
We are having a meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at Lewiston on April 23rd and it
would be of great help for me to know before that time what the situation is. Accordingly, I hope
that you will have sufficient leisure to let me hear from you before that time.
Enclosure - Map No. 4
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
March 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Jasper Haynes, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haynes:
You will remember that you spent quite some time trying to correct the map which we were
working on.
We have finally completed the work and the map has been published. It will go out with the
1950 Supplement of the Maine Guide but I am sending you in advance a folded copy in the form
in which it will appear in the Guidebook. I hope that there are not too many errors on it. If, on
checking it over carefully, you find there are errors, I wish you would correct a copy and send it
back to me. We will replace the map.
Miss Stephenson will write you shortly in connection with sending to you to put up in the living
room of your Camps a framed, unfolded map, with the punched projection.
I am wondering what the situation is with respect to Lower Joe Mary Lake. Have you had any
word as to whether the Camps will be operated this year or if they have been sold? We are very
anxious to know the situation.
We are having a meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at Lewiston on April 23rd and it
would be of help to me to have word from you before that time as to what has developed in the
region and how the situation stands as to Lower Joe Mary.
With best regards to Mrs. Haynes and yourself.
Enclosure:

Map No. 4
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cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
March 16, 1950. Myron Avery to A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
As I believe you know, we have scheduled a meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at
Bates College, Lewiston, on Sunday, April 23rd. I would like to post myself fully on all matters
prior to that meeting and I thought I would write at this time to say that, subject to your
convenience, I am planning to be in Augusta on Friday, April 21st.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Hutton, who had indicated that he would be in a position
to be in Augusta on that day, in order that he may have advance notice of my plans. I shall have
to come up from Portland in the morning.
I will write more definitely at a later time but I will proceed on this basis unless you advise me
that you do not expect to be in Augusta at that time.
cc: Mr. Robert G. Hutton, Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Lawson W. Reeves, Miss Jean Stephenson
March 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Mrs. L. C. Guiney, 1171 Boylston Street, Boston,
Massachusetts.
Dear Mrs. Guiney:
You may remember that you wrote to me last summer to the effect that you would not be
operating the Camps at Joe Mary. I was very sorry to learn this and the interruption in the chain
of Camps made it difficult for people who were using the Trail.
When we were there, we went by boat and plane from Buck Horn Camps.
Later, I wrote to you at the above address and the letter was returned. The postmaster at
Millinocket said that he had no other address. I was somewhat surprised that the letter came back
but, on the chance that it was a mistake, I am writing again.
I would like very much to know if you expect to open your Camps this summer or have made
any arrangements for their operation. For your convenience in replying, I am enclosing a selfaddressed stamped envelope.
We are having a meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club on April 23rd and it would be of
great help to me to know the situation before that time.
We have issued a new map of the area around Joe Mary which I would like to send on to you as
soon as I have your address.
I do hope that any illness which you may have suffered from last year is a thing of the past.
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Enclosure - Stamped envelope
March 16, 1950. Myron Avery to George Winter, St. Regis Paper Co., Bucksport, Maine.
Dear George:
While you will receive a copy, in due course, of our 1950 Supplement of the Maine Guide, I
thought it might be of interest to you to have a copy of our latest two-color map which covers the
country on the other side of the range from the Barren-Chairback country.
The proprietor of Mountain View Camps tells me that St. Regis has built a new camp near the
dam on Long Pond and is thinking of extending the automobile road to the dam. I would like to
have you tell me what is fact and what is rumor in this connection.
Since I have heard nothing from you, I am assuming that operations ran true to form and that St.
Regis did not get up on the Barren-Chairback Range and that there is no Appalachian Trail
interference which we are going to have to deal with this summer. We will, however, have plenty
of trouble when the raspberry bushes start growing on the scalped part of the Range.
As you know, we are having a meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in Lewiston on
April 23rd and it would be very helpful to me to know before that time the extent of the 1949-50
St. Regis operations.
Enclosure - Map No. 4
cc: Miss Stephenson
March 16, 1950. D. H. Watson, Region Engineer – Atlantic, U. S. Dept. of the Interior,
Geological Survey, Arlington, Virginia, to Myron Avery.
My dear Mr. Avery:
This will acknowledge receipt of five copies each of the two maps referred to in your letter of
February 21, 1950—No. 2 Traveler and No. 4 Katahdin. We are pleased to know that Map No. 3
Katahdin Region will soon be available.
Your comments on the Mt. Bigelow (Stratton Quadrangle) are appreciated. This information will
be placed on file and given every consideration in our future plans for revision in Maine.
Five copies of Map No. 3—Katahdin Region—will be greatly appreciated when this map is
available for distribution.
Many thanks for this and past favors. Your suggestions and observations are always appreciated.
March 17, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. Merle Jordan, Blazing Arrow Hl-Y Secretary,
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85 Jefferson Street, Old Town, Maine.
Dear Mr. Jordan:
Your letter, addressed to the Appalachian Trail Conference, dated March 8, 1950, has been
referred to ne.
We are glad, indeed, to know that the Blazing Arrow Hi-Y is interested in maintenance of a
portion of the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Your letter comes at a very opportune time. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club is holding, at
Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, (2:00 p.m., Sunday, April 23rd, at Women’s Union, Frye
Street), its Annual Meeting. The meeting will be devoted to activities in connection with the
Appalachian Trail in Maine.
There will be a showing of motion picture reels which set forth the methods used in trail
clearance and maintenance, as well as a showing of slides descriptive of the Appalachian Trail in
Maine. This meeting would afford an opportunity for your representatives to become familiar
with the trail project and to discuss with members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club the
matter of trail maintenance.
There are sections that are quite accessible from Bangor and Old Town, which could be assigned
to your organization. We would want to know the number of people who would be available to
do trail work and approximately how much time you would expect to devote to this activity. It is
quite important to schedule work trips in late July or August to eliminate the summer growth.
Since this matter can be discussed to much greater advantage at a meeting such as on April 23rd,
I hope that you will make every effort to have representatives of your group in attendance, at
which time definite arrangements could be made for maintenance of an assigned section of your
organization.
I am having sent to you, under separate cover, some literature relating to the Appalachian Trail,
which may not have come to your attention.
I will be very glad, indeed, to have you let me know if it is possible for your representative to
attend the meeting at Bates College, Lewiston, so that definite arrangements could be made.
It will save time if, in replying, you write to me at the address indicated below.
Sincerely yours,
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference
4531 - 45th Street, N. W.
Washington 16, D. C.
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cc (with copy of incoming letter): Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Lawson W.
Reeves, Mr. Roy P. Fairfield, Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
March 19, 1950. Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Fairfield,
I am writing to ask you to send the Maine slide collection to Mr. John Clark after the 10th of
April. The collection will be shown at the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at
Lewiston on April 23rd, so if any last minute changes are made in the schedule of the slides, I
am asking everyone concerned to bear in mind that they should be taken to the meeting. Mr.
Clark presumably will be the one who has them at that time.
After everyone in Maine has finished with the slides, they may be returned to me by Railway
Express at the address given below. I should also like a complete report of no. of showings, no.
of people present, organizations present, etc.
March 19, 1950. [Postcard to A.T.C.?] from Edwin D. Kravitz, 4311 Sea Gate Ave.,
Brooklyn 24, N.Y. [Hand-written]
Gentlemen:
I am in charge of the “Trip Program” at Kamp Kohut [Oxford, Maine] and this year we are very
much interested in sending out small groups of our boys for 3-7 days along the Appalachian Trail
in Maine. We are particularly interested in the Katahdin region and would be very appreciative
for any material sent us.
Thank you for your kind attention.
March 19, 1950. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I have your letter of March 14th.
I am glad, indeed, to have the booklet on the "Lunksoos, Bowlin and Spring Brook Camps”,
printed in 1901. Please convey my thanks to Mr. MacDonald. This will form a part of the
Katahdin collection for the State Library and will be a most interesting document.
I see from the booklet that E. S. Rogers and MacDonald were working the three Camps as a sort
of unit. This aspect of the matter is one that I had not known of. The notation as to the
individuals in the booklet is interesting, too. I did not appreciate that Bill Tracy worked for these
Camps back in 1900.
Your notes as to the persons in the 1903 issue of "In the Maine Woods" are very helpful. I am
putting a copy of the identification with my set. As I wrote you, Dr. Rogers identified for me
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many of the photographs in the 1902 edition. It seems that many of the photographs for that
period were the Rogers' contributions.
I think it is extremely interesting (unless there is a mistake) that what is now Dry Pond was
apparently the "site of the camp in the basin". The present-day conditions and that photo form a
striking contrast.
Mr. Vose has photographed his paintings and I am having photographs taken of those which I
have. As soon as I have a complete set of the photos, I will send on a draft of the Supplement to
the Hallowell article, which I would be glad to have you show to Mr. MacDonald and then pass
on to Dr. Rogers. The article will be much more intelligible with the photographs and I will hold
it until that time.
Dr. Rogers has just sent me under separate cover six photographs, which are printed by a process
that appears in blue, including a very clear cut of the "Tracy & Love" inscription on the rock in
Wassataquoik Stream. I am proceeding to have these mounted. With the captions which Dr.
Rogers has supplied, they will go into the State Library collection. I will be glad when the new
State House Annex gets underway for the librarian, Mrs. Stubbs, is awaiting the new space
which will be available before we send on all our material to furnish the Katahdin room. In these
uncertain days, I would like to see this project brought to a conclusion. With the Draper records
already there and the Dawson material to go forward as soon as space is available and now with
the Hallowell material, it should be extremely worthwhile.
We are having a stamp made and are correcting all the copies of Map No. 2 so that Black Brook
Mountain will now read "Black Cat Mountain ". The only uncorrected copies are those which we
have sent out in advance of the Supplement. I wish you would change any in your possession.
I have copied the Regulations and have sent them to the printer. There will be space to add a
statement as to the date of adoption and we can make any minor changes.
I have had made all of the changes on Map No. 3 except the automobile road going into
McCarthy Camps and to Daicey's Camps. Apart from the difficulty of making those changes on
the tracing, our Guidebook description was written up as being premised on a road to McCarthy.
I added “very rough” for the road beyond {north} Branch. We are indicating "camp” at Hay
Brook until you tell us that there is a Forest Service Campsite there.
I am sending back to you one of the Van Dykes with the corrections in red. We will go to print in
about three weeks but the availability of the corrected copy may afford you an opportunity to let
us know of any other changes which should be made.
cc: Dr. Lore A. Rogers
Enclosure – Van Dyke (2), “Regulations” (original carbon)
{Miss Stephenson}
March 19, 1950. Myron Avery to Elmer Wilson, Shin Pond, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Wilson:
Your letter of March 15th duly arrived, together with the corrected Van Dyke. We appreciate all
the changes which you have made. Your knowledge of the country gives us more confidence in
the correctness of the northern portion of this map.
There was a delay in obtaining a mailing tube to send out the unfolded copies of the maps. These
went forward on Friday, March 17th. In addition, to avoid any mishap, we are mailing to you
today two copies of Maps Nos. 2 and 4.
There is a bad “bust" on the map (No. 2) which we mailed you in that "Black Brook Mountain"
in the northwest corner should have been "Black Cat Mountain". We would like to correct this
and I would appreciate your doing it on the copies sent forward.
We will print the map in about a month and I will send forward a supply to you. In the interval,
since as you say you will be flying over the country and might see some additional points, I am
sending back the copy which you corrected.
I had not realized that the Eastern operations would affect the Carry situation. I know there are
few people taking this trip. I am taking out the old Carry landing north from Indian Carry but
leaving the name for historical reasons.
If the two mailings of the maps do not eventually reach you, please let me know.
Could it be that the bog which we marked "Cocalos" was once a pond when the dam was there?
Enclosure: Van Dyke Map
cc: Miss Stephenson
March 19, 1950. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty. Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg,
Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I assume that there was duly received the Katahdin Reprint manuscript forwarded with Miss
Stephenson's letter. In view of our anxiety over the safety of the manuscript, I am asking that you
confirm this to us.
In reviewing the manuscript, you will see that the section entitled "Baxter State Park Regulations”
was left blank. I am enclosing this section and would ask that it be inserted as the manuscript for
that portion of the article.
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1 know your situation but, if you find it possible to inject some of this work so that we can
spread the proofreading over a longer period rather than receive it in large quantities, it will help
us in returning the proof to you.
Enclosure: 3 pages of manuscript
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson
Miss Marion Park

March 20, 1950. Everett F. Greaton, Executive Director, Maine Development Commission,
to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
It was nice to hear from you again.
I’m glad to know that the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is having an annual meeting soon. I’m
very sorry that it is going to be on a Sunday. I have been obliged to set up for myself a pretty
strict rule to keep Saturdays and Sundays free of engagements. I work at a very high speed all
through the week, averaging two or three nights a week, and most of them very late. The only
way that I can keep going and keep my health is to get as much relaxation as I can during
Saturday and Sunday.
I hate terribly to turn you down and if it was any other time but Sunday, I certainly would not. I
trust that it will be a very successful meeting.
cc; Stanley B. Attwood, Roy P. Fairfield, Wm. H. Sawyer, Lawson W. Reeves, John W. Clark,
Miss Stephenson, Miss Park
March 20, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Avery, Stephenson, Fairfield, Clark, Taylor.
I have finished the showing of the Trail slides that I had scheduled and am giving a summation. I
will either deliver the slides and posters to Mr. Fairfield in person next Saturday the 25th [sic] or
will send them down by friends who will be going to Lewiston. I am also sending to Miss
Stephenson the clippings accompanying the showings. We had eleven separate newspaper
articles or mentions besides the long article that Miss Stephenson had in the special Sportsmen's
Show edition. This I am mailing under separate cover. Also sending her a note that Mrs.
Whooley wrote her at our booth at Rumford. Should there be any details that I have not made
clear, I will answer by personal letter or explain April 23rd.
Organization

Showings Date Attend. Miles
1950
Travel

Wilton Camera Club
1
Wilton Outing Club
1
Farmington Boy Scouts 1

3/2
3/5
3/9

8
24
20

2
2
20

S’L’R’
A’L’S’
5
12
7

Literature
MIMO A.T.
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Wilton Knights Col.
1
3/12
17
2
Jay Grammer School
Grades 5-6-7-8
1
3/13
50
16
Intervale Youth Group 1
3/14
50
Sportsmen’s Show
Rumford
59 16,17,18 708 360
Rangeley Theatre
1
3/19
140 100
Summary
86
1,027 442

12

24

462
84
559

19

6

492
131
87___________
598
137

In other words we showed these slides to over 1000 people, travelled 442 miles, passed out 1318
pieces of literature. This is only possible by the fine cooperation that I got from every member of
the Wilton Outing Club.
I got one application for a dues paying member which I am mailing to Myron, asking him to take
care of seeing that he gets his membership card or acknowledgment. The 3.00 dollars are
enclosed Myron. We are all the more firmly convinced that we have to get people out hiking and
using the trail before we can get groups to maintain sections. I have one prospective group that I
am following up on. I have just been informed that there will be another write-up in this Friday’s
issue of the Wilton times together with a photo of the booth. I will also send this to Miss
Stephenson for her scrap-book.
We had one of the worst snowstorms of the season on Saturday and that cut down the attendance
at the Sportsmen’s Show about 800. Sat. should have been their big day.
The two outstanding people who worked the hardest on our project were Louis Chorzempa and
my wife Clara. We did not make any mistake when we extended membership in the M.A.T.C. to
Mr. Chorzempa. Every where we got wonderful reception from the groups that we showed to.
See all of you at Lewiston the 23rd of April.
Copy: Mrs. Jacobs.
March 20, 1050. Lawson Reeves to Clifford Rosmond, Mechanics Institute, Rumford,
Maine.
Dear Cliff:
Complying with my promise to send you an evaluation of our booth at the Sportsmen’s Show.
We estimate that we showed our slides about fifty nine times during the three days, and
assuming that there were twelve people to each showing, it means that 708 people saw them. We
feel that 12 is a conservative number as many times all of the space was filled by spectators.
With an attendance of 5600 people, we reached about one eighth of them. We had many, many
favorable comments. Women would say “I want my husband to see these pictures tonight, he
worked once at that place, or we went fishing there”. One man asked if one could purchase a set
of the slides.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1950 - Compiled by David Field – Page

91

We had three different pamphlets to pass out and gave them mostly two different kinds to a
person. We distributed 463 of one kind, 492 of another and 131 of the third, all that we had of
that kind. This makes a total of 1036 pamphlets. I took particular pains to note that you did not
see any of these thrown away, either in the hall or out on the streets. I feel that we caught the
peoples interest enough so that they wanted to take the literature home and read more about it in
their leisure.
Then we got a long article published in the Rumford Times, as well as the Wilton Times. I
believe next week the Wilton Times will publish the photo they had taken of our booth.
We did not encourage the children to take the pamphlets Saturday morning which accounts for
the difference in the number who saw the slides and the number that took the literature.
We feel that we made a contribution to your show, that our booth was as interesting as the other
booths. Again I wish to thank you for the privilege of using your floor space free of any charge.
It is more than likely that we will want to exhibit again next year. If we do we will have a wholly
different set of slides. There would be a few changes we would want to make in our booth. Being
this was our first experience we did not know just what to do. The fact that the Army movies
were against the small door to the room cut down the attendance in that room. Many people did
not know there was another room in there.
March 20, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Mr. Essley, Owner, Playhouse Theatre, Rangeley,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Essley:
Last night I publicly thanked you for the privilege of showing the kodachrome slides of the
Appalachian Trail at your theatre; but I want to thank you personally.
Mr. Gordon Hunt was very cooperative and there is no other way that we could reach so many
people of Rangeley at one time.
We feel that the audience was very receptive, that they enjoyed the pictures, that they saw many
scenes and learned many things that they did not know before, especially right near their own
home.
cc: Avery, Fairfield, Stephenson, Clark, Taylor
March 20, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery and Jean Stephenson.
I am enclosing the last newspaper article concerning the showing of the slides and resulting
publicity. I am mailing under separate cover a photo, the one used in the article, to Miss
Stephenson for her scrap book. This concludes our efforts for this year. We are rather pleased
with our accomplishments. It only goes to show just what can be a accomplished if a group or an
individual will make the effort. We reached three newspapers in this vicinity. There is only one
left, The Franklin County Journal, which is a semi-weekly with not too large a circulation. I
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believe they would run a series of short articles on the Trail next summer if Miss Stephenson
should care to.
The mimeograph copy which Miss Stephenson made up for our distribution was excellent, even
better than any of the printed pamphlets. I had a hundred-left over which I sent down to Prof.
Fairfield. I sent the slides and posters to him by messenger today.
Regarding the securing of maintaining groups; you must not get discouraged or impatient, Myron.
We are doing all that we can. We are just as anxious as you are. Our work now is missionary,
results are slow. Where I have been working this year the Trail is maintained. To the East where
the Trail is not maintained we do not have many contacts, nor is there much population. We must
get people to hike the Trail before they will maintain it. If they use the Trail they will be anxious
to help keep it open. Our publicity has laid the groundwork for this.
I heartily agree with you in what you say about Boy Scouts taking over a section. This group has
not decided to accept a section as yet. They are all high school age, their leader has hiked the
whole length in Maine. They camped out in the open during the Xmas vacation one night when it
was 10 degrees below zero. Therefore, I feel they can be an asset You have the same thing with
the Hi-Y group, they are high school age too and probably not so well trained with as
experienced leadership. If there was a choice between these two groups and two groups of adults,
naturally we would accept the adults. However, we are not in any position to refuse help of any
kind. If this group of Explorer Scouts do take over a section, either Mr. Chorzempa or myself
will accompany them on their first work trip. We hope we can still persuade them. Remember
that it was through a group of Explorer Scouts that I made my first contact with the Trail 11
years ago.
It would not be wise to endeavor to have the Wilton Outing Club assume more distance. We are
a newly organized group, we are feeling our way, we are not a mountain climbing group, our
interest is outdoor recreation which includes auto trips, deep sea fishing, outdoor picnics,
photography, some mountain climbing etc. We have 22 members, half of whom are women,
some of the men has job which does not give much leisure, others are not particularity interested
in either mountains or hiking. However should the M.A.T.C. have a general work trip
somewhere that needs clearing, we will make an effort to have a few of our members to attend.
We do not even count on too much assistance from the Club in working on our own section altho
they officially assumed the responsibility. Here again we have laid the frame work and hope to
build to it in the future. We are endeavoring to get other Outing Clubs organized in other towns
so as to get them to take over a short section.
Regarding the balance of the signs: nearly three months has elapsed since Mr. Clark agreed to
cut the stencils. Fishing season opens in three weeks, it will be time for every one to get outdoors.
I think it best to forget this angle altogether. In the first place one-half inch letters are too small.
The regular signs are made with three quarter inch letters. The half inch are as much too small as
the inch letters are too large, especially at highways. If you want me to complete the list with the
inch letters which I can cut here and get it done and out of the way I will do so but from now on
my leisure time is going to be very limited. Other years in the future, I will make all the signs
needed on my own section with the inch letters, also with any signs that any other section wants
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made with inch letters but it has not been satisfactory to have someone else cut the stencils and
send them. It would be much better for the person cutting the stencils to make the signs too.
Whether I will attend the morning meeting of the officers at Bates College or wait and arrive for
the afternoon meeting will all depend on how many and who I can bring with me. If I can bring
Helon Taylor, Gordon Hunt, Amos Winters, Thomas Maynard and a few others who would
attend with me but who would not attend if they had to travel on their own initiative, then I could
be of more service to the Club to miss the morning session. We are endeavoring to build up an
organization and we need these men there. I am also working on a group from Rumford.
Have talked with Louis Chorzempa in regards the matter of dividing the Trail into three sections
and having two assistants under John Clark. He will accept this if everything can be worked out
satisfactory with everyone else. That is, he will accept but does not solicit the job, neither will he
accept unless every one mutually agrees. A logical division would be for Mr. Chorzempa to have
the Western section, Mr. Clark the middle and a third man the eastern section; with every one
working under John. That would give John a close contact with the other two men. In this
manner the whole distance could be patrolled by overseers each summer, all reports would be
standardized. Now every one has a different standard to judge by. No one man can hope to cover
the whole 266 miles each summer.
Have talked with members of the Chisholm Ski Club from Rumford and the skiing group from
Rangeley. Neither group can see any possibility of a development of Sugarloaf in the near future.
Should the group give up Bigelow and not get Sugarloaf started, we run the possibility of their
using our Trail on Sugarloaf. We did an excellent Job clearing trail there last summer and it
might be an invitation to them. It is to our advantage to get Amos Winter to our meeting.
Had several reports at the Sportsmen’s Show that the roof on the shelter at Four Ponds was in
great need of repair. It leaked when I stopped there 10 or 11 years ago and evidently has not been
repaired since. Have tried to interest Fish and Game Clubs in maintaining the Trail, but they are
willing to use the trails but not maintain them.
March 21, 1950. Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I have your letter of the 14th and as far as 1 know now, I shall be at the meeting in April. I
cannot promise for sure for something may come up at the last minute but there should be no
fires at this time of year and it being on a Sunday I think I can make it.
Regarding the flowage. The dam is finished and the water has started to come up. A week ago
last Thursday there was 16 inches of water in the road just below the Ledge House and I doubt if
one could cross on the old dam there now. However, I have relocated the trail, blazed and limbed
it but have not cut out the blowdowns or the bushes as I have to wait for the snow to go before I
can do that. Also paint it. I skirted the flowage on the West Carry side but, after passing the end
of flowage after crossing old Route 16, I headed straight for the southeast end of Little Bigelow
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instead of going to the Ledge House and following the old trail up. I found a nice grade and some
wonderful viewpoints and hit the old trail where it first reaches the summit of Little Bigelow.
Made a lot more work but I am sure you will agree that I have a beautiful section of trail now
and not too much longer. I did try cruising on snowshoes this winter so the grade can’t be too
bad. I hope to have it done by the time the snow is gone. We still have over two feet in the woods.
If you will send me a topographical map, I will draw it in for you. I do not seem to have one.
I cut a new trail last fall for the Forestry Service straight from Stratton Brook Pond, slabbing the
mountain to the Watchman's Camp and starting today we are putting in our new telephone line
that way. I expect it will be about 4 ½ miles. We turn off the A.T. just where it leaves the
flowage of Stratton Brook Pond.
The flowage is all cleared, and right now they are cleaning up and burning what houses have not
been moved. If we have normal run off this spring the lake should he full by the middle of May.
It seems to me that the Central Maine Power Company should pay the bill for relocating this
section of the trail. They have paid for all other damages caused by this flowage. If you think it
worth while I can send you the time I have put in on it or maybe better to wait and put it all in
when I finish.
The new watchman on Mt. Bigelow this year will be Franklin Sargent of Phillips.
Cecil Harris will be back on Mt. Abram and Perley Payne on Snow Mt. Cecil has promised to
put a side trail from the A. T. to his mountain.
Thanks for your letter and hope to see you April 23rd.
CC: John W. Clark, Stanley B. Attwood, Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr., Roy P. Fairfield, Lawson W.
Reeves, Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Storey, Miss Stephenson, Miss Park
March 21, 1950. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
April 23 is still more than a month away. So is Spring, by the looks. However, I feel there should
be the proper amount of enthusiasm when meeting time comes. I know nothing about the
meeting place but will talk with Fairfield to see if there is room to spread out the Alpine Club
photos.
I have a copy of Greaton's letter in which he declines to be present. I think it should be possible
to get a reel or two of films, particularly as Bates is to supply projector and operator. And, if
nobody knows what mountains are being shown, maybe we can have a guessing contest—
without prizes.
The MAC held its annual meeting Sunday. It was then brought out a Mechanic Falls troop of
Boy Scouts, 14 to 17, who are to be Explorer Scouts, might be interested in helping on Baldpate.
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I was told, Monday, they are very enthusiastic and I plan to talk with the leader. I suggest a map
of the Baldpate Section (if not an entire guide), and a trail clearing manual be sent to Edroy
Curtis, RFD 1, Mechanic Falls, Me.
I await Miss Stephenson's publicity which, I think, should be started not sooner than two weeks
ahead of the time for the meeting.
The MAC treasurer reported that a $10 check for 1948 never came back. So, last year. He sent
$20, which apparently was received O.K. This year we again voted to send $10, thereby
depleting the treasury by 25%.
Among work contemplated on Baldpate is reroofing Frye Brook lean-to--with boards and roofing
paper—although it apparently was still water tight last Fall; and short bridges at one or two
places where crevices are dangerous. Still think we better have a new sign at foot of Old Speck
but not at the highway. Probably 50 yards from the road would be a good place.
The big AT monograms on Grafton Notch highway were well worn by traffic but I believe they
should be renewed.
{Miss Powell, Mr. Clark, Mr. Reeves, Mr. Fairfield, Miss Stephenson, Miss Park}
March 21, 1950. Rae D. Graves, Consultant, State Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine,
to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have your request for a flat copy of our route map. There are no flat copies of the route map
available as all copies are run through a folder at the printers.
However, under separate cover we are sending a state map corrected up to 1946, and three 1949
route maps.
Please call on us if you need further information.
March 21, 1950.
Received of Williams & Heintz Co. 220 Eye St., N.E., Washington, D.C.
The following articles in good condition:
Appalachian Map #4

Appalachian Map #2

Folded – 618 copies
Flat – 150 copies
Flat – 150 copies
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Deliver to Capt. Myron H. Avery
March 22, 1950. Merle Lynwood Jordan, Secretary, The State Young Men’s Christian
Association of Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
The BLAZING ARROW HI-Y has ten boys that would give from five to ten days on a work trip.
I am sorry that BLAZING ARROW HI-Y representatives to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
meeting will not be able to attend because of a HI-Y and Government project that is going to be
held on April 22nd and 23rd, in Augusta. I will be in Augusta on the 22nd and 23rd and will try
to get over to Lewiston if it is possible.
Our Club would like to have a map of the Appalachian Trail here in Maine, and on it the section
of trail that you will assign to our Club.
cc: John W. Clark, Stanley B. Attwood, Lawson Reeves, Roy P. Fairfield, Miss Marion Park,
Miss Jean Stephenson
March 23, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. Legasser. [Millinocket Flying Service?]
Dear Mr, Legasser:
You may recall flying some of our people who were working on the Appalachian Trail at Lower
Joe Mary lake in 1947. I flew with you over the Musquash Ponds in order to see the topography
in connection with the map which we were working on at the time. After considerable delay, it
has been finally issued and, while you know the country better than the map makers, it may be of
interest to you to have a copy of the final production, which I enclose.
Mr. Schoppe and I have been trying to check a situation where possibly you could be of some
help. So I am mentioning the matter. After our trip in 1947, the Jewel Paint and Varnish
Company shipped to me, in care of Mr. Schoppe, a fiber carton containing twelve quarts of white
titanium oxide trail paint. I had understood that it arrived. However, when I was at Nahmakanta
in 1949 the paint was not there. The Company has checked with the express office and advise
that the carton was delivered to Mrs. Thorndike. Since it was some time ago, it is difficult to
recall but she is apparently under the impression that it was placed with the stuff to go to
Nahmakanta Camps. The fact that it was addressed to me might have caused some confusion.
I do not know whether you have a storehouse for material flying in to the Camps but it occurred
to me that the paint might not have moved on and, since it must be somewhere and we have not
located it as yet, I am mentioning the matter.
We expect to be in your area in 1950.
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March 24, 1950. C. S. McCarty. Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia, to
Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
We have searched the office and can find no trace of the copy from the missing pages from 1439 to 14-140 inclusive.
Our record of shipment of out proof shows that a package was mailed to you and one to Mr.
Burlew on February 23.
We have asked the local postoffice to trace the shipment.
March 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Merle Lynwood Jordan, Secretary, The State Young
Men’s Christian Association of Maine.
Dear Mr. Jordan:
I have received your letter of March 22nd.
I am sorry, indeed, that there will be a conflict for it would be of tremendous value to have the
Club’s representatives present at the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in order that
they might acquire knowledge of the Trail practices and techniques.
I hope that at least you will be able to come from Augusta.
The meeting is at 2:00 p.m., April 23rd, at the Women’s Union, Frye Street, Bates Collage,
Lewiston. There will be an evening session and we would find an opportunity to discuss the
situation with you at some time during the day. Otherwise, one of our representatives would have
to make contact with your Club or accompany it on a field trip.
I am arranging to have sent to you literature relating to the Appalachian Trail. If plans
materialize for the affiliation of your Club, you would retain the copy of the Maine Guidebook
sent to you.
I think it will move matters on if your representatives have an opportunity to examine the other
publications before the Maine Club meeting. I note that you say that your Club has ten boys who
would spend from five to ten days on a work trip. I judge that you have in mind several two or
three-day excursions and that your group would camp.
The Section to be assigned to you would be discussed at our April meeting and it should be
based upon knowledge of your intended operations. I assume automobile transportation is
available. Monson and Greenville seem to be the nearest localities to Bangor. Another section
could be approached from Katahdin Iron Works. We have tentatively in mind a section on the
Barren-Chairback region.
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When you have received the Guide, with the aid of the State Highway map, on which the A.T,
route is indicated, you will have more appreciation of the area.
cc: John W. Clark, Stanley B. Attwood, Lawson W. Reeves, Roy P. Fairfield, Miss Marion Park,
Miss Jean Stephenson
(Note by M.H.A.: I have written to Mr. Clark about several matters which it is most important
that he have determined prior to the April meeting. I hope that this lead materializes and I have
in mind that we could assign a portion of the Barren-Chairback range with perhaps adding some
work on the Gulf Hagas trail because of its scenic attractions.)
March 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood.
Dear Stan:
I have your letter of March 21st. It covers points of concern and interest to several people and I
have thought that the best procedure is to send a copy to those indicated on this this
communication in order that they may take action in connection with the items mentioned in
your letter.
Assistant Secretary Powell at Philadelphia will take up the matter of the missing 1948 check.
We have not given up the plan of having some movies of Maine, apart from the Appalachian
Trail area. Miss Stephenson has written to Mr. Hebert, who indicated that the Publicity Bureau
had some reels. I would ask Mr. Fairfield to continue with the plan to have available a projector
and we shall hope during the month to come up with something worthwhile. If anyone has any
facilities along this line, we will welcome the suggestion.
This meeting date has stimulated correspondence but I think it desirable to have all those matters
covered well in advance.
I enclose a copy of the letter which I have written to Edroy Curtis.
See you in April.
Enclosure - Copy of ltr to Mr. Curtis
cc: Miss Elizabeth Powell, Lawson W. Reeves, Miss Jean Stephenson, Roy P. Fairfield, Miss
Marlon Park, John W. Clark
March 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor.
Dear Helon:
I am glad to have your letter of March 21st and I appreciate your writing me in detail.
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You have made surprising progress in the relocation. I had not thought that the matter was so far
along. It means that I will have to get back to Bigelow sooner than I expected in order to measure
the relocation.
I am glad to know that you found such a satisfactory route with a good grade. From the fact that
the Trail comes into the old route on the summit of Little Bigelow I am led to think that you were
able to avoid the lumbered and hurricane-damaged section for the first two miles of the old route.
That will be a real improvement and should lessen the maintenance troubles.
I do not know how I overlooked, in the Supplement, saying something about the condition of the
Bigelow Range Trail. It must need attention very badly. When I was last on it, the blazes were
very, very large and needed cutting down with brownish-gray paint in order to eliminate the
impression that there was nothing but blue squares in the whole world.
I will send you under separate cover copies of Maps Nos. 8 and 9 from the Guidebook and I will
be very glad to have you draw the route of the Trail on it.
The Central Maine Power Company has indicated the flowage limits and the new road. Thus, we
can correct the map for the next edition of the Guidebook. We have a draftsman available now
and it will be a job out of the way to get this up-to-date. The U.S.G.S. is starting to re-measure
obsolete quadrangles in Maine. They re-worked last summer the Katahdin and Rangeley
Quadrangles, I have told them how out-of-date the Quadrangles around Mt. Bigelow will be and
they have been placed on the work list for work whenever funds permit.
There are two things about Bigelow that still bother me. I wish we could find some route that
meant less of a drop when one comes from Little Bigelow to the East Peak. It would be
something half way between the present route and the one which we had to abandon that went
across the top of the sag. The lean-to in the Bigelow Col is pretty nearly finished.
I had hoped that the Forest Service might find some way of improving it at the time when the
new trail was put in. I have mentioned both of these projects and I know if you will ever get an
opportunity that you will see if anything can be done in the way of an improvement.
I see no reason why we should not make every effort to have the Central Maine Power Company
cover the cost of relocating this section of the Trail. I think we might as well start the matter and
I have written the preliminary letter, although it will be necessary to wait until the job is finished
to make a final statement. It all depends, I suppose, on the Power Company's attitude. If it is
disposed to be very ''tight", it would probably say that, since we only had oral permission to be
on the land, they are not obligated to recognize our claim or make any compensation.
However, there is no reason why we should not press it to the end. I will pass on to you any reply
that I get from the Company.
Since there will be so many people interested in what you have written, I have sent a copy of
your letter to each of the persons who are receiving a copy of this letter.
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cc: John W. Clark, Stanley B, Attwood, Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr., Roy P. Fairfield, Lawson W.
Reeves, Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Storey, Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
March 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Edroy Curtis, R.F.D. #1, Mechanic Falls, Maine.
Dear Mr. Curtis:
Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, Secretary of the Maine Appalachian Trail Conference [sic], has written
me of the Mechanic Falls Troop of Explorer Scouts' interest in the Appalachian 'Trail and has
asked that I send to you some Appalachian Trail literature. This has gone forward to you under
separate cover.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club is holding its annual meeting at 2:00 p.m., April 23rd, at
Women’s Union, Bates College, Frye Street, Lewiston, Maine. If a representative of your group
could attend the meeting, I think he would find it very worthwhile. It would afford an
opportunity to learn of our Trail practices and methods.
We shall bear in mind to send you a copy of the notice of the meeting, but if this is overlooked, I
would ask that you bear in mind the date and, if possible, attend. There will be an afternoon and
an evening session. Let us know as to whether any of your representatives can attend.
I have found, in various sections of the country, that Explorer Scouts have been much interested
in trail work. The Explorer’s Manual contains an article on the trail and its possibilities for
Explorer Scouts.
We hope that it will be possible for a representative of the Explorer Scouts to be in Lewiston on
April 23rd. If this is impossible at that particular time and your group is still interested, I suggest
that you communicate with Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
cc: Stanley B. Attwood, John W. Clark, Lawson W, Reeves, Roy P. Fairfield, Miss Jean
Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
March 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have received your letter, outlining the results of the showing of the slides and the exhibits at
the Rumford Sportsmen’s Show. The performance manifests very considerable energy and labor.
We shall hope, as you feel, that there will be equivalent results in meeting our Trail maintenance
problems. If we induce a large number of people to try the Trail in Maine and it is not
satisfactorily maintained during 1950, our investment in this publicity campaign may be very
much jeopardized.
I am passing on to Miss Park the application and the $3.00 and requesting that she acknowledge
its receipt.
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On the debit side, we shall need to note that we sent, for gratuitous distribution, 600 copies of
Publication No. 17, which have a total sales value of $90.00. We shall watch with much interest
down here to see the response in the way of orders for Maine publications.
I am suggesting to Miss Stephenson and Mrs. Jacobs that we will need to give some thought to
having available perhaps two dozen slides for Maine in order to avoid possible damage and
fading-out of the master collection through intensive showing, such as occurred at the
Sportsmen’s Show. These two dozen slides could be considered as expendable.
All these matters we shall look forward to discussing at Lewiston on the morning of the 23rd of
April. We count on your being at the morning meeting.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs
Note to Miss Parks Please take the necessary action with respect to mailing list, as requested by
Mr. Reeves and return his letter to me. M.H.A.
March 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Central Maine Power Company, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
I am writing at this time in order to make inquiry as to the procedure in submitting claims for
damage caused by the flowage resulting from the building of the Central Maine Power Company
dam at Long Falls on Dead River.
The flowage has flooded out a substantial section of the Appalachian Trail at the east base of Mt.
Bigelow. An extensive relocation to skirt the flow-age will be required. This work will be
completed in the early summer.
I am enclosing herewith a copy of The Appalachian Trail Conference Publication No. 5, in the
event that there should be any inquiry as to the nature of the Appalachian Trail. The route in
Maine has been in existence since 1935. It is described in detail in the 500-page Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine which we will make available, if desired, on the point of the location
of the original route of the Trail.
It is my understanding that your Company has assumed the cost of the relocation of facilities,
such as roads, in this area and I take it that this principle would cover the matter of the relocation
of the Appalachian Trail which is a recreational asset of the State of Maine.
1 shall appreciate your furnishing advices as to the manner in which claims are submitted and
determined.
cc: Helon Taylor, S. B. Attwood, J. W. Clark, Jean Stephenson
March 27, 1950. Roy P. Fairfield to Edwin D. Kravitz, 4311 Sea Gate Ave., Brooklyn 24,
N.Y. [Very hard to read carbon]
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Dear Mr. Krawitz:
This is to acknowledge receipt of your card of March 19 regarding your work at Kamp Kohut.
We are very glad that you intend to work Appalachian trail trips into your summer program.
I’m sorry that I cannot supply very much material. Most of the publications are kept at the
Washington, D.C. office, from which you can obtain all the data you need for any AT trip. I do
have an extra copy of a new map, recently published by the Conference, which will give you an
outline of the Katahdin area. I would suggest, however, that you make an effort to obtain the
descriptive material, preferably the section of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine
dealing with Katahdin. Of course, I sincerely believe that, since you are contemplating other trips
on the Trail, the Camp might profitably invest in the complete guide, which describes nearly
every foot of the trail from Katahdin to the New Hampshire border. This would also give you a
better overall perspective of the possibilities. Katahdin is spectacular, but there are beautiful
sections in the Saddleback-Bigelow regions which would be more accessible from Oxford. The
Guide describes these, too.
Washington address: 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington 6, D.C.
March 27, 1950. A. D. Nutting Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
As far as I know, the date of April 21 will be satisfactory for me to meet with you.
I have talked again with the Governor about the bridge at Sourdnahunk Falls and he made the
suggestion that I go back to the Maine Development Commission for assistance. I have written
all the details to Harold Schnurle, Chairman of the Commission, but have not had an opportunity
to meet with him.
cc: Stanley B. Attwood, John W. Clark, Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. Lawson
W, Reeves, Mr. Roy P. Fairfield, Mr. Helon Taylor, Mr. Ben Hadley
March 29, 1950. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
You will, no doubt, have received the 1950 Maine Guide Supplement, which repeats the notice
of the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at Lewiston, Maine, on April 23rd.
Unless, by some chance, you should be making a winter trip to Phillips, we appreciate that your
attendance is probably not feasible. I did want, however, to be able to make contact with you
before the session. I am planning to be in New York on Wednesday, April 5th, and I am writing
to determine whether, without undue inconvenience, we could make some arrangements. I could
meet your convenience if you could have lunch with me or we could have dinner that evening. I
shall be coming back on the midnight train.
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If there is any delay in your receiving this letter, you could send a note to me at the Commodore
Hotel, where I expect to arrive in the very late evening of Tuesday, April 4th.
My intentions to have the pleasure of seeing you before this time have not materialized but I
hope very much that I am not suggesting an inconvenient time.
cc: John W. Clark
March 29, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves:
Dear Lawson:
I have your letter of March 24th and enclosures. I appreciate your writing to me so fully about all
these matters. Our work season here knows no Sabbatical, fishing or summer season. In fact. It
piles up when we wish we could have the pleasure of these activities and not be troubled with a
magnitude of last summer's proportions. At the moment, I have the manuscript to edit and read
of three Guidebooks which are in the course of preparation.
I think that I have cared for all the problems for the Maine meeting and I shall now leave the rest
to other people. Consequently, during the next month, I shall have to let go everything except
emergency matters and some of the points covered in your letter we will talk about orally.
Just one or two things.
(1) Clark and Fairfield should be advised of the condition of the Four Ponds Lean-to. I assume
that you will tell them.
(2) You have a copy of Helon Taylor's letter to the effect that he will be present. Your own
presence at the officers' meeting is a most important consideration. I am counting on your help
by being there at that time.
(3) The Overseer program is a job of supervision and keeping contact with the maintainers of
each section. The Overseer will examine certain areas, but, of course, he cannot patrol the entire
State or even cover the mileage which I have traveled in Maine each year.
(4) In an effort to conclude the much discussed stencil matter, I telephoned Jack Clark last night.
He has swung into action. He says that he has sent the necessary stencils to you and, further, he
has arranged to visit you in Dryden on Sunday, and to see Fairfield. He is endeavoring to bring to
a conclusion some of the pending matters on assignment of sections. Thus, there will be
sufficient time to complete this most important item of the board signs. I will be very glad to
have it accomplished. So, we will scratch the item of stencils and signs.
The Trail Manual, which you have, specifies standards and size so as to eliminate the need for
experimentation. Our experience over the entire Trail warns us of the most disastrous results
which arise when people are induced to travel sections not maintained. Remember that we have
no sponsor for Bigelow. Clark did not work his area from the Ledge House east last year. There
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are gaps even in the Wilton Outing Club section. So, you will see that it is not just in the east
where the route is not maintained.
As to discouragement or lack of patience, remember that I have been in this activity for almost
two decades and if discouragement or difficulties, arising out of lack of cooperation or people
failing to systematically meet their responsibilities could have created discouragement, I have
had opportunity for a full dose and then some.
When I started, I had only intended to say "thank you for not only the letter but for all the good
work and your interest and accomplishment”.
I am ringing off now until the meeting.
I have remailed your slip in connection with the Katahdin Guide.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
March 30, 1950.
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
Dear M.A.T.C. Member:
There has been sent to you a copy of the report of the informal meeting of the prospective
officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which was held at Auburn on October 30, 1949.
This report, which was dated November 12, 1949, announced that the 1950 annual meeting
would be held at Bates College., Lewiston, on April 23, 1950. This communication is to serve as
notice of the meeting.
The meeting will be public. We hope very much that you will find it possible to attend.
Considerable publicity has been devoted in the past few months to The Appalachian Trail in
Maine. Contact has been made with various groups and individuals who have manifested interest
in the Trail. Representatives of these groups have been invited to this meeting.
The sessions will afford opportunity for an interacting discussion of matters relating to The
Appalachian Trail in Maine and an opportunity to become familiar with recent developments.
The reel on Trail Technique, which describes practices in Trail maintenance, will be shown in
the afternoon. In the evening there will be a showing of Maine scenery together with the very
fine collection of lantern slides on The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
You will note that the afternoon session is at the Women’s Union, Bates College, on Frye Street,
commencing at 2:00 p.m. The evening session is at Chase Hall, on Bardwell Street, commencing
at 7:30 p.m.
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Since this is the annual meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, we hope that you and
interested individuals, known to you, will be in attendance.
There is attached hereto the program for the 1950 meeting.
Myron H. Avery
President
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
4531-45th Street, N.W.
Washington 6, D.C.
Enclosure - Program
Undated postcard. [Hand-written]
Dear Roy
Unfortunately I am to be in Bridgeport that weekend.
Otherwise I should have planned on attending.
I have turned over the letter to Dill.
Thank you for the invitation.
Harry
March, 1950
PRE-PUBLICATION NOTICE OF REVISION OF KATAHDIN REPRINT
This memorandum is to afford an opportunity for pre-publication subscription to the 1950
revision of the KATAHDIN REPRINT of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE.
This Guide was prepared in the loose-leaf format utilized in the series of Appalachian Trail
Guides. By reason of the demand for Chapters 4 and 5 (constituting 146 pages) together with
Map No. 3, The Katahdin Region, this Katahdin portion of the Maine Guide was issued as a
separate. The supply has become exhausted. A new revision has been prepared and is scheduled
for release on June 1, 1950.
The new revision of the KATAHDIN Section will comprise over 200 pages, representing an
increase of approximately one-third over the former Reprint. This was occasioned, to a large
degree, by the developments in the north section of the Katahdin area and the adjacent regions
which have now become available for travel and exploration.
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This Reprint is in the loose-leaf format of the Maine Guide. It is contained in a binder or may be
inserted in lieu of the existing pages of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
A feature of the new 1950 KATAHDIN REPRINT is a new map, which replaces Map No. 3, The
Katahdin Region. This 1950 map includes the terrain between the Penobscot East and West
Branches and covers regions for which no other comparable map is available. In addition, Map
No. 3B, issued subsequent to the appearance of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE, has been revised and accompanies the Reprint, as Map No. 2.
A list of the contents of the Reprint appears on the back of this item. On orders received prior to
June 1, 1950, the price of the KATAHDIN REPRINT is $1.00, postpaid. Subsequent orders will
be filled at a cost of $1.25. Use the form below for the purpose of ordering; do not send postage
stamps. Checks should be made out to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
******
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.,
Care of The Appalachian Trail Conference, Inc.,
1916 Sunderland Place, N. W.,
Washington 6, D. C.

Date:_______________________

I am enclosing herewith the sum of $____and request that there be sent to me, on publication,
_____copy of the 1950 Reprint of the Katahdin Section of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE.
I do, do not, have a copy of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. It is
numbered No.___________________________.
SUMMARY OF CONTENTS OF I95O KATAHDIN SECTION
Chapter
4.
KATAHDIN
I. Katahdin (A descriptive account of the area)
II. Baxter State Park
III. Baxter State Park Regulations
IV. Baxter State Park Wild Life Sanctuary
V. Literature and Maps
5.

THE OUTLYING MOUNTAINS

6.

SUGGESTIONS FOR KATAHDIN CLIMBERS
I. Precautions
II. Suggested Trips

7.

ACCOMMODATIONS
(This covers the campgrounds, lean-tos and sporting camps, etc.)
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8.

ROAD APPROACHES TO KATAHDIN
I. Roads from the South
II. The Approach from the North
III. The Approach from the East
IV. The River Routes

9.

THE KATAHDIN TRAILS
I. From the West
II. From the South
III. On the Mountain
IV. From the East
V. The Katahdin Lake Region
(In all there are described some 34 trails, with a total of 75 pages.)

10.

TRAIIS OF THE OUTLYING MOUNTAINS
I. The Katahdinauguoh
II. The Deadwater Mountains
(Covering 24 trails, a total of 30 pages)
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL, Section 1 (both directions)
MAPS:
3 The Katahdin Region Map
2 The Traveler
INDEX

March 31, 1950. Bronson W. Griscom to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am delighted at the prospect of finally getting together with you.
At the moment I have a very important tentative luncheon engagement for next Wednesday,
April 5th, and I cannot find out just yet whether or not it will materialize. However, I am free
Wednesday evening and would like very much to drive in and we could have dinner together.
I think the best thing for me to do is to get in touch with you at the Commodore at which time I
shall know about the Wednesday luncheon engagement. It might be that this would be more
convenient for you than dinner, but in any event we could make it at one time or the other.
April 2, 1950. Myron Avery to Maine Highway Commission Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
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Recently, in response to my request, you sent to me three folded 1949 highway maps of the State
of Maine and an unfolded highway map of the State. I very much appreciate your courtesy in this
connection.
Our Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine contains, as one of its maps, some sheets contained
in the Highway Atlas of the State of Maine. These sheets are Nos. 25 and 26 in Oxford County
and Nos. 14 and 15 in Franklin County.
Will you kindly advise me if it is possible at this time to obtain a set of these sheets for use in
making another map tracing?
April 2, 1950. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom. AIR MAIL
Dear Mr. Griscom:
I have your letter of March 31st. I appreciate that my notice did not afford much advance
opportunity to fit the situation into your other engagements.
I have some doubt as to your ability to reach me at the Commodore since I shall leave in the
morning for various appointments in the City. I would rather think, on further thought, that
meeting me at noon might cause more of a break in your business day and perhaps the evening
would be preferable.
To avoid difficulty in making contact, I am writing to suggest that you send to me at the
Commodore, marked "To be Held", a note specifying your preference. I could alter my plans to
meet you for lunch or have dinner, in the neighborhood of 6:30. I think that the Commodore
Lobby would be the preferable meeting place and suggest that you have me paged.
I am looking forward to your having lunch or dinner with me when we may talk of matters of
mutual interest.
My office telephone here (until Tuesday noon) is Republic 6700, Extension 2652.
April 3, 1950. Min and Earl Perham, Chairback Mountain Camps, Brownville Junction,
Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written in Hartford, Conn.]
Dear Myron:
Received your letter and we expect to open up around May 10th. The black flies come last of
May usually. The most of the early fishermen will be gone around middle of June. The flies last
mostly till last of June or 1st of July but the last of them aren’t quite as bad.
We have not heard much about that region this winter. Earl went up to cut the ice in Jan.
Just let us know when you decide and how many there will be of you.
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April 4, 1950. Rae D. Graves, State Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine, to Myron H.
Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Under separate cover we are mailing you map sheets l4-l5-25 and 26 as requested in your letter
of April 2.
These maps are corrected to December 31, 1945, and the road type may be improved on some
roads from what is shown on the map.
Our 1950 route map is supposed to come from the printers the first week in June and we will
send you a copy at that time.
April 6, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
Life has been very hectic recently, which accounts for the fact that you have not received a letter
earlier than this. However, we did go ahead and get ready the various items to be sent to you.
On Monday we mailed to you a package containing the motion picture reels of Trail Work,
which are to be shown during the afternoon session. Mr. Avery asked me to ask you to run them
through some time prior to that date to be sure there were no breaks, etc. I forget the type of
projector to use, but you can undoubtedly tell from looking at the reels. If I find a note of the
kind, I will stick it in an envelope and mail it to you to-night. (I am not writing this at Conference
Headquarters, so haven't the files available.)
Included in the package with the reels, is the signaling apparatus to be used in connection with
the kodachrome slides. Please take care of it and have it available for use that evening.
Yesterday I mailed to you a package containing the pictures to be exhibited. There were, I
believe, 72 when I finally counted them. Some of our good ones are visiting around
Pennsylvania at other exhibits, but these make quite a good collection. You will note that I did
not include any of Baldpate and beyond (except one on Baldpate, just to show we had reached
that point), as we have very few and I understand that you are using the exhibit of the Maine
Alpine Club with this, and their pictures deal primarily with the region of Baldpate and the west.
You may keep this exhibit for the entire month of April if you wish. We can talk about sending it
back when I see you.
Mr. Attwood and Mr. Avery felt the newspaper publicity should not start until the end of this
week or even later. So I am being governed accordingly. If you see any items, please cut them
out for me and I will mount them in my "publicity book" on my arrival, so it will be as complete
as possible. The notice of the meeting and the program went out a couple of days ago.
April 6, 1950. Roger, Brunswick, Maine, to Lawson Reeves. [Hand-written]
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Dear Mr. Reeves,
The head of the Outing Club here at Bowdoin is Phineas Sprague and his address is 11 Potter
Street. I was talking with one of the club members and he said the club or at least a few of them
were planning to climb Sugarloaf Mt. this weekend. He also said he thought the club was too
small to take over any of the trail yet. You probably can find out more from Sprague.
Well, I hope the summer jobs are beginning to turn up in Wilton.
April 7, 1950. W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Company, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter under date of March 24, 1950, addressed to this company, reached my desk this
morning.
In order to present all the facts to the Management of this Company will you kindly send me
copies of the permits from the Bigelow landowners in connection with the use and maintenance
of the Appalachian Trail across the northerly part of Bigelow Township.
This Company now owns nearly all of this northerly half and I do not find any reservations in
our deeds relating to rights of way or easements across the land.
{Copy Helon Taylor, S. B. Attwood, J. W. Clark, Stephenson, Park}
April 8, 1950. William H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery.
My dear Myron:
Your letter of March 15 duly received. Your placing the matter of my resignation from the
Directorship of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club on the basis of friendship is something that I
cannot ignore and I agree to stay on for at least a year. However, I still feel that it is rather
needless with Roy Fairfield doing such a good Job, but we can settle that at a later date.
We shall be glad indeed to see you when you come to the April meeting and of course are
looking forward to having you stay with us for whatever time possible.
April 9, 1950. Fred R. Sawyer, 105 Sherman Rd., Chestnut Hill 67, Mass., to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks for your long and detailed letter. I was quite interested to read about your trip. I
forwarded a copy to the editor. The list of references and maps will be kept on file for possible
future use by club members.
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April 10, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Stanley B. Attwood.
Dear Mr. Attwood:
When Mr. Avery told me that you and he had agreed that the newspaper publicity for the coming
meeting of the M.A. T.C. should not go out until two weeks before the date of the meeting, I
marked my calendar for the 10th, and went on to other things. Suddenly, as I began to get it
ready to go out yesterday, I realized that it should have been in your hands so you could release it
on the 10th, instead of leaving here on that date. So to remind myself not to be so stupid again, I
am having myself send it all to you by first class mail!
I am enclosing thirty envelopes to thirty newspapers in Maine. In each is the press release, and a
copy of the “leaflet” telling about the Club, for background material. You may think it advisable
not to send some of these, as you will know the papers better than I do. In selecting them, I
included all daily papers, all papers in localities near to the Trail route, or near the homes of any
of the officers or other interested workers, and at least one weekly in every county, preferably
those where I thought there were a few interested people. I did not, of course, fix any for your
papers, as I assume you will take care of those notices. I am also enclosing stamps so that if you
want to mail these out just as they are, all you have to do is to affix the stamps.
I am also enclosing some 10 extra copies of the press release, and 10 copies of the leaflet (these
are not too good, as they are the end of the “run”), as you may want to send them to some papers
I have omitted. I did not prepare envelopes for the Rumford and Biddeford papers, as I sent them
separate and special typewritten releases, written around Lawson Reeves and Roy Fairfield, since
they are local men known to those papers. I enclose copies of these items for your information.
I am going to send a copy of the release to Mr. Hebert of the Maine Publicity Bureau when I
write him in a few days about The Pine Cone. He asked me to do this last Fall, when I saw him
in Portland. You will note I tied the release into the Publicity Bureau’s Boost Maine Campaign.
If you have any comments or criticisms, please let me know.
April 10, 1950. Roy Fairfield to John W. Clark.
Dear Jack,
Hope you got the slides OK. Was coming through Portland after my Spring vacation in Saco, so
thought I’d drop them off to save time. Hope all is well with you.
We seem to be getting some interest from the Explorer Scouts in the vicinity. Looks as though
they may eventually be helpful with the Trail work. If you deem it advisable and have not
already done it, would it be in order to get in touch with the Portland director of this division of
the Scouts? Would write myself, but thought this was your territory and didn’t want to do
anything of the sort without your counsel.
April 10, 1950. Lawson Reeves to [?Fairfield?]
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Dear Professor:
I am enclosing a letter from one of the young men who went with me on some mountain
climbing trips last summer. He is a student at Bowdoin and was in to see me about employment
for the summer, when he had his Easter vacation. I asked him to feel out the Outing Club down
there. At present they are interested mostly in skiing.
Since you was going to make contacts with this group, I thought that you might be interested in
the letter and that you might like to follow it up. This could still be done before the Annual
meeting the 23rd.
At the present time it looks as tho both Helon Taylor and I will be at the officers meeting in the
forenoon, altho this will cut down most of the attendance from Wilton for the afternoon meeting.
They do not want to come down in the forenoon and hang around until afternoon for the meeting
and not very many of them will come down in the afternoon on their own initiative, but would
come with me if I was coming in the afternoon. Louis Chorzempa and his wife will attend the
afternoon meeting.
I have proposed to Myron that the Trail in Maine be divided into three sections, with John Clark
as Overseer and two assistants. Each one of the three would have his own section of about 90
miles to be responsible for and the assistants responsible to John. In this way the whole distance
could be patrolled each year and the reports would be standardized. 266 miles is altogether too
much for one man to handle. Mr. Chorzempa would be willing to accept the western section if
the Club adopted this, and if John was agreeable. That would leave the eastern end open to
secure an overseer for, preferably someone living in that vicinity. This question will be discussed
at the Officers meeting.
The requirements for membership and the revising of the membership list will probably be
discussed also.
April 10, 1950. D. Felix Ranlett, Librarian, Bangor Public Library, Bangor, Maine, to
Myron Avery.
Dear Capt. Avery:
Hatch got the text for his APPALACHIA article from typed journal in the Eckstorm-Hardy
collection here at the Bangor Public Library.
There are three handsomely typed black-covered loose-leaf notebooks which I think must be the
ones about which you inquire and which you say were typed by Miss Mary Dorsey. One contains
journals of Manly Hardy and Fannie P. Hardy and a number of outline drawings of mountain
views. Another is made up of a great variety of Manly Hardy’s notes on genealogies, animal
habits, Indians, town histories and the like. The third is composed of Fannie P. Hardy’s (Mrs.
Eckstorm) notes on a similar variety of subjects.
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There is an original leather bound notebook of Mrs. Eckstorm’s written on grid-ruled paper,
measuring 7 1/2 x 4 ½” with entries dating from 1888 to 1917 on all of Mrs. Eckstorm’s
principal subjects.
There is also a series of notebooks 7 1/2 x 10” in size, bound in marbled paper, consisting partly
of clippings of Manly Hardy's published natural history observations, apparently arranged by
Mrs. Eckstorm, partly of manuscript notes by Mrs. Eckstorm, and partly of clippings of Mrs.
Eckstorm's own publications. These are as follows:
Unnumbered: Father's articles about game.
No. 8
Lives of Maine Woodsmen
No. 9
Woodcraft
No. 10
Indians. Lives and Anecdotes
No. 12
Game Laws and Wardens
No. 13
Journals and Wood's notes
No. 15
Miscellaneous Anecdotes
No. 16
Miscellaneous Reminiscences, published articles.
I am fairly certain that there is a good deal of material in the three black covered typed books
first referred to of which we do not have the originals. For example, I rather doubt that the
originals of the journals of the wilderness trips are still extant at all and a quick run through the
collection as a whole and the typed notebooks shows that there is more in the notebooks than we
have in manuscript. I am sure Hatch has not the originals of any of the journals. Have you some
idea whether or not Mrs. Eckstorm kept the originals after having typed notebooks made?
Something I heard somewhere makes me feel that she did not.
There are in the collection many other notebooks of varying degrees of systemization, a great
many folders of the Indian place names research, and many informally bound volumes of
typewritten notes on Indian languages, and a good many other things besides.
Best thanks for having sent me the new Map No. 4. The two color feature makes it much easier
to use than the old black and white maps.
April 11, 1950. Myron Avery to W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Company,
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Getchell:
I have received your letter of April 7, 1950 in response to my letter of March 24., addressed to
the Central Maine Power Company.
I presume your inquiry is intended to go to the point of whether the Bigelow landowners
conveyed, by a formal instrument, an easement or right-of-way to the Appalachian Trail
Conference. The answer to your inquiry requires a statement of the situation under which the
Appalachian Trail was constructed across western Maine and the manner in which the lean-tos
along the Trail were erected. The activities in connection with the Trail, from the Kennebec

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1950 - Compiled by David Field – Page

114

River west, was an item of the CCC activity. This, in Maine, was under the supervision of the
late James W. Sewall, of Old Town, Maine, in his capacity of Assistant Forester in charge of
CCC activities. The federal regulations, as perhaps you know, required the obtaining of certain
authorizations or permissions where the work was constructed on privately-owned land. I know
that in connection with the Appalachian Trail project Mr. Sewall, by virtue of his contacts with
the landowners, cared for this requirement. The Appalachian Trail Conference did not have any
direct correspondence with the landowners in Maine in connection with the routing of the Trail.
The obtaining of permission would be particularly pertinent in connection with the building of
lean-tos. The CCC built on Mt. Bigelow at The Horns Pond twin lean-tos under Mr. Sewall’s
direction.
I do not know whether Mr. Sewall, under the existing procedure, forwarded the evidence of the
authorization from the landowners to the federal authorities or if it was retained in the files of the
CCC activity. Since this relates to matters which occurred some fourteen years ago, it will
probably be a matter of considerable difficulty to locate these files and the written records
involved.
I note the comment that your Company owns nearly all the north half of Mt. Bigelow and that
there are no reservations in your deeds. The Parsons Trail, on the north side of Mt. Bigelow, I
recall, was constructed by the CCC, independently of the Appalachian Trail project. There was
also the Forest Service Trail from the “Round Barn” at Dead River. It is my understanding that
the Central Maine Power Company is replacing, at its own cost, these trails for the Maine Forest
Service. I should be glad to know whether your deeds contain any reservation with respect to
these trails which you are replacing for the Forest Service.
I expect to be in Maine on April 23rd in connection with a meeting of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club and, as I anticipate being at the office of the Forest Commissioner, I may be able to
develop some information as to the present whereabouts of the files.
We would be glad to make available for presentation to the management of your Company
material, such as "Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine" and other publications indicating the
status of the Appalachian Trail as a recreational project and that it has existed in Maine as a
cooperative project with the approval and sanction of the State agencies. I had hoped that the
Central Maine Power Company management might have sufficient knowledge of the existence
of the Trail and desire to avoid imposing upon it additional burdens so that we will not be
required to initiate a hunt into the old files in view of the record of the existence of the Trail for a
period of almost two decades in Maine without any question being raised as to its strict legal
status on privately-owned land.
I have sent to you under separate cover publications generally descriptive of the Appalachian
Trail project.
cc: Helon Taylor, S. B. Attwood, J. W. Clark, Jean Stephenson, Marion Park
April 11, 1950. Sidney Tappan, 8 Conant Street, Beverly, Mass., to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
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Dear Myron,
Your cordial invitation to be present at the annual meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
23rd April at Lewiston, Maine was received last Saturday. I am indeed sorry that it will be
impossible for me to attend because the day has been set aside for a family get together in honor
of my mother’s eighty seventh birthday. If mother were younger I might feel that I could be
excused, but as it is I believe my first duty is to her.
Peter and I plan to reach York’s Twin Pine Camps about 9:30 P.M. Friday the 4th of August this
year. We have engaged the same cabin as we had last year, and we will be there three weeks.
Mrs. York flew into camp last Friday. She said that the ice was two foot thick on Daicey Pond
and that there was plenty of snow left in camp although it was almost gone at Millinocket.
Junior, Jeanette, Dicky and Toni were in camp all winter. Junior has rebuilt the “office” and
started a guide’s cabin near the laundry. The road was open until the middle of January. Junior
flew out the 12th of March and back the following day.
I received a copy of “The Penobscot Man” by Eckstorm for a Christmas present!
Remember me to Herb Whitney and to Seymour Smith if you see them.
No news from York’s relative to the Cable Bridge, nor have they ever heard from Jim Swain.
After the meeting at Lewiston and before we leave for camp this summer you probably will have
some information and/or requests concerning the trail work. You will I am sure let me know
your intentions so that I shall be able to accomplish those objectives which you have in mind. If
the Cable Bridge is available for crossing the West Branch, and if the intervening seasons have
not been too hard on the trail I might be able to do some work south of the river toward Rainbow
Lake.
Peter and I have been well during the winter except that he has just had chicken pox. We didn’t
get much skiing or skating because of the mild winter. We hope that you and your family have
been well and that the coming meeting may be a profitable as well as pleasurable one.
April 13, 1950. Myron Avery to A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
I have thought it advisable to write to confirm my earlier letter to the effect that, unless either
you or Mr. Hutton indicate that the date is not convenient, I will be in Augusta on April 21st. I
will take the noon train leaving Portland on that day, arriving in Augusta at 1:30 p.m.
I will leave here on Thursday, the 20th, at 1:00 p.m., and if there is any last-minute change in
your plans, I would appreciate your telephoning me at Republic 6700, Extension 2652, since I
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would not come up until a couple of days later for the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club at Lewiston on the 23rd.
I duly received your letter to the effect that, at the Governor's suggestion, you had approached
the Maine Development Commission to see whether it would help on the matter of restoring the
Cable Bridge. I suppose it will be a question of whether the Commission will feel that its
contribution of $2,000 to the FIS Ski Meet at Rumford exhausts its budget or whether that action,
is a precedent for assisting a similar recreational project.
I suppose that the Commission's size may mean that it will take some time for it to reach a
decision. I am most anxious to be able to give the meeting on April 23rd some definite word.
I wrote Mr. Wilkins some time ago with respect to the matter of filling in the chain of campsites
along the Trail in Maine. I suppose that he is saving the matter to discuss when I am at Augusta.
We see from the newspapers that Mr. Griswold (owner of B-Town near White Cap) is giving a
member of the Avery clan a bad time as to Montgomery Ward management. I am afraid that if
another Avery does not have something on the Cable Bridge the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
members will put him over the hurdles for his inaction.
cc: Mr. Robert G. Hutton, Greenville, Maine
John W. Clark, Stanley B. Attwood, Lawson W. Reeves, Sidney N. Tappan, Seymour R. Smith
Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
April 13, 1950. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan
Dear Sidney:
I was glad, indeed, to have your very welcome letter in response to the notice of the Maine
meeting. It was pleasing to learn that you would be in attendance except for your mother’s
anniversary. Of course, this should have precedence.
I appreciate your writing and saying that you will be at Daicey Pond on August 4th and asking
for suggestions. While matters might turn somewhat on developments at the meeting, I have
thought that I would send you a preliminary note at this time. I am sending a copy of this letter to
John Clark, our Overseer of Trails, so that he will be fully posted and know that he can mark off
the section from Katahdin to the Penobscot West Branch as cared for. I would say that the work
required would be as follows:
(1) Katahdin to West Branch. Go over the section to remove any down timber and use the
weeder where required to cut back the new growth. With all the work done last year no painting
would be necessary and the labor should be at a minimum.
(2) We plan new signs for the summit. If they are not installed before your arrival at Daicey, I
will write you in connection with their installation. The cylinder, as to which the cover was
broken, is supposed to be repaired and sent to Harold Dyer by May first.
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(3) I expect to work from Rainbow to Joe Mary in mid-August. The section from the West
Branch to Rainbow always needs all the work which it can get. Consequently, if you are able to
carry out your expectations and work a couple of miles south from the West Branch, it would
help us greatly in working toward the mid-point from Rainbow. We would have no doubt as to
where your work stopped if we were there after you. I doubt if I will get to Daicey Pond on that
trip. Incidentally, since it is hard to reach, if you repainted the portion south of the River which
you worked, it would help a great deal.
(4) We have stressed at times the use of the blue-blazed Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail. The old
tote-road along the West Branch needs blue paint very badly. This is one of the jobs that Swain
was to have done. The tote-road is hopelessly overgrown with beech sprouts and I would not
devote any time to it, however, if the blue-blazes could be renewed along the tote-road and for
one-fourth mile up to the Beaver Dam on Horse Race Brook, it would be of great help. All the
board signs in this locality were renewed last year and should be in place.
I tried to keep all the interested people informed by sending around copies of letters. I am afraid
that I overlooked reporting the last development on the Cable Bridge. The trouble is that each
Department in Maine wants to pass the buck to another department. The letter to the Forest
Commissioner represents the latest status. I hope very much that within the next month we will
have this problem definitely behind us and that when you are in the area the Bridge will be in use.
Thinking over what I have written, I believe that I have taken full advantage of your offer to help
and have indicated the things which would be of greatest assistance. I will let you know if we are
unable to care for the sign installation on the summit post. It would take some hardware for,
because of the position of the bolts, etc., we plan to bolt the new signs to the existing signs.
I am glad to hear that your winter has gone well. It has been extremely busy here. My older boy
is finishing his junior year at Bowdoin and my family plans to go to Lubec for the summer.
It is good to hear from you and, somewhere along the line, our trails should cross.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Seymour R. Smith, Miss Jean Stephenson, Lawson W. Reeves
April 14, 1950. John P. Harriman, President, Colby Outing Club, to Mr. Roy P. Fairfield,
Faculty Advisor Bates Outing Club, 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I regret that we can not attend either the joint meeting with the Bates Outing Club or the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club meeting as we have prior engagements. I think our secretary wrote you
concerning the former get-together.
The invitation to the latter meeting (MATC) suggests that the Colby Outing Club participate in
the trail maintenance on the Appalachian Trail in Maine. The Outing Club's present long term
commitments, mainly our ski slope and Winter Carnival planning, are as much as the Club can
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carry. Until our developments are complete it is not fair to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to
attempt any responsibility regarding trail maintenance.
I do hope that in the future the clubs of Maine can get together and talk out the many problems
that exist. Thank you for your cordial invitation.
April 14, 1950. Miss Patricia Burns, Fasteco Outing Club, State Teachers College,
Farmington, Maine, to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Fairfield,
This is in answer to the letter you wrote to Larry concerning the meeting April 23. Larry called
an executive board meeting, and they chose two delegates to attend the meeting. They are
Georgia Merriman and Marilyn Seekins.
We are anxious to hear of your progress in the plans for the trail. I hope our clubs together can
really accomplish our aims.
April 15, 1950. From Myron Avery:
MEMORANDUM TO THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CLUB
The last news from the Maine Front was my telephone conversation with John Clark to the effect
that he intended to see Lawson Reeves in Dryden.
Lawson has broached to me a matter which he undoubtedly discussed with John Clark and one
which it seems to me should receive some consideration before the meeting in order to obtain
maximum results.
Lawson’s suggestion is that his co-worker, Louis Chorzempa, could be used as an assistant
overseer of Trails and given a specific responsibility. This year will be particularly difficult to
get all the Trail cleared and in good order for the use which we hope the publicity campaign
would bring about. While the matter rests with John Clark, I would assume that he would
welcome the offer of assistance. Accordingly, for reasons of maximum effectiveness, I would
ask that Lawson have Chorzempa attend the Officers meeting at 11:00 a.m. where all these
problems can be discussed.
I would think that Chorzempa could take for supervision the section from the Kennebec River to
Long Pond Stream. The major problem is two miles of mowing on the west side of Moxie Bald
which had been cared for by Forest Service work previously. This will be unavailable and we
may need to plan a summer Club work trip in August to get over this hurdle. Miss Stephenson
and Miss Giller, who are very efficient painters, have made plans to repaint from Pleasant Pond
Mountain to the Moxie Bald Lean-to; the work should overlap.
We have a letter from Milton Anderson, offering to work at the same rate as last year. We could
use him from Moxie Bald Pond [sic] to Cloud Pond. He is a hard worker and if Mr. Chorzempa
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could check his work, I think we would get our money’s worth. The state of our finances is such
that this would have to be the last year that we could resort to this expedient. Chorzempa would
have to sort of oversee what Anderson did.
If this BLAZING ARROW Club develops, I would like to have them take something between
White Cap, and Cloud Pond, which is a camping proposition such as they want. Gulf Hagas
might be an additional inducement. This program would pretty well care for the problems in the
center part of the state for 1950 and we could, in the next year, concentrate on trying to find
sponsors. Moxie Bald will always be a problem and perhaps can be handled only by a summer
trip.
I have sent around copies of Helon Taylor’s letter as to the status of remarking Mt. Bigelow.
Here is one necessary requirement, which I would ask that Messrs. Clark and Reeves carry out.
There should be installed at each end of the relocation a sign reading as follows:
TRAIL RELOCATED, 1950
DOES NOT FOLLOW GUIDEBOOK DESCRIPTION
If Mr. Clark would get these stencils to Mr. Reeves, I am sure that he can care for the making of
these two essential signs and Mr. Taylor will install them when he finishes the trail relocation.
I made a point, when last in New York, to have dinner with Mr. Bronson Griscom, who gave me
the latest word as to his area and assured me that the section from Orbeton Stream to the top of
Saddleback will be recleared; that he will repair the Poplar Ridge Lean-to and have a rough
latrine built.
I have thought that it would move matters on to send this memorandum to Officers of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club so that the necessary action can be taken before the meeting.
cc: Stanley B. Attwood, Marion Park, John W. Clark, Jean Stephenson, Roy P. Fairfield, Ben L.
Hadley, Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr., Helon N. Taylor, Lawson W. Reeves
April 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Dudley C. Lunt, Scarborough, Maine.
Dear Mr. Lunt:
As a native of Maine and one quite familiar with the subject matter, I am reading with greatest
interest your edition of Thoreau’s "In the Maine Woods”.
Your footnotes represent a major contribution to this well-known work. I have noticed with some
interest your reference to Telos-Cut and I had wondered whether the history of this affair, which
I wrote a number of years ago, had come to your attention or whether you had seen the pamphlet
issued by the Eastern Corporation reprinting some portions of the litigation growing out of this
incident. I am, accordingly, enclosing a reprint of the item, together with two other articles
relating to historic canoe trips on the West Branch some time after Thoreau’s.
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You are perhaps aware of the "Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine", issued by the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and its extensive Katahdin Reprint.
In connection with Thoreau, I find that, apparently, few people are familiar with Mrs. Fannie
Hardy Eckstorm's review which appeared in the Aug. 1908 Atlantic Monthly. I almost feel that
this is an essential part of any reprinting of “In the Maine Woods”. It is listed in the bibliography
of Mt. Katahdin and, of course, came to your attention during your study of the problem.
The enthusiasm which your treatment of the subject has aroused must, I am sure, be a source of
much satisfaction to you and we Maine residents are grateful to you for throwing emphasis, at
this time, on a mode of transportation which is disappearing before the astounding increase of
lumber company roads into the Maine wilderness.
Enclosures: Telos-Cut, Artists of Katahdin, Photographers at Katahdin
{Miss Stephenson}
April 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Richard A. Hebert, Editorial Manager, Maine Publicity
Bureau, 3 St. Johns Street, Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hebert:
I feel that I am under a very definite obligation to you in your capacity as Editor of the "Pine
Cone" for the contributions which it furnishes to my knowledge of my State. While I am there
very frequently, I am occasionally somewhat chagrined to note the items which I think I should
have known of and which had escaped my attention. Here, in Washington, when I am away from
Maine, the “Pine Cone” and the Sunday edition of the Portland Telegram serve to keep me
posted.
1 have noticed with some slight amusement (probably none for you) that my native town of
Lubec feels that the Publicity Bureau has slighted it somewhat. Apparently, the Lubec Herald
found some consolation in your last issue. This, of course, illustrates the pleasures of an Editor’s
life.
What has prompted my belated note of appreciation is the article on Big Houston Pond. That
area is indeed a tremendous bowl but is, I think, much more impressive when one is on the
Barren-Chairback Range and looking down into the bowl. There are numerous viewpoints. Two
or three years ago I learned of an incident where an individual, poorly supplied as to equipment
and with bad eyesight, missed his way on the mountain and, after three or four days, by a course
of wanderings, which could not be reconstructed, reached the road at Onawa Station. Had his
course led him somewhat farther east into the swamps in the bowl, I doubt if he would have ever
made his way out.
Our Maine Guide has a very excellent map of this area, probably the map and the Guidebook
were available at the sporting camps. However, the references to the Trail route on the Barren-
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Chairback Range speak as of many years back and I had thought that you might wish to send on
to the author a copy of our 194l map.
The present situation of the Barren-Chairbaok Range is something of a tragedy. Up until I940,
the section was a magnificent unbroken spruce and fir forest of a type unequalled. It would have
been a splendid thing to have preserved for the State. With the impetus of the war years the St.
Regis Paper Company (Time and Life) lumbered off practically the entire mountain. The traces
of the primeval forest which remain serve to indicate how fortunate it would have been if this
stand of timber could have been preserved for the State.
These comments are a long way from my original intention to add my name to the list of those
who wish to be on record in the way of appreciating your publication.
{Miss Stephenson}
April 16. 1950. Myron Avery to Clinton Boyington, Box 326, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr, Boyington:
Miss Park has forwarded to me your letter advising that you have taken over the Antlers Camps
on Lower Joe Mary Lake.
We have known this region well since the Appalachian Trail was put through in 1933. The
Camps have a splendid location. When Leon Potter was active, it was a very well managed
establishment. His side camps, trails and facilities for his parties made this a very interesting
center. I was by the camps last summer and saw that they were somewhat in need of repair so
that, in starting at Antlers, you will probably have a considerable amount of labor. However,
with their reputation and clientele, this should be an excellent location for you.
I assume that you have purchased the Camps from Mrs. Guiney.
Last year, very considerable work was done on the Appalachian Trail on both sides of Antlers
Camps. The route was repainted and mowed. In addition, the side trail to Potaywadjo Ridge was
cleared. We expect to reclear the Trail some time this summer but will probably not have a large
party as at Nahmakanta where we first met you.
Last year the closing of the Camps caused considerable interruption in the Trail route and our
work crew stayed at Haynes’ Camps. At that time they marked a blue side trail from Cooper
Brook to Haynes Camps.
We have made a new map of this area and I am having sent to you one of the folded copies. A
little later, we will mail you a mounted copy of the unfolded map so that it can be hung up on the
wall of your Recreation Room. I imagine that the copy of the Maine Guidebook, which has been
kept at Antlers Camps, will have disappeared so we are sending you an up-to-date copy of the
Guidebook which you can carry in to Antlers.
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I am also asking Miss Stephenson to send to you the last two years' issues of Trailway News to
take into the Camps and she will add your name to the mailing list.
Our 1950 Supplement, as you will see, was printed before we learned that you were to operate
the Camps. We will have a statement put in the May issue of Trailway News to that effect.
We are, indeed, glad to know that these Camps are open and that you are on the Trail route. The
first year may be hard but I am sure that you and Mrs. Boyington will be successful in this
project.
1 shall hope to see you some time during the summer.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park, Miss Sadye Giller, Mr. Seymour R. Smith,
(Enclosures under separate cover)
NOTE: Miss Park to send Guidebook, marked “Complimentary”, plus one extra
copy of 1950 Supplement and two folded copies of Map No. 4.
Miss Stephenson to send back issues of Trailway News and add name to mailing list in place of
Mrs. Guiney.
Miss Park to add Boyington’s name to Guidebook cards in place of Mrs. Guiney.
Miss Giller to correct Maine Guide manuscript appropriately.
April 17, 1950. Charles H. Sampson, Administrative assistant Bates College,
Lewiston, Maine, to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
It will not be possible for the group of Appalachian people to eat in the little dining room in
Rand Hall on Sunday, April 23 but Mrs. Cross is more than glad to have a table reserved for you
at the Commons. As I understand it there will be either eight or nine people present. I suggest
that you report for your meal about quarter of one. Mrs. Cross also understands that if you wish
supper that you can also eat this at the Commons.
April 19, 1950. Seymour R. Smith, Watertown, Connecticut, to
Officers, members and friends of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Incorporated, in meeting
assembled at Lewiston, Maine this 23rd day of April, 1950.
Greetings and good wishes from Connecticut. Distance and obligations here necessitate my
absence from your conclave. Sorry to miss it. To meet you all would be a great pleasure, Some
day I shall catch up with John W. Clark and his jeep - so far, no luck.
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Have a good meeting. I again look forward this year to visiting the Appalachian Trail in Maine,
of making new trail friends and renewing acquaintance with those of past excursions.
April 20, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I sent to you by mail some time ago a package containing the motion picture reels on Trail
Technique and suddenly realized that I had not heard whether they had arrived. If the package
containing them has not arrived, please telegraph me, collect, to my home address, 1228 Eye St.,
N.W., so that I may institute a tracer before I leave here. I leave on Friday night, about 10 P.M.
from the house. As I am sending this air mail, you will get it in time to do this. If I do not hear
from you, I will know the reels are there.
I am going to bring with me a couple more reels of motion pictures, to be used on Sunday night.
Myron asked me to tell you that we will need to run them through prior to that time, as it has
been some time since he saw them, and he will need to see just what they are so that the
necessary commentary may be made. We cannot do it down here, as they will not be available
until the evening I am leaving. So the best I can do is to bring them along.
I am also bringing the big "display book" prepared for the Maine Information Center at Kittery.
For this, I will need an easel of some sort. It can be an improvised one, but should be something
to hold a book so it can be shown and the pages turned while the audience looks at it. The sheets
are 20" wide by 24." high, which gives you an idea for what would be needed. If you have no
easel available, one can be improvised from a small desk and a chair, but I thought it would
make it easier for you if you knew the various items needed, hence this advance mention.
By the way, did you see the Biddeford paper carried our "news release"? They wrote the headline
themselves, featuring your name as the "news interest" of the item. I will have a copy in the
Publicity Scrapbook, in case you haven't seen it. Miss Park and I arrive at the DeWitt Saturday
night.
April 20, 1950. George R. Learned, Andover, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I saw in the Lewiston Paper the Maine Appalachian Trail Club would hold a meeting at Bates
College on Sunday. I thought it would be a good time to write you in regard this link of the trail
Maine Highway 5 So. Arm Rd. to Andover B. Hill Road, 13.03 miles. Some part of this trail is
in bad shape. On the Black Brook end a lumber operation was working there last winter
southward toward Sawyer. Don’t know how bad they cut it out. From the Sawyer Trail to Old 10
of Clubs it’s not too bad. From there on South by C Pond past Camp Keewadin over the
hardwood hill to Mt. Brook up Mt. Brook to Surplus Pond it’s very bad. Especially by C Pond
there has been nothing done on this part for the past 3 yrs. Lots of blowdowns and grown in bad.
I cut out some of it last summer but did not have much time. A few parties passed the Pond and
all told me the trail was bad. The C Bluff Trail, built by the Bates Outing Club, is practically
abandoned. One party of 3 campers at Squirrel Rock Lean-to tried it twice and gave it up. I went
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to the summit with 3 Girl Scouts 3 yrs. ago mostly bush whacking. The view from the summit is
very good and well worth the effort.
I hope something will be done this Spring on this link of the trail. I quit my job with the A.M.C.
three yrs. ago after 25 summers with them from Katahdin to Newcomb N.Y. so have hiked over
some of the 2021 miles. On the whole I liked Katahdin Mt. the best. Carrigan in N.H. second. Mt.
Marcy in N.Y. 3rd.
There has been a lot of changes in the C Pond country since you was there. A truck rd. goes one
mile of the pond and a lot of the lumber has gone. I was there last summer in the dry time. No
fires.
P.S. I was over the Baldpate trail last fall after the Alpine Club cut it out and it’s a very good trail
well marked and well cleared. This season it will only have to be mowed and perhaps a little
work on Frye Brook Shelter. Squirrel Rock Shelter is O.K.
April 20, 1950. Bronson W. Griscom to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I want you to know how very much I enjoyed our pleasant meeting the other evening and to
thank you for the delicious dinner.
We have a lot in common and we have had and shall have a good deal of correspondence. It is
certainly nice to finally know you personally.
I hope very much that you will find it possible to visit us this summer in Maine with a view to
doing some climbing together.
April 21, 1950. Jean Stephenson to K. A. Henderson, 29 Agawam Road, Waban 68, Mass.
Dear Mr. Henderson:
I was just starting to write this when your special delivery letter arrived. I am so glad you sent it
that way, for otherwise it would have been too late. I am leaving this evening, in a very few
hours.
Just now I am busy writing and changing all my arrangements. Something came up at the last
minute which makes it necessary for me to be back in Washington next Friday and Saturday,
April 28 and 29. So, I would not be able to be at the meeting even if you had been able to have it
then. That is what I was starting to write you. Now it isn’t so important but I thought I had better
let you know so you would not be counting on me. Of course, it is possible that I may come up
anyway if you have it the next week, but I think not as it would be a special trip and also I will
not know until a couple of days after my return whether I can get away again, so soon. So unless
you hear to the contrary, you can assume I will not be with you this time.
I will take the proofs you sent along with me and mail them back to you en route.
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PROGRAM
1950 MEETING OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
April 23rd. 1950
11;00 a.m……………………… Meeting of Officers of Maine Appalachian Trail Club Women’s Union, Bates College, Frye Street
*****
2:00 p.m………………………Public Meeting of Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Women’s
Union, Bates College, Frye Street.
2:00 to 3:00 p.m………………Report of Officers
President
Secretary
Treasurer
Overseer of Trails
Publicity Director
Report of Directors

Myron H. Avery
Stanley B. Attwood
Marion Park
John W. Clark
Jean Stephenson
Roy P. Fairfield
Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr.
Helon N. Taylor
Lawson W. Reeves
Ben L. Hadley
3:00 p.m………………….Discussion of Trail Maintenance problems in Maine and
assignment of sections for trail maintenance.
3:30 to 4:30 p.m………....Showing of P.A.T.C. Reel on Appalachian Trail Technique
4:30 to 5:00 p.m…………Discussion of Trail marking practices and exhibits of
trail clearing equipment
(Dinner may be obtained at Bates College Dining Halls. Announcement will be made.)
EVENING

*****

7:30 p.m

Chase Hall, Bardwell Street

7:30 to 8:45 p.m.

Showing of motion picture reels of Maine scenery

8:45 to 9:30 p.m.

Exhibits of lantern slides of A.T. route in Maine
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The afternoon and evening sessions are public meetings. All those interested in the Appalachian
Trail are cordially invited to attend.
Please register, indicating your address and organization affiliation.
A folder, descriptive of the activities of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club can be obtained at the
registration desk.
There will be an exhibition of photographs on the Trail in Maine, including those of the Maine
Alpine Club.
Notes on the Meeting of Officers of the
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
Lewiston, Maine, April 23, 1950.
Present: Myron H. Avery, President; Stanley B. Attwood, Secretary; Marion Park,
Treasurer: John W. Clark, Overseer of Trails: Roy P. Fairfield, Lawson W. Reeves, W. H.
Sawyer, Jr., Helon Taylor, Directors; Jean Stephenson, Publicity Director; and Louis Chorzempa.
The President reported that arrangements had been completed for the rebuilding of the Cable
Bridge over the Penobscot West Branch at Nesowadnehunk Falls. He explained in considerable
detail the negotiations in connection with the matter, and that it was finally resolved during his
visit to Augusta the previous Friday. The Governor and the Council had approved the project.
Forest Commissioner A. D, Nutting and he had discussed it at length with Commissioner of
Highways Barrows, Chief Bridge Engineer Max Wilder, and Bridge Maintenance Engineer Roy
A. Wentzel. Commissioner Nutting had also taken it up with the Great Northern Paper Company.
The final agreement was that the State Highway Department would do the work; the Great
Northern Paper Company would furnish $500 and the tractors for hauling; and the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club would contribute $600 to cover the remainder of the expense.
Various officers expressed themselves as gratified that such arrangements had been worked out.
The Treasurer’s report was then read, which showed that there were funds on hand in the current
fund and the Walter D. Greene Fund sufficient to cover this amount. The President stated that he
hoped it would be possible to secure a contribution of $100 from the Appalachian Trail
Conference, leaving the contribution of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club as $500.
Mr. Fairfield moved that $600 be taken from the present balance in the Walter D. Greene Fund
and forwarded to the Maine Forest Service for the rebuilding of the Cable Bridge. This was
seconded and carried.
Mr. Fairfield then suggested that if possible a plate be placed on the bridge recording the fact that
it was originally built by the CCC in 1937, and rebuilt in 1950 through the cooperation of the
Maine State Forestry and Highway Departments, the Great Northern Paper Company and the
Walter D. Greene Fund of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
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This was approved in principle but it was felt that a plate would be too expensive, and the
President suggested that for the present a board sign be utilized for the purpose. It was agreed
that Messrs. Clark and Reeves should collaborate in preparing such a sign, and that they would
send it to Mr. Sidney Tappan c/o York’s Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond, prior to July 1, so that
he might place it on the bridge.
The Publicity Director was instructed to see that notices of the restoration of the bridge were
furnished to the editors of the A.M.C. Bulletin, P.A.T.C. Bulletin, etc., and a note of it included
in the report of the meeting furnished the newspapers, and that a news release on it be issued late
in June.
The suggestion was made that Mr. Wentzel be furnished with a camera and asked for a picture of
the bridge as completed, to use with the release.
Reports on Trail conditions were then taken up.
President Avery reported that the areas needing work are: Barren-Chairback Range from Long
Pond to Dore's side trail; East Branch of Pleasant River and possibly the north side of White
Cap; Moxie Bald; Bigelow; Mountain Brook; Gulf Hagas (it having been cleared 3 years ago);
Joe Mary Mountain; the Bigelow Range Trail; and C Pond Bluff Trail.
Overseer of Trails John W. Clark reported that he had analyzed the various sections, according to
the man hours required to keep in first class condition (“A”), the man hours required to keep it
passable (“B”), and the time which appeared to be available. He presented the following oral
summary:
Section
7 ½ miles
129 miles
33 miles
Bigelow
Orbeton Stream
7 ¾ miles
B Hill Road
Grafton Notch
Old Speck

Man-hours
“A” maintenance
29
510
132
68
100
31
225
30
4
1129

Man-hours
“B” maintenance
14
254
66
34
50
15
150
15
4
602

Man-hours
Available

29
50
66
50
100
31
160
30
4
520

A

Enough for

B
more than B
A
A
more than B
A
(see below) A

This disclosed that the places where maintenance was less than desirable were between the
Penobscot West Branch and the Kennebec, beyond Saddleback, and on Bigelow, but even in
those places, with careful planning, B maintenance could be maintained.
It was agreed that more maintaining groups were necessary, especially East of the Kennebec.
Possibilities there were the HI-Y Group in Bangor, and translation into reality of the proposal of
member Henry Childs of the Narraganset Chapter of the A.M.C. that that Club provide funds to
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employ some clearing done. In the western section, the Explorer Scouts of Mechanic Falls were
being interested in maintenance work.
Mr. Clark suggested that for inspection purposes, etc., the Trail might be divided into three
sections: Old Speck to the Ledge House; Ledge House to the Hermitage; and the Hermitage to
Katahdin. He thought an assistant overseer might be assigned to each section. After some
discussion of possibilities it was decided that Mr. Clark would have under his personal direction
the area from the Ledge House to the Hermitage, that Mr. Avery would inspect that from the
Hermitage to Katahdin, and Mr. Chorzempa would look after the area from Old Speck to the
Ledge House, with Mr. Clark, as Overseer of Trails, coordinating all.
President Avery announced the appointment of Mr. Louis Chorzempa as Assistant Overseer of
Trails.
It was decided that there should be Club work trip of "Shock Troops” (i.e., those accustomed to
woods work in June and July) during the month of July on the Barren-Chairback Range; and
another work trip the week end of August 19 to clear Moxie Bald. This last group could either
camp at the campsite at Bear Brook or those who preferred could stay at Troutdale Camps.
Director Sawyer spoke of the use of chemical weed killer, and proposed that it be tried on a
small section.
Mr. Clark reported on the proposed move to build a ski trail on Mt. Sugarloaf. The Ski Council
has no funds available. Next winter they are to cut a race trail on the north slope, but it will not
interfere with The Appalachian Trail in any way. He stated that while there are no funds and no
definite plans, it is possible that before they are through the means may be found to have quite a
development there. However, he did not believe that there would be any interference with The
Appalachian Trail; that he was watching the matter closely and was working with the Ski
Council members in laying out the proposed ski race trail.
It was decided, due to the lateness of the hour, to have reports from the other officers at the
Annual Business meeting that afternoon.
The meeting then adjourned.
April 23, 1950. Press Release from Jean Stephenson.
TRAIL CLUB PLANS “CLEAN UP” MEETING
An unusual activity in connection with the “Maine Beautiful Month” and "Clean” Week of the
Boost Maine Campaign is the meeting of the Maine Appalachian trail Club to be held in
Lewiston on April 23.
This organization coordinates the activities of those who maintain The Appalachian Trail in
Maine. This Trail, a rough woods and mountain trail for hikers, extends from Mt. Katahdin south
for 2,021 miles to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia. That part in Maine is 266 miles long. It is kept
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open by volunteer workers, Trees fall across it, new growth obscures the way, beavers flood it
out. Constant work is necessary to keep it clear enough for use and properly marked.
Announcement of the meeting issued by the President, Myron H. Avery of Lubec, states that at
this annual meeting plans will be made to clean up the Trail so it will be ready for hikers in the
early summer. The Overseer of Trails, John W. Clark of South Windham, will schedule work
trips to each section of the Trail as soon as the snow is out of the woods.
The Bates College Outing Club, which maintains a 40-mile section in western Maine, is host for
the meeting. Roy P. Fairfield of Saco, who is Director of the B.0.C,, as well as a Director of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, is Chairman of Local Arrangements. He is assisted by the
Secretary, Stanley B. Attwood, Prof. Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr., also a Director, and members of the
Maine Alpine Club. This organization also maintains a section of Trail in western Maine. Other
Directors who will attend are Ben L. Hadley,
[NEXT PAGE OR PAGES MISSING]
April 23, 1950. REPORT OF LAWSON REEVES, DIRECTOR, MAINE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL CLUB FROM DATE OF INFORMAL MEETING AT AUBURN TO APRIL 23,
DATE OF ANNUAL MEETING
Sugarloaf Shelter: M.A.T.C. member Louis Chorzempa and I went up there the latter part of Nov.
and put on the board roof. We did not have time to put on the roofing paper, also it was too cold.
We expect to get this on early in the spring. This shelter should last for a few more years. The
walls are somewhat weakened by the tree falling across it. Also the boards were all red heart that
we put on. Eventually this shelter will have to be replaced.
Letters: I have written 91 letters. I believe I have written more, that I did not get a record of.
Some of those were in the form of copies.
Telephone Calls: I have made two out-of-town calls; one to Helon Taylor for $1.55 and another
to Jack Clark for 75 cents.
Board Signs: I made 32 trail signs, also two sets of Latrine, tin cans, and spring.
Members: I have secured one dues paying member, Mr. James Faulkner of Ridlonville.
Organizing Clubs: I have organized one club: The Wilton Outing Club, who has sponsored my
old section over Sugarloaf Mountain.
Overseer of Trails: I have proposed that the Trail in Maine be divided into three sections, with an
Overseer and two assistants. This would give a much better coverage, would standardize reports,
and build up a much better organization. I have secured a man who would be willing to serve as
an assistant to John Clark in the western section, providing this was agreeable with everyone.
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Newspaper Publicity: I secured, either as articles or mentions with news reports from other clubs
or organizations, twelve newspaper articles. One was a special write-up with picture in the local
weekly paper. This news was in conjunction with the showing of the kodachrome slides. I
cooperated with Miss Stephenson to get a feature article in the Rangeley Record for the Boston
and New York Sportsmens Shows also the Rumford Falls Times for the Rumford Show. Miss
Stephenson also had an article in our local week-before last.
Kodachrome Lectures: I showed my personal set of Trail slides to four groups for a total of 13
people. The Conference set of slides I showed to seven groups for a total of 29 people. This
included one showing at the regular Sunday evening show at the theater in Rangeley. The Wilton
Outing Club sponsored the showing of the conference slides at a booth at the Sportsmen’s Show
at Rumford. We estimate that in the three days we showed the slides 59 times to 708 people. We
heard many favorable comments on our booth. We travelled a total of 450 miles to show these
conference slides. In conjunction with the showing of the slides we passed out the following
literature free: Silver Aisle 24, Mimeograph four-page leaflet 604, bulletin #17 614, announcing
guide book (1942) 137, or a total of 1379 pieces of literature and a total number of people to see
the slides of 1056.
April 24, 1950. Roy P. Fairfield to George Learned, Andover, Maine. [Fairfield had the
annoying habit of using scrap paper from his college lectures for carbons of correspondence. The
scrap paper text bled through to the carbon copies, making them hard to scan so that I had to retype most of his letters.]
Dear Mr. Learned:
Mr. Myron Avery has turned your letter of April 20th over to me, since I am now the faculty
adviser of the Bates Club. He thought that I could best handle the problems which you bring up
in your letter.
We are very grateful for the information which you sent. Since Will Sawyer and I along with 15
other people from the Club went through the entire 13.03 mile section a year ago last October,
we had hoped it was in better condition than your report would indicate. Be that as it may, we are
planning another work trip for the week-end of May 13-14, weather permitting, and hope we can
clear up the Trail. I am also hoping we can blue-paint the side trail up C Pond Bluff if all goes
well.
You could help us with one or two bits of information. First of all, do you think we can get in
there that early in the season? Secondly, is it possible to run a car over that truck road about
which you spoke? If so, where does one get on it? Could you send me a rough sketch showing
the layout? As you know, if C Pond were more accessible, we should not have so much difficulty
keeping up our maintenance. Thirdly, assuming we can take a trip of an overnight nature in there
this season, would there be any chance of using Camp Keewadin as headquarters? We could stop
by and pick up the key on the way. Perhaps I should have told you that Professor Sawyer retired
from his Outing Club job some two years ago (not from the faculty, however) and I took over the
job. I am a Bates man and am very much interested in the Trail. Any information you can give us
will be appreciated.
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April 25, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield:
Dear Roy:
First I want to thank you for myself and for the Wilton Outing Club, for the splendid hospitality
the Bates Outing Club showed everyone at the M.A.T.C. meeting last Sunday. Everyone from
our group enjoyed themselves very much and commented on the work that you put into it.
I have written to Mrs. Jacobs regarding the slides. I feel that they were not reserved or someone
would have asked for them. I showed them to 13 Girl Scout Leaders last night. I also got a
request to show them to another local group Wednesday May 10th. Therefore, I will hold them
until that date, unless I hear different from you. They will be delivered to your home between 12
and 1 P.M. Thur. May 11th by the gentleman who reserved them. He lives here in Wilton but
works in one of the shoe factories in Auburn.
I too, feel that it would be best if they were kept in Maine rather than in Washington. But
inasmuch as they belong to the Conference rather than to the M.A.T.C. it might be difficult to
make the change. It is something to keep in mind tho. I am building up a collection of my own,
and sometimes it is easier to show my own rather than take the trouble of reserving them from
Washington. It might be a good project for us to build up a collection for us to keep here for our
own use. Mr. Avery has suggested that the Conference make up a set of about 25 to be used for
such showings as Sportsmen's Shows so as to preserve the regular collection.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Edroy Curtis, Mechanics Falls so that he will know it is
safe for him to plan on your showing them for him.
cc.

Edroy Curtis,
R. D. #1,
Mechanics Falls.

April 25, 1950. Mary D, Mathes, Secretary, WESTBROOK JUNIOR COLLEGE, Portland
5, Maine, to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I wish to take this opportunity to thank you for the invitation to the Appalachian Trail Club
Conference and the hospitality extended to the representatives of the Westbrook Junior College
Outing Club last Sunday.
Miss Jean DeLand, faculty adviser for the group, will write to you advising whether or not the
group will attend the conference being held Friday evening, April 28.
April 25, I950. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House Strasburg,
Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
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Thank you for your letter of April 24th, advising me that you will start setting type on the
Katahdin Reprint that week. The situation has become very urgent and our need for the volume
is very acute. We know that you appreciate this and will do all possible to help us meet our
commitments.
We will handle the matter in any fashion which will speed up the process. Our proofreaders will
keep up with you and we will read galley and get it back to you at once. It rests with you to
proceed in any manner which will expedite the final result and tell us how to function.
To save time, please have this direction carefully observed. Send all proof and manuscript to me
at the following address:
Myron H. Avery, Esq.
Admiralty Counsel
Office of the Judge Advocate General
Department of the Navy
The Pentagon, Room 4-D-822
Washington 25, D. C.
Do not have the manuscript sent to the Trail Conference address - 1916 Sunderland Place or to
my home address as the slow delivery will use up several days, if this requirement can be
carefully observed much time will be saved.
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. Earl Perham, Chairback Mountain Camps
Brownville Junction, Maine.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Perham:
We had last week end, at Lewiston, a very well attended meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club and laid plans for this year’s trail work. The Cable Bridge across the Penobscot West
Branch is to be repaired by the State Highway Department by July 1 and we shall publicize the
elimination of this difficulty.
We are concerned over the condition of the Trail between Long Pond and the Raytown line and
feel that it should have first priority. Our Overseer of Trails, Mr. John Clark of South Windham,
Maine, is heading a small expedition to try to put this section into good shape. The plan is that
this work will commence around the 8th or 9th of July and last a few days. Some of the party
may camp and I would suppose that they could use the field at the old Seaboard Depot Camp
which will make a good campsite. As you know, from the Raytown line to Moxie Pond was
recleared and repainted last year. This section of trail will be recleared again this year.
I hope to be with the party in July and stay at the Camps. However, Mr. Clark will be getting in
touch with you. He will also want to check to see if all the tools on our list are available.
I thought I would write you this note at this time to let you know what we have in mind and to
introduce Mr. Clark, who will communicate with you in connection with his plans for the trip.
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cc: Mr. John W. Clark
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Forest Commissioner A.D. Nutting, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
I am writing to confirm to you, officially, on behalf of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, that
the contribution of $600.00 to the restoration of the Cable Bridge was formally approved by the
Club at its meeting last week and on the understanding that the work would be completed by July
1, 1950. We are proceeding to publicize the situation.
1 said that I would take steps to have the Forest Service placed in funds by the end of this week.
We find that it would be necessary to "cash" a savings bond of the W. D. Greene Memorial Fund
and that this transaction will not be completed until the end of the first week of May due to the
time required to obtain the bond. I do not want to have any difficulty or delay in the matter and,
apart from my personal guarantee that the money will be forthcoming, I could, on the receipt of
your advises, send to the Forest Department my personal check in the matter. If, however, the
assurance is sufficient and the absolute guarantee of the availability of the funds with their
receipt by the end of the first week in May will care for the matter, I would prefer to handle it
that way since I try to avoid having any payments come to me from the Conference since it
imposes the burden of explanation.
The meeting was most appreciative of your action and the solution of this problem. You will see
evidence of this in due course.
My visit to Augusta was most enjoyable and I am much indebted to you for taking so much of
your time to cover matters of mutual interest.
cc:

Miss Marion Park, Treasurer, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, 1228 Eye Street, N, W.
Washington 16, D. C.
Miss Jean Stephenson
Mr. Robert G. Hutton

April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Austin Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Wilkins:
I am sorry to have missed you on my call at Augusta.
I presume that Mr. Nutting has passed on to you the substance of our discussion and our keen
desire to complete the chain of authorized campsites across Maine. I indicated on our Lean-to
Publication the additional localities required, as listed in my earlier letter. It would be of great
assistance if, now that the Cable Bridge problem is solved, we could conclude this last
outstanding item of business.
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I have looked over the 1949 highway map and find that the location of those structures is very
much in error. 1 would be glad to prepare and transmit to you a corrected map. I assume that you
could ascertain easily whether it is too late to have these corrections made for 1950. Incidentally,
I noticed with interest on the highway map the statement that the Appalachian Trail lean-tos are
not to be used in the periods of a fire ban. This is in line with the statements which we inserted in
the Trail Guide after our last meeting and I am glad to see the matter further publicized.
cc :

Mr. Robert G. Hutton
Miss Jean Stephenson
Miss Marion Park

April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood.
Dear Stan:
I meant to obtain the benefit of your experience as to whether it would be advisable at this time
(or after the project is completed) to write the Governor of Maine expressing our appreciation of
the action of the Forest Commissioner and the Highway Department in seeing through the Cable
Bridge restoration. Mr. Avery [sic] tells me that such a communication would more
appropriately come from the secretary.
I shall discuss with Miss Park and Miss Stephenson the matter of preparing some minutes of the
meeting. I think it would be fine if we had something to send out to all the members but we will
at least have to have a brief record of the official action taken since we are a "constitutional and
legally functioning" organization.
I was greatly pleased with the appearance of the Publicity Bureau representatives and regard
their interest as quite significant, particularly in view of the Maine Development Commission's
response.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to G. Herbert Whitney, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Mr. Whitney:
Apparently you left the meeting right after the showing of the Publicity Bureau's slides. This
prevented my explaining what you probably assumed, that is that the time occupied by this
showing made it seem inadvisable to prolong the meeting to cover your slides.
I appreciated your bringing them to the meeting and we will hope to have the chance to see them
on another occasion.
I was glad, indeed, to see the souvenir booklet on the 1939 meeting and I again give you fair
warning that you want to guard it carefully when I am around!
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We think that our session was very productive, indeed, and we will look forward to seeing you
another year.
Your photographs and cooperation have played a large part in making possible the completion of
Miss Stephenson's exhibit books.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor.
Dear Helon:
Since we left the matter rather up in the air, I thought I had better write and say that unless
something very important prevents, I plan to do the measuring on Mt. Bigelow after June the
18th. I think that I will get to Caratunk (I am checking the schedule) on Sunday, June 18th, stay
at Pierce Pond the 19th, East Carry on the 20th, West Carry on the 21st and at the Watchman’s
Cabin on the 22nd.
There is just a chance that I might advance the entire program to commence on the 9th, since
Bob gets out of school then. This, however, might leave you short-handed on time and,
particularly, Bigelow might not be free from snow. You could let me know if you think that
advancing the date would be out of the question.
We were certainly mighty pleased that you could attend the meeting and felt that it was a very
worthwhile session.
cc: Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Storey, North New Portland, Maine
{Stephenson}
April 25. 1950. Myron Avery to Merle Linwood Jordan, Blazing Arrow HI-Y Secretary, 85
Jefferson Street, Old Town, Maine.
Dear Mr. Jordan:
I suppose that the combination of the rainy weather and the interesting program at Augusta
precluded your getting to Lewiston.
Our meeting there was very successful and we would have liked to have had the opportunity to
have discussed trail matters with you and your associates.
The trail work in Central Maine is being cared for by the Overseer of Trails, Mr. John W, Clark,
South Windham, Maine. Formal plans were made for two work trips. One will be based at Moxie
Pond on August 18th and 20th. The other contemplates work in the Barren-Chairback Range
around the 8th and 9th of July. Mr. Clark, to whom I am sending a copy of this letter, would like
very much to have representatives from your group attend one of these work trips so that you
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could become fully indoctrinated in the matter of Appalachian Trail trips. While the BarrenChairback Range trip, reached by way of Katahdin Iron Works, is nearer in time and locality, Mr.
Clark has some hesitation in urging this date unless your associates are fully experienced in the
woods in fly season. If the flies were bad and your friends were making their initial trip, the
impression might not be of the best. If, however, they are fully hardened campaigners, then flies
or no flies would make little difference. We would, however, like to have the initial trip under
circumstances which would arouse the maximum interest and, for this reason, we wanted to
avoid having people make their first trip to the area when conditions are not at their best.
Mr. Clark will have charge of the arrangements for the two trips and I am writing at this time to
put you in touch with him. I suggest that you write to him, indicating the nature and experience
of your group and then you can decide whether to plan to join him on the Barren-Chairback
Range trip or on the Moxie trip.
We think that ultimately maintenance of a section on the Barren-Chairback Range would have
the maximum appeal for your group. This could still be done if it is concluded to attend the
August trip. Perhaps some of your people could join Mr. Clark in July and the rest come to
Moxie pond, which should be a very pleasant time.
I am leaving to you and to Mr. Clark to work out these detailed arrangements. We trust that the
contemplated association of your group with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club will materialize.
cc: John W. Clark, South Windham, Maine
{Stephenson}
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to John W. Clark, South Windham, Maine.
Dear Jack:
PLEASE LET ME HAVE IMMEDIATE REPLY ON THE INVENTORY SITUATION S0
THAT FRANK SCHAIRER AND I CAN TAKE STEPS TO SEND FORWARD ANY
NECESSARY ADDITIONAL MATERIAL.
We feel that you should have on hand a sufficient supply of material to outfit any new group and
to deal with emergency requirements.
The inventory of October, 1949 shows that you have the following:
2 - 1949 style pruning shears sent from Lubec
1 - box M.A.T.C. new-style shears (6) - (sent Sept. 1949)
1 - box #1 A.T.C. new-style Disston shears (6)
14 sets of handles, etc.
24 qts. white paint (sent Sept. 1949) - two cartons. (See letter 7/17 from Clark re extra carton of
white???)
4 qts. blue paint (sent Sept. 1949)
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XXX
According to the same record, Anderson, (Monson) should have the following:
5 clippers (3 new-type Disston)
5 weeders (2 serrated edge; 3 waved edge)
7 paint brushes
2 paint scrapers (one broken)
1 pr. goggles
6 qts. white paint
1 qt. blue paint
(Sept. 1949--four sets new handles, Disston shears)
There should be the following at Chairback Mountain Camps:
3 used weeders
3 qts. blue paint (in 1-qt. cans)
5 qts. brown paint “ “
13 qts. white paint “ “
100 markers
200 nails
1 qt. turpentine
4 used scrapers
3 new brushes
1 new flat file
1 bottle P.A.T.C. fly dope
2 small "Dubbin” cans (empty) for paint
2 signs (extra #123 (8th ed.) and #134 (8th ed.) but made from 6th ed. and omits ref. to
Monument Cliff).
2 Hudson Bay axes (new)
1 Seymour Smith pruning shears
6 Disston, pruning shears (in package addressed to Myron H. Avery). These are new style shears.
6 sets of handles (sent in Sept. 1949).
There should be the following at Troutdale Camps:
8 qts. white paint in cans
4 qts. white paint in cardboard containers
3 qts. #1 black asphaltum
2 pr. pruning shears
2 weeders (1 new in l945), 1 extra blade.
(Sept. 1949 -- 1 carton, 12 qts. white paint sent in.)
This list, if you hang on to it, will be of value in knowing what you will need to take in.
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XXX
I am counting on the availability of the trail relocation signs for the Bigelow trip.
Let me know when the stencils go to Reeves and tell him we need four signs.
There is one letter which I sent you which I would ask that you return to me at this time.
{Copies Reeves, Chorzempa, Fairfield, Stephenson}
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Warren Ricker, Troutdale Camps, The Forks P.O., Maine.
Dear Mr. Ricker:
We had last week end, at Lewiston, a very well attended meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club and laid plans for this year’s trail work.
The Cable Bridge across the Penobscot West Branch is to be repaired by the State Highway
Commission by July 1st and we shall publicize the elimination of this difficulty.
We fixed, on our work program, the week end of August 18th for the trip to care for the Moxie
Bald work. Probably some of the party will stay at the Camps, some may camp at the approved
campsite, where the trail from Moxie Bald turns north along the shore of the pond.
We also made special arrangements for a trip to mow the east slope of Moxie Pond.
Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller plan to spend quite some time at your Camps in late August to
repaint this section after the clearing.
We are very anxious to have this work done so that we will not lose the benefit of the clearing of
last year. As the time approaches, Mr. Clark will be in touch with you to make arrangements. I
thought that I would let you know what we have in mind.
When you go up the trail, we will be glad to know what conditions are and the extent of winter
damage.
I assume that the Fish and Game Department did not open the township to trapping as we
requested but, perhaps, some of those beaver got into the wrong town.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Sadye Giller
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Eleanor Jacobs.
Dear Mrs. Jacobs:
I had a chance to check through the M.A.T.C. lecture collection. I fear that to some extent my
apprehensions are confirmed for the intensive use has resulted in some damage to the bindings
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and bending of slides. I could not tell whether the slides had faded. We would need to run them
through. I gave Miss Stephenson corrections for three items on the lecture.
My offer to go over the A.T.C. slide collection stands good for any evening after this Southern
Guide is finished.
I think that we should also study the M.A.T.C. collection at the same time with the thought of
getting a couple of dozen of expendable slides for use such as Reeves put them to.
I am leaving with the "slide ladies" the matter of issuing their "instructions".
{cc: Miss Stephenson}
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. Harold J. Dyer Sherman Mills, Maine
Dear Hal:
I have found on my return your good letter of April 20th and the two envelopes of Hallowell
photos.
I presume that you were able to show them to both Dr. Rogers and to the MacDonalds.
I agree fully with paragraph 2 of your letter and I am adding a note to the item to say that the
photographs indicate that Hallowell must have been on the Knife-Edge and on the mountain on
another occasion than when he accompanied Rogers. I am also commenting upon the difference
in the locality between the two paintings of the Knife-Edge, that is the respective localities.
This Allen situation is a little curious. I do not know who he could be. Boyington’s letter left the
impression that he had purchased the Camps but from your letter I gather that he is merely the
operator.
Perhaps my memory is a little off but I am confused by the references to "East" and “South
Peak" which you added to the legends. By my measurements South Peak is 0.3 m. from Baxter
Peak. I have no measurement for East Peak. You can contribute to my education. I note that the
U.S.G.S. map only has the South Peak indicated.
We learned one lesson from the photos, which were somewhat damaged due to our failure to
have used a cardboard larger than the photos. Fortunately this set is not the one intended for the
Hallowell notebook with the transparent holders so that the damage in mailing is not too serious.
Haynes drove to Washington. You were right in thinking that he was trying to drum up business
and sell some newspaper articles on his plane. He told us, at length, of his troubles with the
Wardens. We are looking forward to learn the result when the matter comes up on appeal.
I will check the map to make sure that we have marked the trail to Bill Fish Pond as your letter
indicates.
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I am deluged with Southern Guide proof at thus present time.
{Miss Stephenson}
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. Milton Anderson Monson, Maine.
Dear Anderson:
I wrote to you some time back, after you made inquiry as to whether there would be any
opportunity for trail work this summer. At that time I said that there probably would be and that I
would write you after the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
This meeting was held at Lewiston on April 23rd and a program was worked out.
The Trail work between Mt. Bigelow and The Hermitage will be under the supervision of John
W. Clark of South Windham, Maine. He is the Club’s Overseer of Trails. He will be the man
who will give you your directions, inspect the work and you would send the bills to him for
checking and payment.
Mr. Clark has in mind that you would clear about the same area as you covered last year. That is
from Cloud Pond to Moxie Bald Dam and up to the Watchman's Cabin.
I gathered from your letter that you intended to work alone. That is not a good procedure,
generally, but since you are close to home and will be going back a good many nights, there
would seem a sufficient margin of safety. There is a possibility that Mr. Clark will have you do
some work on the east end of the Barren-Chairback Range with him on the week end of July 8th.
He would give you instructions and, of course, ask that you were provided with shelter and food.
There are a couple of matters which I wish you would attend to. You have written that you have
all the tools and paint.
(1) I am mailing to you two board signs. No. 154 goes up where the Trail turns in from the Sea
Board Tote-road toward Long Pond Stream. The other sign is No. 155 and it is the one to go up
right at Bodfish Farm. We have had them on the telephone poles beside the house. They do not
seem to stay up very long so you should inquire around there to find out what has caused the
trouble and how we can put them up so that they will stay in place. The sign on the telephone
pole should be up rather high, about eight feet off the ground. You, of course, have in mind that
you use only galvanized nails.
When you get this letter, you can reply to me and I will send it on to Mr. Clark.
We particularly want to know what your ideas are about working alone. I assume that you still
have transportation, which is necessary to cover this area.
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In addition, we may have some other work for you between the Penobscot West Branch and
Yoke Pond. We will know about that later.
Mr. Clark’s idea would be to have you start to work just as soon as you returned from the
graduation trip, which I think you wrote me was the middle of June. When you reply you can tell
me just what date you can start in.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Overseer of Trails, Maine Appalachian Trail Club South Windham,
Maine
April 25, 1950. From Myron Avery--Note for Seymour E. Smith and Sidney N. Tappan:
The meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at Lewiston was a very successful affair and
progress was made in the way of spreading the maintenance problems.
Your messages of greeting were presented to the Club and appreciated.
I wanted you to have immediate word that the Cable Bridge problem has finally reached a
definite solution. The Highway Department will do the work and promises to complete it by July
1. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has to stand the burden to the extent of a contribution of
$600.00. The remainder of the cost is a contribution from the Great Northern Paper Company,
which will furnish the hauling facilities as well. The cost is lessened through the Highway
Department’s ability to use lumber from its own stock. We felt it was an emergency and that the
situation warranted an all-out effort to get the Trail back into use.
We have scheduled two work trips under Jack Clark's direction. One will be a short trip on the
week end of July 8th to do some essential clearing on the Barren-Chairback Range. The other is
on August 20th to mow Moxie Bald. I committed myself to clearing between Joe Mary and
where you {Sidney} leave off south of the West Branch. I am hoping that Seymour will be
available to enable me to meet my commitment. This is separate from the other work trips.
Antler's Camps will be run this year by Boyington. This is just an advance word in a matter in
which I know you will be tremendously interested.
Max Wilder, Chief bridge Engineer, Maine Highway Department
Roy N. Wentzel, Bridge Maintenance Engineer
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Robert G. Hutton, Forest Supervisor, Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I was sorry to have missed you but pleased to hear from Mr. Nutting that you are again
navigating at top speed.
I shall hope to be in your section some time in the summer, with leisure to talk of matters of
mutual interest.
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April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Franklin A. Derr, 2138 California Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.
Dear Franklin:
I want to thank you for your cooperation in loaning to us your reel of the 1947 work trip. Miss
Stephenson is to return it to you. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club audience was most
enthusiastic. I feel that the reel, with some changes, titles, etc., would make an excellent pictorial
presentation of Trail travel in Maine. We have a very good collection of slides but nothing of this
character.
We have had a heavy drain on the Maine Appalachian Trail Club treasury for trail work but,
assuming that we can find the funds, would you be disposed to permit having made a copy of the
reel with, of course, full credit to you as the photographer? It would be, I think, most excellent
publicity material.
If the suggestion strikes you favorably, could you obtain quotations for the cost?
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Miss Elizabeth Ring, 193 Clark Street, Portland, Maine.
Dear Miss Ring:
I was in Portland last week end but, unfortunately, failed to reach you by telephone.
This will serve to identify the inquiry, which I presume was relayed to you.
We are still looking forward to the appearance of your item on Mrs. Eckstorm.
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
Thank you for your most courteous note in connection with our New York meeting. It was a very
pleasant occasion for me and I realize that we have many matters of mutual interest upon which
we only touched the surface.
Our meeting at Lewiston was most successful. We were able to work out arrangements so that
the restoration of the Cable Bridge across the Penobscot West Branch (our major problem) will
be accomplished by July 1. Plans were also set up for an intensive maintenance program.
Probably you are already fully posted as to the details. However, Miss Stephenson told me that
she had seen in Maine a newspaper item to the effect that a subsidiary of the Kennebec Pulp and
Paper Company had purchased Dallas and one other town and had planned to lumber intensively.
When we learn the name of the other town we will know whether the new purchase takes in any
more of the Trail route so as to present any further possible threat of interference.
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We shall be glad to learn of any details which may come to your attention in this connection.
Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Lawson W. Reeves
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to J. Frank Schairer.
At the Maine Appalachian Trail Club meeting, Helen Taylor asked for some paint.
I would suggest that, at your earliest opportunity, you send to him, by express, three (3) quarts of
white and three (3) quarts of blue; the latter to be on hand for use if the Mt. Abraham Trail is put
through.
cc: Mr. Helon N. Taylor, Mr. John W. Clark
April 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor.
Dear HeIon:
Since we left the matter rather up in the air, I thought I had better write and a say that unless
something very important prevents, I plan to do the measuring on Mt. Bigelow after June the
18th. I think that I will get to Caratunk (I am checking the schedule) on Sunday, June 18th, stay
at Pierce Pond the 19th, East Carry on the 20th, West Carry on the 21st and at the Watchman's
Cabin on the 22nd.
There is just a chance that I might advance the entire program to commence on the 9th, since
Bob gets out of school then. This, however, might leave you short-handed on time and,
particularly, Bigelow might not be free from snow. You could let me know if you think that
advancing the date would be out of the question.
We were certainly mighty pleased that you could attend the meeting and felt that it was a very
worthwhile session.
cc: Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Storey North New Portland, Maine
April 26, 1950. Kenneth A. Henderson, Editor and chairman, Committee on
APPALACHIA, Appalachian Mountain Club, Boston, Mass., to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson,
I have just received your note and the proof which you returned with it. Something awful has
happened to the note on Elephant Head. I don’t know what it is but it looks as though two lines
had been run together. I will check it as soon as I receive the manuscript and see that it is
corrected properly, either as it was written or as you have changed it.
I do not think that your friends on the trail clearing organizations should upbraid you for the
appearance of the original note, or even if we had discussed it as a matter of policy, others have a
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right to make suggestions, and no one organization or group of organizations have a mortgage on
the state of Maine. If anyone does not agree with a suggestion, it is his privilege to say so. I think
that your friends were very remiss if they did not protest to the Editor rather than accusing you.
If there are valid reasons for the status quo why not bring them out in public instead of accusing
the magazine or the board of sabotage? As a nation we are becoming too prone to accuse those
who disagree with us of sinister motives rather than submit our ideas to open debate. The
columns of Appalachia are always open to any reasonable idea and if others don’t like it and can
make a reasonable rebuttal, they are open for that too.
Now that everything is in press, I am deluged with notes which various and sundry think I should
include, apparently it does no good to put a deadline in print, we might just as well save the
space and expense.
April 28, 1950. Myron Avery MEMORANDUM FOR THE Overseer of Trails, John W.
Clark, Roy P. Fairfield, Bronson W. Griscom, Louis Chorzempa, Lawson W. Reeves,
Helon N. Taylor
You will recall the discussion at the October, 1949 Maine Appalachian Trail Club meeting of the
necessity for completing the program of the construction of rough latrines at each lean-to.
Since the matter was not mentioned again in April, I thought that I had better send a note so that
this would not be overlooked. According to my records, the deficiencies are:
Piazza Rock
Sabbath Pay Pond
Elephant Mountain
Bigelow Col
Squirrel Rock
Spaulding
Sugarloaf
Poplar Ridge
1 thought that by mentioning it now that each work party could be specifically equipped to care
for the project so that we could mark off this item. It would require digging a shallow trench,
installing a cross-bar between two trees and blue-blazing the side trail with an appropriate sign.
I am urging that in planning these work trips each person make absolutely positive that this
deficiency is supplied. Eventually, we will have to care for the same problem at the designated
campsites where there are no lean-tos.
To eliminate this problem, I am asking that everyone be at pains to see that the matter is not
overlooked.
{Is one Lat [latrine] O.K. or do we provide a Boys Room and a Girls Room at discreet distances
apart? I think one at Poplar Ridge is sufficient with Boys and Girls taking turns. Should we not
also provide a Garbage Pit? B.G. [Bronson Griscom]}

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1950 - Compiled by David Field – Page

145

April 28, 1950. Myron Avery to Guy P. Butler, Executive Manager, Maine Publicity
Bureau, 3 St. Johns Street, Portland, Maine.
Dear Mr. Butler:
I rather imagine that excessive modesty or, perhaps, even the feeling that it was merely in line of
duty has precluded Mr. Hebert and Mr. Hatch from advising you of the very enthusiastic
reception which their appearance and slides created at the meeting of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club at Lewiston. I am glad, therefore, to take this opportunity to care for any failure to
have duly reported our appreciation of their contribution to the session.
The weather was decidedly unpleasant, which makes us all the more appreciative of their pains
in coming from Portland. We enjoyed very much the grand tour. On another occasion, we shall
hope to see more.
Our meeting was quite successful. The major problem of the restoration of the Cable Bridge over
the Penobscot West Branch has been cared for through action by the Forestry Department and
the Highway Department, with the contribution of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and the
assistance of the Great Northern Paper Company. Plans were developed for essential trail work
during the summer and I anticipate that the Trail in Maine will be in excellent condition. It
certainly has received a great deal of publicity during the past year.
Unfortunately, I have been in Portland of late only at times when your office was closed. I will
look forward to availing myself of the opportunity to call on some occasion.
Again expressing our appreciation of the contribution of the Maine Publicity Bureau to our
meeting…
cc: John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson
April 28, 1950. Elizabeth Ring, 193 Clark Street, Portland, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks for your note. I was sorry that I missed you while you were in Portland—and shall hope
for better luck the next time you are here.
The Eckstorm article has been received back, corrected, and returned to the [?Quarterly?] for
publication—and so I am hopeful that those of you who have been waiting so patiently will soon
be rewarded—that is, I hope you will feel rewarded!
April 30, 1950. Myron Avery to W. Klett McKinley, U. S. Geological Survey, Arlington, Va.
Dear Bill:
I have your letter of April 28th. {In Katahdin file.}
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I am enclosing the corrections made for the Mt. Bigelow area by the Central Maine Power
Company.
The area in which you are interested is probably the least covered by any maps. I will check
through my collection on my return from Maine and will send forward what I have.
Enclosure: Copy of ltr. of June 22 1949 from Central Maine Power Company and accompanying
maps.
April, 1950. Irene McCurdy, President of Outing Club, 746 Stevens Avenue, Portland,
Maine, to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Fairfield,
Westbrook Junior College is sorry that they will be unable to attend the joint meeting with
Farmington and Colby due to transportation difficulties.
The girls had a very nice time last Sunday and thank you.
May 1, 1950. G. Herbert Whitney, 259 Sabattus Street, Lewiston, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I feel as if I owed you an apology for leaving so abruptly after the meeting at Lewiston, but I
understood, of course, that my slides would not be needed. I only brought them in case you
might not have many of your own to show and mine would be useful to "pad" out the program.
I certainly enjoyed all the views and movies and especially the one showing work on the Trail
and it made me wish I was stronger so that I could do more active work myself; but I guess about
all I can do now is “womens’ work” - painting signs and spots and perhaps making a picture,
now and then.
I am glad I could have a hand in the making of Miss Stephenson’s book and if at any time you
need any more of my pictures, remember I am always pleased to do what I can for you in this
line.
May 1, 1950. Guy P. Butler, Executive Manager, State of Maine Publicity Bureau, to
Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter of April 28th.
I am very pleased to know that Dick Hebert and Bill Hatch did a good job at the meeting of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, and I am especially pleased to learn that you are making such
progress with the rehabilitation of the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
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It's a very real pleasure to cooperate with you whenever an opportunity arises, and I hope you
will never hesitate to call on us.
May 2, 1950. Austin Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I, too, was sorry to have missed you on your last call at Augusta.
I believe Mr. Nutting has already told you that we are in the process of revising our lunch ground,
camp site folder. Attempts will be made to make this as accurate as possible, showing with
particular reference camp sites and lunch grounds maintained by the Maine Forest Service, the
State Highway, State Park Commission, Baxter Park Authority, (Katahdin), Acadia National
Park, White Mountain National Forest, and the Appalachian Trail. Before this information is
published, either in mimeograph form or printed, it is my thought to submit to you the chain of
camp sites of the Appalachian Trail in Maine for a check.
It was pleasing to learn that you and Mr. Nutting were successful in making the Cable Bridge
project possible.
You are quite right that the 1949 Highway map is in error regarding the location of your
Appalachian Trail structures. It is my thought to thoroughly check this with the State Highway
Planning Survey for corrections for their 1950 map.
Stanley B. Attwood, Marion Park, Jean Stephenson, Roy P. Fairfield, Lawson W. Reeves, Helon
N. Taylor, Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr., John W. Clark
May 2, 1950. Sidney Tappan, Beverly, Mass., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written, as were all of
Sidney’s letters.]
Dear Myron,
Thank you for your note dated 25th April 1950 relative to the annual meeting of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. Congratulations to you upon the success of your persistent efforts to get
repairs made on the Cable Bridge. In appreciation of the strategic importance of the bridge to the
trail, and of the strain which six hundred dollars must be upon the Club’s treasury, may I be
permitted to make a modest contribution toward the project? With the bridge available once
more I will work south of the West branch toward Rainbow Lake as you have suggested. I
presume that clearing the white blazed trail to the south end of the lake should be given priority
over painting the blue blazed trail to the north end of Rainbow. I am familiar with the latter, but
have never been beyond the fords on the white blazes. I also assume that the former job would
require an axe and a pair of shears and that the weeder would be too light. Do you know whether
the camps at Rainbow Lake will be open this year? Am I right that there is a public camp site on
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the beach at the south end of the lake? Or would it be practical to work out of York’s returning
each night after the day’s work?
{cc: Attwood, Clark, Stephenson, Park (with check)}
May 3, 1950. George Learned, Andover, Maine, to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Yours of Apr. 24 Rcd. and contents noted. Am sorry to say I can’t give you much information in
regard to May 13 and 14. It’s a rather late spring and I have not been to C Pond since Apr. 1 (on
snow shoes). The Andover Upton Highway has not been plowed from Fry Brook to Upton this
winter and as yet it’s not open to traffic.
The truck rd. from the Upton Rd. to Mt. Brook was OK last fall. It’s really not an auto rd. but a
lot of cars was over it last summer. It’s a short rd. and slippery at times a half ton truck or a jeep
is really the thing to go with. If you do make a overnite trip over the Trail you might be able to
stay at Keewadin for the night. As you know I do not own the camp now. Am only a caretaker
for Mr. Poor but he gives me the right to take anyone in for the night if I see fit to so do when I
am at camp myself and he or any of his friends are not there themselves. We could take that up
later. I plan to go in as soon as the ice is out of the Pond but I doubt very much if the ice is out or
snow gone by May 15.
I live on Sawyer Brook and the Brook now begins to rise around 3 O’clock so that shows the
water comes from a long distance up stream, probably up by Squirrel Rock shelter.
The lumber crew I spoke about that has a camp on the Lake Rd. and cut lumber toward Moody
Mt. are still there working. I don’t know how much of the A.T. they cut out if any.
So if when I find for sure the date you will be at work on that section of the trail I will plan to be
at camp and if possible keep your party for the night. As probably Mr. Poor will let me know at
what date he will come fishing (if he comes at all) and I can let you know his dates. Don’t know
if I will be on the Forest Service or not if so I will probably be at camp most of the summer. I
was there 103 days during the dry season last summer.
May 4, 1950. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I am glad, indeed, to find your letter of May 2nd on my return from Lubec.
I am taking the liberty of sending a copy to our Overseer of Trails, Secretary, Treasurer and
Publicity Director.
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We are most appreciative of your contribution, which I am sending to Miss Park, the Treasurer.
It will lessen the impact upon the Walter D. Greene Memorial Fund. We felt that the restoration
of this bridge was the type of crisis which the availability of the fund would help solve.
I agree that the clearing of the white-blazed trail should have priority over any blue-blazed work.
I had in mind repainting of the blazes along the old tote-road. There is such terrific growth of
beech and sprouts that I fear it beyond anyone’s capacity to try to open the road. We issue
warnings on side trails and if this is well enough marked I think it meets our obligation. You
might want to do a little clearing around the blazes but working on the tote-road would be a task
for Superman or Paul Bunyon.
The status of the Rainbow Lake Camps is very much a matter of question. I have been told that
foreclosure proceedings were being instituted. I think that someone will run them, however. I
will try to remember to pass on to you definite word when I hear it. Antlers Camps on Lower Joe
Mary Lake will be opened this year.
There is a lean-to at Rainbow Lake Dam which is very much messed up by fishermen. The
driver’s campsite (clearing) on the south bank of the West Branch is a public campsite. Had I put
the sign up before you met us last year?
If weather conditions are favorable I would think that you might decide to spend one night at the
campsite on the river in working toward the head of Rainbow Lake.
If there are any other points in the matter, I will look forward to your inquiry.
At the moment we are deluged with proofreading on the new edition of the Southern Guide. I
assume that you duly received the copy of Map No. 4. A revision of the Katahdin region map
will be out in June.
May 4, 1950. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
I read with interest and appropriate amusement your note on my circular memorandum.
We have not reached the refinement of separate structures. I am delighted to know that the
problem is solved at Poplar Ridge and shall cross it off the list.
It is, I think, a very excellent thing to have a garbage pit and a trench for tin cans, marked with
appropriate signs. Usually, the best procedure is to have these on the blue-blazed trail since it
means only marking one route.
The other town which was purchased is Coplin. Since it and Dallas lie off the trail route there
should not be any interference unless this is the beginning of an expansionist program.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark
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May 5, 1950. Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Avery,
I received the two board signs, and will put them up when the roads become passable. You said
that I should use only galvanized nails as yet I have not been able to locate any.
No I had not intended to work alone. I had a boy by the name of Edward Simpson in mind, he is
a good boy and willing to work.
I will be able to start work on the 24 of June, and I can work week-ends from now to when
school closes if necessary.
Yes I still have a means of transportation and if the other boy works, he also has a car.
{Copy Clark, Chorzempa, Park, Stephenson.}
{Note by M.H.A. Nails sent.}
May 5, 1950. Marion Park, Treasurer, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to A. D. Nutting
Forest Commissioner Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting;
I am enclosing the check of the Maine Appalachian. Trail Club, Inc., for $600.00, in accordance
with the agreement with Mr. Avery, for the rebuilding of the bridge across the Nesowadnehunk.
We surely are all pleased that this bridge is going to be rebuilt and appreciate very much your
interest in it.
cc: Myron H, Avery, Esq., Stanley B. Attwood, John W. Clark, Jean Stephenson
P.S. Due to unforeseen circumstances, the drawing of the check for the Maine Forestry Service
was delayed for several days.
May 6, 1950. Myron Avery to Austin Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Wilkins:
I was pleased to find your letter of May 2nd on my return from a trip to my home at Lubec.
I have read with greatest interest what you have written as to the plans in connection with the
revision of the Forest Service campsite folder and the location of campsites on the highway map.
We are keenly interested in seeing both publications as accurate as possible. If you would care to
forward to me a highway map, to advance matters, I would plot on the map all the approved
Appalachian Trail structures.
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Would you want a different symbol to differentiate between the locality where there is an
existing lean-to and one which is only an authorized campsite? The legal status of each is, of
course, identical.
I assume from your letter that the six additional sites, set forth in my letter and which I marked
on the Appalachian Trail Conference Lean-to publication, can be taken as approved and will be
included in the folder and the map.
We are most anxious to bring this matter to a conclusion and that would seem to lie in the
preparation of an accurate list of these sites in in the folder and on the map, as far as the
Appalachian Trail is concerned.
We await your instructions in this connection.
cc: Stanley B. Attwood, Marion Park, Jean Stephenson, Roy P. Fairfield, Lawson W. Reeves,
Helon N. Taylor, Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr., John W. Clark (with copy of incoming letter)
May 6, 1950. Phineas Sprague, Bowdoin Outing Club, Moulton Union, Brunswick, Maine,
to Roy P. Fairfield, Bates College. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Fairfield:- {Ans’d. by R. Fairfield}
My apologies for not having a representative at the M.A.T.C. The fault was mine as your letter
was in the Gym and I didn’t pick it up until the 27th. The Club now has a room in the Union and
a mail box and I trust this unfortunate error will not occur again.
As you know, the BOC is in its early youth, however this past year we have made trips to
Katahdin, N. 9-11 and Crag Camp 14-18 Apr. Locally we have done some rock climbing, etc.
and I think that a trip with Bates would be feasible this Spring and great fun. We are unable to go
to the Dartmouth Woodsman’s week-end. If you have 13-14 or trip of any nature over that week
end or just Sunday I think we might be able to join you.
I hope to see you at the Ski Council Meeting May 9th Augusta House. As I think you know the
Ski Council is interested in developing a major ski area within the State. Sugarloaf is in the fore
front and we climbed it Easter Sunday and have 50 ft. of film to show at the Council Meeting. I
hope that Bates will be represented there. Woody Garr of Colby made the Sugarloaf trip and I
expect he and a few others from Colby will attend.
May 7, 1950. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
We discussed at Lewiston the wisdom of the B.O.C. having more trail tools to permit full work
on large parties and to meet the problem of breakage.
The B.O.C. ordered half a dozen shears when the Club order went through.
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I am concerned over the possibility that the reserve stock in the Conference would become
exhausted when your budget condition permits you to take the contemplated action of ordering
the additional half dozen. It would be most unfortunate if your unit were handicapped through
not having vital tools. To prevent a possible chance of breakdown, I am taking steps through Mr.
Schairer to have sent, express prepaid, to you one box with half a dozen shears. I am asking Mr.
Schairer to also send six of the new type handles.
If and when the budget situation is readjusted, the B.O.C. can purchase them. If that day does not
dawn, then the Conference will have to discipline the Chairman for failing to guard the assets
sufficiently. But I do think that we should not risk your running out of tools.
Everywhere we hear most commendatory reports of the meeting and your management.
cc: Mr. J. Frank Schairer, Mr. John W. Clark
May 9, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Jean Stephenson.
Miss Stephenson:
I am sending under separate cover a copy of the Sportsmen’s Guide. This is the first issue of this
new organ sponsored by the State Fish and Game Association. It is published by the Rumford
Falls Times, the printers who publish the Rangeley Lakes paper and the Wilton Times. They also
published the two issues covering the Boston and New York and the Rumford sportsmen’s
shows, in which you had articles.
I thought that perhaps you might be able to get in some articles later. The first issue they had so
much copy that they could not use it all. However, it always happens that a little later they need
and are only too glad to get copy to fill up their pages. The editor, Cliff Grove, is well known in
these parts as a sports announcer on a Lewiston radio station. I am sure that Stanley Attwood
would be able to get a contact for you with him if you are interested.
Strange as it may seem, we have never been able to make any progress with hunters and
fishermen, and Fish and Game Clubs, as far as trail clearing is concerned; altho they use our trail
in many places to get to their fishing grounds. Perhaps, if we keep pounding away, eventually we
might make progress somewhere along the line.
I am showing the Trail slides to a group of men from one of the local churches tonight, after
which I will send them to Mr. Fairfield by messenger tomorrow. He will show them to a Fish and
Game Club in Mechanics Falls the evening of the 16th.
It is very cold for this time of year here. There is snow in the sheltered places and in the black
growth. And again strange as it might seem, there is great danger of forest fires in the hard wood
growth. The summer leafs and ferns have not started, nor has last falls leaves started to decay.
The ice left Moosehead and the Rangeley Lakes last week-end. So far it has been too cold and
windy to do much fishing.
May 9, 1950. Myron Avery to John W. Clark.
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Dear Jack:
You will remember from the Treasurer's report that there is very little money available for trail
work this year. This makes most essential getting the tendered contribution from the Rhode
Island Club. I failed to ask you about this. If it has not been cared for, please follow up the matter
at once, indicating what you have in mind and that these boys will work at 60¢ an hour and
provide their own transportation. Perhaps you can set it up on the basis of getting enough money
for a week’s run, which would be applied to a certain area, as I suggested before.
Getting this money is too important to let go uncared for.
You have one of my letters to return.
I think you should count on starting Anderson as soon as he is able to go to work and arrange to
meet him at Perham’s for the Shock trip since two additional laborers there will be worth what
we have to pay for their board.
We cannot expect and should not attempt to ask for any discount from the sporting camps this
year.
We will appreciate your keeping us posted as to your progress with Mr. Childs, whose interest is
very real.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
May 9, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. Milton Anderson Monson, Maine.
Dear Anderson:
I have your letter of May 5th.
I am glad to learn that the board signs have arrived. I am sending galvanized nails under separate
cover.
If you put up the board signs on a live tree, be sure to leave an inch of the nail protruding. The
nails are driven home if the sign is on deadwood.
I am glad to know that you did not intend to work alone, since there is always some danger.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. John W. Clark, South Windham, Maine, who will give
you the directions for the trail work. We do not think that there would be much advantage in
trying to do anything week-ends before that time.
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(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
May 10, 1950. Roy P. Fairfield to Jean Stephenson. [Fairfield still using old typed lecture
notes and exams for carbon copies and much of this letter illegible due to bleed-through of
“Cultural Heritage 402” exam text in photocopy.]
Dear Miss Stephenson,
…get things…away regarding the photo exhibit …you made up to be exhibited along with the
slides…memory is failing badly, but I can’t remember whether your said you wanted them to
come to you at…or whether you want them to come to headquarters. Perhaps it…no great
difference, but I thought it..only take a card on a postal from you to do it correctly.
I showed the slides last Wednesday night to…people of the Mechanic Falls fish and game club.
They were very much…showing for the Spring. While it would seem to make more sense to
keep the slides up in this neck of the woods where they would be more accessible, I suspect
you’ll want them to come back to Washington. Please confirm this sometime during the next
week, for I’ll send them to Jack Clark for the summer if you want them to stay up here. I shall be
leaving for Oklahoma on June 2, so please let me know so I can attend to the detail before then.
If you see Myron, tell him we covered 28 miles of the trail last week end. Am going to go out
with a group tomorrow. Will send him a detailed report the first of the week.
May have uncovered something which would interest you. One Lula C. Edwards of Mechanic
Falls spent two or three years in the Saddleback, Blue-Mt. area about 1915-17, during which
time she kept a diary of a fairly objective nature, according to her daughter. My thought was that
this might help you in your researches of the back country. If you’re interested in it, I suggest
you write the daughter, Mrs. Florine Perry, Clifford Street, Mechanic Falls, Me. for further
information. I told her what you were trying to do, and she seems to be a very cooperative person.
You might get some real help here.
May 10, 1950. Austin Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
In acknowledging your letter of May 6, it was my thought to approach the State Highway
Commission to show a different symbol on their 1951 highway maps differentiating our camp
site and your lean-to, with particular reference to authorization to kindle fires during woods
closure.
May 13, 1950. Memorandum for Captain Avery
Maine Guides: In closet under stairs: Box 1-22; Box 2-23; Box 3-22; Box 4-23;
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Box 5-13 (Nos. 1301-1314 – no maps put in)

In Room on shelf – 22
In J.S.’s office
- 166
22
23
22
23
13
103

{By actual comment. [sic, count?]}

Summary

103
22
166
33 {In cupboard upstairs}
324
{36 – J.S. mailed to Me. Publicity Bureau
not included in this count of 324.}

May 13, 1950. Myron Avery to Austin Wilkins.
Dear Mr. Wilkins:
I agree fully with your thought that on the Maine Highway Map it would be very desirable to
differentiate between lean-tos and approved campsites on the Appalachian Trail, on one hand,
from the Forestry Department maintained lean-tos, on the other.
At your convenience, if you will send forward a draft map, I will indicate all the Appalachian
Trail lean-tos and campsites, including the six campsites which I discussed with Forest
Commissioner Nutting when at Augusta and which I assume have been approved.
May 15, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I have received letters (and copies) dated April 28 and May 5 & 9.
Would you please have my address changed from “Wilton, Maine” to “Dryden, Maine”.
Although I live in Wilton I receive my mail at Dryden, which is actually a part of Wilton
township. At the October meeting, 1949, I gave my residence as Wilton, Maine, not mentioning
that my mailing address was Dryden, Maine, and subsequently at least one piece of literature was
marked “Not Here” and sent back to the sender. Although, to my knowledge, most of the mail
has been forwarded to me.
I am enclosing a form showing you the type of report I intend to make on the sections of Western
Maine. In the immediate future, however, we are planning work trips on the “Wilton Outing
Club” section for the week-end of May 20 and 21 and the week-end over Memorial; and
additional trips in accordance with the amount of progress we make in bringing our section up to
standard.
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May 19, 1950. Myron Avery to Luther S. Phillips, P/ O/ Box 6, Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Phillips:
I am most appreciative of your courtesy in sending to me, through the medium of Jasper Haynes,
photos of Maine scenes.
We were very much impressed by those which you had taken of Katahdin in the winter,
particularly the one that shows all of the country from Millinocket north.
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Some time when I am en route from Washington to my home at Lubec, I shall hope to stop at
Bangor and see your collection.
I am sending to you one of our recent maps of Maine, which accompanies our Maine Guidebook,
which may be of interest to you in your travels.
Enclosure - Map No. 4
May 19, 1950. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor.
Dear Helon:
I have been reading the notices about the ice going out of the lakes and assume that you must be
having a backward spring.
I thought I had better write to say that I rather doubt if I will make my measuring trip as early as
June 18th by reason of developments down here.
I will, of course, let you know when I am able to start and you might bear in mind to let me know
when everything is in readiness for remeasuring.
May 19, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Lew:
I have your letter of May 15th and I appreciate your thoughtfulness in writing to me and
outlining your plans. Of course, I am greatly interested in your intended procedure and I think
that the efficient, businesslike approach, which you are making to these matters, indicates that all
of the items entrusted to you should he very effectively cared for.
First, I have asked that the Trailway News mailing list be corrected, as well as the records of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to show Dryden as your mailing address. I am having the change
made on my own mailing list so that no letters should miscarry. You, of course, will receive
copies of any communications which I send to Club officers.
While we are dealing with this matter. it might be worth while if I supplemented what I said at
the meeting as to the method of carrying out the responsibilities of the Overseer of Trails. It is, of
course, essential that the Overseer have acquired at some time through travel over the Trail
knowledge of the terrain and its principal features so that he has an accurate first-hand
knowledge of conditions and problems. With this background, in my view, the job then becomes
one of management and methodical caring for necessary work. It would be totally out of the
question, as well as an ineffective expenditure of effort to have an Overseer feel that he has to
cover every mile each year. His major task is to be in touch with the maintaining organizations or
individuals, try to plan where particular work is necessary and, above all, to have accurate
detailed records so that matters do not get overlooked.
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You may have a much better memory than I have but with the pressure of work, I find it
absolutely necessary to keep a detailed record if a trip which I make to an area is to be done with
maximum effectiveness. This record, for example, would remind me that certain signs should be
replaced, or something else done, and I would plan for it in advance instead of getting to the spot
when I would discover to my chagrin that something had been overlooked. It was for this reason
that I maintained very detailed “Trail Reports” of every section of Trail in Maine. The data for
the Bates Outing Club is, of course, less detailed. I gave a full carbon set of every section of
Maine to John Clark with the request that be pass on to you the sections for which you are
assuming Jurisdiction. If you have not received them, I suggest that you bear it in mind and press
Clark until you obtain them. My form of report may give you some suggestions.
As far as your form of report is concerned, I think it excellent and entirely adequate except that
perhaps you should put it on both sides of the paper in order to have enough room. Certainly, the
item "work still needed” needs more than one line. Perhaps the item "persons going along, etc."
needs less space. The maintenance of that sort of a record which you have in mind is more
valuable than one would appreciate off-hand.
While 1 am going into matters, I might speak of the sign list. I believe you have a copy of the
present sign list. When we make the change on the south slope of White Cap and at the Ledge
House, the signs and distance will be materially changed. In addition, I think that we have
obtained from the Forest Service their approval for the six campsites listed in the Lean-to
publication. With these two tasks accomplished, I intend, in the summer, to prepare another
edition of the sign list which I hope will be a final one.
This campsite program means that we will need signs in keeping with those used elsewhere for
the new localities which are in eastern Maine. Further, I think I talked with you and Helon
Taylor at the meeting about coming up and doing the necessary remeasuring around Mt. Bigelow.
I mention this so that you would know that the Guidebook and sign changes resulting therefrom
will be duly cared for. I hoped to do this right after June 18th, but developments here had led me
to think that I will have to defer this trip for a month or so.
In connection with needed work, I wish you would bear in mind, in checking the situation, to see
that we have the type of rough latrine and tin cans or garbage dump indicated at each shelter.
That is one of the things that a systematic work list will care for.
As far as your over-all situation is concerned, the major problem is going to be Mt. Bigelow. I
suppose you will be in close contact with John Clark as to the possibility of getting the assistance
of Clubs he was trying to interest in Mt. Bigelow. The main Appalachian Trail comes first but
we should bear in mind that the Bigelow range trail badly needs something in the way of
remarking and opening up to the extent that it is traversible.
Another point where future improvement can be made is the lean-to at Bigelow Col. Helon said
that the watchman might be able to improve it somewhat. It is in very bad shape and is one of
those things which one would carry on a program as "needed work".
As far as the Bates Outing Club is concerned, except for regular maintenance, re-opening of the
Sea [sic] Pond Bluff side trail and installing the shelter accessories are the major problems. There
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are two areas in the Club’s terrain that have a very bad summer growth. One is along Bemis
Brook, where there are many brakes. The other is the much overgrown tote-road on Mountain
Brook.
This letter will serve to remind John Clark of the commitment, as set forth in the minutes of the
meeting, which will soon he distributed, to make the stencil for the sign to be placed on the
Cable Bridge.
I assume that Lawson, to whom I as sending a copy of this letter, duly straightened out with John
the matter of the stencils and that all these problems have been cared for.
I have written Jack, urging his to take immediate action with respect to the offer of the people in
Rhode Island to come up with some cash which we could use for trail clearing purposes.
We here are going to southern Virginia this weekend to get underway a new group which will
take over a part of the Appalachian Trail.
I feel that you will do an outstanding job for the Club and, since I was writing in answer to your
letter, I thought that it would be desirable for me to cover all of the matters which came to mind
in connection with the section for which you are assuming responsibility. As soon as you get the
Trail Reports from Jack Clark you will have much valuable data as to what needs be done, the
condition of various things, etc.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Lawson W. Reeves, Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
May 22, 1950. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
It’s always good to write to report progress. Well, thanx to three perfectly gorgeous days, May
13-14 and 21, we have completely covered our 41-mile stretch once again. Nineteen of us put in
approximately 250 man (and woman!) hours (to use Jack Clark’s frame of reference). Generally
speaking, I would say that the Trail is in Class B condition. There are one or two spots of which I
am not particularly proud, but I am sure nobody is going to be lost on the Section this summer.
More specifically, the Saddleback section is in A1 condition. Three of the boys went to the top
(got caught in a combination hail-rain storm Saturday nite, the 13th, spent a few cool hours 'till
they got back to hot cocoa at Piazza Rock Lean-to and the sleeping bags), did a first-class job of
clearing and painting. On Sunday, we spent about five hours widening the section between the
Lean-to and the end of the lumber road where the Trail goes out of the slash. I’ve worried about
that half-mile stretch since ‘48 when I went up there with you. While passable, it has never been
too good. I think we have it under control now. Tin can and latrine provisions made at Piazza
Rock, side trails blue blazed. Signs all replaced in Sandy River Ponds and Route 4 areas.
Going Southwest, we did a scouting job on Sunday the 14th into Sabbath Day Pond, I had never
been over this section. Drove in the road 4.3 miles although Guidebook says it is passable for
only 4. So appalled at condition between 5.1, where Trail turns off Houghton Fire Road, and the
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Lean-to, decided it imperative to do more work this Spring. Nevertheless, did some clearing,
made provisions for tin cans and latrine at Lean-to. (Next Spring, I fear we’ll have to put a new
roof on this particular one.) Yesterday, Mrs. Fairfield, my daughter Donna (her first Trail trip,
and it was not too bad!), another fellow and his wife, and a third girl, went into this section again.
This time I drove up the road with my low-slung wagon 4.65 miles. Using the weeders and the
Disston shears (incidentally, I received the other half dozen and will reimburse you out of next
year’s budget in the Fall), we put a main highway through that old cutover area. The one and
two-year old bushes were terrific! After pushing through to the lean-to for lunch, the other fellow
and I worked our way out to Highway 17 while the girls worked back through the low brush.
There are two or three short stretches through this 2 ½-mile stretch which are not too good. As
you know, it is low along beside Four Ponds and the alders grow fast. We’re going to have to run
a big trip in there next Fall or Spring; but, I would assure you, it is unmistakably marked. And,
we did do considerable clearing.
While I did not personally go over the other sections, I do have reports. Section 21, the Elephant
Mt. area, was completely cleared and marked by a crew which went across the entire section
yesterday. They were eleven hours on the trail, painting and clearing, so this will give you some
idea of what they did. They reported the usual number of blow-downs and the same blackberry
and raspberry thickets with which we are familiar! One beaver dam in the upper-Bemis brook
area was particularly troublesome, but they over-came problem without changing trail. We saw a
couple of firewardens when we got out to Highway 17 yesterday, and they reported that they
were going to drain those beaver ponds. The fishermen are apparently raising havoc in the area.
Tin can and latrine provisions made at Elephant Mt. One sign replaced.
Section 22. On the 13th and 14th, five fellows went through, staying overnight with George
Learned at Camp Keewadin. Routine marking and clearing, with tin can and latrine facilities
provided at Squirrel Rock Lean-to. There are two or three developments in this area which call
for your consideration and advice. First, sometime within the past six or eight months (probably
last Fall), a lumbering operation has changed the complexion of the northern end. They have put
in a gravel road from a point near where the Trail hits Highway 5 when coming off Elephant Mt.
You’ll recall that it has been necessary to go about .1 of a mile toward South Arm to enter
section 22. The gravel lumber road crosses the Trail, where the Trail cuts across that Gully a
quarter of a mile or so south of the bridge the CCC people built over Black Brook. Now, in view
of the fact that the bridge is weathering badly and is going to cause us serious trouble in the near
future (it was fixed for summer travel this time), would it be advisable to re-route. the Trail up
the new lumber road across this triangle? I can think of good arguments for maintaining the old
route; yet, the advantages seem to outweigh the disadvantages for making the change. Will
Sawyer seems to be of like mind. Secondly, regarding the C Pond Bluff Trail. The fellows had
every good intention of blue-blazing it, but it looks like a major project for a large crew.
Furthermore, George Learned thinks it. would be folly to re-open that particular trail, when there
is a game trail which could be cleared out more easily 50 feet or so to the north. Do you have any
comments at this point? Thirdly, another big lumbering operation is in process on the Keewadin
side of C Pond. They are going to raise havoc with this particular section this Fall and Winter. Is
there nothing sacred about the forest? Do we ever start negotiations to get some protection on
either side of our Trail. Even a fifty-foot protection would be something. I’m sure the surveyors
who X the trees could help us if advised by the companies to do so. Guess I’m just a hopeless
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idealist! Fourthly, it was too wet in Mountain Brook area to do much, but the boys said there
were no major obstructions. Talked with Will Sawyer about this and he suggested that we reroute the Trail over Sable Mt. to eliminate this, perennial migraine! We’ve dug out the
topographicals. It looks perfectly, feasible. You give us the green light and we may get around to
the surveying aspect of it before the, snow flies again; who knows?!
This just about winds up the Spring phase of the clearing. Gave a talk at Mechanics Falls the
other night before 60 people. No further word from Farmington. Have recommenced
correspondence with the 0C at that Brunswick institution of higher (?!) learning. If we can call
them "conservation trips” and. not "work trips”, we may get somewhere!!! So long for the
moment. Your early comments re: the above paragraphs will be appreciated. Am sending copy
of this to Jack Clark. Best personal regards.
{Send sign list.}
{cc: Attwood, Reeves, Clark, Chorzempa, Sawyer, Griscom, Park, Stephenson}
May 22, 1950. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Just received your letter of the 19th. I am very sorry to report that I have an infection in my foot
and am on crutches right now and for that reason I have not done a thing on the Trail since I last
saw you. This is something that has been growing on me for years but has finally come to a head.
I am going to a bone specialist tomorrow with it and am in hopes I will be all right again in the
not too distant future. Right now is the time I should be working on the trail. I have got my work
caught up here so that I could get a day once in a while and then this had to set in. I expect I will
be layed up for at least two weeks. If it is any longer than that I guess I will have to give up the
Trail work and let someone else do it. Too much walking and heavy packing is what brought it
on anyway.
The relocation around the Ledge House is all blazed but there are two blind spots in it. I left them
for bare ground so as to pick the best footing. They are both very short and I could explain to any
good woodsman where to go. It still needs a lot of clearing. I hope to be able to do this myself
but in case I can not I wanted you to know the situation. It is not fit to send anyone over now. I
will maybe know more about what I can expect to do in the near future after I see the Doctor
tomorrow. Anyway I will keep you informed as to what develops.
I received the Paint O.K
May 24, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Avery, Clark, Taylor, Griscom, Fairfield, Chorzempa,
Roy Gray, Miss Stephenson, Gordon Hunt. [Very poor carbon copy]
Since this news is of such interest to everyone, it seems best to send copies to every one.
I was very sorry to hear that you had infection in your foot, Helon, and that you would be laid up
for a few weeks. We all hope that you will get along rapidly and will soon be out and about again.
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I called [Game Warden] Roy Gray up in regards to showing us the warden’s camp at Caribou
Valley. He informed me the road into Reddington was impassable, so we did not try to go in
there. Instead Louis Chorzempa and I went in from the Bigelow Station side, over Sugarloaf and
camped on the trail over beyond the sag. We were able to get that stretch that we did not get
finished last year cleared out and finished the next day, Sunday, over on the Bigelow side of
Sugarloaf. This whole length from Bigelow to about the nine mile marker is now well cleared.
The raspberry bushes will be pretty bad in the summer in the sag but we do not plan to go in
again this year there. We found much snow in the black growth on the north side of Spaulding,
three feet in places. It made for hard going as part of the time we would be on bare ground, part
of the time the snow drifts would support us and part of the time we would slump over our knees.
It made a strenuous trip as we had to pack full equipment over the mountain, could not build a
fire, and suffered for want of water. Also we were soft as we had not had a chance to get
hardened up this spring. However, we were well pleased with our results.
The Shelter at the base of Sugarloaf came through the winter O.K. We will try to get the roofing
paper on soon. It looked as if a bear had torn open one of the rolls and the nails but no damage
done.
Last night I had to go to Rangeley and intended to call on Gordon Hunt and Roy Gray but did not
have time, so am sending them copies of this letter instead. I stopped at the lumber camp to get
the straight dope on the Reddington Pond road. The road is not passable as yet by car but they
are going in by jeep. Three of the bridges have to be rebuilt. One of these is the long bridge and
they have to wait until the water goes down to get the crib work in for foundation. It will be a
month before the road is expected to be passable by car. The road is chained and locked. They
have sent one of their two keys to Augusta so as to have several duplicate keys made. We are
welcome to use the road by calling at their camp, picking up the key and registering when we go
out. The key is available any time of the day.
The old roadbed from East Madrid is also chained off at their line which is about a mile south of
Orbeton Stream. The key to that lock is also available under the same conditions. Therefore, it
seems best for us to wait a couple of weeks and get hold of a jeep and go in from East Madrid
when the frost is all out, which it is not now. We would drive to the chain and walk in the mile
rather than have the bother of getting hold of the key. If at that time it is convenient to use the
warden camp we will, otherwise we will make a “cold” camp on the trail where we are working
so as to avoid the extra hiking in and out to the shelter.
They are also building a new camp now at Midway Pond and in a month a dirt road passable by
car will be built half way between Midway and Eddy Ponds. This will make an approach to
within a half mile of the trail. This would be available for work trips only but not for pleasure
purposes of climbing the mountain. This would help the Bates College group. The party would
have to go through the main camp yard and would have to ask permission at the office and
register there.
{Marginal note: Roy I assume you got the slides OK and that you showed them to Mechanic
Falls. How did you make it on your work trip? Lawson.}
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May 25, I950. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield
Dear Roy:
I have read and re-read your letter of May 22nd, trying to absorb all that you have written.
It has been a long time since I have had a communication which contained so much concentrated
information. It is dehydrated Trail information in the superlative. I notice that you have sent a
copy to Jack Clark but, since this falls within the area that Chorzempa is interested in and since
there is so much information, I am helping the project by sending copies to Messrs. Chorzempa,
Attwood, Reeves, Sawyer, Taylor, Griscom, Miss Stephenson and Miss Park. All will be
tremendously interested in what you have written.
While it may mean wet ground, I think you were wise, indeed, to advance the time of the trip
prior to examinations and Commencement and have so much accomplished. Things should be in
very good condition, except for the old ’’boogie" of the summer growth along Bemis and
Mountain Brooks.
To comment specifically on the various aspects.
I am greatly pleased that you bore in mind and could accomplish making arrangements for the
latrine and tin can situation at the four lean-tos. This leaves now only Sugarloaf and Spaulding,
which may already be cared for, and Bigelow Col. If Chorzempa bears these two in mind to deal
with on his work trip then we could close off that item completely. Mr. Griscom has written that
Saddleback will be cared for.
Saddleback seems to require little comment. The slashed lumber road will probably commence
soon to grow up to briers and give you more trouble. There is a considerable amount of travel
between The Sandy River Ponds and the lean-to and it is well that that section could be improved
and the side trails blue-blazed.
Your observations on the section between Maine Highway 4 and Sabbath Day Pond are most
interesting. They do confirm the reports that this area was presenting difficulty. It was a little
hard to understand how it had become so bad. There is, of course, a good deal of travel from
Maine Highway 17 to Four Ponds, which keeps that portion fairly well worn. The Sabbath Day
Lean-to was struck by a fallen tree in the hurricane and that may have contributed to the
condition of the roof. I am glad that you have seen this section and, since you make no comment,
I assume that you have had enough to do without checking the Trail data in the field. When you
read it over you might tell me if you detect any material changes.
The Elephant Mountain section seems to have run true to form. I could not understand why those
signs at the lean-to were damaged. When you are next there, it would be worthwhile checking to
see if blue blazes run to the pool of water just at the edge of the bog, east of the lean-to, which is
the best drinking water.
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After Learned's letter I am awaiting with greatest interest your report as to what had occurred in
that area.
As to your several points:
1. I would consider it expedient to use the new lumber road from Maine Highway 17 to where
the Trail crosses. The bridge problem would make for future difficulty and the first quarter of a
mile from the highway west was frequently overgrown and required labor. I am not quite clear as
to how far north of the A.T. point of departure west from Maine Highway 17 is the beginning of
the lumber road. I would like to know how much it changes the offset on Maine Highway 17. It
means a changing of signs at the highway. On the whole, I think it minimizes labor although it
will require careful marking to make conspicuous the point of departure from the new road.
2. C Pond Bluff Trail. I do not quite understand Learned's comment unless it is a matter of
shifting the route a short distance either side to a parallel course. There were some outstanding
viewpoints, which should be taken in, but I assume that the game trail would have led back into
the old route by the time it is reached.
3. The lumber operation. From what we had seen in this area, with the dam on Mountain Brook,
we had thought that lumbering was finished here for all time. I infer that the section to be cut is
that immediately west of Learned's Camp where there is some good timber. I do not know the
landowner but it might be worthwhile to make the contact which you suggest.
4. Rerouting on Sable Mountain. This area is what Will Sawyer termed it, and still more. After
the 1947 crew threw up the sponge and before your shock troops recleared up Mountain Brook,
we gave some thought to a possible relocation. As Will Sawyer will tell you, the first CCC route
left Mountain Brook and crossed Spruce Mountain, where there was an outlook. It was a brute of
a climb and in a badly lumbered area with most difficult maintenance. So we stuck to the brook
and came down the south side of Surplus Pond instead of on the north side as on the original
route. I do not quite see how you would get on to Sable Mountain from C Pond but apparently it
would mean you would miss Mountain Brook. That would be all to the good.
We have long ago come to the conclusion that a route, which is a trail, presents far less
maintenance problems than an old lumber road through a hardwood area, such as on Mountain
Brook. As far as the green light is concerned, you certainly can have it. This is your section.
However, we do have the advantage of having been in one location for a number of years with
certain benefits and, before you incur the labor of rerouting, with all of its problems, I would be
positive indeed that it would be an improvement and not too difficult a traverse. It is entirely up
to you.
In about a couple of years we will need to reissue the Maine Guide since all copies on hand will
have been sold and the remeasuring would need be done before that time. The change would
affect our sign list.
On your envelope you asked for copies of the sign list. We can run more but as I wrote
Chorzempa, the entire list will be revised during the summer because of the relocation on the
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south slope of White Cap and at Mt. Bigelow. I had understood that you would be away during
the summer and unless you have immediate need for the sign list your purposes might well be
served by waiting for the new edition.
The last paragraph of your letter is of interest and amusing as far as the institution on the lower
Androscoggin is concerned. I have no hope of anything materializing there, whether labeled
"conservation trips" or "house parties".
I had hoped that we might make some progress with the Farmington group.
I think that this covers all the matters in your letter and if you have time before you leave you
might drop me a note explaining the details where I have indicated that I do not quite understand
the situation.
I expect to be in Brunswick on the week-end of June 18th but as Helon Taylor has written that
Bigelow is unfinished business, I shall probably do something else than I had originally planned.
cc: Messrs. Attwood, Reeves, Clark, Chorzempa, Sawyer, Griscom, Misses Park and
Stephenson
May 25, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I just learned from a fisherman friend of mine who was at Marble Brook, on the Moxie-Bald
Trail from Blanchard, that a large group from the U. of M. was in there clearing trail last weekend. He reported they had done a good job as far as he went; had cleared the woods road, painted
the blazes, painted the mile markers, built a foot bridge across Marble Brook, built a large bough
lean-to. They also had a large tent.
One of the girls stepped on a rock on Breakneck Hill and broke her ankle or leg. He did not
know how far they cleared but from the location of their camp thought they might have gotten as
far as the dam anyway.
The woods camp at Marble was vandalized last winter and has now been locked and it is no
longer accessible to use of trail hikers or workers.
Since I had not heard anything further in regards to this group assuming a section I thought that
the matter had died a natural death. Perhaps they have written to you since their trip, and have
accepted definite commitments. Anyway I knew that you would be interested.
cc: John Clark
{Fairfield, Stephenson, Taylor, Sawyer}
May 25, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
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Your letter was dated May 10, but postmarked May 22 and I just received it. I hope this note
reaches you in time.
Please send photographs and exhibit posters to me, by mail, to 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W.,
Washington 6, D.C.
Please send slides to Mrs. Donald S. Jacobs, 4718 Bethesda Ave., Bethesda 16, Md. I think they
have to go by express.
Yes, we want the slides back. Usually they are shown more outside of Maine than in Maine, and
Mrs. Jacobs has been turning down requests for them so they could stay in Maine. In the
temporary lull there she can fill some outside “orders". So she will be glad to get them back.
Thanks for the note about Mrs. Edwards. I will follow it up.
May 26, 1950. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor.
Dear Helon:
I received your letter of May 22nd and I am very sorry, indeed, to hear of your illness.
I had not known that you had any difficulty of this sort and I hope that your Specialist will be
able to effect a cure in short order. It looks as if you will have to slow down for a while and carry
a pack of the same order as the rest of us.
Under the circumstances, it looks as if the probability of my postponing my Mt. Bigelow trip
fitted into the situation better than I expected. We will leave it that you will keep us posted as to
your physical condition and will let me know after you have recovered. I am sure that this will
be in a very short time.
In any event, do not fail to drop me a note as to what the doctors’ orders are. Your family has
certainly had its full share of sickness and difficulty. I hope that yours will be of short duration.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark , Mr. Lawson W. Reeves, Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Miss Stephenson, all
with copy of incoming letter.
May 26, 1950. Myron Avery to Brownson W. Griscom.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
While the letters are long, I had thought that it would be of interest to you to know the results of
the Bates College 1950 work trip, so I am enclosing a copy of Professor Fairfield's letter and a
copy of my reply.
1 have in mind that we are to send you some of our publications for the purpose of checking
printing costs. The Southern Guide should be available within a month and that will afford a very
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good illustration. In the interval, I am enclosing our last reprinted publication No. 5, of which we
had an edition of 5,000. I think I told you at length of the "peculiarities” of the Shenandoah
Publishing House's methods of business.
I am appreciative of your invitation to visit you at Phillips and it is an invitation of which I hope
to take advantage.
cc: Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Mr. Lawson Reeve, Mr. John W. Clark
May 27, 1950. Sadye Giller to Myron Avery
Myron: I turned over $49.60 to the M.A.T.C. today.
May 28, 1950. Myron Avery to Fred M. Chadwick, West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
I am enclosing a letter which I have written to the Hollingsworth and Whitney people. In the past,
they have been able to tell us quite accurately from Waterville what was going on in the field and
I had thought that I would see what they had to say as to the prospect for the summer work.
Miss Stephenson says that she has written you about the status of the Camps and, if it is any
convenience, you can answer both inquiries in one letter.
We expect to be in the area this summer and hope that it will not be because of trouble on White
Cap, although that seems more or less inevitable.
Enclosure
cc: Mr. John W. Clark
May 28, 1950. Myron Avery to Omar A. Sawyer, Manager of Woodlands, Hollingsworth &
Whitney, Waterville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
Some months ago you wrote me that there was a possibility that during the June or July
operations, Hollingsworth and Whitney might be cutting across the Appalachian Trail route
where it descends the north slope of White Cap.
We are making plans for our summer 1950 clearance of the Appalachian Trail and it would be of
great assistance to us if you could advise me, at the address given below, whether the operations
have extended to this point and what the present situation is.
We shall very much appreciate your advices in this connection.
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cc: Mr. John W. Clark South Windham, Maine, Mr. Fred M. Chadwick West Branch Ponds
Kokadjo, Maine
May 28, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have read, with greatest interest, your letter of May 24th.
Trying to do trail clearing in the snow is tough work. I ran into that when I was on Saddleback
over Memorial Day a couple of years ago with the Bates Outing Club.
I appreciate your having sent letters to the interested people, which saves me the labor of
recopying them.
According to our records, the only lean-tos which have not been fixed up from the viewpoint of
latrines and tin can and garbage dumps are Spaulding and Sugarloaf. Perhaps both of these
already have these facilities. If not, 1 hope you can keep them at the head of the list so that they
can be done the first thing next year.
The Geological Survey has told me that they are planning to reissue the Rangeley map but
probably it will not have the new road at Midway Pond unless it was the old route. I was told by
the proprietor of Saddleback Lake Camps many years ago there was a large camp at Midway as a
result of which the Ponds on the mountain were stocked with trout.
There is one thing which I wish you would let me know and that is whether the matter of the
signs, for which Clark was making the stencils, is finished business. The officers’ meeting in
authorizing a sign for the Cable Bridge makes another rather extensive stencil.
I am using this letter to remind Jack that he was going to make stencils that we could use on
White Cap and at Bigelow with respect to the relocated trail. As I remember, there are only signs
on Bigelow to the effect that the trail is closed because of the flowage and we have cared for this
problem. If 1 am wrong, Helon will tell me.
With the Bates trip a matter of history, we are coming along well in western Maine. Mt. Bigelow
will be the major problem and I hope that Chorzempa is successful in getting assistance from the
group with which Jack made contact.
cc: John W. Clark, Louis Chorzempa, Helon Taylor
May 28, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I am very pleased to report to you that Friend Chorzempa and our wives went up to the Sugarloaf
shelter yesterday, Memorial Day, and put the roofing paper on the roof. We also burned up a lot
of the leaves and rubbish, repaired the poles for the bunks, burned the old boughs and replaced
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new boughs for a width for about three people. Worked up a supply of fire wood, piled up the
old cedar splits and picked up and cleaned up in general. Altho the walls are somewhat
weakened, the shelter is now in good condition and ready for use. We did not have time to chink
the walls any. This shelter should last for a few more years now.
This job has been hanging fire for a long time and it was only through the cooperation of Helon
Taylor getting the lumber hauled in last fall that we were able to get the work done.
We had time to clear out a couple of blow downs that we had left the last time that we were up,
so that now things are in good shape everywhere except the bad place beyond Spaulding Shelter.
It does not look as tho we could make this before June 25th. We will get in there and finish that
too as soon as we can make it.
Copies: Helon Taylor, John Clark, Miss Stephenson Roy Fairfield
May 29, 1950. John D. Williams, Glastonbury, Connecticut, to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Mr. Reeves,
I am interested in reading of your activities in the Sugarloaf-Saddleback Mountains Section on
the Appalachian Trail in Maine (1950 Supplement to the AT in Maine).
Although I have had only a very little experience in mountaineering, I thought perhaps it might
be possible for me to volunteer for some, part, however small, of this summer's activities with
your Wilton Outing Club. I note that a blue-blazed, side trail is projected for Spaulding Mtn.
Lean-to to Mt. Abraham for this year. Is your club going to take part in this?
Two years ago, at the end of June, 1948, I assisted a bit in a Montclair Glen project near Camel's
Hump for the Green Mountain Club. This was the subject of a few kodachrome pictures which I
made at that time and I would greatly appreciate the opportunity of adding some more
mountaineering pictures to them.
Hoping to hear from you soon, I remain Sincerely yours,
May 30, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have your letter of May 25th and congratulate you on the effectiveness of your intelligence
sources. This is all news to me. Since I am at great pains to keep everyone informed of
developments, I would have reported any affiliation of the University of Maine Club had it
occurred after our Lewiston meeting.
I think you are advised as to what occurred. I wrote a long letter of information in response to an
urgent air mail request for affiliation last fall. I followed it up. John Clark wrote twice. There was
no response to any communication. I assume that if Clark has had any contacts since our meeting
he would have informed us.
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1 suppose we should accept gratefully tendered assistance particularly when it seems to be on a
large order. However, it is disconcerting since there was no opportunity to indoctrinate the group.
I don’t know where they obtained tools, paint, or learned about the proper procedure except
through the literature sent them. This section was cleared last year by the Monson workers and
repainted to the lean-to site. They have done a good job. On the east side, as you know, the
Forest Service did the work.
I suppose we can rely on your friend’s commendation that it was a good job but it is unfortunate
to have the matter proceed in such an inefficient and irregular way.
I suppose that our problem is to try to get a response from some official of the University of
Maine group, make arrangements for a demonstration in the fall, maintain contact and assign
them the section. They did pick out one of the areas which I indicated was unassigned and
available.
I ought not to impose further on Roy Fairfield. However, he knows personally his opposite
number in the University who deals with the University’s activities. I am accordingly asking if
he will assist us by writing to this individual and try to see if he can get in motion official
arrangements with the University of Maine group. The matter of the showing of the reels and
slides will have to come later. Clark, as I recall, offered to do this.
I am sorry to hear the situation with respect to the camp at Marble Brook since it was very useful
on trail work.
Again thank you for passing on the word so that we can capitalize on it. The typewriter is as
useful as trail clearing tools in this game.
P.S. Note for Roy Fairfield:
You are, of course, at liberty to make use of my communication and I am leaving to Lawson to
notify you if there is any objection to making use of his letter of May 25th when you assume the
task of making contact with the University of Maine group.
cc : John W. Clark, Louis Chorzempa, Roy P. Fairfield, Miss Marion Park, Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr.
Jean Stephenson, Helon Taylor
May 31, 1950. Lawson Reeves to John D. Williams, Glastonbury, Connecticut.
Dear Mr. Williams:
I was very pleased to receive your letter of the 29th in regards to volunteering aid for the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. Any assistance. that you would care to give will be greatly appreciated.
You did not give me enough Information for me to be able to give you a very intelligent answer.
For instance how much time would you have available, and when would this time be? Did you
have in mind helping to clear the trail, or did you simply wish to hike a short section? How old
are you? Would you be alone or would you have companions? Are you equipped to camp out at
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the shelters or would you want to stop at sporting camps? If you will furnish me with this
information and anything else that you would care to, then we can get at a better understanding.
There are a few sections of the. trail in Maine that are still unassigned for maintenance. If you
would have the time to spare to work on some of this distance, I think we could arrange to have
someone join you for a day or week-end to show you the standard methods that we use. This is
hard work, sometimes under very adverse conditions, and only those who are really interested
and who enjoy the work, and in helping to maintain the project should undertake it at all.
You spoke of the side trail to Mt. Abraham: I do not intend to work on this at all. The fire
warden at the lookout tower on Abraham has volunteered to clear this two miles. I doubt if I will
even have the time to hike this distance this summer. I have spent two weekends on the Sugarloaf-Spaulding section already this spring and will have to put in at least one more weekend yet.
All of the mountains of Maine afford wonderful kodachrome pictures and you can get beautiful
slides wherever you happen to be. Should you get some good slides this summer of the trail in
Maine and would care to contribute a few to my collection, I would be more than pleased to
accept them. I have a few slides which I use to supplement the Conference set that I show to
groups for publicity purposes.
I will be glad to hear further from you and then we can get a better understanding.
{Myron: I am enclosing a letter I rec’d. today. Probably nothing will come out of it, but we will
wait and see. The latrine, spring and tin can signs are up at Sugarloaf shelter. I have those for
Spaulding but have not got them up yet. L.R.}
June 1, 1950. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg,
Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I find that, by reason of the changes in the available publications and the exhaustion of supplies,
it is necessary to have a new edition of our Publication No. 17, “The Appalachian Trail”.
I am enclosing the corrected manuscript. It is my understanding that, in keeping with our
arrangements, you have retained the type and cuts for this publication. You will note that the
changes in the text, on the inside of the folder, are minor and we have thought that the lines
could be squeezed up so that the additional material can be inserted in the same column.
I wish you would let me know the most economical unit in which this leaflet can be printed. We
wish to keep the cost at a minimum and, at the same time, avoid having to obtain such a large
supply that the material becomes out of date before the item is used up.
It would also be of help if you could indicate when you would expect to send on the proof.
We presume that you will keep standing the type and retain the cuts on this new edition.
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I am told that you have nearly completed the work of setting the Blue Ridge Guide, which leads
me to feel that the remainder of the Katahdin Reprint proof should be forthcoming in the very
near future. We have in mind, of course, that the Katahdin Maps Nos. 2 and 4 have to be
delivered to you. They will be delivered folded, die-cut, and ready for insertion. I think that they
will be ready in less than ten days.
As soon as you are rid of these jobs, we will be prepared to deliver to you the manuscript for the
New England Guide and it will be a relief indeed to have these jobs cared for by people who
handle our work in such a conscientious and painstaking fashion so that we do not have to
concern ourselves with checking or watching these details.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Miss Sadye Giller, Miss Jean Stephenson
June 4, 1950. New York Herald Tribune Article by Jean Stephenson.

Maine Offering Sporting Camps
To Hikers on Appalachian Trail
Hostelries Give Visitors Chance to Relax and See Countryside; Charges are $6 to $9 a Day
AUGUSTA, Me. Few persons realize that Maine offers a type of vacation not found in any other
state. That is the opportunity to tramp in the woods, away from mail, radios, regular telephone
service and other “civilized” accessories, yet with warm cabins, comfortable beds and good
meals.
All this is possible because of the existence in Maine of a particular type of hostelry known as
the sporting camp, and because the Appalachian Trail traverses the Maine woods for 266 miles.
This trail, which begins at Mt. Katahdin, Maine's mile-high, mountain, and extends
southwesterly to the New Hampshire line, is well marked and maintained. It is, of course, a
wilderness trail, through a wilderness area, and getting lost from it would be serious. However,
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has issued a loose-leaf, 550-page “Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine,’’ with ten maps, covering the entire length of the Trail in the state and many side
trails.
The “Guide” lists all sporting camps on or near the trail, telling how to get to each from outside
and describing the features of each locality, as well as giving detailed directions for following the
trail and suggestions for trips.
A stay at a sporting camp makes an ideal vacation for one who wants the relaxation of the woods
but either has no camping equipment or prefers to spend his time in healthful exercise or rest,
instead of spending much of it on camp chores. Such sporting camps are scattered throughout the
Maine woods, many of them being located along the Appalachian Trail. In fact, one may cross
Maine via the Trail merely by traveling from camp to camp. In a few places, the distances are
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such that one must be met by boat at the end of a reasonable day's journey and taken to camp, but,
at a slight cost, the camp proprietor will arrange for this.
What Camp Consists Of
Thus one may either go into such a camp and use it as a base from which to explore the
surrounding country, or he may make reservations ahead at a series of camps and follow the
Appalachian Trail from camp to camp. A good system is to plan on spending two nights at least
at each camp, coming in one evening, devoting the next day to visits to points of interest, and the
second day continuing the journey down the trail. At many camps one should stay several days,
merely to see the principal places near by.
Such a camp consists of a central dining hall surrounded by cabins, usually on a lake and always
in an attractive setting. While the furniture is simple, it is ample and the beds are comfortable.
Here one may have the privacy of a cabin and yet have no camping chores nor housekeeping
duties. The vacationist can pass the day on the lake, canoeing, fishing, boating, swimming, or in
the woods hiking, searching for flowers, birds, rare rocks, or exploring; or just loafing around the
cabin or around camp. Yet he may return to a clean cabin and at meal times stroll up to the
dining hall for a meal.
Charges vary from $6 to $9 a day, with weekly rates beginning at $35, depending on the camp.
Around every camp there are sufficient interesting places to occupy the lover of the woods and
water for several weeks. The camps may merely provide food and shelter during an extended trip.
It is not advisable for a person to tramp the trail alone, for one may turn an ankle while far from
camp. Two or more persons may have very pleasant trips of two days to three weeks duration on
the trail. All that need be carried is a light pack containing personal belongings, such as a change
of clothing, toilet articles, first aid and guidebook data. The pack should be limited to twelve
pounds.
Book Lists Tours
As for trips, there are a wide variety outlined in a guidebook. One may select Millinocket as the
place from which to enter the woods. From there, one trip would be to go into the camps on
Middle or Lower Joe Mary-Lake. If Katahdin is the goal, northward travel on the Appalachian
Trail takes one over the century old Nahmakanta Toteroad, by beautiful Nahmakanta Lake, the
wide reaches of Rainbow Lake, the spectacular ledges of the “height-of-land,” across the
Nesowadnehunk Falls on the Penobscot West Branch, stopping at camps on Nahmakanta Lake
and Rainbow Lake and on to Daicey Pond. The camps here are a base for a climb of Katahdin.
This is a three to five-day trip, with an additional two or three days at Daicey Pond for the trips
to Katahdin.
Or from the camps on the Joe Mary Lakes, one may turn southeast where the way leads by
Cooper Brook with its falls, Yoke Ponds and the West Branch Ponds, over White Cap to Long
Pond, thence over the Barren-Chairback Range to Monson, a five or six-day trip. However, one
may go out at the end of one or two days, from Yoke Ponds, two or three days, from West
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Branch Ponds, or four or five days, after crossing White Cap. Camps at Yoke Ponds, First West
Branch Ponds, and on both ends of Long Pond provide stopping places.
From the Kennebec River one may go into camps at Moxie Pond to climb Moxie Bald and return
to camp. The next day cross the Ponds and continue beyond the Kennebec over the famous
Arnold Trail, utilized by The Appalachian Trail across the Great Bend of Dead River, by Pierce,
East Carry and West Carry Ponds, stopping at the camps at each of these places.
In western Maine, the camps at Saddleback Lake, Lower Richardson Lake, Mooselookmeguntic
Lake and Rangeley Lake provide facilities for use of the Trail.
Prior to World War I, those who sought a vacation in the woods went to Switzerland, the Black
Forest or the Pyrenees for tramping expeditions. Now it is becoming known that similar
opportunities are here within a night’s ride of most cities in the East.
Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine can be procured from the Appalachian Trail
Conference, Washington 6, D.C., the non-profit organization coordinating activities of groups
maintaining the Trail. The price is $3.25. The Maine Publicity Bureau, 3 St. Johns St., Portland,
has available for free distribution a leaflet containing a list of sporting camps.
June 4, 1950. Myron Avery
MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CLUB:
As a further confirmation of Lawson Reeves' intelligence sources, I am quoting an excerpt from
the University of Maine publication, “The Maine Campus", dated May 25, 1950.
This was sent to the Conference from the City Editor of the Lewiston Evening Journal and I
suspect I see the hand of the Secretary in forwarding the item.
In associating the casualty with the locality, the Editor displays a light touch. The item is:
BREAKS LEG AT BREAKNECK MOUNTAIN"
"Mrs. Irene Montgomery, 402 Forest Ave., Bangor, broke her leg Sunday while on the Maine
Outing Club trip to Breakneck Mountain. She is a sophomore in the College of Arts and Sciences.
"About twenty members of the club and its chaperones had made the trip to Blanchard to clear
the sixteen-mile section of the Appalachian Trail which the club maintains. Mrs. Montgomery
had cleared about three miles with the first work party when she slipped on muddy ground,
breaking her leg above the right ankle.
"Students donated their shirts to make bandages for the splint; first aid was applied by Prof.
Arthur Randall and game warden Erwin McAllister of Abbott.
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"Club members took turns carrying the improvised stretcher to the warden's jeep which was
about three-quarters of a mile away.
"At the main road the party was met by Dr. S. N. March, Guilford, who transferred the injured
woman to an ambulance and took her immediately to the Eastern Maine General Hospital in
Bangor."
In view of the statement that the club has taken over a sixteen-mile section of trail, it would
appear that its voluntary assumption was intended to extend from Blanchard to Moxie Pond. We
are relying on Roy Fairfield to initiate the mechanics to make this official. This in no way
interferes with or supersedes the scheduled mowing trip for August on the west slope of Moxie
Bald Mountain which is of paramount importance.
June 4, 1950. John D. Williams to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Mr. Reeves,
I am very glad to have your kind reply to my letter and in answer to your questions, perhaps I
could express myself as follows.
For one who has had no more experience than I have had in hiking or mountain climbing It is
rather difficult to know just how much I could attempt to do. The rest of our family here go to
the salt water every summer and as my father owns the cottage, of course they are glad to have
me come with them. It is simply the urge to do something different plus a fondness for the woods
and mountains that led me to write to you.
On the job at Camel's Hump in Vermont two years ago, which lasted two weeks, I simply did
some of the smaller things in connection with the lodge project, like carrying a few boards or a
pair of windows up the mountain to the new location. The first day, however, we walked about
13 miles in making a complete circuit of the mountain to clear the trail. This was a bit on the
strenuous side even although about all I had to carry with me was my camera for the
kodachromes. The fact that I enjoyed this experience, however, has led me to hope that I could
do something of a similar nature again. It would please me a great deal to be able to work some
on an unassigned section of trail in Maine for maintenance. The length of the route that I would
be able to cover would depend on the nature of the country, whether very rugged or less rugged.
On the west slope of the Hump, we climbed 2500 ft. in 3 miles. Which category do you think this
should be placed in? If you could tell me where some of these sections in Maine are located, I
would be very glad to work a bit at one of them for a beginning. Sporting camps are now quite
expensive, I understand, so if shelters are not available, I could if necessary bring a tent. A light
weight tent made in England of Egyptian cloth weighs scarcely more than four pounds and looks
like a good buy (one month required for delivery).
Since my father goes to the shore the first of July, I would be available any time after that and
could stay ten days anyway. At Camel’s Hump, the food was furnished by the NY section of the
Green Mtn. Club, but in Maine of course I would expect to pay for my own food. Could you
advise me how much you think this would cost per day.
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Looking forward to hearing from you…
{[In Avery’s hand:] Copy Clark, Chorzempa, Seymour Smith. This is the letter Lawson replied
to under the date of June 6.}
June 6, 1950. Seymour R. Smith to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Your memo of June 4 received and I am hastily scribbling a reply.
I have known John Williams for several years. He has been assigned the Glastonburg area of the
Conn. blue-trail system but materially does very little. In my opinion he could support trail
effectively by membership. He is apparently a young man without work to do—member of the J.
B. Williams family—shaving soap etc.
As for my personal ability to visit Maine this summer, I have been very tardy in making reply to
your kind invitation to accompany you, and I should not be scribbling a reply. Yes, for what I
know at the moment I will be very pleased to again be with you in Maine. I had sort of hoped
that there might be a small Washington group but I do realize that you work with these people
continually so this would be less vacation for you. Do not let this thought affect your plans. I
look forward to the trip with much pleasure.
Very hastily!
P.S. My 30 year class reunion is on the agenda for this coming week-end. Hope to meet Edward
S. C. Smith. Checks enclosed for general trail purposes and if you prefer a different split-up let
me know.
June 6, 1950. Jean Stephenson
My dear Mr.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has issued new edition of Map No. 4, Katahdin to the East
Branch of Pleasant River. It has been revised and brought completely up to date, so that it
reflects present day conditions in the area more nearly than any other map presently available. It
has been printed, in two colors, on the new Army wet strength paper, which can be thoroughly
soaked in water, but smoothed out and dried and still remain entirely usable.
It occurred to us that this map would be of much use and interest to guests at your Camps. We
have, therefore, had a copy of the map treated with plastic and framed, and we are sending it to
you under separate cover. Please hang it on the wall in some conspicuous place, so that the
information thereon will be available to your guests.
In the event that any of your guests wish to obtain copies, orders may be sent to the Appalachian
Trail Conference, 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington 6, D.C. The price of the map is 35¢.
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Sent to Daicey Pond, Kidney Pond, Rainbow Lake, Nahmakanta Lake, Buck Horn, Yoke Ponds,
Chadwick, Antlers, Mr. Dyer, (substance included in letter to Mrs. Pitman, signed by Miss Park)
P.S. Please let me know, on the enclosed card, that you have received the map.
June 6, 1950. Lawson Reeves to John D. Williams.
Dear Mr. Williams:
Thanks for your letter of the 4th inst. I am turning your letter over to Mr. Myron Avery,
President of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I feel that he can suggest to you where, and how,
you can help us the most with the Trail in Maine. You may be assured that anyone who is willing
to contribute their services to clearing the Trail, their services will be greatly appreciated, and
there is much for everyone to do.
It would appear that with your limited experiences it would be necessary for some one to
accompany you for a few days to show you the standard procedures that we use. Therefore Mr.
Avery can plan this best. My buddy and I plan to go up on our section for the week-end of June
25th. This is so inaccessible that we can not make definite plans very far in advance.
Should Mr. Avery suggest Mt. Bigelow, then either my friend or myself, or both, would go with
you over a week-end. Mr. Avery is planning a work-trip for Moxie-Bald in August and you
might fit in his plans then. There is not any one available that I know of that could spend ten
days with you.
I wish to call to your attention that along the Trail where there are no shelters, there are spots that
are designated as State Campsites. It is only at these spots that non-residents are allowed to build
fires. You cannot build fires at any place other than State Campsites. Here one must take a tent.
The question of the price of food is very little. 1 might suggest between $1.60 and $1.50 a day.
The big question in regards to food is the amount of weight one has to pack if the campsite is at
much distance. Also there is the question of spoilage. This matter is much a question of personal
taste, and experience.
I assume that you have the use of a car so that you could provide your transportation to the Trail.
Also you do not want to work alone. It is too lonesome for anyone to spend much time alone.
Also there is the danger of anyone getting hurt, altho this might be very remote.
I feel that something can be worked out that will be satisfactory to all partys.
Myron:
I still have not been able to size this fellow up. He appears to me to be a little strange. I can see
him going out for ten days alone to work on the Trail. I suggest that you handle it.
C.C. John Clark, Louis Chorzempa
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June 9, 1950. Myron Avery to David Godfrey.
There is returned the letter addressed to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in care of Mr. Walker.
We are unable to identify the item. Mr. Walker’s work is in connection with the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club.
Miss Marion Park, 1228 Eye Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., is still waiting the revised bills
covering Maine Map No. 2 and Map No. 4. You will recall that you were to re-check the cost on
the Map No. 4 in the light of our conversation.
cc: Miss Marion Park
June 10, 1950. Jean Stephenson to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
Another S.O.S.! As Mr. Blackburn is going down I am asking him to deliver this letter, and
asking you to look at the enclosed "copy" and see if you can do it as outlined below, and if not,
give the "copy" back to Mr. Blackburn to bring back to me.
We need, very badly, at once, a supply of the Letter to Inquirers, corrected as shown on the
attached copy. You will note that there are only two changes on the front page and one on the
second. However, the "Order Blank” has been considerably changed and will no doubt have to
be almost entirely re-set. It may be that what we have added will make it too long to get on one
side of the page. If so, it will have to go over onto the back. In that case, please put at the bottom
of the third page, in bold letters "OVER”.
The trouble is this. We need a small supply, at least 50, by Tuesday, June 20th. Ordinarily I
would know you couldn't do it in this short time, but I thought if you have the type standing, as it
is a "job" sort of job instead of a book sort, maybe you would be able to manage it. If you want
us to see a proof of the Order blank part, you had better send it special delivery to my home
address (1228 Eye St. N.W. (5), and I will return it the same way, the same day, taking it to the
post-office, so there will be no delay.
If you can't possibly do it, let Mr. Blackburn bring it back and I will have to have it typed and
offset, although I do not like the way it will look then!
I forgot to say that we will want 5,000. We need 50 by June 20, a couple of hundred soon after,
and the rest or at least the first thousand in a couple of weeks.
I do hope you can do it.
June 11, 1950. Jean Stephenson to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
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We sent you recently “copy” for The Appalachian Trail (A.T.C. Publication 17). You will
remember it is that longer folder.
I find there are three slight changes to make in the copy. If you wish you can return it and I will
make them and send it back, but I thought I might tell you what they are and you might want to
have some one there make them in the copy and save the trouble of sending it back to me. All are
in the list of publications.
On the second page of "Publications”, under the caption "EQUIPMENT", in the 1st line (title of
the publication) change "Winter Sports" to "Mountaineering".
On the fifth page of "Publications", under the caption "PENNSYLVANIA WEST OF THE
SUSQUEHANNA RIVER, MARYLAND AND VIRGINIA”, in the description of the
publication entitled "On Blue Ridge and Allegheny Mountain Trails”, last line, change the year
"1943" to "1950".
Under the same caption, and the sub-caption "MAPS", next to last line on the page, change
“$1.50" to "$1.00".
I am sorry about not having made these prior to sending the copy, but I had understood all those
who had corrections had turned them in, and only Friday Captain Avery received these three
corrections from someone who had overlooked them earlier!
June 12, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Frederic M. Dubois, Vice President, Berkshire Mutual
Fire Insurance Co., Pittsfield, Mass.
Dear Mr. DuBois:
Your letter, of June 5, was forwarded from Augusta to me, as I usually take care of such
inquiries. I have not seen the article in the Herald Tribune, but have sent for a copy, as naturally
such publicity is of considerable interest to those of us concerned with maintenance of the Trail.
Thank you for calling our attention to it.
I think you can no doubt find what you wish at the sporting camps along the Trail. I can tell you
which camps can be approached by automobile. At all of them the food is excellent, the life
informal, and you are definitely away from the usual "resort" type of place. As for the fishing, I
am fairly sure it is good at all I am going to suggest, as whenever I have been at any of them
there have been several parties of fishermen — who have usually presented us with the results of
their efforts, so I have been able to work all day on the Trail and yet enjoy nice fresh fish for
breakfast and dinner! I will say, however, that at many of the camps they do not serve fish unless
the guests bring them in, as they are so busy taking care of the guests that the camp proprietors or
guides attached to the camp have little time to fish independently!
Beginning at the northern end: York's Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond (P.0. Millinocket, Me.) is
reached by car over a narrow, one-car width road, 23 miles north of Millinocket. There are a
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number of ponds in this area much frequented by fishermen. Yoke Ponds Camps (P.0. Kokadjo,
Me.) is reached by a dirt road from Greenville, via Kokadjo. Troutdale Camps, Moxie Pond
(P.O., The Forks, Me.) is reached by a dirt road south from The Forks (on the highway along the
Kennebec). Saddleback Lake Camps (P.O. Rangeley, Me.) is reached by a dirt road leading off
Maine Highway 4. There are others but this is enough to give you a choice.
I do not like to look like I am suggesting you buy anything, but I do think that if you were to
purchase a copy of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, and read the
description of the localities of these camps, and look at the maps, which show the locations you
would be able to judge better if any of them is what you would want. Also, of course, you might
write to all of them and judge from the replies. Some of the very good camps, like Buck Horn on
Middle Joe Mary Lake, and West Carry Pond Camps, are not actually on an automobile road, but
one goes in by boat, airplane or wagon a mile or five miles from the end of the automobile road.
Under separate cover I am having some “literature” mailed to you which describes some of the
country.
June 12, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
I have been so busy with the 584 pages of the Southern Guide, the 100 pages of proof of the
Katahdin Reprint, 400 pages of proof on the Blue Ridge Guide, getting out APPALACHIAN
TRAILWAY NEWS, working on the maps, getting some publicity ready for the Maine
Development Commission and Maine Publicity Bureau, etc., that I had no chance to write you
before. I do want to say, however, that I read with care the various letters you sent me, both those
to me and those which were copies of ones sent to others. I feel we are fortunate, as does Captain
Avery, in having you interested in keeping us, and all those concerned with a matter, informed as
to happenings in your area.
I was especially interested in your letter of May 9 and promptly subscribed to the Sportsmans
Guide. In response I had a nice letter from the treasurer of the organization, who received the
subscription, and we have exchanged literature and information. I am to wait until they use up
some of the material handed to them for the first issues and then give them a story on The
Appalachian Trail. I showed it to Myron and he, too, sent a subscription, just to help the good
cause along and show his cooperation. (I think it has been many years since he had time to do
any fishing when in the woods!) They are especially interested in the work we are doing in
preparing maps, etc. Well, even support by buying guidebooks and maps by sportsmen will help,
and then maybe some will get interested in doing Trail work.
After I left Lewiston I went to Augusta, where I saw the various men in the Maine Development
Commission, among other things. As arranged at that time, I prepared a long article on the Trail,
with special reference to use of sporting camps and sent it to Mr. Doucette for release. He said it
went out to 400 newspapers all over the country. I haven’t heard how many used it but I know
the New York Herald Tribune did for we have begun getting inquiries, in the last few days, as a
result of it. I don’t handle the mail here, and haven't had a chance to ask the girls who do whether
any other papers have been referred to. At the Conference staff meeting next week I will find out.
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I am to give him another one in the Fall. Meanwhile, I am to prepare some short individual ones
for specific papers.
From Augusta I went to Portland and made arrangements for publicity with the Maine Publicity
Bureau. They were much pleased with the book. I am making smaller “editions” of it for their
other offices. I am also having prepared, by mimeograph, some revised copies of the little purple
leaflet you had for the Rumford Show. They will send that, with a price list of publications I
have made up, and the Silver Aisle leaflet, out in response to mail inquiries received abut hiking
in Maine. I have also prepared and sent to them, by request, an article on the Trail for the
summer issue of The Pine Cone.
You can see I have been kept pretty busy, as all this comes on top of an eight to ten hour working
day at the Navy Department!
I still am in need of good photographs of the section west of Mt. Bigelow, so if you ever come
into possession of any such, please remember our needs down here.
Mrs. Jacobs has had several requests for the Maine slides from groups outside of Maine, so when
the “summer slump” comes in the showings by you and Mr. Fairfield, we want to get them back
down here so she can fill some of them. While we want to encourage Trail work in Maine, we
also want to encourage hikers to go to Maine, and that is one way of doing it. Maybe by this time
the slides are here; I haven’t checked with her lately.
This, I believe, covers the news from this area. I wanted you to know I have received and
enjoyed your letters; also that I had followed up your suggestion on the Sportsmans Guide.
June 12, 1950. Myron Avery to Seymour R. Smith, Watertown, Connecticut.
Dear Seymour:
Thanks for your note of June 6th.
I am enclosing a copy of my letter to Williams which Reeves asked that I write. I have passed on
your comment.
I am indeed glad to know that your plans permit another sojourn in Maine. My thought was to
start in at Rainbow Lake (by plane from Millinocket) and do the necessary work in that area.
Tappan would probably clear part way to Rainbow. By going south we would work into easier
conditions and have a chance for some exploration, winding up at Buck Horn Camps.
One of these days we will have to have a pleasure trip - only with a larger party. Due to the
pressure of activities I have welcomed these trips with you where there is no responsibility or
thought. This year there will not even be a "Swain” to raise my blood pressure. I did have in
mind that we might take along as paid trail workers the two boys from Monson who, I do not
think, would upset the equilibrium and their labor would be a distinct contribution.
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Is there any time which would be more satisfactory to you than any other period, say, in late
August?
It is curious that both you and I should be turning up for a 30-year class reunion in 1950.
The checks are of tremendous help. The funds are certainly much needed on the Maine end. The
Katahdin Reprint will not, I fear, be out until early July. I shall be sending you Map No. 5 within
ten days.
The crises are beginning to subside and I am looking forward to the time when perhaps the New
England Guide will be the only thing on the agenda.
June 12, I950, Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine.
Dear Lawson:
My fellow trail worker in Maine, Seymour R. Smith, of Watertown, Connecticut, has sent to me
the following note in connection with Williams’ letter to you of May 29 and your reply of May
31:
"I have known John Williams for several years. He has been assigned the Glastonbury area of the
Connecticut Blue Trail System but materially does very little. In my opinion, he could support
Trail efforts by membership. He is apparently a young man without work to do — member of the
J. B. Williams family — shaving soap, etc.”
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Louis Chorzempa
June 12, 1950. Myron Avery to John D. Williams, 170 Hubbard Street, Glastonbury,
Connecticut.
Dear Mr. Williams:
Lawson Reeves has forwarded to me a copy of his reply to your letter of June 4th.
We very much appreciate your interest in the Appalachian Trail in Maine and we would like to
utilize that interest. We have sent you a pamphlet which outlines the activities of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club.
Trail work in Maine, particularly until the flies have gone, is on the strenuous side. This is
intensified if one is camping. For this reason our volunteer work crews have been based at the
sporting camps. This, of course, makes the trip on the expensive side.
I would think that the best procedure would be for you to make a preliminary trip before
attempting a solo expedition. We have two such expeditions scheduled. One is for the week end
of July 8, 9, and 10, and perhaps a few days thereafter. It is to do work on the Barren-Chairback
Range. Our Overseer of Trails, Mr. John W. Clark, of South Windham, Maine, is making the
arrangements for this trip. The party will camp at the foot of the Range. I think that if you could
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get to Portland, Mr. Clark could furnish transportation to the work area and return since he will
be driving up. The second trip, which would furnish an opportunity for your becoming familiar
with these practices, is in August. The party will be based at Moxie Pond and there will be two
or three days' work on the east slope of Moxie Bald. Once again, I think Mr. Clark could help in
transportation from Portland. I feel that either of these trips would be the best opportunity for
you to become familiar with trail work in Maine.
I am sending a copy of this letter and of your letter of June 4th to Mr. Clark, with the expectation
that you will write to him directly and indicate whether you can make either trip. If not, Mr.
Clark might arrange to take you on some of his own trips, although they are of the strenuous type.
We would like very much to see you participate in trail work in Maine.
cc:

Mr. John W. Clark, South Windham, Maine
Mr. Seymour R. Smith, Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Mr. Lawson Reeves, Miss Jean
Stephenson

June 12, 1950. W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Company, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mr. Avery:
In connection with your letter of April 11, 1950, I wish to report that shortly after the receipt of
your letter, I arranged with one of our engineers to make a check of the exact location of the
original trail and a reconnaissance survey and report as to a feasible and attractive route covering
a new location for a section in Bigelow.
In the meantime, I have conferred with the Chief Fire Warden and find that a new trail is to be
made on the southerly side of Bigelow to the fire lookout station near the top of the mountain. A
part of this trail will be suitable for jeeps and the greater part of it will be for moving supplies to
the fire lookout station on foot. The exact location of this new trail to the lookout station has not
yet been definitely fixed and I am wondering if it would not be appropriate for the new
Appalachian Trail to be routed past the lookout station rather than following along a lower
contour.
Your suggestions would be appreciated
{Copy: Clark, Sawyer, Fairfield, Reeves, Chorzempa, Helon Taylor, Attwood, Stephenson,
Park}
June 12, 1950. John W. Clark to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Due to pressure from business conditions, I regret that it is necessary for me to resign the
position of Overseer of Trails of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
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This action is necessitated by unforeseen circumstances and is not an indication of lack of
interest. I wish to keep in touch with trail activities and would appreciate your keeping me thus
informed.
I am sorry that this move is necessary at the present time.
June 13, 1950. Omar A. Sawyer, Mgr. of Woodlands, Hollingsworth & Whitney Company,
Waterville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of May 28.
Our operations on the north slope of White Camp Mountain have not crossed the Appalachian
Trail and it is not expected that they will do so this year. It is very probable that we will do no
cutting in this area and even though we should, we probably would not quite reach the trail.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, South Windham, Maine
{Copy: Clark, Sawyer, Fairfield, Reeves, Chorzempa, Helon Taylor, Attwood, Stephenson, Park,
Clair Sawtelle}
{Note by M.H.A.: One problem which we will not have to meet in 1950.}
June 13, 1950. Myron Avery to Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine.
Dear Milton:
Our last correspondence was to the effect that Jack Clark, Overseer of Trails, would make
arrangements with you about trail work.
I have been in touch with him and I understand that he is making arrangements with you.
I suppose that your own plans have not changed and that you are still available. Please let me
know if you have not heard from Jack Clark so that we can check into the matter. I understand
that you are having a very dry season.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark
June 13, 1950. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor.
Dear Helon:
This is just a note to say that we hope that your visit to the specialist has been productive of
results and that we will hear from you shortly as to the treatment.
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I have had no further word from the Central Maine flowage. Perhaps they do not intend to take
action until they hear from us but I felt that we had nothing that we could definitely set forth
until the work had been completed.
June 14, 1950. C. J. Kealiher, West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of May 28 was turned over to me to answer. This letter got mislaid and I just found it.
Fred has sold the Camps to me and we are running it the same as before. The name of the Camps
will be “West Branch Ponds Camps.”
The H&W do not plan to operate until fall as near as I can find out. I don’t think that they will
cut up the trail on the North slope to any great extent. If they do cut this summer I’ll keep you
posted as to the conditions in this area.
I think this about covers anything in your letter and also Miss Stephenson’s.
Will see you later this season.
June 14, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I made the trip over this section first so as to put up the new board signs early in the hiking
season. We also hiked over to Speck Pond Shelter. Everything is in order. Tin can and latrine
facilities are provided, and the roof does not leak. We were there during a thunder shower (1/2
hr.). We made the return trip from the firetower to the watchman’s cabin over the East Spur Trail.
On May 20 and 21 I went on a two day work trip with Lawson Reeves over Sugarloaf. We
camped overnight near the 6 m. marker in the sag between Spaulding and Sugarloaf. We cleared
out the bad section in this area and all the blowdowns and logs on the way back to the Sugarloaf
lean-to. Also widened the trail where needed.
On May 30, Lawson Reeves, myself, and our wives put in a long day at the Sugarloaf lean-to.
We put on 3 rolls roofing, braced the lean-to, replaced needed bunk poles, left dry firewood,
piled up the old shingles and boards, and thoroughly cleaned up the area. Then cleaned out
blowdowns and improved the trail on the way back to the highway. Spring, latrine and tin can
signs are up and provisions made at the Sugarloaf lean-to.
Lawson Reeves has written detailed reports of these two work trips so I have only briefly
mentioned them.
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We are planning a work trip real soon to the section between Orbeton Stream and Spaulding Mtn.
lean-to.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark
June 15, 1950. Bronson W. Griscom to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
Thank you very much for your note with the postcard. The mysterious scythe belongs to me and
as far as I know it was safely stored in the leanto on Poplar Ridge but maybe it was left
somewhere else by error.
I was also interested in the reference in this postcard to possible trails up Abraham and Crocker
as these mountains are in my immediate neighborhood. As you probably know, Mt. Abraham is
not trailless. It has a seven-mile Fire Warden's trail on the other side of the mountain from me
called the Kingfield side. In addition I have made two rough trails to the top on my side.
Crocker, however, is trailless as far as I know and presents quite a challenge to some enterprising
person. Perhaps I shall take a crack at a rough trail myself some time although I don't want you
to draw any inference from this that I consider myself to be enterprising.
I have walked over a good many stretches of your long Trail section and I think that you have
done an awfully good job. I hope very much that we can meet some time. Possibly you would
like to try my section and then pay me a visit at my little farm in East Madrid.
June 15, 1950. Myron Avery to John W. Clark.
Dear Jack:
Your handwritten letter of June 11th and your typed letter of June 12th brought almost as much
consternation and dismay as word of the Maine hurricane of 1937.
I appreciate all the considerations set out in your letter and your appraisal and conscientious
approach to the situation. While your letter did not deal with ways and means and how the
resulting problems were to be met, I am sure that you will have a full appreciation of their
seriousness and the impact here and elsewhere.
I have been obliged to explain the situation rather fully to Miss Stephenson, by reason of her
publicity activities, and to Miss Park, because of the impact upon the treasury. We have given
thought to how we are going to carry on. If this were before the meeting in April, we could recast
plans and deal with the situation appropriately. It is doubly difficult now since, in the division
between yourself and Chorzempa, the area for which you assumed responsibility is the one
where problems, particularly, had to be cared for during 1950. A failure to see these matters
through will mean a very heavy set-back.
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1 know that you fully realize that there is much that you will need to do to effect a "shift-over”.
We will have to re-align assignments to prevent a complete collapse of all work until we can
have our next meeting.
As I see the situation, the practical approach is this. We will immediately re-assign and relieve
you of as many of your obligations as we can take on with efficiency. You will have to check
into your correspondence and definitely determine some matters. My preliminary concern lies
with your commitments in connection with the work trip on the Barren-Chalrback Range and to
Moxie Pond. I judge from your letter that you have done nothing in the way of enlisting any
workers. To salvage this, we could arrange to have Anderson and his companion start in with
you and you could get them underway. A check on this work is absolutely necessary. If you get
them started, I could rearrange my plans and go to the area a week or ten days later to determine
how matters have come on. The Moxie Pond trip is only a matter of a week end. It is not just a
matter of participating in these trips but of seeing them to a successful conclusion. As to sections
of trail which you have taken over, I am glad to know from your letter that you expect to care for
them personally.
To reduce this matter to a specific basis, as far as I can remember off-hand the outstanding
problems, I propose that we proceed as follows:
l. I will pick up the correspondence on the Rhode Island offer of assistance, write Mr. Childs and
endeavor to work out arrangements whereby he and his associates will contribute enough to
permit hiring trail work for some section, probably in the Monson area.
2. I will follow through on the matter of the University of Maine Outing Club and see that
arrangements are made for a trail demonstration.
3. I will pick up the correspondence with the HI-Y Club at Old Town, Maine, and determine
whether there is any possibility of getting that group interested.
4. I have written Anderson. If the failure to notify him has not resulted in his securing other
employment, we will supervise the matter of his working on the trail between Blanchard and
Cloud Pond. When you go through with your work trip to Long Pond you could start him there.
5. You will deliver to Chorzempa the complete set of trail reports.
6. You will write me specifically as to what stencils on the list have not been furnished to
Lawson Reeves and, particularly, whether you made the stencil which was discussed at the
meeting for the Cable Bridge.
7. You will list the tools end equipment which you have on hand and assemble it for shipment.
My suggestions for salvaging the matter boils down to relieving you of all activities and
commitments except the two announced work trips and your trail sections. As to the Moxie Pond
trip, if you are still pressed, you might be able to explain the situation and induce some of the
Wilton group to substitute for you and take it over.
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I hope you will see that what I have been trying to say — and perhaps not too clearly or
effectively — because of our consternation of the unexpected developments — is that we must
immediately give thought to the problems of closing out matters in a responsible and efficient
fashion.
Because of the apparent personal aspect of your note, I had thought that you would wish to have
me return it. [This explains why the letters to which Avery was responding are not in the State
Library collection, but the June 12 typed letter was included in the Jack Clark letter collection
contributed by his son Larry and I have included it in this transcription.]
It goes without saying that, aside from my consternation at having our well-laid plans fall apart
at this late date (and having to add to my present over-load by picking up the pieces until we can
make new arrangements), I am personally yery sorry to see you drop out of active participation
in the trail work. I can realize, of course, that your work must take precedence and I know you
would not take this action at this time unless you felt it necessary. I am glad that you will
continue to carry on as a "one man trail crew” and will look forward to hearing from you as to
your personal efforts from time to time. I shall also look forward to the time when the situation
changes so you can re-assume responsibilities other than for a specific section.
There is very little time left on these matters and as a personal favor, I am asking if you will not
deal with this letter immediately. If writing is a burden, it will be a saving to me in labor and
time to have you telephone me, with the charges reversed. You will invariably find me at my
office until 7:00 p.m. The telephone number is Liberty 5-6700. Extension 52652.
June 15, 1950. Myron Avery to Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine.
Dear Milton:
I wrote you a day or two ago on the assumption that Mr. John Clark, Overseer of Trails, had been
in touch with you. I find that Mr. Clark has been prevented from dealing with the matter and has
not written you. I suppose, however, that because of my earlier letter you are still available and
ready to go to work as soon as your trip is over. By reason of Mr. Clark’s non-availability, we
will make arrangements directly with you, give you work orders, arrange your pay, and do
everything the same as last year.
This year there will be no painting required. I think that by reason of the flies and the necessity
for getting as much of the summer growth out as possible that it would be well not to start before
the first of July.
You would start at Little Wilson and work through to Blanchard. This year we would want you
to put in a day clearing the two side trails. By reason of the work that you did last year this
should not be too much of a job. Of course, you will bear in mind to throw out all of the dead
stuff which we called attention to when we went through on our trip. The next job would be
between Blanchard and Monson, which would not take more than three days.
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The University of Maine Outing Club worked in from Blanchard toward Moxie Dam. We do not
know just how far they went. We have to do quite a bit of work between Cloud Pond and Long
Pond. Before that, you could put in a couple of days clearing between Long Pond Stream and
Cloud Pond.
I am not quite sure how we will handle the work between Cloud Pond and Long Pond. Because
of the trouble with camping, if we can get a satisfactory rate, we would probably try to have you
stay at the sporting camp there for a few days. If we pay for the board and lodging, there would,
of course, be some credit against the amount paid you since you would be having your meals,
etc., furnished. This would not come up until later, about the middle of July.
You would do the same as last year in the way of sending in detailed reports of what you do each
day, trail conditions, etc. We would pay you at the same rate and in the same way. I think that
you will find that you will cover more ground and have a more interesting summer than last year.
When you get this letter, please write me as soon as possible so that I may know that Mr. Clark’s
not being able to take matters up with you has not upset the arrangements.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Treasurer
June 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa, Box 64, Dryden, Maine.
Dear Louis:
I was glad to have your letter of June l4th, which I have read with great interest. There was some
discussion at our meeting of this section between Grafton Notch and Old Speck which is
unsassigned.
The Appalachian Mountain Club's Mahoosuc Trail starts at Old Speck. The Club is very
particular about its Trail system. It does not believe in paint blazes. Consequently, as the
Guidebook says, our paint blazes officially stop at the top of Old Speck. However, the CCC
continued these blazes and they are probably still in existence but getting faint. Due to the open
stretches, they would be of great help. Many travelers of this section have written about it but the
Appalachian Mountain Club sticks to its practices. We have to be at great pains not to trespass on
their prerogatives. They maintain the lean-tos, of course, on the Mahoosuc Trail which we had
described as public campsites.
There are several things that need to be done on this short section. They are the repainting and
installation of metal markers.
The mile markers I put in prior to the war when I measured the section. I am glad to see that you
were able to put up the board signs.
The East Spur Trail is quite a problem and I have wondered whether, without any sponsor, it is
worth trying to describe in the Guidebook. I hope that shortly we can find a sponsor for it and
have the necessary repainting done. I would like to have a sharp contrast between where our
paint blazes end and the Appalachian Mountain Club's unpainted trail starts.
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I have also read with much interest of your trips to Sugarloaf and Spaulding. I will send you,
within a day or two, copies of correspondence with the Central Maine Power Company, which
represents a surprising development. Due to Helon Taylor's illness, I had wondered how we
could get this relocation accomplished. At the moment, it begins to look as if Central Maine
intends to do something about this portion.
As I wrote you before, Mt. Bigelow seems to be your major problem.
I appreciate your pains in keeping me advised.
cc: Lawson Reeves, Jean Stephenson
June 16, 1990. Myron Avery to H. B. Childs, 335 Pleasant Street, Rumford, R. I.
Dear Hank:
I am picking up, rather belatedly, as far as the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is concerned, an
item of unfinished business.
Some time back, you wrote Miss Stephenson of the interest of yourself and a few of your friends
in the Appalachian Trail in Maine. That was most encouraging. The matter was taken up at the
meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in Lewiston and arrangements were made whereby
our Overseer of Trails, Mr. John W. Clark, of South Windham, Maine, was to immediately
communicate with you and indicate the situation. I had spoken to Mr. Clark about the matter and
had thought that advantage had been taken of your expression of interest. Unfortunately, Mr.
Clark has experienced a personal situation which has precluded his giving any attention to these
matters. Consequently, quite a few items of unfinished business have been dropped into my lap
and this represents my efforts to pick up the thread. I hope this explanation will serve to explain
the situation and eliminate any impression which you have been most justified in forming of a
lack of interest in your proposal.
A major problem is the unassigned section between the Barren-Chairback Range and Moxie
Pond. You will see it on the map and in the Guidebook. The University of Maine Outing Club
ran a work trip toward Moxie Mountain from Blanchard. There are two short sections to the east.
It happens that last year we used some local talent. One of the boys, Milton Anderson, of
Monson, Maine, proved to be an excellent worker. Our funds are more than exhausted by the
necessity of contributing from the Walter D. Greene fund to the restoration of the Cable Bridge.
However, our program of publicity for Maine has brought with it a burden to see that the Trail is
in good order. Accordingly, we have made arrangements with Anderson for him and a
companion from Monson to work in that area. We pay $4.80 a day. These boys furnish their own
transportation. Fortunately, the road system permits working these sections. The Monson to
Blanchard area requires about three days’ work. Bodfish Farm to Monson would take six or
seven days (perhaps more) for two men.
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Because of the emergency situation, we are starting Anderson and his companion on this work.
In line with your suggestion to Miss Stephenson, you and your friends might wish to take,
formally, one of these sections and, pending the developments of better arrangements, plan to
have it cleared through some arrangement such as we are using this year with Anderson.
If this thought appeals and plans are worked out, the matter could be made retroactive for this
year. However, we are going ahead with the clearing and will find the funds somewhere.
I thought in view of the delay which has been experienced that I should make as specific a
proposal as possible.
I am very sorry over the way this matter has developed but I hope that I have reduced the matter
to a definite basis.
I certainly seems more than eleven years ago that we were at Katahdin and you were the “official
greeter” for the Conference.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
June 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Box I65, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Stan:
It looks as if I shall have to take over, for the summer, a lot of matters which I had expected that
Jack Clark would care for.
In this connection, I want to make sure that there does not occur any failure to utilize all
available tendered sources of assistance in trail work.
In this connection, I am wondering about the Mechanics Falls Explorer Scouts. Do you know
what arrangements were made for their participation or the extent to which they are available? I
do not have the name of the Scout Executive who brought the boys to the meeting. If you can tell
me the situation it will help greatly.
If there is anyone else I should write, will you give me the address.
{Miss S.}
June 16, 1950. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House Strasburg,
Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I am replying to that portion of your letter of June l4th which relates to our order for a new
edition of Publication No. 17, the leaflet on “The Appalachian Trail”.
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We agree that the changes in the list of publications undoubtedly make it essential to re-set the
copy. We are glad to know that you will send proof as soon as possible.
We have concluded that to avoid the possibility of exhausting the item and having to make an
emergency call, we will place the order in the amount of five thousand (5,000). If you will have
noted the practice previously followed to have those sent forward in smaller boxes with a
statement on each box as to the number contained therein, it will help very much, indeed.
We will expedite the return of the proof to you in every possible way.
We understand that you will keep the type standing on the job after you have run this edition.
P.S. We understand from Mr. Blackburn that we can expect 50 copies of “Letter to Inquirer”
next Tuesday.
cc: Miss Stephenson, Miss Giller, Frank Schairer, Miss Park—Please take the necessary action to
note the quantity of this order on the inventory cards. M.H.A.
June 16, 1950. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House Strasburg,
Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
This letter relates to the portion of your letter of June 14th which deals with the Katahdin Reprint.
We appreciate all your efforts and trust that next week will bring the remaining installment of the
galley proof. I am to be away a great deal after the first of July and it was my hope that all proof
matters would be finished in June. This is apart from the fact that we have a great demand for the
publication and the summer is our sales season.
Mr. Blackburn delivered to you a quantity of Map No. 2. I anticipate passing through Strasburg
on Sunday, June 25th, and will leave 1,500 folded copies of Map No. 3, which go into the reprint.
As far as Mr. Blackburn could remember, you mentioned three matters.
(1) The number of copies: The order is 1,500. If it expedites matters, we can do with a lesser
number at the outset. One hundred copies from the first run are to be sent to Mrs. Fred Pitman,
Katahdin Stream Campground, Millinocket, Maine, express prepaid. This is urgent and should
comprise the first volumes prepared.
(2) The color of the cover. We confirm Mr. Blackburn's statement that green is to be used. You
said at the time of our visit that you could furnish the same type of cover stock. I suggested, to
avoid any possible difficulty, that you send us a sample of the stock and color. Our recollection
is that you said it was the same stock that you used on the Southern Guide.
(3) Mr. Blackburn thought that your third inquiry related to the Maine Guide but he could not
recall the significance. Please advise if there is any outstanding question.
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It would be of greatest help if you can rush forward the remaining proof.
cc: Miss Stephenson, Miss Park
June 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle, 103 Beach Street, Saco, Maine .
Dear Clair:
I remember that at the time of your very welcome appearance at the meeting at Lewiston in April
you said that there was a probability that you could put in a week end on some trail work.
We had expected that these matters could be cared for by John Clark but, due to a most
unexpected change in arrangements, these things have been dropped into my lap, as an
emergency matter. Some of the unfinished business presents quite a problem.
I am trying to determine what resources we can count on. I don’t know just how you are situated,
as far as access is concerned, but the area where you could be of greatest help, at the moment, is
in the Third West Branch Ponds area. There are ample camping places around the Ponds, which
make a good base. One has to make arrangements to get through the gate which is nine miles
from Kokadjo. This can be done through Chadwick’s Camps. As you know, there is an eightmile stretch running toward Yoke Ponds and a trip in that area would be of great help to us. We
would have to arrange for you to get the necessary tools from Jack Clark, who has a cache at his
home at South Windham.
I do not know whether you have the revised Guidebook for this area and the map corrections. If
this is something where you can help within the next six weeks and will let me know, I can go
into further detail. There are some other unassigned sections and if you have any preference you
will, of course, let me know.
It will help us greatly if you can let me hear from you at your earliest opportunity.
June 16, 1950. Myron Avery to W. B. Gatchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Company
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Gatchell:
I have your letter of June 12th, which arrived just as I was on the point of making inquiry to
assure myself that our communication of April 11th had been received.
The Appalachian Trail Conference is very appreciative of your interest in the matter of the
relocation of The Appalachian Trail on the east end of Mt. Bigelow and of the action taken. We
are fully in agreement with your thought that The Appalachian Trail should be routed past the
firetower. It is a mountain-top trail and, as you suggest, should seek out and follow the high
points.
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As a Maine resident, I am frequently in the State. I had discussed, a short time ago, with Forest
Commissioner Nutting and Forest Supervisor Hutton the change in the Forest Service trail on Mt.
Bigelow. I had understood that the Forest Service trail, which was built last fall, extended from
the end of the truck road on the Stratton Brook flowage through to the firetower. The
Appalachian Trail comes in to this road at the west end of the Stratton Brook flowage from The
Homs Ponds. Perhaps there is some other development with which I am not familiar.
I am enclosing a map which will be of use in indicating the former Appalachian Trail route.
From the Ledge House the route climbed to the crest of Little Bigelow, followed its length,
dropped down into a saddle, then climbed to the East Peak, where the fire tower is located.
Beyond, it extended over the West Peak and the Bigelow Range, dropping down to The Horns
Ponds and then to the Stratton Brook flowage. When the Forest Service trail was rebuilt, we gave
some thought to the possible advantage of using it between Stratton Brook flowage and the
firetower. That thought was abandoned because we did not wish to lose the three miles of ridge
crest on Mt. Bigelow with its unbroken coniferous stand. Due to extended lumber operations,
that is now rare in Maine.
Mr. Helon N. Taylor of Eustis, Maine, who is employed by the Forest Service, last winter
sketched out a relocation for the trail. This is indicated on the enclosed map. You will note that it
follows around the edge of the flowage and then climbs to the crest of Little Bigelow. Here it
intersects the old route.
Our problem, as you will see, is a relocation around the flowage at the Ledge House to the
summit of Little Bigelow.
Mr. Taylor reported at the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at Lewiston last April
that he had found a very feasible route. This, however, has not been cleared.
I am somewhat uncertain as to whether the Chief Fire Warden, with whom your engineer was in
contact, was aware of the work that Mr. Taylor had done in the way of preliminarily determining
the relocation. Since we would come into the old route on Little Bigelow and intended to follow
the crest of the mountain all the way, our plans did not contemplate following a lower contour
down the mountain. I trust that what I have written will advance matters.
I am enclosing an extra copy of this letter and of the map, which you may wish to put in the
hands of your engineer. In any event, if your engineer could check the situation with Mr. Taylor,
I am sure that there would be made very clear the matter of the proposed relocation. The problem
now, as we see it. is the clearing of the route, which Mr. Taylor had roughly marked, to the
extent that he said it could be followed for the purposes of having the trail open.
It may be of interest to you to have a copy of an item on the trail system on Mt. Bigelow, which
appeared in Appalachia, together with the map of the trail system on the mountain.
If this letter does not clarify the situation fully, I shall be glad to deal with further inquiries.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Taylor so that he will be advised as to the situation.
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In view of the publicity which the trail in Maine is receiving, we are most anxious to eliminate
this problem at the earliest moment. Consequently, we are most appreciative of your taking up
the matter at this time and we shall await with interest your advices as to the action taken by the
Company.
Cc: Mr. Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine
Enclosures:

2 copies M.A.T.C. Map No. 10
2 copies M.A.T.C. Map No. 8
2 copies of “Maine’s Second Mountain”
Extra copy this letter

cc (all with copy of incoming letter):
John W. Clark
S. B. Attwood
Louis Chorzempa
Lawson Reeves
Helon Taylor
Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr.
Jean Stephenson
Marion Park
Roy P. Fairfield
June 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Merle Linwood Jordan, 85 Jefferson Street, Old Town,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Jordan:
As I recall, our last correspondence was after the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
at Lewiston, Maine, in April. I wrote you, expressing regret at your inability to get to Lewiston
from Augusta and said that Mr. Clark, Overseer of Trails, would be in touch with you. I do not
know whether you have heard from Mr. Clark but, because of a change in arrangements, I am
writing directly to you.
My last letter suggested that you might find it preferable to wait until the fly season was over.
If you will let me know the plans for your group, what time you have available, etc., we can then
proceed to make some definite arrangements.
I shall be very much pleased to hear from you at an early date.
June 17, 1950. Helon Taylor, Maine Forest Service, Eustis, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
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Yours of June 13th received. I am sorry to say that I have not been able to do a thing on the Trail
this spring. My foot is still bothering me and it looks now as if it will be some time before I will
be able to do any walking. I have an appointment with Dr. Ruhlin in Bangor next Wednesday,
June 21st, and after that, I may know more about it. I have been laid up for a month now and it
looks like it may be another month before I will be all right again and able to do trail work.
If the Central Maine Power Company would pay the bill I could get some one else to clear the
section of new trail around the end of flowage at Ledge House. I have tools enough and I could
get down there and show them how it should be done. There are plenty of young fellows around
that would like the work and do a good job. Otherwise I will get it done as soon as I am able.
Thanks for your letter and sorry I had to hold up the works this spring but I guess it is just one of
those things that could not be helped.
cc: Lawson Reeves, Louis Chorzempa, John W. Clark, Roy Fairfield, Jean Stephenson, Marion
Park
June 17, 1950. Milton L. Anderson to MyronAvery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have not received any orders from Jack Clark as yet. I’m writing him a letter to find out where
to work and make other arrangements.
No my plans have not changed and still willing to work.
Yes the first part of the season was dry but we have had plenty of rain lately.
I have also received the nails you sent.
I hear that the trail up around the Wilson River has a lot of big trees down across it. I don’t know
for sure but two or three people have told me this.
June 19, 1950. Myron Avery to J. H. Wyatt, Editorial Division, U. S. Geological Survey,
General Services Building (Room 6216), Washington 25, D.C.
Dear Mr. Wyatt:
I refer to my note of March 16, 1950, which forwarded to you, for what use they might serve,
copies of the I950 issues of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club Maps No. 2 and 4. The former
covers the terrain of The Traveler and it will be of help, I think, in matters of nomenclature.
We have printed another map which will appear in the Katahdin Reprint of the Maine Guide.
This covers the terrain between the Penobscot East and West Branches for most of which (except
for the Katahdin Quadrangle) there are no detailed maps. I am enclosing two copies which will
be of help, I trust, in editorial matters for this area.
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I have sent half a dozen copies to Mr. Watson for use by his people working in the area.
I have checked, with greatest interest, the shaded edition of the Old Speck, Maine, quadrangle. I
assume that since it was a reprinting there was no change in the plates. I am under the impression
that I previously reported, when this map first appeared, some changes in the nomenclature
around Baldpate. “Baldpate Mtn.” should be substituted for "'Saddleback Mtn.” The term
“Baldpate Mtn.” should be "East Peak”.
There is a blue-blazed trail called the "East Spur Trail” running from the cabin half way up the
Old Speck Trail to the firetower. Since this was not in existence at the time of the original map, I
assume that it would not appear on any revision. I mention it so that the point will be on record.
The building (lumber camp) immediately north of Surplus Pond has gone.
I have marked up an old 1945 map and attach it for the purpose of having it placed with the
records for correction on this sheet. I assume that you will take the necessary steps to have this
letter, of which I shall enclose an extra copy, placed with the Old Speck records.
Enclosures: Corrected copy Old Speck Quadrangle
cc: Stanley B. Attwood, Louis Chorzempa, Lawson Reeves, Roy P. Fairfield, Jean Stephenson
Note for Roy Fairfield: When you make the change on Maine Highway 4 and if you go over
Sable Mountain, the point will need be borne in mind in order to report the changes on the
U.S.G.S. I have asked the Division of Distribution to mail each of you a copy of the I950 edition,
which is very impressive in the new shaded relief.
June 19, 1950. Myron Avery to Honorable A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
My dear Mr. Nutting:
I refer to my letter of March 17, 1950, with which there was forwarded copies of the recently
printed Maps Nos. 2 and 4 by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
I had thought that it would be of interest to you to have, at this time, two copies of the other map
which will be contained in the Katahdin Reprint. This is Map No. 3. It is being printed as a
preliminary one-color edition in order to obtain the benefit of the corrections and changes which
will, no doubt, be reported since the map covers such a large area not included in other maps.
Our expectation is that the Katahdin section of the Maine Guide will be available for distribution
about mid-July. We shall take pleasure in forwarding to you, at that time, a copy of the Katahdin
Reprint without any further communication.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Wilkins with two copies of the map. Copies of the letter
and the same number of the map have also gone forward to Supervisors Hutton and Pendleton. If
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there are any Chief Wardens to whom you wish copies sent, we will be glad to send forward
copies on the receipt of your advices.
I would appreciate your sending to us at this time a copy of the 1950 Directory of the Forest
Service.
Enclosures - 2 copies of Map No. 3.
cc: Ass’t. Forest Commissioner Wilkins, Supervisors Hutton and Pendleton
Miss Stephenson.
June 19, 1950. Myron Avery to Honorable George J. Stobie, Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries and Game Augusta, Maine.
My dear Mr. Stobie:
I refer to my letter of March 17, 1950, with which there was forwarded copies of the recently
printed Maps Nos. 2 and 4 by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
I had thought that it would be of interest to you to have, at this time, two copies of the other map
which will be contained in the Katahdin Reprint. This is Map No. 3. It is being printed as a
preliminary one-color edition in order to obtain the benefit of the corrections and changes which
will, no doubt, be reported since the map covers such a large area not included in other maps.
Our expectation is that the Katahdin section of the Maine Guide will be available for distribution
about mid-July. We shall take pleasure in forwarding to you, at that time, a copy of the Katahdin
Reprint without any further communication.
Enclosures - 2 copies of Map No. 3.
cc: Miss Stephenson
June 19, 1950. Myron Avery to The Honorable Ralph W. Faris, Attorney General, State of
Maine, Augusta, Maine.
My dear Mr, Faris:
I refer to my letter of March 17, 1950, with which there was forwarded copies of the recently
printed Maps Nos. 2 and 4 by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
I had thought that it would be of interest to you to have, at this time, two copies of the other map
which will be contained in the Katahdin Reprint. This is Map No. 3. It is being printed as a
preliminary one-color edition in order to obtain the benefit of the corrections and changes which
will, no doubt, be reported since the map covers such a large area not included in other maps.
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Our expectation is that the Katahdin section of the Maine Guide will be available for distribution
about mid-July. We shall take pleasure in forwarding to you, at that time, a copy of the Katahdin
Reprint without any further communication.
Enclosures - 2 copies of Map No. 3.
cc: Miss Stephenson
June 19, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. Fred Pitman, Katahdin Stream Campground
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Fred:
I am enclosing, as a souvenir of our trip, two copies of the new map of the Katahdin region. This
will appear in the Katahdin Reprint, of which Miss Park will send Mrs. Pitman one hundred
copies, by express, just as soon as the volume is off the press. We are also arranging to have a
mounted copy of this map sent to Mrs. Pitman for exhibition, the same as the two-color map
recently sent her.
Since the map covers a lot of new territory, I think it will be of much interest.
Enclosures - 2 copies of Map No. 3.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
June 19, 1950. Myron Avery to Ralph Robinson, Ranger, Chimney Pond Campground
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Ralph:
I had thought that I would send you in advance of its appearing in the Katahdin Reprint, two
copies of our new map which covers the area between the Penobscot East and West Branches.
We sent to you during the winter copies of the new Map No. 2, covering The Traveler area, and
Map No. 4, which was in two colors. If you failed to receive them, let me know. Our new
Katahdin Guide, which will include these maps, will be ready about July first. They will be
stocked, as usual, at Katahdin Stream and we expect to allow 35¢ on each Guide. I will bear in
mind to have a copy of the Guide sent to you for your own use.
I shall hope to see you this summer.
Enclosures - 2 copies of Map No. 3.
cc: Miss Stephenson
June 19, 1950. Myron Avery to Elmer Wilson, Shin Pond, Maine.
Dear Mr. Wilson:
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I take it that you duly received my letter of March 19, 1950, with respect to Maps Nos. 2 and 4.
Map No. 3 has just come from the printer and I am enclosing three copies. It would help, if you
could, as you fly over the country during the summer, check on one of these copies and send it
back to us in a couple of months.
We will send, in about three weeks, mounted copies of this map to the proprietor of Shin Pond
House, which can be hung up on the wall.
Since you know this country so well, it will be of great help to have the benefit of your
corrections.
Enclosure - 3 copies of Map No. 3.
cc: Miss Stephenson
June 19, 1950. Myron Avery to L. S. Cook, Spruce Wood Department, Great Northern
Paper Company, 6 State Street, Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Cook:
We have just completed the preparation of a new Trail Club Map for the area between the
Penobscot East and West Branches. I enclose two copies.
If there are any road developments planned, in addition to the Upper St. Johns area, I should be
glad to know of them.
Enclosure: 2 copies of Map No. 3
cc: Miss Stephenson
June 19, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Gene Letourneau, Kennebec Journal, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Letourneau:
Since you found useful the map we sent you some months ago covering the area from Katahdin
to the East Branch of Pleasant River and have since commented on the lamentable lack of good
maps for much of Maine, I thought you would be interested in seeing the latest map issued by the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
I am, therefore, enclosing a copy of M.A.T.C. Map No. 3, KATAHDIN REGION MAP. It is the
most comprehensive map yet issued on that area and includes the entire region between the East
and West Branches of the Penobscot, containing features not appearing on any other map. It
should be extremely useful to all interested, for any reason, in the Maine woods.
We will be glad to have you mention it in your column, if you agree with this appraisal, for while
we are not particularly concerned in stimulating sales of it, we issued it for use and to introduce
that region to those who are interested in the woods. I know from my own reaction and
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experience that one of the best ways to let people know of something new about the area is to
have you mention it!
A supply is available in several places in Maine, but particularly with the Maine Publicity
Bureau. The general sales, by mail, are handled for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club (which is
an entirely volunteer organization) through the headquarters of the Appalachian Trail Conference,
1916 Sunderland Place, Washington 6, D.C. The price is 35¢.
June 19, 1950. John W. Clark to Amos Winter.
Dear Amos,
I imagine that by this time you are considering putting away the “boards” for the season
(although it is not yet the 4th of July).
I am interested in whatever progress you may have made on Sugarloaf, and my offer to help for a
weekend still holds. I can bring the chain saw along for whatever it is worth in that type of work.
This is also a very belated thanks for a very pleasant week-end on Bigelow last February.
June 19, 1950. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
I have already loaded on you the task, during the summer, of trying to make contact with your
opposite number in the University of Maine Outing club and ascertaining what they did. I am
afraid that they did not get very far in toward Moxie Mountain. One difficulty is illustrated by
the building of a bridge at Marble Brook, which was no doubt high at the time of the work crew,
but is a mere trickle in the summer. Somehow and someway we are going to have to try to make
contact, show these people proper procedures and try to have their contribution become
systematic and effective.
There is one other thing. Louis Chorzempa wrote me that he had made an inspection trip from
Grafton Notch to Old Speck and, as I said at the meeting, the section needs painting and A.T.
markers. You said that you thought you had a friend in Saco who would be interested in this
short assignment. It is Forest Service trail and no work is required. If your friend wanted to do
more, he could repainting and do clearing on the blue-blazed East Spur side trail.
In view of Louis’ inspection trip, I would like to bring this matter to a conclusion. Would you be
in a position to check with your friend and see what can be done? If the prospects are favorable, I
would suggest that you let Louis have his name and address so that he can take appropriate
action. Paint and equipment can be obtained from John Clark’s cache.
For information purposes, I am enclosing a copy of this report of this section, made on a trip
(David Sawyer and myself) in September, 1940, together with a summary of Chorzempa’s report.
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We would have to caution your friend that his activities cease at the junction of the trail to the
firetower on the top of Old Speck. We have our last board signs here, except the one on the
Maine-New Hampshire line, which the Appalachian Mountain Club trail crew put up for us. The
A.M.C. does not use paint blazes and we have to be careful not to trespass on their prerogatives.
If you can follow through, it would be most helpful.
I hope that you have a summer as pleasant as you anticipate.
Enclosure: Copy of Sept. 1940 Trail Report
cc: Louis Chorzempa, Lawson Reeves
June 20, 1950. Myron Avery to W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Co., Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Getchell:
I om supplementing my letter of June 16, 1950, in connection with the relocation of the
Appalachian Troll on Little Bigelow.
Subsequent to my letter to you I had a communication from Maine Forest Service Warden Helon
Taylor who, as I wrote, had preliminarily blazed the relocation. I had suggested that your
engineer make contact with Mr. Taylor.
Mr. Taylor writes that a pedal disability precludes any extensive walking at the present time but
that he could indicate the route to your engineer. He also says that if the Central Maine Power
Company should elect to proceed to have the trail cleared that there are a number of young men
available who would like to work and would do a good job. I am sending this information to you
since it seems to point the way to a practical method of eliminating this problem immediately.
The Appalachian Trail Conference is most anxious to restore the broken link in Maine and we
trust that you will find it possible to proceed, as Mr. Taylor has suggested.
We shall appreciate very much, indeed, having your advices, at your earliest convenience, as to
the action which the Power Company will take in connection with Mr. Taylor's suggested
method of procedure.
cc:

Mr. Helon Taylor
John W. Clark
Stanley B. Attwood
Louis Chorzempa
Lawson Reeves

Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr.
Roy P. Fairfield
Jean Stephenson
Marion Park

June 20, 1950. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Supervisor, Baxter State Park, Millinocket,
Maine.
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Dear Hal:
I am sending to you half a dozen folded copies of Map No. 3, which has just come off the press. I
think that it came out very well, indeed, for a one-color job and gives a lot of contrast. So far, we
have noted two "busts”. One was the failure to obliterate the former location of Weed Pond and
the other the failure to get out the trail on the middle of the South Branch of the Wassataquoik.
You pointed out these corrections but in making the corrections on the negatives the printer just
did not accomplish the corrections adequately.
We have sent copies to Faris, Nutting and Stobie. I have sent one to Fred Pitman as a souvenir of
our trip, to Elmer Wilson, Dr. Rogers, Mitchell and Scribner. I have sent two to Ralph Robinson.
We are proceeding to have the mounted plastic copies fixed up as fast as possible and will get
them to you in due course. They will be very fine for exhibition purposes, I think. There will be
four of these, which will go to you at Millinocket, unless we have other advices.
You might retain one of these folded copies as a master copy and note on it "changes and
corrections”. Since the map takes in so much new territory, these should be quite numerous.
The Katahdin Reprint should be available shortly after the first of July.
As soon as you have a breathing space in your new job, we shall look forward to hearing from
you.
Enclosure - 6 copies of Map No. 3
cc: Miss Stephenson
Undated

BRIDGE ACROSS PENOBSCOT WEST BRANCH, MAINE, REBUILT

Many members of the Adirondack Mountain Club visit Katahdin in Maine each year. Frequently
they wish to extend their travels down The Appalachian Trail for three, four or more days. For
over ten years the Cable Bridge at Nesowadnehunk Falls has served as a crossing of the
Penobscot West Branch, and rendered such trips practicable. Unfortunately, last year a section of
the bridge dropped away, making such trips impossible.
The bridge has now been rebuilt. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club and the Great Northern
Paper Company provided the funds. The Maine State Highway Department, under the direction
of Forest Commissioner A. D. Nutting, did the work. The bridge will be open July 1. After that
date, the former extended trips south from Katahdin will once again be practicable.
June 20, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. C. J. Kealiher, West Branch Ponds Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
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Dear Cliff:
I am glad to have your letter of June 14th and to know that your plans for taking over the Camps
have materialized. We will have the change announced in our Guidebook and in Appalachian
Trailway News. You have a good location and I think will find it a profitable undertaking under
your management.
Miss Stephenson sent a copy of our new Map No. 4, mounted, so that it could be hung up where
people can see it. We have just issued another map and, while it is not in your territory, it may be
of interest to you to have it. This is Map No. 3 and covers the country immediately north of Map
No. 4.
It happens that just before I received your letter, I had a reply to our inquiry addressed to the
Hollingsworth & Whitney Company. This letter indicated that there was no chance of their
reaching the trail route this year. We are thankful because that means one problem less.
We will appreciate your keeping us posted of developments in the country. We are changing
your name on the mailing list, so that our publications will come directly to you.
I remember how much you helped us that day on White Cap and we appreciate your offer of
continued cooperation. I am looking forward to seeing you this summer.
Enclosure - 1 copy of Map No. 3
cc: Miss Stephenson, Miss Giller
To be noted as a change in the Maine Guidebook
June 21, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield, Bates College.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I do not know whether you are still in Lewiston, for you made some mention of leaving for
Oklahoma, However, I think you can answer these questions from memory, so the fact that you
are away from your records will make no difference.
First, though, I want to say that all the various photographs, exhibits, slides, etc., arrived safely. I
appreciate the way in which you sent them to the various places, so that we had little trouble in
getting them delivered to us. I understand your exhibit and various showing excited considerable
favorable comment.
You will recall I took some notes on the M.A.T.C. meeting. You mentioned that a friend in Saco
was interested in Old Speck and some comment was made about getting him to take over that
section. I did not make a note of his name and address, and when Myron and I were checking
over the "loose ends" and the trail section assignments, it appears that this was left somewhat “up
in the air". Can you tell me the name and address of your friend? Would it do for Myron to write
and ask him to take over the section from Grafton Notch to the summit of Old Speck? Or would
you want to write him about it? It is a matter of painting it, and seeing that it is kept painted, so it
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isn't too big a job. But it is one that ought to be assigned to some one and if your friend isn't in a
position to take it, we ought to be looking for someone else to do it. I would be glad to hear from
you about this, or you might write directly to Myron about it. I told him my notes were
incomplete, but I did not think anyone was left with the job of making the contact, but if anyone
was, it was you and I would ask you!
Next and last point: The University of Maine Outing Club ran a trip to Moxie Bald, according to
newspaper accounts reaching me. A girl hurt her ankle, etc. That ought to be written up for
TRAILWAY NEWS, but I hesitate to write there and ask for an account of their trip, since you
have been handling the contacts. Is there someone I can write you [sic] and ask for a story? If so,
who? Myron says the official assignment had not been made, but that you were going to check
the matter if you had a chance before you left Lewiston. Even if you didn't, could I write some
one, or had I better let it drop?
I am planning on painting Moxie Bald and as far as the Carry Ponds in late August.
June 23, 1950. Jack Clark to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
I have just returned from a week’s trip to find your letter of 6/15. I will put the information
together tomorrow and write you in detail Monday.
Unfortunately it looks at present as though I will be in the middle west the week-end of July 8. I
will not know definitely until the latter part of next week.
June 26, 1950. Clair Sawtelle, 103 Beach Street, Saco, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Your letter of the 15th just received, on my return to Saco after being in Waterville for about a
month. The letter should have been forwarded to me. Note your need of trail help in the Third
West Branch Ponds area. Would like to take this on, with a definite commitment, but at present
can't see my way to do so. I had in mind that I might get in on some week-end work with others.
My plans are only from day to day--which may seem inefficient but is the way I have been going
for some time now. I should much prefer to have the West Branch Ponds area in mind and get in
there if possible, under notification to you of course, rather than to make a definite commitment
at the present time.
All my trail-clearing tools burned up. Would like to get a weeder and a pair of long-handled
pruning shears. Could have used both on the Baldpate trail a month ago to good advantage. We
got some stuff out of the way, but needed everything, including an axe and saw for some
of it. Was on the AT from Bigelow station in to Stratton Brook Pond recently. Had intended to
climb Horns, but didn't have long enough day. The trail we covered is in excellent shape, and
some of the prettiest woods trail I have ever been over. Thought I might get some trout in the big
pool at the dam of Stratton Brook Pond, but no luck. I have the Maine AT Guidebook.
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Am planning reasonably soon to make Waterville my permanent headquarters. All my interests
are in that area, and there is nothing here in Saco to hold me. Ida is running the Indian Cellar
again this summer, and I hope she makes a million out of it, but have my doubts.
{Excerpt from letter [second paragraph] to Stephenson, Park, Attwood, Reeves, Chorzempa,
Clark, Sawyer, Fairfield, Helon Taylor}
June 26, 1950. A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks for your letter of June 19 and the enclosures.
I think you probably know that the Sourdnahunk Falls bridge was completed on June 7. I just
received more or less unpleasant news from the Highway Commission that the bridge cost
considerably more than their estimate. I do not know just how we will come out on it. I
understood from Mr. Wilder that it was over $2,000. He placed most of the blame for the high
cost to the road that had to be fixed up in order to get to the bridge. I do not know whether they
over-did the job or just what the problems were. So a situation which I thought was nearly ironed
out may still be embarrassing to me.
June 26, 1950. Myron Avery to J. W. Clark, R. F. D. #1, South Windham, Maine.
Dear Jack:
On my return from Southern Virginia, I have found your note of June 23rd.
I rather infer that you have made no plans with respect to the Barren-Chairback trip. Whether
you do it as scheduled or a week later would not seem too material if it consists of your own
efforts plus getting Anderson started. My own situation will require so much re-arranging that
one week end later or earlier will not add to the difficulties. The important thing is that we get
the work underway.
June 26, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I wish to report that Louis Chorzempa and myself hired a Jeep last Saturday and went in to
Orbeton Stream and worked on the trail Sat. and Sun. We cleared from about the nine and a half
mile to the eleven mile marker, part class A, and part of the way class B. Saturday morning
we had a heavy shower and another one Saturday afternoon, and with the bushes being wet, we
did not get dried out until Sunday night. The rest of the time we were soaking wet. The black
flies and mosquitoes were very bad so that we had a rough time of it. We will have to make
another trip yet this summer as we did not get as much done as we had hoped. There is a stretch
from about the eight and a half to the nine and a half mile, and from the eleven to the twelve mile
that still need work done and then the whole section will be in good shape.
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It makes it very difficult to get in now with the road closed off. We went in from East Madrid to
the chain and walked a mile in to the lumber camp at the trail. I hope that Bronson Griscom will
be able to help as in regards to transportation with his Jeep later this summer. We stopped at his
summer home but no one was there.
Louis Chorzempa had a letter from the fire warden on Old Speck. The new board signs at the
highway were up just one week before someone carried them off, pipe and all, also the sign
marking the Forest Service Lunch Ground. I will try to make duplicate signs but being as busy as
I am, I do not know when I will get them done. Louis says that the Fire Warden is very interested
and he thinks that he can be persuaded to take over clearing the East Spur trail if none of the
other proposed sponsors come through. He has some rainy days and when it is wet that he does
not have to go on the tower.
We hope that there will be a few from here to go to Moxie-Bald for the work trip in August.
Keep me posted on it anyway. There will not be anyone for the Barren-Chairback trip from here.
cc. Louis Chorzempa, John Clark, Helon Taylor, Jean Stephenson, Roy Fairfield, Bronson
Griscom
P.S. I read in the paper last week where Robert Dyer, former Custodian of Mt. Blue State Park at
Weld has been transferred to Mt. Katahdin. I do not know who he will replace. L.R.
June 27, 1950. Milton L. Anderson to MyronAvery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
I wrote to Mr. Clark a week ago, but I have not received no answer as yet.
We have been planning to start work the 27 of June and we have all our supplies and other things
ready.
We will start at the Little Wilson and work through to Blanchard.
June 28, I950. Myron Avery to Honorable A. D. Nutting Forest Commissioner Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
Thank you for your letter of June 26, 1950, advising me that the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge
was completed on June 7th.
We had received no word. In view of all your assistance in the matter I had refrained from
making any inquiry.
The matter of the cost is, of course, a most unwelcome development. I did not know of any local
activity or road development.
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It will be of interest to us to know exactly what was done and we will find that out from the
Highway Department.
I fear that we are somewhat late on the publicity angle in being a month over-due on the
announcement end.
In view of all your assistance and your ability to accomplish this project, I am sorry, indeed, that
it cannot be a completely closed chapter.
June 28, 1950. Austin Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am at a loss to understand why you did not receive the two copies of our recent mimeographed
camp site and lunch ground folder. Possibly you may have received these by this time.
However, in acknowledging your memorandum of June 26, I am sending you under separate
cover two dozen copies for distribution as you may see fit. It should be recognized that the
compiled information is the result of considerable exchange of correspondence and personal
contacts with our field personnel. It cannot he considered complete. We are hopeful, however,
that sometime this coming winter we will have enough definite information to justify printed
copies together with cuts and have them available for distribution next spring.
Our Supervisor, Robert Pendleton, has called our attention to your Penobscot West Branch
Campsite at 10.56 miles from Katahdin. He suggests that it would be well to check with our
forest fire warden in that area as this in his opinion is a bad place for the location of a campsite.
I would appreciate your comments on the correction copy you are to return to me.
June 28, 1950

ANALYZATION OF BILLS FOR MAINE MAPS

Williams and Heintz 8/22/49
Williams and Heintz 11/18/40
Kenneth R. Hauck 3/17/50
Williams and Heintz 4/13/50
Kenneth R. Hauck 4/9/50
Williams and Heintz 6/20/50

Map No. 2

Map No. 3

$35.00
$35.00

$50.00
43.50
5.00
30.00
$128.50

Map No. 4
$154.00

Map No. 10

130.00
$284.00

_______
$12.24

$12.24

=====================================================================
RECEIPTS FROM KATAHDIN REPRINT ORDERS AND 1950 SUPPLEMENT AND MAP
NO. 4
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4/17/50
4/20/50
5/8/50
5/27/50
6/10/50

Katahdin Reprint
Orders
$82.25
18.00
27.00
14.50
10.50
$152.25

1950 Supplement and
Maine Map No. 4
$38.50
8.50
8.50
5.50
1.00
$62.00

June 28, 1950. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Clair:
I am glad, indeed, to have your letter of 26 June 1950. It has so much data as to the trail situation
that I have copied the second paragraph and sent it to Miss Stephenson, Miss Park, Lawson
Reeves, Louis Chorzempa, John Clark, Helon Taylor, William Sawyer, Roy Fairfield and
Stanley Attwood. The information will help all of them. (I have, of course, omitted the last
paragraph by reason of its personal nature.)
I am delighted to know that you are prepared to help us with the problems this summer by taking
over a definite trail section. Perhaps the "Sawtelle Company" can expand but, for the moment, I
would suggest that you take the section from Third West Branch Ponds to the top of White Cap.
That involves about 2-l/2 miles of hardwoods, where there is bound to be summer growth. All of
this was very carefully cleared last summer. It was repainted expertly by Miss Stephenson and
Miss Giller. Consequently, it is a matter of reclearing.
There is half a mile of hardwoods, just above the junction with the blue-blazed side trail; then
one comes into the spruce and fir where no work is required except the occasional elimination of
blowdowns.
You will see, when you get into the area, that Hollingsworth and Whitney Company have been
conducting a very elaborate operation. We have been very apprehensive that they would cut
across the A.T. I have checked with Omar Sawyer (Manager of Woodlands, Hollingsworth &
Whitney, Waterville, Maine) and he assures me that there will be no operations in that vicinity
this year. Thus, one of the problems is out of the way or postponed. I suspect that it is the rising
cost of operations and the pulpwood situation which has led to the H. & W. Company's
discontinuing these activities. I hope that they never go back there for, with the loss of the
Barren-Chairback range, there are very few stretches left of magnificent spruce and fir such as on
White Cap.
I blue-blazed a side trail to the summit last year and painted to the summit junction from where
Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller left off on the north slope. So it had a "standard" paint job in
1949.
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You will find the new proprietor of Third West Branch Ponds Camps, C. J. Kealiher, interested
and helpful. I suggest that you make contact with him. You will need, as I said, to get permission
to pass through the gate. Kealiher is the son-in-law of the former proprietor and is a Pacific War
veteran. He went with us to the top of White Cap last year and cut out the logs.
Probably the campground on Third West Branch Ponds is now completely deserted and it would
be a good stopping place. I will send to you, within a few days, a map showing the road
development as a result of the H. & W. operations so that you can see what you can accomplish.
If the pulp situation should take a turn for the worse (from our point of view) we will have to
watch the H. & W. Company activities. Our plan would be to do the same as with the St. Regis,
that is to persuade them to clear out the trunks and tops since there is little prospect of being able
to induce them to save a fringe.
As for tools, John Clark has a cache of paint and tools. He works at the S. D. Warren &
Company, and lives at South Windham, Maine. I think that the most practical procedure is to ask
you to get in touch with Clark, obtain and retain what you require. You will want at least two or
three weeders, for much of this is small growth, and another year you may wish to renew the
paint. I suggest, however, that you get a pretty complete stock from Clark.
Clark has been obliged to curtail his scheduled activities and we are, consequently, obliged to
take over some of the matters which he was to care for. Therefore, your willingness to take the
section from the Third West Branch Ponds to White Cap cares for the problem.
We think it entirely satisfactory to leave the matter with you, that is that you will make the trip
when you have the opportunity. I suggest that you write Kealiher (West Branch Ponds Camps,
Kokadjo, Maine) in advance by way of introduction and tell him that you are covering this
section of the trail.
I hope that this letter is enough to permit you to get underway. If there are any missing details,
please let me know. We have to leave the initiative to you.
Copies to:
Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park, Stanley B. Attwood, Roy P. Fairfield, HeIon Taylor,
Lawson Reeves, Louis Chorzempa, Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr., John W. Clark
June 30, 1950. A.T.N. Item
APPROVAL OF COMPLETE CHAIN OF CAMPSITES
SECURED IN MAINE
During 1950 there were two outstanding accomplishments in connection with The Appalachian
Trail in Maine. One was the restoration of the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge, as reported
elsewhere in this issue. The second was the obtaining of the approval of the Maine Forest
Service for the remainder of the campsites which were listed as a part of the "Master Plan",
which appears at page 26 of the fourth edition of "Plans for an Appalachian Trail Lean-to". The
project involved the approval of five additional structures.
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The Maine Forest Service issued, in June, 1950, a mimeographed publication, entitled "Public
Camp Sites and Lunch Grounds". This is preliminary to a new printed edition of the publication
on campsites, issued by the Maine Forest Service. The pamphlet covers the entire State. The
structures along the A.T. total 36. Twenty are existing lean-tos; the remainder are campsites. The
Forest Serviced pamphlet points out, as has been stressed in the Maine Guide, that these
structures are not to be used when a proclamation of the Governor of the State closes the woods
to smoking and the building of fires.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club is proceeding to make and install the signs for these
structures. Each will have a rough fireplace, a tent space clearing and other necessary facilities. It
happens that the trail route is almost equally divided between the lean-to structures and the
campsites. The gaps are in the eastern end from Katahdin to the first structure at Pierce Pond,
150 miles from Katahdin. Over this section tents must be carried or the sporting camps used.
The designation of definite campsites will reduce fire hazard as well as assure the trail traveler
that he is camping at a proper locality and, if he is a non-resident, that he is fully complying with
the provisions of the Maine Guide Law.
The Conference is very much indebted for the cooperation of Forest Commissioner A. D.
Nutting and Deputy Commissioner Austin H. Wilkins for bringing this project to a conclusion.
July 1, 1950. Myron Avery to Austin Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Wilkins:
On my return to Washington today I found your letter of June 28th, together with the envelope
containing the June, 1950 issue of "Public Camp Sites and Lunch Grounds". I had formed the
impression that the pamphlet was enclosed with your letter, asking that I check the list as soon as
possible. Our mail deliveries in Washington seem to have become slower through reduction in
the number of deliveries.
It is a matter of extreme gratification to us to have completed the project of approved campsites.
I am glad, indeed, that those which I mentioned to Forest Commissioner Nutting were approved
so that the list set forth on page 13 of your folder is a verbatim copy of the list contained at page
26 of our Publication No. 12, "Plans for an Appalachian Trail Lean-to”. We are appreciative of
the most prompt action of the Forest Service in this connection.
You have asked, in your previous letter, for any comment or correction. I have the following
observations:
(1) "Bear Brook Land" should be "Bear Brook Landing".
(2) The asterisks and the word "proposed" should be stricken since the locations, to
which the asterisks were affixed, were approved two or three years ago by the late Forest
Commissioner Rendall. I note that the asterisks are used where we had a footnote "1" in our list.
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The explanation, which you have set forth, that the structure is a lean-to where there is no
description term following the name, accomplishes the purpose of the footnote.
(3) There should be included "20.6 m. Rainbow Lake Dam". This is our error and you
have our apologies for failing to have brought the matter to your attention. There is an existing
lean-to at Rainbow Lake Dam which was built by the CCC. Through an inadvertence it was
omitted from Page 26 of "Plans for an Appalachian Trail Lean-to". I regret very much that we
did not write about this omission which we intended to care for in the next edition. The site at
17.5 m. (Rainbow Lake Sand Beach) is a campsite. There is a very considerable nuisance at
Rainbow Lake caused by fishermen walking in from the Greenville-Millinocket Road and using
this structure. The proprietor had proposed moving the lean-to to the Sand Beach. However,
there has been a change of ownership this year and I note that plane service is emphasized. It
may be that, if the former approach by way of Chesuncook Pond is no longer utilized, the
problem may be minimized. However, the correction would be to add “campsite” after "Rainbow
Lake Sand Beach" and insert "20.6 m. Rainbow Lake Dam". We will assume that these changes
will appear in the printed pamphlet which you indicated you hope to issue soon. If you will send
me highway maps I will plot the locations of these 37 structures.
*****
Thank you for sending the additional two dozen copies, which I will pass on to the Officers of
our Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
*****

You have asked my comment with respect to Supervisor Pendleton’s observations as to the West
Branch Campsite at 10.56 m. I appreciate, of course, fully the importance of this observation.
Probably Supervisor Pendleton recalls that the locality is a cleared field just above the Cable
Bridge where the river drivers camped before Great Northern built the camps for river driving on
the opposite bank. This was also the site of the West Branch Lean-to which was built by the CCC
and was completely burned, apparently during the winter, under very mysterious circumstances.
There is no less dangerous locality between the river and Rainbow Lake. That area was heavily
lumbered and would present more of a hazard. The travel to that portion of the West Branch is
rather heavy and some areas are bound to be used. This locality is on the bank, close to water,
and I feel, with full recognition of the difficulties to which Supervisor Pendleton makes
reference, that it serves to reduce the over-all dangerous situation. Certainly there is no better site
in the immediate locality.
I will return to you a corrected copy as soon as the two dozen copies arrive. Please let me know
if you wish anything further of us in this connection; otherwise we shall consider it as a finished
project.
cc: Dr. R. B. Sosman, Miss Jean Stephenson
July 1, 1950. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle.
Dear Clair:
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My letter may have sounded as if I perhaps took too much for granted but I felt so sure that your
assistance would materialize that I wanted to avoid any delay through details which were not
cared for in advance. That is why I wrote at length.
I enclose the revision of the map, showing the Hollingsworth and Whitney Company roads.
Please take these off and return this copy to me.
Enclosure
July 1, 1950. Myron Avery to H. W. Richards, Proprietor, Rainbow Lake Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Richards:
I have received, with considerable interest, the notice of your acquisition of Rainbow Lake
Comps. We had understood that a change was in progress and are interested to know of the
developments.
I have been familiar with Rainbow Lake since 1933, when the Appalachian Trail route was
located past the lake. I anticipate being at Rainbow in late August with two or three people to do
some clearing on the trail. We will, of course, write you and make definite reservations.
Your predecessors had caused us some trouble on the section between the Camps and the Dam
when, in clearing out under the telephone line, the cut bushes were thrown in the trail. It will
help us if you would give instructions, when the line is cleared out, to avoid this.
We issue "Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine". The last edition, a loose-leaf green-covered
volume, was furnished to the Camp. You might let us know whether the volume is at the Camps
or whether your predecessor removed it. We also sent to the Camps a little while ago a new
framed map covering the area. I am enclosing, with this letter, two of the folded copies of the
mounted map. We would like to know whether the mounted map reached you or was received by
your predecessor. If it has not been delivered, I suggest that you make inquiries at the post office
for you will, no doubt, want to put the mounted map up on the walls of your dining room, for
which use it was intended.
We are changing the address of the Camps so that you will receive copies of our publication,
Trailway News.
We would like to know the situation about the Guidebook being at the Camps and whether the
mounted map arrived.
I presume that you have been advised that the repairs to the Cable Bridge at Nesowadnahunk
Falls, which was inoperative last year, were completed by the State Highway Department on
June 7th, so that the structure is now in full operation.
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Mr. Rear may have called your attention to some white, brown and blue paint, markers and nails,
which were left for foot trail work. There were supposed to be some long-handled pruning shears
and weeders. It would help us to know what is still there.
We shall look forward to seeing you in late August and I hope that you will find your venture
successful.
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson Editor, Trailway News
Miss Marion Park, Secretary, Appalachian Trail Conference

July 2, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I duly received your note about your trip to Sugarloaf-Spaulding. I appreciate your keeping me
informed.
You certainly are meeting with a lot of tough experiences in your efforts to get into this area and
put it in shape. I am sorry to see that it means another trip for you.
While the Cable Bridge was finished on June 7th, we have had a set back since John Clark has
done nothing during the year and has been obliged to dump all of the unfinished tasks into my
lap (if there is room enough to add these to what I now have). Fortunately, Anderson had not
gotten another job and we can use him in the Monson area. Clark agreed to go through with his
commitment to lead the Barren-Chairback trip and the Moxie Pond. 1 do not believe that he has
made any contact with anyone on the Barren-Chairback and I had a letter saying that he might
have to postpone it. 1 do hope he will get into Moxie Pond. At any rate, this is still his
responsibility although we took over the remaining assignments. I am trying to find out from him
whether he made any more stencils and how the sign situation stands. Can you tell me on this?
July 4, 1950. Myron Avery to H. W. Richards, Proprietor, Rainbow Lake Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Richards:
This will supplement my letter of a few days ago.
I have decided that I had better send in the tools in ample time so I have sent, addressed to
myself in your care at Rainbow Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine, two large parcel post
packages. One contains six weeders and a pair of pruning shears; the other package contains a
pair of pruning shears.
I trust that it will not cause too much trouble to have these parcel post packages picked up and
brought into your Camps and placed with our other tools.
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I am enclosing an addressed postal card and I would appreciate your letting me know that the
parcel post packages have arrived and what other stuff Mr. Rear turned over.
We expect to see you in August.
cc: Mr. Seymour Smith. Watertown, Connecticut
Enclosure - Postal Card
July 5, 1950. Milton Anderson and Edward Simpson to Myron Avery. [Copy of handwritten original]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Edward Simpson and I have just finished a week’s work on the Appalachian Trail. We worked
from the Watson House to the Wilson Campsite. Here are our daily reports.
Wednesday, June 28
We started at the Watson House. Trail in fair condition. We went as far as the 10 m. marker.
There was a lot of grass in the road most of the way; we did not bother this at all this year. The
work that had to be done was mostly in cutting over-hanging limbs, and a few raspberry bushes.
Also in throwing out yellow birch trees and limbs. "Time 9 Hrs."
Thursday, June 29
Started at 10 m. marker. Still a lot of grass in the trail for a ways. The work that we did was still
in cutting over-hanging limbs and cutting alders. Also in throwing out yellow birch trees which
there is a lot of. We worked as far as the Little Wilson Camp, which we are staying in tonight;
worked over-time to get to camp.
"Time 9 1/2 Hrs."
Friday, June 30
Started to work from camp but rain and wet bushes make us go back to camp. "Time 3 hrs."
Saturday, July 1
Started where we left off Friday and worked to the Wilson Campsite. The trail was in good
condition, except for a few raspberry bushes along Prescott or Beaver Pond, and a few overhanging limbs and small trees along most of the trail.
From the Wilson Camp to Moose Pond there were quite a few large yellow birches which we
could not move, so we worked a path around or over them. "Time 9 1/2 hrs.”
Sunday, July 3
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Worked a day on the blue trails. Trail was in fair condition at the Little Wilson Falls. There were
a few blowdowns and over-hanging limbs.
The trail to the Big Wilson Cliffs from Whyte's Lookout was in poor condition. They have been
cutting pine up there and we had to change the trail some. The trail to Big Wilson Cliffs from
Whyte's Lookout should be painted again. "Time 9 hrs."
We have been slowed up some in clearing because of a death in Edward Simpson's family and he
will not be able to work this week. I think that I will be able to work just the same.
cc: Mr. Clark, Mr. Reeves, Mr. Chorzempa, Mr. Fairfield, M.H.A (2)
July 5, 1950. Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Just a note to ask you about a sign for out where the trail crosses the new road. So far 4 parties
have tried to find it and people have referred them to our tote road so they have gone through
O.K. and too, they are inquiring as to where the new trail leaves to go up on Bigelow. Also they
were at sea about the shelter at E. Carry. It makes quite a long hike and they wonder if one will
be built there to replace the old one. We just want to be sure what we are talking about therefore
all these questions.
We hear Mr. Taylor is in or going to the hospital for some trouble with his foot.
Business has been very good thus far and we’ve been so busy we could hardly get time to sleep.
Some 80 odd people here in one month. Some one or more here all the time for a day’s fishing so
we run a regular transient house.
Lots of sight seers to see the new lake and people just swarming through the country on the
various brooks fishing. We have noticed a big increase in deer, bear, and even moose since the
lake filled. I saw the lake early this Spring but guess I’m not going to get out for even a hair cut.
We would be glad to put up some signs out there for you if you’ll send them along. We don’t
have time to do much but glad to help n anything we can so don’t be afraid to ask.
We understand that they talk of continuing the road from the Shaw Pond road to Eustis—We
hope so for we feel so isolated with only one way out to civilization. We miss our Dead River
friends although several have been in to see us.
Copy Clark, Stephenson, Taylor
July 6, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. Earl W. Perham, Chairback Mountain Camps,
Brownville Junction, Maine.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Perham:
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Due to the rush of activities, my plans to spend a week at Long Pond have not materialized. I am
still hoping to be able to leave here for a week around the 20th of July. I will send you ample
notice and I assume that you can meet me, as usual, at Milo.
I am going to send to myself, express prepaid, a measuring wheel. I would like to have this left at
Milo, since I want to change the trail at White Brook and do it on the day that I come in.
Also, I expect to send, express prepaid, a pack with my hiking clothing, which would also be left
at Milo, where I will change my clothes on the last trip. I mention this now so that you would not
take the pack and the wheel into the Camps and have to bring them out again.
I shall hope to see you very soon.
{I may bring the pack with me.}
July 6, 1950. Austin Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of July 1 and your comments on our first issue of Maine Campsites and
Lunch Grounds.
We shall be very happy to include the changes which you have suggested in your letter in our
revision. We find it is a difficult task to get a complete description of all these public areas
without some errors or omissions. From returns already received from our field personnel I am
hopeful that by this fall we will be able to prepare a revision which will be about as complete as
can possibly be made.
Again thank you for your interest in this matter and your comments.
{Stevens, Gorman, Seymour Smith, Tappan, Park Stephenson, Hadley, Reeves, Sawyer,
Chorzempa, Fairfield, Clark, Helon Taylor}
July 7, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Re: your request for the sign list that I made: I made 296, 295, 294, 293, 293, 291, 290, 249, 231,
182, 181, 176, 175, 173, 172, 171, 167, 165, 161, 160, 159, 157, 155, 151, 141, 140, 139, 138,
137, 136, 139, 128.
I still have #296 and do not know when nor how that one will get put up, Louis Chorzempa put
up 290 to 295 inclusive. #290 was carried off within a week and I am making a duplicate, which
we will probably mail to the firewarden. I put up #240 last fall. I mailed two signs to you and one
to Jack Clark as requested by you. The balance of the signs I gave to Jack Clark a week prior to
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the meeting in Lewiston this spring. I have a feeling that Jack has not got these up nor distributed
for some one else to get up.
The signs on Baldpate (Maine Alpine Club) are OK as of last summer. The signs on Saddleback,
at second Sandy River Pond, at the Houghton fire road and Highway 4 are all bad or missing
although Prof. Fairfield reported them as being OK. Griscom has not got up the new signs for his
section, which I understood you had sent him last summer.
Clark has not made any stencils nor do I expect him to, neither did I expect him to at the time. As
far as my experience with Jack has been, it seems that one can not depend wholly on what he
tells you.
It was for this very reason that I suggest dividing the Trail into three sections. 266 miles is more
than any one man can do justice to, also we knew that under the circumstances we might just as
well not have any overseer in Western Maine at all.
Regarding the ½ inch stencils. They are too small. All the signs that I have seen are made with
¾” stencils. ½ inch would not be so bad if the letters were filled out solid and not just stenciled.
½” is too small to read when travelling by on the highway, then the small letters are harder to
read after they have commenced to weather. The ¾” is an ideal compromise.
When it was suggested that Clark and I make the sign for the cable bridge, I felt sure he would
not get the stencils made.
I am too busy to do any sign work in the summer. That is a winter time job. I will make as many
signs with the inch stencils next winter as any one wants me to but it has not worked out
satisfactory for some one else to cut the stencils and me make the signs.
Last winter my wife helped me a lot on the signs and we would have completed the whole list,
had you not objected to the larger size.
I have been very, very busy this spring and summer. That fishing time that I promised myself last
April, I have not had time for you, neither has my wife and I been canoeing but once.
I trust this clears up the sign question.
I hope to join the work trip on Moxie-Bald in August and take a few with me.
I wrote Griscom asking him to give us a lift with his jeep from east Madrid to Orbeton Stream
for a work trip but he has filed to answer my letter. The road in the other way is not good for a
car.
July 8, 1950. Milton Anderson and Edward Simpson to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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We have finished work between Monson and Blanchard. We worked 12 ½, the trail was in fair
condition. There was quite a few trees across the Trail, we worked around or over them. Also
there were quite a few overhanging limbs “etc.”. There also seem to be a lot of tall ferns in the
Trail, we cut all these out.
We are going to work in by Long Pond Stream Monday.
When we come back from Cloud Pond is there going to be any more trail work if so where and
when?
Would you please send money for work completed as of to day? Because we are both short of
funds.
July 8, 1950. Myron Avery to State Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
We have had, from time to time, correspondence in connection with the route of The
Appalachian Trail across Maine. You have also sent us copies of your annual highway maps.
Recently, the Maine Forest Service approved additional campsites along the Appalachian Trail.
These are listed at page 13 of the mimeographed leaflet on campsites and lunch grounds, issued
in June, 1950, by the Maine Forest Service.
In addition to the recently approved campsites which do not appear on the 1950 map, we have
noticed some omissions in the campsites on the Appalachian Trail. I thought, therefore, that it
would be of assistance to have these indicated on your 1950 highway map. By reason of the
small scale, it is somewhat difficult to do this with exactness. I have, however, attempted to do
this by use of the symbol of a small triangular. The campsites are listed as they appear in the
booklet.
We will be glad to have your acknowledgment of the receipt of this map and your advices that
you will be in a position to make the corrections on the 1950 issue.
I should be greatly obliged if you will send me a highway map in place of the one which I have
corrected.
July 8, 1950. Marion Park, Treasurer, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Milton Anderson,
Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Anderson:
Mr. Avery has turned over to me your letter of July 5th in connection with your Trail work. You
have listed the following:
Wednesday, June 28

9 hrs.
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Thursday, June 29
Friday, June 30
Saturday, July 1
Sunday, July 2

9 ½ hrs.
3 hrs.
9 ½ hrs.
9 hrs.

40 hrs.

This makes a total of forty hours. On the basis of 60 cents an hour, this makes $24.00 for you
and for Edward Simpson.
I thought I had better tell you that I will be away from Washington from Friday, July 28th, until
Monday, August 7th, and if any bills are sent in for Trail work during that time, there will be a
little delay until I return.
From your letter I gather that the section between Bodfish Farm and Monson is to be marked off
as cleared. Mr. Avery would like to know if the signs for Bodfish Farm and the crossing of Little
Wilson were put up.
cc to Mr. Clark, Mr. Reeves, Mr. Chorzempa
July 8. 1950. Myron Avery to John W. Clark. South Windham, Maine.
Dear Jack:
Enclosed is copy of my letter to Anderson. This is a most important letter, for you would need to
make arrangements to get Anderson into Chairback Mountain Camps with you in order to
prevent this from falling flat. Since you may act on short notice, I am sending this letter to you to
give you enough facts on which to act. It would be a matter of making a deal with the Perhams.
Last year they agreed to take the Trail crew for $5.00 a day but, as you know, they never got
there. I would hope that they would be willing to take the boys at this rate and you could leave
them there long enough to clear up the east end.
This is one of the most critical aspects of the uncompleted work and I do urge you to do all
possible to salvage something from this situation and advise me, as you have promised, so that I
can make my own arrangements accordingly.
Having to take over these additional items with all that I had scheduled here makes it very hard
indeed. Word from you and definite attention to this problem will help tremendously. I shall
telephone you Tuesday evening to ascertain the situation in the light of this letter.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
Undated letter from Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cover, Biddeford, Maine, to Prof. Arthur
Randall, University of Maine, Orono, Maine.
Dear Prof. Randall:
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Last winter, I was in communication with the president of your outing club, Richard Fairfield,
with regard to the possibility that your organization night be interested in the maintenance of a
section of the Appalachian Trail. Richard apparently did not receive my letter or he
misunderstood my intentions, (for I had offered to come to Orono to show our Maine slides as
well as the movie on trail clearing technique), for I never did hear whether or not you people
were interested.
You can imagine our surprise, therefore, to learn through The Maine Campus that one Mrs.
Montgomery broke her leg while working on a sixteen-mile section which the club maintains!
Since you were on the trip, and I suspect most of the students are away for the summer, you can
probably enlighten us about this particular expedition. Honestly, we are delighted that the Maine
club is interested, for we sincerely believe that the work is worth while; but, we’d like to help
with paint, sign lists, aids in technique, etc. etc. As you probably know, Mr. Myron Avery is the
president of the Maine Club and he is exceedingly anxious to help each and every maintaining
member to the maximum. Would you be so kind as write, so we can work through official
channels in communicating with the Maine organization. If you do not happen to be the Faculty
Adviser, would you please turn this over to the person who is serving in that capacity?
July 8, 1950. Arthur G. Randall, Assistant Professor, Department of Forestry, University of
Maine, Orono, Maine, to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Professor Fairfield:
Thank you for your letter in regard to maintaining the Appalachian Trail. This was very
interesting, as I had supposed the Maine Outing Club had officially received charge of a section
of the trail. I hope the present officers of the Club will follow your suggestions about slides and
movies, as well as signs, etc. A knowledge of the standards to be followed would be of great
benefit. The Club can hardly do a satisfactory job of trail maintenance without such standards,
although apparently they have not realized this. Some of the members, however, are quite
enthusiastic and, if trained, might be of considerable help to the Appalachian Trail Club.
I am not the faculty adviser for the Maine Outing Club, and I am forwarding your letter, along
with a copy of this one, to Mr. Ted Curtis, Orono, Maine, who, I believe, serves as faculty
adviser.
July 8, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. & Mrs. Elwyn Storey, West Carry Pond Camps.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Storey:
I have received your letter of July 5th.
1 had hoped to have seen you before now but I have been postponing the trip until I could
combine it with an opportunity to remeasure the relocated trail at the Ledge House.
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As you know, Helen Taylor's illness has held up our plans. He had spotted the route but his foot
difficulty had prevented his marking and clearing it, as he expected. Recently, the Central Maine
Power Company took up the matter with us and we have some hope that they will go ahead with
clearing the blazed route. The correspondence with them moves rather slowly and this may not
materialize.
At the present time we have signs indicating the difficulty as to the relocation.
My memory is a little bit hazy on the matter of a sign where the trail crosses the new road at 9.19
miles. We had, as you know, made arrangements to have one put up after marking the crossing
by blazes. The sign would read this way:
Appalachian Trail
West Carry Pond Camps
←Mt. Bigelow Firetower

2.01 m.→
m.

(This is Sign No. 2l6 on our new list.)
I had thought that the sign had been removed from the lean-to and put up at the graveled road. I
have some recollection now that Jack Clark said he had failed to move the sign but would do it
on his next trip. This has not materialized. I am sending him a copy of this letter, together with a
copy of your letter, in order to find out about the situation.
What you say about being at sea as to the shelter at East Carry Pond alarms me. Can it be that
something has happened to it? That shelter gets very hard use from the fishermen, who had
burned one half of the flooring under the bunks and subjected it to all kinds of abuse. There is a
sign on the Jerome Brook Lean-to, which says 10.12 m. to the East Carry Pond Lean-to. The sign
at your Camps also gives the lean-to distance as 6.36 m. That makes me uncertain as to what has
happened.
I am glad, indeed, to know that business is excellent and to your satisfaction. I think that the lake
and the new road are going to bring a great many people in, although it may not be an unmixed
blessing.
As soon as you let me know about the East Carry Pond Lean-to site and I can find out from Jack
Clark if he has the sign, we will do something about it. If he has the sign, I am going to ask him
to send it to you and ask you to put it up.
I am hoping that the Central Maine Power Company does something on the trail work so that we
can get this cared for.
As ever, with best regards from your Washington friends who are having a summer which seems
worse than last year's deluge.
Copy to: John W. Clark, Helon N. Taylor, Jean Stephenson
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(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
July 10, 1950.

CONTENTS OF PACK
Matches-Inspirator-Fuel Bag.
First Aid—-Triangular Bandage; 6 Band-aids.
Work Clothes: Khaki Trousers; Khaki Shirt; Khaki shorts and Jersey; wool shirt; socks; silk
socks; old hat
Wool underwear and Wool socks (2 pair); white half-hose.
Full-length poncho and rain hat.
Khaki Towel.
Bag of toilet kit
Shoe grease Swimming Suit
Extra Clothing: Khaki Trousers; Flannel shirt; Khaki jacket; Khaki underwear (2 sets – blue
jersey). Good flannel shirt, Khaki shirt.
Flashlight (extra bulb in meta bag. )
Food Bag with 2 emergency rations.
2 Goggles; 2 sweat bands; 2 cups; 3 Peppy Jells; Screw Driver; extra meter; wrench.
Fly Dope ( 2 Sousec-one bottle; one plastic) and bottle P.A.T.C. flydope in shoes.
Waterproof Bag (Siminow)
Large Map case: Maps 3, 4, 5 and 6 and latter 2 overlays; Trail Reports;
Section 2 thru 10; Sign List to Kennebec; Notebook; pencils.
Take:

Scissors; Checks; Trail data; Pen; Batteries; Life Savors [sic] ; Gum; COMPASS;
WATCH Cover for pack. Extra-old silk socks.
{Shaving cream or battery and razor.}

July 10, 1950. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
1 have been delayed in replying to your very welcome letter of June 9th by reason of my
expectation that I would have available the comparable costs for the publications discussed in
your letter. I am experiencing a further delay but, in view of idle lapse of time, I have thought it
desirable to advise you as to the situation.
Your proposal of a deduction of ten per cent is, indeed, a most generous contribution. We
appreciate it, both from the viewpoint of the offer of assistance and from the necessity of having
the Conference’s printing accomplished at the lowest possible cost in order to conserve the
Conference's resources.
The situation may not present an opportunity--in the use of continuing editions of the present
publications--to afford comparable quotations. The necessity for frequent editions of these
publications, due to the vast increase in inquiries, stimulated by the articles appearing in 1949
has resulted in the practice of keeping the type standing. The printer, Shenandoah Publishing
House, has mads various changes in each edition. We retain and use the cuts from earlier editions.
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At present, with the exception of the Trail Manual, it does not appear that we will immediately
have any new printing. The practice of keeping the type standing materially reduces labor and
proofreading here, where there are only minor revisions in the new editions.
I hope I shall have the pleasure of seeing you in western Maine or again at New York.
You will hear from me further as soon as I have obtained all the costs on our last publications.
cc: Mr. M. H. Stevens
July 10, 1950. H. W. Richards, Manager-Owner, Rainbow Lake Camps, P. O. Box 201,
Millinocket, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
In reply to your letter of July 4th also July 1st am glad to send you the following information,
and any further information I can help you out on at any time.
First—There is a loose-leaf green-covered volume “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine”
here in camps. Haven’t had time to look it all over to see if it is up to date.
Second—Am planning on putting up some new telephone wire but will see that it is hung high
enough to be out of the way, and that any bushes cut will not be left in trail.
Received the packages, and will store them in our storeroom for your use. There were two
packages, I believe, tools for working on trail. Also received the new map and frame and two
extra maps and many thanks for sending them along. It’s the best map I have ever seen of this
surrounding country. We have the mounted map on wall of dining room.
There are two qts. of blue paint here but don’t know of any other white or brown paint. There are
two bush cutters and three pruning cutters hanging in the tool house. There may be some other
tools here that belong to you and which you can look into when you come up in Aug. Rear left
this outfit in very poor condition.
Looking forward to seeing you in Aug.
July 11, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have your letter of July 7th. I appreciate all of your labor and data in an effort to help me
straighten out the sign situation.
First, as far ae Sign No. 296 is concerned, I had not known that it was made. 1 have written to
make arrangements for having it put up by the Appalachian Mountain Club Trail Crew and, in
due course, I will write you as to when and to where it is to be sent.
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From the Forest Service Campsite list, which has been mailed to all members, you will have seen
that we now have a complete chain of campsites all across Maine. The problem is one of putting
in the signs, rough fireplaces and clearing for a tent. In addition, the contemplated Trail
relocations at White Cap and Mt. Bigelow (after the remeasuring has been done) will change the
measurements. So, as soon as these two relocations can be measured, I hope to prepare a new
sign list, incorporating the new campsites. I hope that this sign list will be close to final. That is
how the over-all matters stand. We shall have quite a number of new signs to make and I am glad
to know that you can help when winter returns. Charlie Pryor has, unfortunately, made little
progress with the signs, which he asked be reserved for his special process of "routing" the wood
and painting the incised letters. He selected, as you will remember, those around Katahdin. When
I make the new sign list, I will, of course, have a revised page No. 37 to indicate what we require.
Let us talk a bit about the technique of these signs. It is unquestionably better to have a sign than
none at all but there is no reason for approaching this matter other than to produce a sign of
maximum advantage. You indicate that the l/2” stencil would be all right if the letters were filled
in solid. The sign-maker in the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club does just that thing and I had
assumed that in most cases people making signs by stencils did fill in the gaps. There are many
disadvantages to the large board sign. Its size increases damage and costs. An excessively large
sign seems out of place in the woods. You will have noticed how small are the signs in the White
Mountains made by Mr. Jenks. Many of them are only l6" long. I have never thought that a sign
would have to be so large as to be readable by a person riding in a car along the main highway. If
he is searching for the Appalachian Trail crossing, the mere sight of a white board sign is enough
to attract attention and he can then go closer to it to read what appears. The sign is intended for
the person on foot--not for the 60-mile an hour car driver. There is no doubt that the signs with
the four lines, with l" letters, are very much larger than those used by other organizations. It is a
terrific task to carry all this lumber as one has to do in eastern Maine.
Obviously, I want to take advantage of your interest and willingness to help finish the program.
When you say that it will not work out to have somebody else cut the stencils and you make the
signs, just what do you have in mind as to the procedure?
With these observations, you may be able to come up with something which would be a
compromise between your views and the considerations which I have outlined.
I will study the disposition of the remaining signs and (except those which are in Clark’s terrain)
1 will try to get them away from him, although my present experience is that it is impossible to
get any action.
I note what you have written about Clark. I have been greatly disappointed in the situation. He
did so much at first and volunteered to assume even more assignments than were left with him at
the time of the meeting. So many plans were predicated on his doing his assigned tasks and
meeting his commitments that the dumping of these matters in our laps at this late date has
caused great consternation. He wrote me a long letter, explaining developments in his business
situation and the necessity for curtailing his very numerous activities. The result was to dump a
very heavy unexpected burden on us.
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I have given up the plan for the sign at the bridge as originally arranged. I am having it typed
with large letters, framed and will arrange for its installation. Cross that project off the list.
With Clark’s complete failure to go through with the arrangements or take any of the action
which he agreed to do, it is fortunate, as you write, that you thought of having Chorzempa act as
an assistant Overseer of Trails. The trouble, however, is that all of the major problems are in the
central and eastern sections. Of course, there is the very serious job on Mt. Bigelow, which was
cleared by the Forest Service last year. That will be a tremendous chore for Louis to meet. I
assume that the assistance which Clark said he had lined up will not materialize at all so that
Chorzempa has to deal with the problem from scratch.
Leaving out Mt. Bigelow, there are not too many problems in the western end. We have our best
maintaining organizations there. It hardly needs an Overseer to check up on the maintaining
groups. All of the things which had to be cared for are, as I have written, in the eastern or central
end. With Clark dropping out of the picture, we would be, I think, much better off if there had
been accepted my original thought, that Chorzempa take over activity in central Maine. Perhaps,
by reason of the travel situation, it would have been very inconvenient. However, had my
thought gone through, we would have an Overseer of Trails for the area where the problems exist,
which we do not have now. Consequently, I am trying to deal with matters at long range and by
correspondence, which is far from satisfactory. None of the prospective maintaining groups have
materialized. There is a chance that Sawtelle will do some work on White Cap.
If all of our publicity bears fruit, there will be people who will be very much dissatisfied with
their experience on the Trail in Maine. This points the way to the fact that our future activity has
to be directed not toward more publicity for use of the Trail but meeting the problems of gaps
with no maintaining groups.
Clark was to have checked with Anderson, who worked for us out of Monson last year. He did
not answer Anderson’s inquiries but, fortunately, he had not gotten another job and, while I
deplore having to use any more paid labor, this seems another crisis and I will get as much done
through Anderson and his friend as possible. We came, however, very near missing this through
Clark’s failure to do anything on this score or let us know about it.
The Barren-Chairback situation is the one thing where I hope, still, that Clark may make good on
his commitment. I am trying to get him to take Anderson in there and start him to work. That is
the section that was missed last year and is in bad order.
Considering the history of the matter, if the Moxie Bald work trip is salvaged, it will be because
of your participation. I think we can count Clark out on that now and I can give you information
as to the material available, what needs to be done, etc,, so that when you arrive, you can take
over the situation and prevent its being a complete failure.
Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller will look after the painting. I am planning to go on a trail
clearing trip with Seymour Smith to cover the section between the Penobscot and Joe Mary
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Lakes. My greatest worry is the Barren-Chairback Range. We get a break in that nothing will
happen to increase our troubles at White Cap.
All of this points up to the fact that when we next get together we are going to have to deal with
this matter of an Overseer of Trails. We simply need to have someone available locally who can
go with prospective groups to the field, show them how to clear trail and develop their interest.
As far as supervising the whole program, I really had that job far about fifteen years. It can be
done but the difficulty is that handling it at a distance precludes developing local contacts.
Further, it is a heavy chore to run these large work trips from Washington and the jumping up of
sporting camps’ rates to eight or nine dollars makes matters expensive.
You had a fine idea in bringing Louis Chorzempa in. I will be glad to know in advance your idea
as to how we can handle this Overseer of Trails problem. I have in mind that when I am in Maine
in the fall we could have an informal meeting of those of us who could meet in Lewiston.
I have not been fishing or canoeing either and, with all of the Guidebook work, this has been a
very laborious year. Our concern over bad trail conditions in Maine, after all our publicity
expense and activities, such as your own last year, make this thing doubly serious. Clark has
many things which it would take very little effort to care for. There are the trail reports for
Chorzempa. He has lots of tools and equipment which belong to the Club, which we should get.
1 do not know what he has done with the sign made a few years ago for Gulf Hagas. I do not
quite know just how to handle this material for I do not know of any place in Maine that we
could store it, and to get him to bundle it together and ship it seems one of these things which
will not happen.
I do not know why, when we had our meeting in April, Clark did not indicate his concern over
his own situation and the improbability of carrying out his commitments. That meeting was held
for that very purpose of dealing with problems. Had we known the true situation, we could have
made appropriate plans rather than having all of this descend upon us.
As I have said, I will be glad to have the benefit of your thought as to what we can do to meet
these problems.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Miss Stephenson, who is greatly worried because of its effect
on her publicity.
cc: Miss Stephenson
{Have telegraphed Clark to ship all signs to me except those for his section.}
July 11, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Since my last letter of June 14th, I have been on three work trips. June 24 & 25 I went on a twoday work trip with Lawson Reeves on our section (#18). We worked on the section between the
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9 and 11 mile markers, between Orbeton Stream and Spaulding Mtn. lean-to eliminating this bad
stretch. Lawson Reeves has sent in a report on the results of this work trip. We plan one more
work trip covering the section between Orbeton stream and Spaulding Mtn. lean-to. To date,
Lawson Reeves and myself have put in 10-man days together on Section #18.
Friday, July 7, I put in a long day on the “Bigelow Range Trail”. I drove in .44 m. on the dirt
road which leaves the highway near Stratton to where the trail leaves the road. I started on the
trail at 6:30 A.M. (with axe) and by 12:30 had cleared to the top of Cranberry Peak with the
exception of less than ½ m. below the Spring (which is 1.47 m. from the highway). Here the
route is somewhat overgrown and needs widening with pruning shears, although it is readily
traversable., Also left a few logs.
Then I continued on down to Cranberry Peak Pond. Here, most of the trail is one continuous
tangle of blowdowns and badly ingrown. I spot cleared on the way down to the pond and stopped
at the pond where the trail turns sharp left ascending steeply away from the pond. It was getting
late so I started back reaching my car at 8:30 P.M. (14 hrs. on the trail).
Again on Sunday, July 9, after a day’s rest, I put in another long day on the “Bigelow Range
Trail”, starting from the other end. I drove in to the dam at the outlet of Stratton Brook Pond
where I left my car and by 8:30 A.M. was at the Horns Pond. It is 2.15 m. to Cranberry Peak
Pond from the A.T. and I cleared slightly better than half this distance leaving only a few logs.
There were a great many broken tops in the trail. I spot cleared the remainder of the distance to
Cranberry Peak Pond. This last is partly through cut over sections where it is much ingrown. I
was back at the Horns Pond at 6:30 P.M. after 10 hours of work on the “Bigelow Range Trail”
and back to my car before 8 P.M.
Now to sum it all up, approximately two miles remain to be cleared to make the Bigelow Range
Trail traversable. One mile on each side adjacent to Cranberry Peak Pond. These two miles are
really bad and require a great deal of work.
This was my first trip over the “Bigelow Range Trail”, and I hope to find time to go over it again
this year. There is much of interest along this trail and many striking viewpoints.
Copy to John W. Clark
Undated. The Storeys, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Received your letter. We were told by hikers that the lean-to at East Carry was burned last year
so that’s all we know. We just want to be sure what we tell people. One party had difficulty
finding the trail (new part). We will gladly put up the sign.
Undated. “The Cook”, West Carry Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
This is what the A.T. should have but no doubt it's the price of the thing which would be the
drawback as it is with us. I sent and got the information and price. $135.25 F.O.B. Concord, N.H.
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We would have one but other things come first. The trail seems to be very popular thus far this
year. A group had difficulty finding the trail that was only blazed over the new route.

July 12, 1950. T. S. Curtis, Faculty Manager of Athletics, Advisor of U of M (MOC),
University of Maine, Orono, Maine, to Prof. Roy P. Fairfield Curtis Cove, Biddeford,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I received your letter, addressed to Prof. Arthur Randall, of the University of Maine and as
Faculty Advisor of the University of Maine Outing Club thought I would drop you a line telling
you that the University of Maine has undertaken the upkeep of a section of the Appalachian Trail.
We hope to do more than we were able to do this spring as we found the clearing of the trail not
too readily done as the roads were in bad condition prior to our examination period and, of
course, were unable to do any work during the examination time. We hope to do more this fall
and will keep you posted on the program. Of course, during the war period we were not able to
carry on as extensive work in the Outing Club as we had planned prior to the war period. Our
club has had voluntary enrollment of over 400 and has been very active, hikes, trips, building
cabins, etc.
We believe that this undertaking to keep up a part of the trail will be very interesting and also it
will assist the Appalachian Trail Club. We will desire some signs, paint, materials, etc., and
advice on techniques which you have found helpful. We will notify you when this material is
needed.
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July 12, 1950. Myron Avery to Paul M. Jenks, 141-48-33rd Avenue, Flushing, N.Y.
My dear Mr. Jenks:
You may recall that several years ago you arranged to have placed on the Maine-New Hampshire
boundary a sign made by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to designate the significance of that
locality in connection with The Appalachian Trail.
We have prepared a replacement, thinking that the present sign has probably come close to the
end of its usefulness. 1 am, accordingly, writing to inquire whether your good offices could be
enlisted in the way of hawing the replacement installed this summer. I assume that the
Appalachian Mountain Club Trail Crew will be in that area during 1950. If this can be
accomplished. we would have the sign sent as directed by you.
Marjorie Hooker has told me that she duly sent to you the latest in her series of maps, that is
Maine Appalachian Trail Club Map No. 4. You will recall that, at the time she was working on
this project, there was some discussion of a revised, improved map of the Katahdin region and I
believe you mentioned the matter to the authorities at Boston. Our own plans have developed to
the point that we have issued the preliminary edition of a much expanded map covering the area.
Since it takes in much new terrain, we have thought it advisable to issue the preliminary edition
in one order. We hope to obtain, during 1950, the benefit of corrections, etc., from field use. This
map, together with The Traveler Map (also enclosed) will be included in our new Katahdin
Supplement, which comes from the printer within a week.
We will be pleased to have you cast your searching, yet kindly, glance ever these products to the
end that the next editions may be very much improved.
The Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge at the Penobscot West Branch was restored to use on June
7th. We have experienced, for the past two years, a very heavy volume of labor on Trail
Conference matters due, to a large degree, to the extensive magazine articles of the past two
years.
Enclosures - Maps Nos. 2 and 4
July 13, 1950. Myron Avery to Franklin D. Gaskell, Proprietor, East Carry Pond Camps,
Bingham, Maine.
Dear Sir:
You may recall that after you assumed the operation of the East Carry Ponds Camps, we had
some correspondence in connection with the copy of the Maine Guidebook which had been sent
to the Camps. We sent you earlier this year a copy of the 1950 Supplement.
It is ordinarily our practice to see that the section of Trail is cleared each year but, last year, the
maintaining sponsor was unable to cover the particular area. A little while ago, Mr. and Mrs.
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Elywn Storey at West Carry Ponds, wrote that they had been told that the East Carry Pond Leanto was burned last year. We had not received any report on the situation; consequently, the 1950
Guidebook Supplement did not refer to its loss.
This structure was much abused by the spring fishermen, who used to camp there and rent boats
from your predecessors at the Camps. It did have a very fine view and was a pleasant campsite.
We suppose that the report of its destruction must be correct but we wanted to check the situation.
We will be very much obliged if you would write us as to any reports you may have received in
the matter.
Mr. John W. Clark of South Windham, Maine, who maintains this section, expects to make
contact with you this summer in clearing this area.
We would be glad to know of any other recent development, although we hope that there will be
nothing as unwelcome as the breaking of a continuous chain of lean-tos from the Kennebec
River to the Maine - New Hampshire line.
cc:

Mr. John W. Clark
Mr. Louis Chorzempa
Miss Jean Stephenson
Miss Marion Park
Mr. Helon Taylor
Mr. Roy P. Fairfield

Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr.
B. L. Hadley
Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Storey
Lawson Reeves
Stanley B. Attwood

July 13, 1950. Rae D. Graves, Consultant, State Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have received your letter with map showing the location of the campsites on the Appalachian
Trail.
I regret that we did not have these locations for our 1950 map, but as you remember, I wrote for
them but the information was not available at that time. We will have them on our 1951 Route
Map.
Another thing that would help us greatly would be a map of the Trail as it goes through Maine.
We would like to check this with our maps. When you get a corrected map of this area please let
us have one for correction purposes.
We are sending five copies of the 1950 Route Map for your use. Send material pertaining to
mapping c/o Rae D. Graves, Consultant.
July 13, 1950. Telegram to Myron Avery from S. D. Warren Co., Westbrook, Maine.
MR CLARK AWAY AM FORWARDING YOUR TELEGRAM BUT DOUBT HE WILL
RECEIVE IT BEFORE WEEKEND PROBABLY CONTACT YOU MONDAY.
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July 15, 1950. Milton Anderson and Edward Simpson, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
We worked 20 hours from Long-Pond Stream to Barren Mt. Lookout. Parts of these days were
spent from Long-Pond Stream to Barren Mt. Ledges and another part of a day was spent from
Barren Mt. Ledges toward Barren Mt. Lookout.
The Trail was in poor condition. There was a lot of hardwood sprouts and over hanging limbs
also there was a lot of small trees across the trail and a few large trees were down. We worked
right through these instead of around or over them.
Would you send maps and trail data on the work to be done at West Branch Ponds “etc.”
There was a lot of rain hear and it is hard to get in a full week.
July 13, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
I have your letter of July 11th and I appreciate your writing me at length about your experience
with the Bigelow Range Trail.
What you have done this summer is most encouraging and it offsets to some degree the
difficulties created by Jack Clark's having to withdraw from active operations.
I remember the Bigelow Range Trail well. As you say, there is much of interest. I remember the
old camps and the beaver flowage at Cranberry Peak Pond. The hurricane did a tremendous
amount of damage. It was roughly cleared once but a lot of timber has come in. Between
Cranberry Peak Pond and Horns Pond there were a lot of ingrowing conifers.
I note that you have about a mile more to do just east of Cranberry Peak Pond. You have the
right idea, I think, in roughly clearing it so as to make it passable instead of trying to make it a
standard trail. Side trails cannot be kept up to the standard of the main trail but, with the
increased interest in the area, it is fortunate that you could make it traversible.
I think that it must sadly need a repainting job. Some of the blazes at the east end were enormous
and needed cutting down with the neutralizing color paint.
Was the sign still up on the Stratton end?
If you go back to Horns Pond, you might see if the register cylinder and the other accessories
there are in good order.
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You certainly put in long days on your two trips.
I am trying to get from Jack Clark the signs for all except his section and mail them to the people
who will use them. I suppose that he never sent you the Trail Reports. He has a cache of Trail
tools and paint but 1 suppose the only way of getting what you need--if you need anything at
present--would be to get to South Windham and pick it up.
Again thanking you for writing me at length about a matter in which I am so much interest. This
is really good news.
cc: Lawson Reeves, Helon Taylor, Jean Stephenson
July 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Rae D. Graves, Consultant, State Highway Commission,
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Graves:
I have received your letter of July 13th, with the five highway maps.
I am very pleased to note that the locations for the 37 lean-tos and campsites, as set forth in the
Forest Service list, were apparently sufficiently intelligible so that you were able to determine
where they should appear on your next map. We are very glad, indeed, to know that they will
appear on the 1951 highway map.
It may be that my recollection is faulty by reason of the pressure of Trail Conference activities
but I have no recollection that we wrote you that the information was not available at a time
when you asked for these locations for the 1950 map. By reason of my particular interest in
Maine and my anxiety to have the map show correctly these structures I would have thought that
the matter would have made such an impression that I would not have overlooked it. Perhaps
your letter went elsewhere. If, however, we were delinquent, we regret the situation. It is a fact,
however, that the remaining five structures were approved only very recently and we could not
have furnished a complete list of all the structures until my letter sending the corrected map.
I note your inquiry as to whether we intend to publish any corrected map of the route through the
State. I think you have our "Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine”, which contains the
detailed maps. I enclose three recently-issued supplementary maps, Nos. 2, 3 and 4, which may
not have come to your attention. We had checked from time to time the route on the highway
map and had felt that it was adequate and sufficiently correct. Of course, the highway map does
not list all the mountains and the hachures do not reflect the exact terrain covered by each
mountain en route. There are, of course, numerous side trails, such as the one to the summit of
Joe Mary Mountain, which does not appear on the map and it would require a different symbol to
differentiate it from the Appalachian Trail.
I have gone over the map with a pen and have inserted some minor variations. Where the
insertion differs from the present route, I have not attempted to take out the present route since I
had thought that it would obscure the correction. However, these are all comparatively minor
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changes. They may serve to make the map slightly more accurate. We are glad, of course, to
accomplish this.
We very much appreciate your interest and if our changes are not entirely clear or if there is any
other question, please let us know.
We appreciate very much, indeed, your cooperation and assistance.
cc: Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. Louis Chorzempa
{Enclosures: 3 maps}
July 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. Milton Anderson Monson, Maine. Air Mail.
Dear Milton:
I suppose that last week you were working between Long Pond Stream and Cloud Pond. I am
afraid that you started in before my letter reached you, in which I asked that you work as far east
as possible from Cloud Pond in order to cover as much territory as possible.
Probably you are now back from Cloud Pond and will have written me as to whether you have
transportation so as to work at West Branch Ponds or can get into Perhams Camps or work Gulf
Hagas by getting set across from Dore’s Camps.
To avoid loss of time next week while you are writing me and I am getting the answer back to
you, I am setting up some additional work since I do not think you will hear from Mr. Clark as I
have a telegram that he has been away all of the week.
The extra work is this:
From where the University of Maine Outing Club left off to the top of Moxie Bald Mountain. I
think that the University of Maine work crowd did not get very far beyond the Marble Brook.
The problem of supplies is troublesome. I understand that the proprietor of the Marble Brook
Camp has locked the Camp because of vandalism. I think you said that you knew him and could
perhaps get a key to do the trail work. There is one trouble, however, and that is that it is a long
ways away from Moxie Bald. The worst of the work is between the Dam and the old H. & W.
Campground where there are a great many beech sprouts. The lean-to is burned but makes a
good campsite. Perhaps the best stunt would be to pack in your supplies at the lean-to site and
work it both ways. There are a lot of hardwood logs that have been down for a long time and, of
course, you can do nothing with them. But any new stuff we would want taken out so you would
want your saw. Since the Forest Service cleared this last year it should be in fair shape except for
the sprouts. They grow pretty thick in here and it is a hard section to reach. The Firewarden
is often down off the mountain and if you were going to stay there you would want to telephone
there and make definite arrangements. This might help for one night.
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Later on there may be some board signs which I will send you with specific directions for putting
up. In the meantime, there is one thing that I want you to try to do. That is this:
After you get over the crest of Breakneck ridge and go down the slope to Marble Brook at a
distance of 3-l/2 miles, there was on the left side a small lumber camp. We had permission to put
in a Forest Service Campsite here. It means clearing off a little ground so that one can pitch a
tent and building up rocks in a safe place for a fireplace and putting in poles to hang kettles on.
In addition, you should blaze a trail for about 50 or 100 yards to a spot which will serve as a
latrine. You would make a shallow excavation, nail boards between a couple of trees. If you have
any blue paint, you would blue paint the trail. This of course wants to be away from the water, or
below the water. At the same time you would scoop out nearby a shallow pit where tin cans
could be dumped.
These directions may sound a little indefinite but it is a matter of fixing things up so that the
traveler has a place to pitch a tent and build a campfire.
1 wish you would try to do something along these lines and write me in detail how you make out
as we have another site on the old stage road and perhaps one or two more for you to care for. I
would expect that you would put in no more than five days but at least four on the section
between Marble brook and the top of the mountain. This will take care of next week and, on
receipt of your letter, as to where else you can work, I will send you detailed directions.
Copy regular mail
Copy: Miss Marlon Park, Treasurer
July 17, 1950. Jack Clark, R. F. D. #1, South Windham, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Your letter of July 8 mentioned an enclosure consisting of a copy of M.H.A.'s letter to Milton
Anderson. Since no such copy was enclosed I am rather at a loss to interpret the exact meaning
of your letter. As for Anderson's work in the Chairback region, I do not see that I can contribute
to it. By now he certainly knows the methods and procedure necessary. I imagine that he could
make the necessary arrangements at Perhams and, with the help of his partner, do whatever work
is necessary.
Please add to the inventory which accompanied my last letter one case of white paint quarts
which turned up after the inventory had been taken. {See letter April 25th.}
I am definitely saving the weekend of August 19 for the Moxie Pond trip and understand from
Lou Chorzempa that Lawson Reeves is doing likewise.
Apparently Lou did not expect the entire set of trail reports since he returned all those not
dealing with Western Maine; however your letter of June 15 specifically stated, "the complete set
of trail reports”. As I indicated in my last letter, I would like to know what you wish done with
the balance of the trail reports.
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{June 23 “write you in detail Monday”}
July 17, 1949. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I received your letter of July 13th tonight (Mon. July 17), and in answer to your inquiries am
replying immediately. Yes, the sign at the West end of the Bigelow Range Trail, where it starts
from Highway 27, is still up and in good condition. The signs and register at the Horns Pond are
likewise in good order. The notebook and map No. 9 and a pencil, which you left in 1945, are
still in the bronze registration cylinder. I was the 138th person to register. A party of three
persons registered July 9, evidently climbing to the Horns while I was on the Bigelow Range
trail. There were only two others registered prior to this date this year (1950). I registered in the
evening upon my return from Cranberry Peak Pond.
Jack Clark sent me the trail reports covering Western Maine (from the East end of Mt. Bigelow
to the Maine-N.H. line) and I received them July 13. On Saturday, July 15, I went down to see
him at South Windham, to talk over work trips, plans, and trail conditions in general. Jack Clark
plans to bring up to Mt. Bigelow, either in late August or in September, the two ski clubs, which
he has been trying to interest in trail work on Mt. Bigelow, and he will take one of the clubs up
the trail starting at Little Bigelow while Lawson Reeves and myself will take the other group
starting at the other end (Bigelow Village). And they can work from each end until they meet up
on the mountain. Jack thinks about September would be the best time to initiate the clubs in trail
work, as earlier in the summer, hot weather and black flies can be very disagreeable and
discouraging.
As far as trail tools are concerned, I generally go on work trips together with Lawson Reeves,
and am free to use the trail tools he has at any time. Besides the two weeders, and two pruning
shears that he has, we both have our own axes and buck-saws that will saw logs up to 12 or 13
inches in diameter. Larger logs we notch at the top before sawing. I also have a two-man saw.
This coming week-end (July 22 & 23) we are planning another work trip on our section (#18)
and this time we are quite sure of getting one or two more persons to go along with us. We will
work on the section between Orbeton Stream and Spaulding Mtn. And we are leaving on Friday
July 21 in the afternoon, so that we will be able to get in to the section that needs work, that
evening, and thus get more accomplished during the next two days.
July 18, 1950. Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cover, Biddeford, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
I haven’t been sleeping, merely marking time until my friend, Harry Brook, Ocean Park, Maine,
returned from his two-week vacation! Talked with him five minutes ago and he said he would be
willing to take over Old Speck’s painting requirements. I am delighted! Barry is an engineer and
draughts-man in the Saco-Lowell Machine Shops here in Biddeford. He’s a very thorough
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person; and, having had years of experience with AMC, will, I am sure, do a bang-up job for us.
He was on Old Speck last Friday, he said, hunting up a rare fern which he found there some
years ago! Since he saw our slides last Winter, he has a comprehensive view of what we are
trying to do. I shall, see him in a day or so, and turn over the material you sent me on trail
conditions in 1940 and 1950 and go over technique. I shall send a. copy of this letter to Jack
Clark and ask him if he’ll send Harry some paint, metal markers, and nails. Meanwhile, Myron,
I’d appreciate it if you’d write him a note sort of welcoming him to the organization. Please
don’t "snow him under” with the idea of doing the blue-blazed East Spur side trail at the moment.
I tackled him on the basis that he’d paint the main drag! Didn’t I read in one of your letters, that
the fire warden was willing to do some of this side work?
As for the U. of Maine assignment, I must confess that I’m still a little bit in the dark, but
perhaps the overtures have opened up the matter. I wrote a letter to Prof. A. G. Randall, since he
was the faculty man on the trip where the girl broke her leg. I’m enclosing the two letters I
received. I’ll send them along, but I’d appreciate your returning Ted Curtis’ so I can reply to it
along about Sept. 1 to keep the issue alive at a critical time. We’ll get somewhere here, I think if
we keep plugging.
Had a wonderful trip to Oklahoma, Santa Fe, Rocky Mt. Nat’l. Park, Black Hills, and back via.
the high spots. Am now digging hard on the research material for my PhD thesis on the History
of Saco, 1865-1900. Considering the amount of pressure being put on me to get this damnable
degree, I don’t know whether I dare to take an August “vacation” with the MATC or not????!!!!
July 18, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I have your letter, of July 11th and answer at once.
Re: the signs: I think that I will be able to have access to a 3/4 inch stencil cutting machine this
winter. If so I feel sure that I can get Mrs. Reeves and Mrs. Chorzempa to help with the painting
of the signs. Should these arrangements work out as hoped for, we could clean up the whole
situation. It would seem that if these two women put that much time in, they should be given a
maintaining membership card for next year.
I feel that the time has come when we here in Maine have built up an organization enough so that
we ought to be able to provide our own signs and not have to depend on someone in Washington
D.C. or Maryland or Virginia. The signs that Pryor sent me and Griscom are made with 3/4 inch
stencils, also that is the size that the Bates College Outing Club uses. Therefore, I cannot see
where there should be any objection in regards to their size. Should 1/2 inch stencils be used the
letters should be filled in solid. This requires so much extra time and effort that I do not consider
that very practical, at least until such time comes when all maintaining organizations provide
their own signs.
If Jack Clark has the use of a 1/2 stencil cutting machine as he has stated, for the life of me I
cannot see why he can not make the signs himself, if 1/2 letters are desired. At least you would
think that he could make those signs needed for his own section. It is very unsatisfactory for
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someone to promise to cut the stencils for some one else to make the signs., and then have to
wait until the one who is to do the cutting is disposed to make them.
Since there are about 300 signs for Maine, and since the life of a sign ls about 5 years, it means
that about 60 signs have to be replaced each year. The only distance where maintaining
organizations provide their own signs is from the line to Old Speck, over Baldpate, And the
Bates College section. This leaves about 50 each year for the M.A.T.C. to provide.
Re: Jack Clark. Since I have known Jack, I have never been able to get him sized up. At least
from what I have seen and heard. He has never measured up to me to be a person that could be
depended upon for clear thinking and dependability. My mind is open on this matter and when
the time comes that he proves himself, I am only too willing to accept him at face value. I have
seen some of his trail clearing methods, and heard some of his commitments that he has made
and failed to fullfil that one cannot help from feeling that way.
I do not know what Jack wrote you, I cannot tell whether he actually has a legitimate excuse for
not carrying out his assignments this summer of whether he might be disgruntled about
something.
I can bring you up to date on a few things which might clarify the matters for you. He did send
the trail reports to Louis Chorzempa, all of them. The only ones that Louis wanted or was
interested in was for his own section. This gave us the impression that maybe Clark wasn’t
happy about something. There was no letter or note or anything. Last Sunday Louis drove down
to Clark’s home and returned all of the Trail Reports except for his own section. Clark invited
him in the house and they had a nice long chat. Jack seemed perfectly friendly and satisfied. He
regretted that his business had taken up so much of his time this summer that he had had to
curtail his activities in regards to Trail work.
He told Louis that he would conduct the work trip on Moxie as scheduled. He also said that he
had contact with the two ski groups and that in Sept, when the heat and flies were past that he
would take them to Bigelow on a work trip. At that time Louis and I will join forces with him.
I am unhappy about those signs that I made last winter. It would seem that after the time and
expense had been made to make the signs, the least that could be done was to get them to
somebody to get up. If they are not gotten up soon they will not be of any use for this summer’s
hiking.
Re: the Moxie Work trip. I have committed myself to join in on trip. I expect to bring Louis
Chorzempa and our wives. Then, I hope to bring two or three more. We have plenty of work to
do on Louis’ section but we wanted to help to make this successful project, and a yearly one. We
expected a quite large crowd out, and that there would be some fraternal contacts along with the
work. From your letter I take it, that you will not be present, also that you do not expect Clark to
be present, altho since then he has assured Louis that he will be. Then Miss Stephenson wrote me
that she and Miss Giller were going to paint it "late in August". Now I am wondering if by
chance she was coming at a later date than the trip was planned for. Helon will not be able to join
us because of the rush of work at this time. We have not heard of anyone from either the
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B.C.O.C, or the Maine Alpine Club attending. I am beginning to wonder if there will be anyone
there besides the Wilton group. Neither Louis nor myself would care to lead this project, as you
suggested. We are only too glad to contribute our time if someone else leads. If no one else
except Wilton is to attend, then I would suggest that the trip be cancelled and that we spend our
time on Louis’ section. Should we go we would take my canoe for transportation and would
camp out at the campsite. I would be free to go on a Friday evening, Louis would go on a
Saturday morning. I would return on a Sunday evening, while Louis might stay until midafternoon Monday. I would appreciate full plans in regard to this matter. Any plans should
include Clark’s taking charge.
We have enough tools and white paint here for our needs. I gave Helon some white and some
blue paint for Bigelow and the side trail on Abraham. I had about 3/4 quart of blue left which I
gave Louis for the Bigelow Range Trail. When next we have a general get together I will get
some more blue from Clark. I do not think it wise to secure the tools and paint from Clark, as
you suggested, at the present time. That is, from his cache, that he has.
Louis and I will go in to Orbeton Stream this week-end. This should finish it up in good shape
for this year. We are inviting Gordon Hunt from Rangeley to go with us but do not know
whether or not he can make it. Also we will go up to the Bigelow Range trail and finish that up
one weekend. Then we have offered to give Helon Taylor a week-end of work providing the
Central Maine Power Co., does not come through. We are simply waiting to see the
developments there.
Re: Your suggestion that you take Clark out as Overseer of Trails and put Louis in in his place: It
would not be a wise thing to do as long as Jack is still interested, which Louis says he is.
Furthermore, Louis is not interested in such a move anyway. Louis agreed to try the thing out for
one year only. So far things has worked out very satisfactorily. Louis is very sensitive in regards
to hurting Jack’s feelings. That was why he stipulated the one year. Under the circumstances he
would not consider any change. If the time does come when Jack asks to be relieved, then we can
see what can be worked out.
Regarding Louis taking over Clark’s middle section, that is not a wise move either. He is in the
natural place for him to work. He is contented. He is my only support. Should he take over
Clark’s section, I would not have anyone to go with me, nor would he have anyone to go with
him. If Clark ever asks to be relieved, then a new man should be secured for the middle section.
What we do need is to secure someone to take over the Eastern section for you. It is good of you
to offer to assume command there, but your time is taken up with so much more business that is
so important that you should be freed of this extra burden when a satisfactory successor can be
secured.
Please have a little stationary sent to Louis. He will not need any large amount but does have
some correspondence and it would look better for him.
This missal has necessarily been long. If I have not covered everything, please write me. I am
making a carbon copy for Louis as so much of it concerns him. If you wish to share it with Miss
Stephenson or anyone else, you can use your judgement in the matter.
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cc: Louis Chorzempa
July 19, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cove, Biddeford, Maine. [Handwritten]
Dear Roy:
I have your letter of July 18, and am answering to the above address (instead of Lewiston) so that
it may reach you sooner. Am glad to know that your friend, Harry Brook, is willing to take over
Old Speck’s painting requirements. When I made my trip over Old Speck June 10, I put up all
new board signs (6 in number). I did not paint, as it rained that day, and it would not have made a
lasting job. The Old Speck Firewarden made the trip with me and since he was so interested in
the A.T. I have thought that he might be willing to take over this short section including the
clearing of the East Spur Trail.
Although, biding my time until I should hear from you or your friend in Saco, I said nothing to
him at the time. The board sign that I put up at the highway, bolted to an iron pipe, has been
stolen, pipe and all. Lawson Reeves has made a duplicate since.
As no work from you had been forthcoming, I decided to confer with Jack Clark about the matter.
So July 15 (Sat.) I was at his home in South Windham and we decided that in the near future I
would go up on Old Speck, put up the sign at the highway, paint the trail and put up metal
markers, which would take only slight additional time while making the trip, and approach the
firewarden about taking over the clearing and painting of the East Spur Trail. The open ledges on
this trail afford magnificent views and I believe it is well worth the trouble to keep open.
Now that I have received word from you, I shall await your answer as to whether I should
proceed as I had intended, and let the firewarden know that your friend in Saco is taking over
this section; also asking the firewarden if he would be willing to help your friend clear the East
Spur Trail. Or perhaps, should we let your friend (Harry Brook) take care of the entire matter?
At any rate, should I proceed as I had intended, that much would be accomplished (July 29 or
30)?, and all that would remain for your friend to do this year would be the clearing and
repainting of the East Spur Trail with the assistance of the firewarden.
Am sending copies of this letter to Messrs. Avery and Clark. Awaiting your reply at your earliest
possible convenience.
cc: Myron H. Avery, John W. Clark
P.S. Please note change in my address from Wilton, Me., to Dryden, Maine.
July 20, 1950. Sidney N. Tappan, 8 Conan Street, Beverly, Mass., to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1950 - Compiled by David Field – Page

241

Dear Myron:
Peter and I plan to leave Boston at noon Friday the 4th August 1950 for our annual vacation in
the Maine woods. We should get into camp about nine o’clock Friday night and we expect to
stay there during the following three weeks. We will leave camp after breakfast Saturday the 26th
August 1950. Should you wish to contact us during these three weeks you can either write or
telephone York’s Twin Pine Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
I understand that I am to do: (1) what ever clearing or maintenance may be necessary on the A.T.
from Katahdin Stream to the West Branch, (2) as much clearing or maintenance as I can from the
West Branch via the A.T. to the south end of Rainbow Lake, (3) and if time and energy allow to
re-paint the blue blazes from the West Branch to the north ferry landing on Rainbow Lake. Then
there may be some signs to be placed on Katahdin and a sign to be put up on the cable bridge.
A recent letter from Mrs. E. W. York, Sr. stated that the cable bridge had been repaired and that
there was some travel along the trail.
If you have any further instructions or if I have misunderstood your previous suggestions please
write either to the above address or to York’s Twin Pine Camps.
Peter and I hope that your stay at Antlers Camps will be as pleasant and as fruitful as ours at
York’s.
July 21, 1950. Myron Avery to Harry Brook, Ocean Park, Maine.
Dear Mr. Brook:
I have just had a letter from our mutual friend, Roy P. Fairfield, telling me of your interest in Old
Speck and of your Appalachian Mountain Club connection.
The paint blazes on the Appalachian Trail across Maine terminate at Old Speck. The
Appalachian Mountain Club does not use our paint blaze system. A number of years ago, the
CCC put paint blazes west of Old Speck and, I think, many are still visible to the gratification of
those who have trouble in finding their way over the open spaces.
Roy has told me of your willingness to perform the badly-needed task of repainting the
Appalachian Trail from Grafton Notch to the side trail to the fire-tower. That is most welcome
news. I have sent to you some literature descriptive of the Appalachian Trail, which will serve to
familiarize you with our marking procedures, etc.
Either Roy or I will arrange, in due course, to get to you some paint, markers and galvanized
nails. We use a hardwood floor scraper (with a string through the hole in the scraper hung over
one's shoulder). This smooths the bark for painting. As the blazes expand, we use a brownishgrey neutralizing paint. This is preferable to trying to scrape down over-size trail blazes.
We had, at Lewiston in April, a meeting of our Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I trust that you
will be able to attend the next session. In the administration of the trail, the western half was
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assigned to Louis Chorzempa (Box 64, Dryden, Maine), as Overseer of Trails. Mr. Chorzempa
was recently on Old Speck. I am sending him a copy of this letter so that he will know of your
interest. We are also placing your name on the mailing list to receive the Appalachian Trailway
News, as a maintainer of the Trail in Maine.
Do you happen to have a copy of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine? We are glad, indeed,
to know of your interest and shall look forward to frequent contact.
Sent under separate cover:
Publication No. 5
Publication No. 11
Publication No. 17
"Suggestions to Appalachian Trail Users"
Trail Manual
Appalachian Trailway News (3 copies)
M.A.T.C. Report of last Meeting and leaflet
Cc: Mr. Roy P. Fairfield, Mr. Louie Chorzempa, Mr. Lawson Reeves
7/23/50
P.S. I have sent you by parcel post the following:
3 qts. white paint
2 qts. blue paint
1 qt. brown paint
1 scraper
50 markers
100 galv. Nails
July 21, 1950. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
I have your letter of July 18th, written from Biddeford, Maine.
It is good news, indeed, to know that your friend, Harry Brook of Ocean Park, Maine, is
interested in taking over the Old Speck painting and maintenance.
There is one unfortunate aspect of the situation. That is that Jack Clark has been unable to carry
out any of his commitments or deal with any of his matters. Consequently, it will only stall
matters to rely on him to send your friend paint, metal markers and nails. We are, therefore,
sending to him by parcel post, the following:
3 qts. white paint
2 qts. blue paint
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1 scraper
50 markers
Galvanized nails
I have made copies of the letters to you from Assistant Professor A. G. Randall and T. S. Curtis,
Faculty Manager of Athletics of the University of Maine Outing Club. I return the originals,
together with two additional carbons, which you could send on as you desire.
I do not believe that the University of Maine crew got in very far toward Moxie Bald Mountain.
As an emergency measure, we have gone back to having some trail work done by the Monson
boys. Thus, any failure of the Maine Outing Club to attain its objective this year will be of little
consequence and, if we can get them underway next year, it may be really productive.
I am glad to note that you are willing to take on one additional chore, that is of seeing that this
group gets indoctrinated. Whatever supplies or material you require we can send on, as you
direct.
I am glad to know that you feel we will get somewhere if we keep plugging. I had hoped that our
activities would have been more productive in the way of stimulating maintenance groups but
what you, Lawson and Chorzempa have accomplished has helped tremendously.
I envy you, you plutocrat, your western trip. I am beginning to wonder now whether I will get
away from here at all.
Enclosures:
Original and 2 copies of Randall and Curtis letters to Mr. Fairfield
Copies to:
Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Miss Jean Stephenson
July 21, 1950. Myron Avery to C. J. Kealiher, West Branch Ponds Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Cliff:
I wrote you a little while ago that I hoped to be in your area in July. Developments down here
have held matters up and I think it will be very late in August before I am able to leave. If
matters get worse that may go by the board.
Two boys from Monson, Milton Anderson and Edward Simpson, are coming in to do some work
on the trail. 1 do not know whether the gate is still kept locked across the road but, since they
would need permission to get through, I am writing this letter of introduction. I am telling
Anderson to write you when he is coming so that you will tell the gate keeper to let him through.
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The boys will probably camp over at Third West Branch Ponds since the lumbering is stopped
and I imagine there is no one around there. If there is, they can find out from you as they come
through where the best place is to camp.
I hope that you are having a satisfactory season and that all is going well. I also hope that they
leave you at West Branch Ponds instead of sending you back to the Pacific.
cc: Mr. Milton Anderson
July 21, 1950. Myron Avery to Milton Anderson Monson, Maine.
Dear Milton:
I received, last night, your letter of July 15th, asking for work directions for the West Branch
Ponds area.
I have told Miss Park of the time set forth in your letter (20 hours). Since you are going to make
the trip, she is sending the money to you at once before she leaves on her vacation- She will want
you to send her, in the enclosed envelope, a statement of the days worked and the number of
hours.
I am waiting to get your reply with respect to working on the Barren Chairback Range. It means
that you would have to get into Long Pond. Perhaps the easiest way would be to go to the Dam
and be taken up to the head of the Pond by boat. It would be a very costly piece of work for us
but it is very much needed. This section was not cleared last year. You would have a very
comfortable place to stay and the Camps have very good food. We would want to have this trail
cleared intensively. You would not do any work on the side trails. I would have to send you the
trail data and maps for you use the tractor road, the blue-blazed trail and the trail to Dore’s
Camps in getting up on to the ridge. You would have to put in another day from Long Pond
Stream to clear between Cloud Pond and the summit of Barren since you could not reach it from
the Camps.
What I want to do is to try to arrange so that I can meet you at Perham’s after you have worked
there about a week and are still there. I want to work with you so that if it is not sufficiently
complete the necessary work can be done. Since this is a lumbered area there is a lot of small
sprouts and raspberry bushes. It will require a thorough job but from what I have seen of your
work I know you will care for that.
I have been a little concerned over the reference to passing around logs. We want to get cut out
all the new down logs. If we leave them and they keep piling up, the trail becomes very much a
mess. Some of the old logs that have been left for years we forget about but we don't want the
number to increase. As soon as I hear from you about how you can get to Perham’s and when, I
would write and make arrangements with the Camps. As I said, the Club would pay the board
bill. It would mean working each day you were there and you would have to put in at least a
week of steady work.
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I would like to get something done on the Gulf Hagas Trail. It has not been cleared since 1946. I
would not spend much time on the section between the north bank of Long Pond and the West
Branch except to cut out the alders near the river. I want to do the real clearing on the north bank
where Gulf Hagas is. There are a lot of spruce limbs to cut off. The painting needs to be renewed.
The best way of reaching it is by boat from either Dore’s or Perham’s and walking back to
Perham’s. If you got to Perham’s you could put in a couple of days clearing and, if my plans to
meet you after you have worked for a week or more materialize, we could do the painting. There
are an awful lot of side trails and it would take careful work on the painting.
I am enclosing a letter which I have written to the proprietor of the Camps at West Branch Ponds
in order to get you admitted by the gate. I am sending to you the trail data and the maps. I am
also sending a list of tools. If you use any of the equipment at any of these places, be sure to list
it in your report so that we will know exactly what is at each Camp.
I am enclosing three copies of a work sheet for the West Branch Ponds area. I am leaving space
after each item so that you can write in what you do. We will want a very full report on this,
listing exactly what is done and how matters stand. It is very important that you have your saw
so that you can take out a clump of broken down trees which are about one half mile east of the
Third West Branch Pond. We want these cut out close to the roots and not try to detour the trail
around them.
This section will not involve too much walking and you can reach it where the trail leaves the
East Branch of Pleasant River, a mile east of the Pleasant River Dam and return to your camp.
Most of the days would involve not too much walking.
I am enclosing an addressed, stamped envelope and I would want you to send me the trail data,
maps, and other stuff back as soon as you finish the trip.
When I hear from you as to when you could go to Perham’s (and you would need to pick a very
specific date) I will send on the trail data and maps for that area, together with work directions.
We are most anxious to have the east part of the Barren-Chairback Range cleaned up and in good
shape. If we get that done, I think that we will have some more work in late August. Mr. Smith
and I are planning to go over the trail between the Penobscot West Branch and West Branch
Ponds and to help with the work; if the money holds out, we are planning on taking you and your
helper along. It would be a good trip for you and would probably take about ten days. It all
depends on how the Barren-Chairback Range work comes on and the reports which we receive.
Enclosure -Schedule of work
{Copy Miss Park}
July 21, 1950. By Myron Avery
SCHEDULE OF WORK
WEST BRANCH PONDS
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1. If gate tender on road two miles from West Branch Pond does not have your name, as a result
of my letter to Mr, Kealiher, have him telephone West Branch Pond Camps to get permission to
let you through. Send Mr. Kealiher a note telling him when you are to arrive. You had probably
better drop in at the Camps as you go through. Your camping place would be over on Third West
Branch Pond.
WORK SCHEDULE:
First Day:
Work from Third West Branch Pond toward slope on White Cap. This is hardwood growth.
Second Day:
Work in hardwood growth and through the spruce to the junction with the blue blazed trail on
White Cap. Take ax so as to cut out any down spruce logs.
On the second day, in keeping with the directions I have given before, you put in a campsite
where the blue trail from West Branch Ponds comes into the Appalachian Trail. It should be in
the level area on the west side of the brook that you cross.
You will blaze a trail and fix a space for a latrine, down-slope from the stream. Be careful in all
of these things to get the latrine spot well out of sight and always on the opposite slope from the
water. It means throwing up a fireplace, putting in sticks to hold cooking pots and clearing
enough ground for a tent. It would be better to have this structure within sight of the brook rather
than exactly where the side trail and blue trail meet.
You will not do any clearing on the blue side trail.
The next three days will be used clearing toward Yoke Ponds. You will go east on the trail to a
point where you turn sharp left, uphill, at 6.75 miles. You will notice that the road going into
Third West Branch Ponds cuts across the trail a mile from the West Branch Ponds road. The
place where the trail turns north at 6.75 miles is very easy to spot. To the right it is about 50
yards to the East Branch of Pleasant River. Here is where another campsite is to go in.
You would need to blaze the old trail to the right and, if you can take any blue paint, to paint it, it
will make a complete job. When you go this way it will be a long day with a good deal of
walking. The two miles before you reach this turn have a good deal of grass which, of course,
you would not do any cutting on.
The clump of trees that I spoke of, that we want to get cut out, is one-half mile east of the Third
West Branch Ponds road.
The trail data of Section 8 give you the material you need for going up on White Cap.
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As I wrote you, for this job we will allow you five (5) work days and will allow you 5¢ a mile
for your driving distance from Monson to Third West Branch Pond.
You will want to study your map because of the number of lumber roads which Hollingsworth
and Whitney has cut in the region.
Trail data and maps sent to Monson under separate cover.
July 21, 1950. Warren A. Ricker, Troutdale Camps, The Forks, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Should have written before but have been awful busy.
I have been up trail to B.M. twice this week so will report what I found.
Only one tree across trail and I will cut that out this week.
I threw dead branches out all the way up and the only thing which makes the trail imperfect is
the grass and weeds from Bear Brook (west) to spot where you leave it two miles S.W. We have
had 5 hikers over trail this year, 2 going (west) in May and 2 from Farmington, Me. going to
Katahdin in June. Quite a write up in paper about these two “15 years old.”
Yesterday, 1 man from “Conn.” came thru at 6 P.M. and kept going West in hopes of making it
home.
Angie is letting the girls know all the questions they have asked as to taxies etc.
Will leave paint here at camp for them outside at present is in Caratunk.
P.S. Beavers were caught out enough so Bear Brook is O.K. at present.
July 21, 1950. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Stan:
A little while back I wrote as to the activities of the Mechanicsburg Explorer Scouts.
All of the commitments which Jack Clerk made in connection with this summer’s trail work
have descended upon us and we are obliged to salvage the situation. Consequently, if any help
can be obtained from this source, I am most anxious to utilize it.
Probably you have passed my inquiry on to those more closely in touch with the problem. I
would greatly appreciate your checking the situation and letting me know the prospects.
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What has the Maine Alpine Club been able to accomplish in the way of its maintenance work? I
thought that Miss Stephenson’s article in the Pine Cone was most excellent. Had we known, we
could have said that the Cable Bridge was finished on June 7th. She has written to the Highway
Department to try to obtain details and a photograph. If you have any sources in this connection.
It would be of great help.
I am sending a copy of this note to Sidney Tappan, who maintains the Trail to the Penobscot
West Branch so that when he goes to York’s Camps in August he would have in mind trying to
get photographs if Miss Stephenson has not obtained them from other sources. We hope to
publicize the matter.
Copies furnished: Mr. Sidney Tappan, Miss Jean Stephenson
July 21, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
I received your letter of July l7th and I appreciate what you have told me.
I should imagine that the uncompleted section of trail at the east end of Mt. Bigelow would
discourage travel. I have heard nothing in response to my letter to the Central Maine Power
Company and I am following up this matter. It would be of great help to us if they would
undertake this work.
There are three matters which you might bear in mind when you go to Bigelow:
1. To install a sort of latrine at the Bigelow Col Lean-to.
2. To check to see if the 2 signs stating that the trail on Bigelow is interrupted are in place.
3. The Storeys have written that travelers have difficulty in finding where the trail
crosses the new graveled road at Jerome Brook Lean-to. Jack Clark was to shift the sign
from this Lean-to to the road crossing.
You might have in mind to see about these things if there is any opportunity.
I note what you write about your visit to Jack Clark and think that that was a very helpful thing
for you to have done. I am, however, very dubious about his taking any action in connection with
the Mt. Bigelow trip. Unfortunately, none of his commitments or promises have materialized,
and, as much as I regret to have to express this opinion, think you would need proceed with this
in mind. The two ski clubs did represent possibilities on maintenance. Unfortunately, any work
in September will be after the trail use is over. The plan of going up in September as the best
way of interesting the two clubs is fine, if it materializes. I think, however, that you will have to
keep eternally after this project and not leave it to Jack's initiative.
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1 think since the relocation comes into the old trail at the east end of Little Bigelow, probably, by
reason of the flowage, there is no travel on Little Bigelow. So, all in all, the fact that it has not
been cleared this summer will not mean much of a loss.
1f you should make contact with Clark again, I think it would be well to draw some of the supply
of tools and paint which he has.
We have had on unverified rumor that the East Carry Pond Loan-to burned last year. I have
written the Camp Proprietor.
You and Lawson have talked over the Clark situation so that I know you are not relying on his
initiative. Probably my word of caution in this connection is unnecessary. It would be of great
help if the plan went through and the ski clubs could be induced to interest themselves in the area.
What you and Lawson have accomplished on the western end has meant a great deal to us.
Copy to: Mr. Lawson Reeves, Miss Jean Stephenson
July 21, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have received your letter of July 18th and I appreciate your writing me at such length. I will
answer that letter in a day or two but in the meantime 1 think I had better get out of the way a
more pressing matter.
I think that it is totally useless to count on Jack Clark’s participation in the Moxie Pond work trip.
1 think that we are fortunate that you and Louis plan to attend.
Miss Stephenson and I are writing you under separate cover, outlining some plans for sending
notice to all the club members and trying to get some of the groups, with whom we have been in
contact, present. Miss Stephenson is changing her plans to get there. 1 hope that, when you
receive this letter, that you will be disposed to reconsider and provide as ranking officer of the
Club, any supervision necessary. This is an essential and 1 feel sure that we can rely on your
cooperation in being willing to defer your own views to the necessities of the situation. I can
hardly, at this distance, furnish full plans and there is little probability that Clark would care for
what is necessary to furnish the information or make the advance plans.
Someone would need to know the working details. Accordingly, I am going to use this letter to
outline what needs be done. Miss Stephenson is altering her plans. I have to pick up the BarrenChairback situation. With our efforts, I feel that we could count you and Louis to do what is
needed on the ground.
It would be most discouraging if you persist in your thought of cancelling this essential program.
Please reserve any further action until you can have the joint letter from Miss Stephenson and
myself, outlining plans.
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I have written a letter of introduction to Mr. Warren Ricker at Troutdale Camps. The proprietor
is Mrs. Angelina McNeil. I think you will find Ricker very cooperative and he will help about
getting across the pond and down to the campsite. I should warn you to take water for I do not
think there is any good water near there. Bear Brook has a lot of beaver flowages. In an effort to
try to salvage something from the plans made for this summer, I have arranged for the boys from
Monson to continue the trail clearing work done by the Maine Outing Club. They will work west
to the Moxie Bald Fire tower.
There is a bad mile through the fire-killed section, which requires shears and weeders.
Most of the dead trees are down and what are in the trail have to stay. There is one point to
watch for. That is to renew the barricade where, where you come south from the firetower and
cross the campground on the slope of the mountain, there is a tendency to overlook the sharp
right turn and continue down the old lumber road. We dropped some trees to turn people off here.
The barricade should be renewed.
The other thing, which could be done to advantage, would be to put in the Bear Brook Landing
Campsite. This would mean leaving the fireplace, which you use for your trip, and putting in the
type of latrine which we have used at the lean-tos. Miss Stephenson can care for blue-blazing the
trail to the campsite, and blue-blazing the side trail. Everything will then be finished there except
for the sign. This involves a correction in signs Nos. 181 and 182. Sign 181 will now read:
Sign No. 181 At Bear Brook Landing,
at edge of pond, at 15.78 m.
Maine Forest Service
Bear Brook Landing Campsite
Sign No. 182, same place as No. 181, put up junction of side trail.
Appalachian Trail
←Moxie Bald Mountain Campsite
Bear Brook Landing Campsite
Pleasant Pond Campsite

6.53 m.
100 yds.→
7.02 m. →

I know that you have sworn off sign work and are disgusted with the delay in getting up the signs
which you made last winter, but I suspect that you may want to make a complete job and,
consequently, I am giving you the information which will enable you to finish the matter of
putting in this campsite.
While I am talking about it, I may aa well say something about the condition on the west side of
the pond. The trail follows the old railroad for a mile and then turns west, up the slope of
Pleasant Pond Mountain. For a mile in the hardwoods it is somewhat bushy. When it reaches the
high slope and gets into the spruce, it is fairly open. From the firetower to Pleasant Pond we have
never had any trouble. This is one of the sections which Jack Clark assumed but it is, I think,
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unfortunately too clear that he will not be able to do anything with it. I mention the situation so
that if you had a surplus of labor and the opportunity, you could spend it on the mile and a half
just west of the road.
There is a campsite listed for Pleasant Pond. When you read the trail data you will see that the
trail (going west) turns right into a road which continues left, downhill, 200 yards to the shore of
the pond. This was the site selected two years ago. When Jack Clark looked into it he found
somebody building a camp on the very spot and the worse for wear. Jack did not follow it up any
further. It may be that the possibility of getting a campsite on the shore of the pond is gone and it
would have to be put in just where the trail crosses a brook before making the turn that I spoke of.
Jack has a sign for this area. If he should go on the trip there would be a chance of getting this
out of the way. I am telling you the situation so that if it should happen that you were in that
locality you could investigate to see whether, as a result of the building that Jack wrote about we
would have to relocate the campsite. We could correct the Guidebook and the sign list
appropriately.
I am glad to dispose of this problem with respect to sign 296 for the Maine - New Hampshire
line. Send it to
A.M.C. Trailmaster
Hutton Lodge
Whitefleld, New Hampshire
It will be put up by the A.M.C. crew.
Anderson has enlisted in the Army thinking he would still have 30 days. Fortunately his
associate has volunteered to carry on. Anderson and Simpson cleared from Dore's side trail to
what they term "the fire tower”. This must be a very recent development on Barren Mountain. So
the west half of the Barren Chairback Range has been cleared.
{Copy: Chorzempa, Miss Stephenson}
July 22, 1950. Edward Simpson, Box 164, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
We started Sunday afternoon (July 16, 1950) from St. Regis lumber camp road for Cloud Pond,
stopped two hours later at Barren Mountain slide and made camp. It rained most of the night.
Monday. Left slide at eight o’clock arrived twelve minutes after eleven at Cloud Pond. Rain had
stopped but very wet and foggy. Spent afternoon drying out and building front on lean-to to keep
out mosquitoes. They are very thick here.
Tuesday. Spent day working from Cloud Pond along the trail. Work consisted mostly of clipping
small spruce trees and clearing away blueberry bushes in the trail. Worked from eight o’clock to
twenty seven minutes past two, allowing half hour for lunch, work time. Six hours. Started to
rain within fifteen minutes after we arrived camp. Showered for about a half hour. After an early
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supper we decided to take the small steel saw at the camp and saw out the fallen trees across the
trail from Cloud Pond to the tower that you mentioned in your letter. We worked from five
o’clock to eight fifteen. Total time for day 9 hours, fifteen minutes.
Wednesday. Started work nine o’clock along trail using clippers going to Long Pond, arrived
Dore’s blue trail at one o’clock and started back using weeders. Trail was in bad condition. We
worked till thirty four minutes past three. With half hour out for lunch. Work time six hours.
The blue trail to Cloud Pond lean-to camp was in very poor condition. There was no sign
pointing to the trail and bushes covered the blue trail markers. There was nothing to distinguish it
from any of the other chopping trails. We put up a shingle sign and cleared out the trail. Time
one and three quarter hours. Total time for day 7 and ¾ hours.
Thursday. Worked from seven thirty to nine thirty clearing Spring and View Point blue trail and
South View Point blue trail. View was hampered because of trees. Worked three hours clipping
trail from Cloud Pond to Watchman’s tower. Then we started for home.
Time Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Total time

2 hours
3 “
9¾“
7¾“
5 “
27 hours
60
$16.20

Milton has joined the Army. He thought that he would have to go to Bangor to take his physical
and would then have twenty one days before he would have to report for duty. He was sent
straight through from Bangor and is on the way to Fort Dix.
I worked as a substitute last year both painting and clearing. I worked in by the Little Wilson
falls and on the side of Borestone Mountain and helped Mickey clear trail to Moxie Bald
Mountain last year.
I believe I can get someone to work with me on the territory of your letter of July 16, 1950. If it
is satisfactory to you. We can leave Wednesday afternoon (July 26). If you do not wish me to
continue wire me collect.
P.S. I am eighteen years old.
July 22, 1950. Paul R. Jenks, 141-48 33rd Avenue, Flushing, N.Y. to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
My dear Captain Avery:
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What seems to the victim like an entirely unnecessarily severe attack of rheumatic fever (clearly
indicating my lapse into a second childhood) has laid me horizontal, so that instead of being at
Whitefield by now I am here in bed.
So, will you send the A.T. sign for the Me.-N.H. boundary on our Mahoosuc Trail to
A.M.C. Trailmaster
Hutton Lodge
Whitefield, N.H.
I will write them to be certain that sign is placed in position, and I think it will be done.
July 22, 1950. Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cove, Biddeford, Maine, to Louis Chorzempa. [Handwritten]
Dear Lou,
Thanx for your letter; I’m sorry I was unable to get this matter cleared up before you went to all
the trouble.
I wish I knew a bit more about the East Spur Trail but my guidebook is in Lewiston. As I said in
my letter to Myron, I was able to get Harry Brook on the basis that he’d only paint the main trail
and said nothing about the Spur. I haven’t been able to see Harry yet, but when I do perhaps I
could talk with him about the possibility of getting help from the firewarden.
Would it be possible for you to get in touch with the warden without climbing Old Speck to see
if he would clear the side trail, then let Harry paint it when he gets up there? If you could, I think
that would put me in a better position at the moment where I told him the job involved painting
for the most part, not clearing. Please drop me a card first of the week on this point. I’ll try to see
Harry next Wednesday.
July 23, 1950. Myron Avery to Seymour R. Smith, Watertown, Connecticut.
Dear Seymour:
The enclosed letters to Mr. and Mrs. Perham and to Sidney Tappan illustrate the present state of
the union as far as I am concerned. I have been hoping that I could make a short trip to Long
Pond in advance of our own trip.
I have felt that I owed it to you to let you know the possibilities as to my getting away. My hope
is that I can use the last week of August and the first week of September. I would not want you in
a situation where you were deprived of your vacation through my being forced to change plans.
Matters are moving on very fast, indeed, and there is always the possibility that a crisis will
develop and all leave will be cancelled. [The Korean War had just begun.]
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You have, no doubt, wondered as to the situation and I did want to tell you how matters stand at
the present moment. I will, of course, communicate with you immediately if there should be any
positive change.
Ehclosures- Copy of Letter to Perhams, Copy of Letter to Sidney Tappan
July 23, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. & Mrs. Earl Perham, Chairback Mountain Camps.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Perham:
I sent off last week to myself in your care, by express prepaid, the pack and the measuring wheel.
I sent them to Brownville Junction.
I would appreciate your letting me know when they arrive.
Matters down here are moving on very fast and there is always the chance that things will
develop so that all of these plans and arrangements will have to be cancelled. I hope that it will
come a little more slowly, however, if it has to come.
1 wrote you in the spring that plans were made to have accomplished the much-needed clearing
between Cloud Pond and Long Pond. These plans fell through, due to Mr. Clark’s inability to get
away from his work at the S. D. Warren Company. This is the only section of trail that was not
worked over in Maine last year and must be the worst in the state. I am very much concerned
over its condition. Accordingly, we are trying to see if, assuming none of us can get away,
whether we can do anything to improve conditions.
We have managed to scrape together a little money this year for trail work, although we had not
expected to have to spend any. Two boys who worked on the trail last year and did a good job
have cleared between Barren Mountain and Blanchard for us this year. They are Milton.
Anderson and Edward Simpson. Anderson has just finished high school. In order to avoid having
this section go unworked this year, I am writing to ask what arrangements we could make to
have them stay at the Camps and work out from there. It would take a full week. Miss Park
would pay their bill directly to you. We would want to do it on the most economical basis
possible. You could have them eat in the kitchen if it makes it any easier and anything else that
will cut down the expense.
I do not know yet how they could get in. I have written to ask about this. One of the boys has an
old car which might stand the trip by Katahdin Iron Works. If not, could they be met at the Dam
since they could walk in from Long Pond Stream?
By using the side trails they ought to be able to work out from the Camp.
If conditions here permit, I would try to work out my own plans to come in just as they were
finishing the work in order to go over it and make arrangements for doing anything additional. I
would also like to have them spend a couple of days on Gulf Hagas.
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I am trying to locate a lot of signs for Gulf Hagas, which were shifted around a couple of years
ago from Dore's when Mr. Clark thought he was going to clear there. My recollection is that they
were left with Mrs. Green at Katahdin Iron Works. Would you ask her about it?
To restate my questions so that I can determine whether we can swing this project:
1. What rate per day could you make while these two boys work on the trail? _________
2. Could they be met at the Dam?

___________

3. If they drive in from Katahdin Iron Works, where do they stop?

___________

4. Are the Gulf Hagas signs at Mrs. Greene's?

___________

Just as soon as I have your reply, I will write you and I would instruct Anderson to let you know
when they expect to arrive and the method of coming.
cc:

Edward Simpson, Monson, Maine
Miss Park, Miss Stephenson, Mr. Smith

{The boys have cleared from Long Pond Stream east to Dore’s side trail.}
July 23, 1950. Myron Avery to Edward Simpson, Monson, Maine. [Originally addressed to
Milton Anderson]
Dear Milton [sic]:
I am sending you a copy of the inquiry that I have written to the Perhams. I am writing up
instructions which I will send with the trail data, maps, etc., if we can work out a satisfactory
arrangement.
In the meantime you will have been able to do the job at West Branch Ponds and go as far as
Moxie Bald Mountain so that there will be no lost time.
July 23, 1950. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I am glad, indeed, to have your letter of July 20th.
I appreciate your cooperation and courtesy in writing me so early and asking if there are any
additional items that we wished cared for.
As you perhaps have guessed from the newspaper accounts, the tempo in Washington is speeded
up tremendously. We all feel it and it may conceivably result in the necessity of cancelling all
plans for getting away.
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I had hoped that Seymour Smith and I could start at Rainbow lake and work south to Joe Mary.
We would try to get north to the point where you stop clearing from the Cable Bridge south.
Incidentally, because of the distance from Rainbow, that is going to be a tremendous help to us.
I had been hoping that I could make this the last week in August and the first week in September.
That is very late for any practical purposes in trail clearing (for use by trail travelers) but there
was no alternative by reason of developments in my own situation which have precluded my
getting away any earlier.
I confirm your plans for your own work:
1. Reclearing, as required, from Katahdin Stream to the West branch.
2. Such clearing as you are able to accomplish from the West Branch toward Rainbow
Lake.
3. Blue blaze intensively, if possible, along the West Branch Tote Road, on the RainbowNesowadnehunk Trail. (Beech sprouts are too dense to permit any clearing except
perhaps in front of the blazes.)
There are one or two other matters which I hoped you could care for but the people who were
doing the tasks here have not yet met their commitments. It may be that the matter will move on
fast enough so I can send the items to you at York's Camps. These are:
1. Install a sign on the north bank pillar of the Cable Bridge and replace any interruption
of the paint marking caused by the repair of the Bridge. (You will have seen my letter asking that
you bear in mind any opportunity for photographs of the repaired Bridge which Miss Stephenson
wishes to use for some articles.)
2. The master signs on Katahdin were to have been replaced through bolting them to the
existing signs. The renewal of the signs at the summit, which are now much worn, is quite a
chore requiring hardware and exact placing of holes, etc. It is described in the first five pages of
the sign list, which I believe you have. We came to the conclusion that it would be simpler to
bolt the new signs on to the old ones. This would require use of a bit and covering the bolt with
paint, etc., to prevent rust and consequent defacing of the signs. It did seem the easier method.
The new signs are incised but, unfortunately, Mr. Pryor has not completed the job and I doubt if
they will be ready. The same situation applies to the signs at Katahdin Stream which were to be
replaced.
3. We were trying to prepare a replacement sign about registration in such a manner as to
avoid the deterioration caused by temperature range action on the inherent moisture. This would
require bolting the new notice to the post. This project, unfortunately, has not been completed.
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I mention these matters so that you will know that they are being worked on and certainly should
be accomplished by another year. It is unfortunate to have to put up with these deteriorated signs
but it looks as if this will occur this year.
4. We wish you would examine the cylinder and the registration notebook situation. The
cover came off but was repaired by the fellow who made the cylinder and Harold Dyer said that
it had been re-installed. He had cared for the matter of replacing the notebooks and sending them
to Miss Stephenson. I do not know whether his successor, Robert Dyer, was told of this or
whether there was a notebook available or if there is a spare one. To prevent any possible
mischance, I am suggesting to Miss Stephenson that she arrange to have a couple sent to you at
York's as early as possible so that you can carry two with you when you go to the mountain. If
you find the present book fairly well filled, it would be well to substitute the new one so that it
would last the balance of the season. I am enclosing an extra copy of this letter, which you may
wish to take to York's. I think that I have covered all the matters so that you will have a full
understanding of the situation.
I wish very much, indeed, that I could be at Daicey Pond and that we could make one of these
trips together.
We envy you and Peter at York’s. I shall look forward to hearing from you as to any
developments in the area since this letter may have to serve as my visit to the area.
Copy to: Mr. Seymour R. Smith, Miss Jean Stephenson
July 23, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
I received the copy of your letter to Roy Fairfield after I had acted on Fairfield's letter to me. I
was able to deal with it rather promptly. Roy asked me to write a letter to Harry Brook of Ocean
Park, Maine, and send him literature. I did this. Roy spoke of getting Jack Clark to send paint. I
felt that it was improbable that Jack would get to this so, to avoid delay, and losing this prospect,
I arranged to have blue and white paint, markers, nails and a scraper sent by parcel post. I am
sorry if moving the matter on so fast has crossed up any of your plans. I do think that the
important thing is to add Brook to the list of trail maintainers. I would say that it would be up to
you as to whether you wanted to go ahead with your scheduled trip or perhaps try to make
arrangements to have him join you. Whichever way you decide, he has the necessary material to
undertake the work. 1 think the best thing would be to leave it with you to make further contact
and arrangements on the basis of how to handle the matter but to definitely have him take over
responsibility for this section.
There is one matter of major importance which I would ask that you take on and handle to a
conclusion. Of all the groups at the April meeting the Mechanicsburg Explorer Scouts seemed
the best possibility. I have twice written Stanley Attwood to see what was being done. I think we
should try to make more use of them than to assist the Maine Alpine Club in handling Baldpate.
My idea is to try to use them on Bigelow. (Incidentally, unless the Central Maine Power
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Company does work on the Little Bigelow end, I don't quite see how one group could start there
on your proposed work trip in September for it would seem impossible to follow the route unless
Helen Taylor were available.)
1 am very dubious of the ski club project developing. If Clark is unsuccessful on his contacts
then Bigelow is uncleared in 1950 and we lose the benefit of the Forest Service work.
Consequently, I would think it of the greatest importance for you to try to follow through and
make positive arrangements to get the Explorer Scouts on the Bigelow trip with the idea of
interesting them in the section and taking over maintenance.
As I see the situation, our paramount problem is to concentrate on trying to get the maintaining
groups broken in. If you could stay with the Mechanicsburg [sic] Explorer Scouts and get them
worked in to the Bigelow project you would make a major contribution to what you have already
done this year.
I hope very much that you will agree with me and will take on this assignment, looking for
complete solution of the Bigelow problem.
1 had not known that a supply of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club stationary had not been sent
to you. I am asking Treasurer Park to care for this before she leaves on her vacation. 1 am also
asking her to have a stamp made reading
Louis Chorzempa
Assistant Overseer of Trails
You can then use the stamp in writing to people to give an official stamp to your letters. You will
have noted that in writing among ourselves we economize by not using the letterhead paper.
Miss Park will not be able to care for the matter of the stamp until she returns from her vacation.
Copies furnished: Miss Marion Park, Roy P. Fairfield, Lawson Reeves
July 23, 1950. Myron Avery to John W. Clark.
Dear Jack:
On receipt of your letter of July 17th, I mailed you an additional copy of the July 8th letter to
Anderson, referred to in my telegram.
On June 23rd your long-hand note said that I would hear from you in detail on the next Monday
as to the date of your going to the Barren-Chairback Range. Your letter of July 17th indicates
that you have abandoned the project. This, as we developed at the April meeting, was the section
in Maine of The Appalachian Trail not worked for the longest period. It is a critical spot. I feel
that you could have contributed a great deal by getting Anderson and Simpson in there and
getting them under may. It is hard to salvage the matter at such a late date and with my telephone
calls and telegrams, I hardly know what more I could have done to have obtained some response.
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There was no inventory with your last letter. The inventory is a typed one attached to the set of
Trail Reports; {also set forth in my letter April 25; have you 3 cartons of white paint?}
I wrote you, outlining what I thought could be done to salvage the situation. We have the supply
of paint and tools which I placed with you as a source of supply in Maine. My telegram asked
that you send on all signs except for your section. If these reach me shortly, we can get some of
them up this season. To close out the matter, I would ask that you immediately send these signs,
the excess tools and paint by express to me at the address given below. When you take that
action, I will proceed to announce your formal resignation, although as I first wrote you, I would
much have preferred to have accompanied it by saying what we have been able to accomplish
and the arrangements made.
I hope that you will be able to lend your trail clearing assistance at Moxie Pond and to get over
your own section. You will have seen from the correspondence that the East Carry Pond Lean-to
must have been burned in 1949.
It ought not to require too much time to box up and express the surplus tools, paint, and, above
all, the signs. The Trail Reports not retained by Chorzempa can be included.
While we are dealing with matters, it seems to me preferable to be more realistic with respect to
the size of the section which should be assigned to you. From the Kennebec to the East Base of
Bigelow is a man-sized section and I think that we should list from the Moxie Pond to the
Kennebec River as unassigned.
P.S. Anderson has joined the Army, so this opportunity is gone.
July 23, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine.
Dear Lawson:
Thank you for replying in such detail to my letter of July 11th. To gain time, I wrote you
separately shout the Moxie Pond work trip. I have discussed your letter of July 18th with Miss
Park and Miss Stephenson. I am commenting on the remaining items of your letter of July 18th:
1. Signs. In the fall we should have a revised final sign list and a list of what is required to
complete the program. Based on past experience, renewals should average far less than your
indicated fifty. At the moment you and Pryor are our sources of supply. I hope that the number
required will be so few that the one-half inch stencils can be filled in to produce the best
appearing sign with a saving of expense in the boards, postage and the difficulty of transporting
them, etc.
We agree that Mrs. Reeves and Mrs. Chorsempa will be entitled to maintaining membership
cards after the sign program is accomplished. See that it is not overlooked.
2, Overseer of Trails. I think that my letter must have been misunderstood, as I could not have
suggested to take Clark out and put Louis in his place. The position is officially vacant. I told
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you of Clark's explanation of his inability to do the job as required. I became apprehensive long
before the April meeting by reason of the lack of action required and was even doubtful of his
attendance or arrival on time. I pressed that point. After the meeting, and particularly when
Anderson wrote that Clark had not given him any directions as to Trail work and there were no
plans for the essential Barren-Chairback work, I repeatedly unsuccessfully telephoned him. Then
came his letter. I felt that, for his own reputation and standing with his associates, I should not
make the bald announcement of his dropping out, with all of his commitments uncared for and
the situation generally messed up. I wrote him on the line of what we would take over and plans
for salvaging the task. The only thing that he has gone ahead with was to comply with my
request to send Louis the Trail Reports. That is the significance of his action in that connection.
I think we have a little different impression of what is required of an Overseer of Trails. It is a
supervisory activity, requiring contact with maintaining groups. Of course, he has to be familiar
with the terrain but he does not have direct responsibility for any maintenance or should not have
to do what Louis did for the Bigelow Range Trail. It needs one person to coordinate all of the
activities, although assistants are very helpful. It requires much letter writing and contact. Clark
had secretarial service. Writing letters in long hand is a chore, especially since we try to send
copies to keep everyone informed.
I hope that Louis will be disposed to continue in his present assignment another year, by which
time I hope that, with our efforts directed toward the Mechanics Falls Explorer Scouts, there will
be no vacancies in the maintaining groups. We have to face the fact that we need an overseer for
the entire State and in our group at the moment there seem a to be no one qualified or willing for
this task. Consequently, to hold the situation, we have to improvise and substitute ourselves to
prevent the plans outlined at the April meeting from completely collapsing.
3. Equipment. I had felt it desirable to have a source in Maine where any groups could be readily
supplied. Clark has much in the way of tools and paint. I feel that it is useless to expect him to
comply with requests to distribute this material and consequently, unless another cache can be
developed and the material obtained from him, I shall ask him to express it back here, saving
what he needs for his own section. I telegraphed him ten days ago to ship to me all of the signs
except for his section. Then I will take on the unnecessary labor of trying to get these to people
who will put them up.
4. Stationery. Stationery is being sent to Chorzempa. We are sorry to have overlooked having
this accomplished.
I appreciate your thought of having me relieved of maintenance problems in Eastern Maine.
However, the central section is more acute.
I am somewhat surprised that Clark did not make clear to Chorzempa that he had officially
pulled out. I can appreciate that not understanding this may have affected your approach to some
of the matters, such as at Moxie Pond, and you were thinking that, if he was officially acting as
Overseer of Trails, anyone else’s efforts to salvage the situation would be productive of no
accomplishment, and could perhaps create friction. You will see that this is not the situation at all.
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The fact that I have the formal resignation of Clark as of a month ago alters the situation
completely. We have no Overseer of Trails. What Clark does is by way of attempting to selvage
some of his commitments. Perhaps I should not have given consideration to protecting his
reputation and hoping thereby to continue his interest. In dealing with him to avoid any
misunderstanding, I suggest that you and Louis have no hesitation in making clear that you
understand he has resigned and that in due course an official announcement will he made. My
reason for asking your views about a substitute was with the thought that it would be desirable to
announce the successor at the time the resignation was publicized.
I trust that what I have written at length about this situation will eliminate your concern over
encroaching on Clark's prerogatives.
*****
This part of the letter deals with my request that you assist in preventing the Moxie Pond trip
from going by default. You will remember we discussed it as a potential summer meeting of the
Club and trying to get there some of the groups, such as the Explorer Scout to indoctrinate them
in marking. That is the sort of thing that requires a local overseer, writing to the groups,
publicizing the membership, etc. Even if Clark attends, we have to assume that he would not care
for these details and it would be extremely unwise to go ahead on the assumption that he will do
it, even if he were to undertake it. Miss Stephenson is gravely concerned over the possibility of
cancellation, for she could not do the painting unless the route is cleared. Miss Stephenson, to
assist, offers two alternatives:
1. Postpone the matter a week. (There has been no definite announcement.) If it would not
inconvenience you and Chorzempa, this would greatly assist her.
2. She will alter her arrangements and be at Moxie Pond on the 18th, although her companion
cannot come until a week later.
I urge, if possible, the solution of postponement be adopted. She would, in that time, undertake a
news release campaign and to get out a letter to all members of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club and to all groups whom we have any hope of interesting, such as the Explorer Scouts, the
Y.H.A. outfit, Fairfield’s contacts, etc. If one or two groups came and were indoctrinated, it
would be a real benefit.
It would help greatly to have the benefit of your suggestion as to the mechanics of the trip, how
to go, when to arrive, the camping situation, etc. in framing this notice. Miss Stephenson even
says that if none of the ranking officers will take charge, she is prepared to but feels that, in view
of what we have said as to the Clark situation and everything else, if she handles the secretarial
work and the correspondence once, that you and Louis would work out the details with the
campers and the Trail workers and she will do the paint demonstration. Accordingly, to move the
matter on in the short time available, she says that whatever decision you arrive at as to date, it
would help her to have a draft of what should go into the published notice; the time of arrival,
whether Friday afternoon or Saturday is important.
The available time is very short, so we would ask that you write the both of us as soon as you can
decide which date to use.
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I have made, I think, quite clear that my own inability to attend will be due to the fact that I shall
be at that time doing the Trail reclearing from Rainbow to Joe Mary Lake and trying to salvage
the Clark abandoned project on Barren-Chairback. Only by splitting up these jobs do we prevent
matters from completely collapsing.
cc: Mr. Chorzempa, Miss Stephenson, Miss Park
July 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. Warren Ricker, Troutdale Camps, The Forks P.O.,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Ricker:
I think that I wrote you earlier to the effect that, as a result of plans made at the meeting of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club at Lewiston in April, plans had been laid to run a trip on the 18th
of August to do the necessary mowing on the west side of Moxie Bald firetower to the Camps.
My commitments and the increasing pressure of activities down here are going to keep me from
this trip. Messrs. Clark, Reeves and Chorzempa plan to be present. I imagine that they will arrive
on the afternoon of the 18th or the morning of the 19th. They plan to camp at the Bear Brook
Landing on the shore of the pond about a mile below the Camps. This has been approved by the
Forest Service as one of the public campsites.
I should think that this group would be able to get the trail well mowed from the firetower to the
Camps. We have some other people working on the section east of the firetower.
Miss Stephenson either has written or will write, making reservations at the Camps for herself
and another lady.
I thought I would write you this letter of introduction to the work party so that you would know
of their intended arrival and will help them get across the pond and down to the campsite. I am
looking forward to a report from the work party as to the beaver situation on Bear Brook. I
gathered that this was not opened up to trapping last year and probably they are very numerous.
We are sorry, indeed, that it looks as if we will not be able to repeat our very pleasant visit to
your Camps this year.
{There is a possibility that the work trip will be postponed to Aug. 26th. Will advise shortly.}
cc: Louis Chorzempa, John W. Clark, Lawson Reeves
July 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Edward Simpson, Box I64, Monson, Maine.
Dear Edward:
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I received, today, your letter of July 22nd. I am enclosing a copy of the night letter which I sent
to you, in order to get the work underway.
It is important that you not go to West Branch Ponds before getting the trail description and map
which were sent last week end in a cellophane map-case, and my letter dated July 21st, which
was mailed on July 23rd, which give full directions.
To prevent any delay, I suggested in the night letter that you could do the work covered in my
other letters as far West as Moxie Bald. I thought this would take about four days.
I suppose you have seen all the letters sent to Milton Anderson so you know about this work and
will get the letters that I have written him about the additional work.
I thought that you had a saw. It will be very necessary to have a good one to take to West Branch
Ponds.
Our Treasurer, Miss Marion Park, is adding the 27 hours to the 20 hours, reported previously and
is sending to you and Anderson a check so that you will have money for the West Branch Ponds
trip.
You had a hard trip to Cloud Pond, as I thought you would have, but we are very glad to have the
work done. I do not understand why the sign disappeared, since I put one there last year. Perhaps
the people who built the lean-to wanted to keep it from being too conspicuous.
I am very much puzzled by your reference to the firetower. There was none last year and my
guess is that one may have been built on Barren because of the lumbering. How do they get in to
the tower?
The side trails and the viewpoints are now hardly worth bothering with.
As soon as you get this letter, let me know if you can get to Perhams Camps for I want to get that
work underway.
I am sorry that Anderson was ordered to duty so soon for I had hoped that he could finish the
trail work.
1 feel sure that you will do a thorough job and that you understand the work that needs to be
done. I have written about wanting to get taken out all the new down logs.
Let me hear from you as soon as you receive this letter so that I can know what to do about the
east end of the Barren Chairback Range.
cc: Mr. Milton Anderson
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
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July 24, 1950. Night Letter from Myron Avery to EDWARD SIMPSON MONSON MAINE.
Your letter July Twenty Second. Satisfactory have you and helper undertake trail work outlined
my letter July sixteenth and later letters. Obtain trail data and full directions mailed Anderson
July twenty third. Do not start trip until receipt of detailed directions. In interval you could do
Moxie Bald work outlined in previous letters
July 24, 1950. Myron Avery to W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Company,
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Getchell:
I wrote you on June 16th, I950, outlining the situation in connection with the proposed relocation
of the Appalachian Trail.
At the time of my letter, I had not learned that Helon Taylor was now the Chief Warden of the
area. I had not known of the transfer of his predecessor. Thus it may well be that your field
representative discussed the situation with Mr. Taylor.
I had thought that it would be desirable to make sure that my letter had been received.
We shall look forward to learning of the action of the Central Maine Power Company in the
matter.
Copies to:
Mr. Helon Taylor, Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. Louis Chorzempa
July 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Paul M Jenks.
Dear Mr. Jenks:
Thank you for your most prompt reply of July 22nd.
We have taken steps to have the sign mailed, as directed.
Your Washington acquaintances are indeed sorry to learn of your illness which will keep you
from, your beloved White Mountains. We trust that this will be of short duration.
July 25, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I wish to submit the report of Louis Chorzempa’s and My latest Trail clearing trip to my section.
We left Wilton Frid. noon, July 21 and drove to the Kennebec Pulp and Paper camp at Sandy
River Plantation to get the key into Reddington Pond. Early in the spring I had written to Mr.
Bancker and had obtained his permission as well as stopping at the lumber camp and talking with
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the clerk there. I was informed that they only had two keys and that both of these were out to
fishermen who were in there for the week-end. They were very sorry but they did not have any
other keys, so we could not go in. Mr. Bancker was there himself. They complained of the great
abuses created by the fishermen and were not too sympathetic towards anyone. They had just
repaired the large barn at Reddington Pond and had sleds etc. stored in it. This has burned down
and that has not helped matters. Then a number of locks had been broken on the chains. They
had no objection to our going in but all the keys were out, they were sorry. It would appear that
one must make reservations for keys ahead if they want to have access to the road.
We drove around to East Madrid and hired a farmer to take us in with a strip-down car and our
friend Bronson Griscom came in and brought us out Sunday night.
We lost several hours work Friday afternoon before we got in but we did get in one hour work
Friday night and two long days Sat. and Sun. We cleared out the remaining bad places between
Spaulding Shelter and the eleven mile marker. Almost all of our section now is in Class A shape
with a few spots in class B. We do not plan on doing any more on our section this year so that I
will send a summary of what we have accomplished this summer.
May 20-21 trail clearing in the sag Sugarloaf-Spaualding
May 30 repair shelter roof Sugarloaf
June 17-18 trail clearing Orbeton stream
July 21-22-23
"
"
Total

4 man days
2 man days
2 women days
4 man days
5 man days
15 man days
2 women days
17 days

So far this year there had been but one person to register at the Spaulding Shelter. With 22 mandays spent last summer and 17 man-days this summer or a total of 39 man-days in two years we
are now getting the section back to standard. With the same amount of work done next year we
should have one of the nicest hiking sections along the whole trail. Again, I wish to state the
present amount of travel does not warrant the amount of work it takes to maintain the trail for
travel. We need much more hiking here.
cc. Helon Taylor, John Clark, Louis Chorzempa, Gordon Hunt, Jean Stephenson
July 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Merle Linwood Jordan, Secretary, Blazing Arrow Hi-Y
Club, 85 Jefferson Street, Old Town, Maine
Dear Mr. Jordan:
I wrote you some time ago in connection with plans for work on the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club expects to have a work trip to Moxie Pond on either the
week-end of August 13th or the week following.
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If you will look at your highway map, you will see how it can be reached by car. This would
afford an unusual opportunity for instructing your group in trail work and I hope that you can
make arrangements to attend. This will probably be the last opportunity for this season.
{Reeves, Chorzempa}
July 26, 1960. By Myron Avery
TRAIL DIRECTIONS FOR WORKING THE EAST PORTION OF THE
BARREN-CHAIRBACK RANGE
Sec. 9, Long Pond to Dore’s side trail. (8.74 m.)
The detailed Trail data for Sec. 9 and Map No. 6 should be carefully studied. There are two side
trails, which make it easy to work the ridge. The nearest one to the Camps is the blue-blazed side
trail coming into Third Mountain. By using this the section between the side trail and Dore's trail
could be worked. It is 3 1/4 m. down Dore's side trail to his camps, so that it is about as easy to
come back over the mountain to Perham's Camps. The upper end of Dore's side trail has large
green blazes. A can of blue and brown paint should be taken and these blazes cut down to 6”x 2”
until you meet, in 1/2 m. the place where the green blazes have been repainted blue. This
painting will need be carefully done. There is no lumbering interference on this section.
The shortest and easiest way up the mountain is the unmarked tractor road. Follow the guidebook
description and be particularly careful in coming down to turn right and go through the Seaboard
Campground. By using this route, the section over Third Mountain, which is badly lumbered, can
be easily worked. There will be a lot of mowing of small hardwoods and conifers on the trail on
both sides of the tractor road.
The longest swing is from the Camps by East Chairback Pond to the sag between Chairback and
Columbus Mountains. Since there is some travel to East Chairback Pond, we put less work on
this portion than on the section between East Chairback Pond and the sag (3.3 m.). This will
require a lot of clipping and weeder work but is close to the Camps.
The blue-blazed Chairback Mountain side trail will be gone over with the axe and shears to take
out any recently fallen timber. The other short blue-blazed side trails are to be cleared.
One special job is putting in a campsite in the Chairback-Columbus sag, where the Trail turns
right to go over Columbus. The tent space should be as near the sign as possible, and a fireplace
thrown up, with a trail to the latrine and one blazed to the spring. Be sure to take spikes for
nailing the small tree which will form the seat of the latrine. Only sufficient clearing to show the
way will be done on the blue-blazed trail to Perhams. We do not take the time to clear the tractor
road.
By studying the country, through the side trails the work areas can be reached without too much
walking.
Gulf Hagas
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While you could be taken by boat from Perham's to the beginning of the trail, it is a walk of two
miles through a bushy section to Pleasant River, so the best way is to go down to The Hermitage
and out Pleasant River Road. There is a separate trail description for Gulf Hagas and it shows up
on Map No. 5, The clearing would be done on the blue-blazed trail after it leaves the Pleasant
River Road. You would not try to clear this tote-road whether there are blue blazes on it or not.
July 26, 1950. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Your letter to Stanley B. Atwood dated 21st July was received yesterday. Peter will make a point
of securing photographs of the Cable Bridge while we are in camp next month. He should have
copies available for your consideration late in August or early in September.
July 26, 1950 Louis Chorzempa to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Roy:
Received your card of July 22, and I have written to the firewarden on Old Speck about clearing
the East Spur Trail, as you suggested. Could probably get better results by seeing him in person,
but let’s hope for the best. Will let you know what he says as soon as he answers my letter. The
East Spur Trail is less than a mile (.9m) and parts of it are over ledges which require only
painting and rock cairns. Rather than risk the chance of losing a sponsor by overburdening him at
the outset, it is better to start him out gradually. I have the new board sign which Lawson Reeves
made to replace the one that was stolen at the highway. If you will give me Harry Brook’s
address I will mail it to him so he can put it up when he plans to paint the trail. The white paint
blazes end at the junction of the Appalachian Trail and the side trail to the firetower on Old
Speck.
So far this year I have been fairly busy on work trips with Lawson Reeves. We have made 4 trips
to our section (#18), three of them being 2-day week-end trips. Also have spent a couple of long
days opening up the “Bigelow Range Trail”. There is still much work left to make this
traversable. Lawson Reeves and myself plan to finish this before Fall.
Regardless of the firewarden’s answer to my letter, it would still be a good idea to have Harry
blue blaze the East Spur Trail so that hikers could get over it more readily.
July 27, 1950. W. H. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Co., Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:

Your letter, together with maps and booklets relating to the Appalachian Trail in Maine,
were submitted to the President of our company, Mr. W. F. Wyman, and the matter was
apparently taken up at the last Directors’ Meeting. A memorandum received from Mr.
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Wyman indicates the Company’s interest in this matter to an extent that it would be glad to
make a contribution toward the establishment of a new route at Mt, Bigelow.

Your map #9 indicates that the new route proposes to follow along the surfaced highway
recently built by our company and known as the “Access Road". This road starts near the
northeast corner of Jerusalem Township and extends in a northeasterly direction to
intersect the original Appalachian Trail about 2 miles from Route 16.
It is understood that the State Forestry Service is building a truck road from Maine
Highway #27 near where it crosses Stony Brook, in an easterly direction to Stratton Brook
Pond and thence a tote path in a general northerly direction to the fire tower.

It is also understood that the present location of the Appalachian Trail follows along from
the fire tower in a general easterly direction past “Old Man’s Head" and Little Bigelow
Mountain.

If my understanding is correct, the only new section of Appalachian would extend from a
point about l/2 mile east of Little Bigelow Mountain in a general easterly direction to the
"Access Road" near the northeast corner of Jerusalem Township. The above is only
tentative, either you or Mr. Helon Taylor may have a preferable route.

I am wondering if a practical way to handle this matter would not be for you and Mr. Taylor
to select the route and make an estimate of the cost of the change in location. With this
information at hand I will be very glad to continue my conferences with the management of
this company.

July 27, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron H. Avery.
Dear Myron:

Upon receipt of your letter last week in regards to the Moxie work trip, and in view of Louis’
conversation with Jack Clark, there were so many things that were so confusing that after talking
it over with Louis we decided that the only thing that we could do was to go down to see Jack
and talks things over and get things straight so as to avoid misunderstandings. We called up Jack
and made an appointment for yesterday (Saturday) afternoon. We had a long, pleasant talk with
Jack. He regretted very much that the press of his work had forced him to resign. We asked him
if he did not see any way in which he could reconsider his decision and fill out the year. He said
no, neither for this year and for probably not for next year either. There is a possibility that he
might even be transferred to the mid-west. He informed us that you had accepted his resignation
and that he had depended up you announcing it. Unfortunate as it might be to lose Jack at this
time, in order to avoid further misunderstandings, it would be best for you to announce it at least
to the active officers and members of the MATC. We hope that if the time ever does come when
Jack does see his way clear to again assume the duties that he will step forward and volunteer.
I asked Jack if he had any suggestions as to a successor and he suggested Louis Chorzempa.
Louis is not available and we can not think of any one at present that might be. The job goes
begging. I then asked Jack if he would continue to act as an assistant Overseer for the middle
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Section, which he was responsible for at present, and he said that he could not do it much as he
would like to, but that he would continue to maintain the trail from Caratunk to the highway at
Bigelow. At present he does not see any chance to work it in the near future. But at least it does
give some one to maintain it as a sponsor.
I next asked Jack if there was anything that he was dissatisfied with, anything that had happened
or had been said that he had resented or had offended him, that if there was we could make
corrections and straightened out any misunderstandings to his satisfaction. He said there was
nothing except the press of work.
Regarding the Moxie work trip: Jack said that he definitely intended to be present and take
charge of this trip, that he had planned on it and that he had reserved the weekend of Aug 19 and
20. He could not give assurance of being present the following week-end. Therefore the date is
definitely Aug 19 and 20 as originally planned, with Jack leading the group. The group from
Wilton will set up commissary and serve meals Saturday and Sunday. Jack and his family will
take their meals with us. Anyone else attending is welcome to do the same. The price will be the
actual cost and will be divided equally. Anyone else desiring to avail themselves of this service
should make reservations in advance so that proper food and equipment will be on hand. It is felt
that we will have better meals this way, inasmuch as the women can spend more time preparing
the meals and it will allow us more time to work on the trail. Also it lets us out of doing the camp
work. Again it will give us more opportunity for fraternity eating together and will establish a
working basis for years to come when we hope to have larger attendance. Please announce in
your official notice of this meeting that those attending and planning on camping out must bring
their own tents and blankets. Also if they plan on eating with the group they must let me know
definitely in advance. I will arrive at about 7:30 P.M. Friday and will take my own canoe for
transportation. Jack will arrive later, maybe even after dark. He will also take his own canoe. He
might not arrive in time to paddle across at night and might bed down at the old roadbed. I think
this takes care of all details in regards to this project. It is very unfortunate that you too can not
be present, Myron.
I brought all of the signs home with me and will get them mailed out just as soon as I have a
chance. There was also a set of signs for Gulf Hagus which I do not believe you knew about,
Myron, because you spoke of having these made last year. There needs to be a closer check on
the signs to be made since the signs ie, some of them, that were replaced on Old Speck were still
in good condition and did not need to be replaced.
I am pleased to know that you have someone available to make the signs with the solid half inch
letters next winter. My recent offer was contingent upon the three quarter inch stencil and does
not stand for anything else. The irony is that the signs taken down from Old Speck were with the
3/4 inch stencil also the new Gulf Hagus signs were with solid 3/4 inch letters burned in and
filled in, but still 3/4 inch.
I had to replenish my supply of paint and tools from Jack's cache, therefore we thought that
where Jack had given up being Overseer it would be best if I took all of the equipment and keep
it for further instructions regarding distribution. Jack kept what extra supplies that he would need
for himself. I trust that will meet with everyone’s approval. I have not had a chance to take an
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inventory as yet and Jack did not have one either. I broke a set of bush cutters and had them
welded and they broke a second time. I will try having them welded again.
Louis has gone up to the Bigelow Flowage today to see if he could scout out Helon’s spotted trail
there. I was unable to accompany him today on this trip but if he can pick up the trail, I will go
with him to help open it up.
I am about out of postage stamps that was sent me and if the Club should care to send me more, I
would accept them. These extra copies of letters add up.
I am sending copies of this letter to Jack Clark and to Louis Chorzempa as so much of it
concerns them directly. If I have not stated things clearly, Jack, or if they are not as you see them,
it would be a favor to all of us if you would write to me and Myron correcting them. It is most
unfortunate that this had to happen this year where we are just beginning to get reorganized.
Jack's services will be well nigh impossible to replace.
cc: Miss Stephenson, Jack Clark, Louis Chorzempa, Helon Taylor
July 28, 1950. Seymour Smith, Watertown, Conn., to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
This short note is in reply to your letter of July 23, together with enclosures. I appreciate the
information contained therein, conditions are about what I had anticipated due to the existing
whirl of events. I still hope the excursion will be possible.
The enclosed newspaper clipping will be of interest to you in case you have not seen same. The
Monson Trail crew, Milton Anderson et al surely broke into the news. Photographically, I think
it is an excellent action shot. I have no further use for it.
In Connecticut, the wheels of industry whirr busily and plans for expansion are active. Some
unnecessary buying is present.
In the woods, conditions remain good. A slight easing off in rainfall has occurred--no drought
threat to date. Annual and sprout growth is very heavy. Wood pests about normal.
Thank you for the news, and I’m still hoping.
July 28, 1950. Edward Simpson, Monson, Maine to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I received your night letter Tuesday afternoon. About an hour later one of the bosses of the
Monson Manufacturing Co. Called and informed me that I could start working at the plant the
next morning. I had my name on the waiting list and as this is a permanent job and the
employment situation is acute in this town, I thought that I should go to work in the plant altho I
liked the trail work better. Am sending maps, etc.
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July 28, 1950. Myron Avery to Division of Distribution, U.S. Geological Survey,
Washington 25, D.C.
Dear Sirs:
I wish to request that there be sent to me at the address indicated below two (2) copies of each of
the following Maine quadrangles as listed in the Geological Survey Publications, June, 1950:
Passadumkeag
Phillips
Rangeley.
Please send one (1) copy of each of the Phillips and Rangeley quadrange
to:
Mr. Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine.
Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Dryden, Maine.
Mr. Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates Colleges Lewiston, Maine.
Mr. Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
Please send one (1) copy of the Old Speck Mountain quadrangle with the new shaded relief
overprint to:
Miss Jean Stephenson, Editor, Appalachian Trailway News,
1228 Eye St., N.W., Washington 5, D.C.
These maps are to be charged to the Appalachian Trail quota.
I shall very much appreciate your courtesy in this connection.
July 28, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
In regards to the situation on Old Speck I am mailing you copies of the latest correspondence
between Roy Fairfield and myself. Now that Harry Brook has assumed the maintenance and
painting of this section I have cancelled my scheduled trip to Old Speck.
I have written to the firewarden as Roy Fairfield suggested, asking his assistance in clearing the
East Spur Trail. You were right in adding Brook to the list of trail maintainers without any delay.
I have been fairly busy on work trips with Lawson Reeves to our section (#18). We made our 4th
trip July 21-22-23. We had good weather this week-end and were able to finish clearing between
the 8 and 11 mile markers, between Orbeton Stream and Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to. Also put up
the Spring, Latrine, and tin can signs, and a rough latrine has been installed at the Spaulding Mtn.
Lean-to. Also installed a new sign at 10.63 m. “Viewpoint”. Here is a fine view of Spaulding
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Mtn. from the old lumber camp yard. Lawson Reeves has written a summary of the work we
have done on our section this year. The two of us have put in 15 days in 4 trips and our wives 2women days at the Sugarloaf Lean-to.
I have received the Maine Appalachian Trail Club stationery.
July 29, 1950. Myron Avery to W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Company,
Augusta, Maine.
Copies to Officers of the M.A.T.C., Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Storey, Mr. S. Smith, Mr. Sidney
Tappan, Mr. Louis Chorzempa (With copy of incoming letter)
Dear Mr. Getchell:
I have received your letter of July 27th and we are pleased, indeed, to know that the Central
Maine Power Company is disposed to make a contribution toward the establishment of a new
route for the Appalachian Trail at Mt. Bigelow.
We are anxious to bring the matter to a conclusion as soon as possible in order to eliminate the
interruption in the route and I am, therefore, devoting this letter to your suggestion as to the most
practical way of handling the matter.
Mr. Taylor has already blazed the relocation so that it could be followed with care. Roughly, it
skirts the flowage to the south of the Ledge House and climbs to the east end of Little Bigelow
Mountain where the route rejoins the existing trail.
It may be that I fail to understand the situation but it does not seem to me that the truck road
from Maine Highway 27 east to Stratton Brook Pond and then the tote-road to the firetower
would constitute any part of the relocated route. The interference is at the east end of Little
Bigelow Mountain; between it and former Maine Highway 16. We would keep over the Bigelow
Range the present route to North Horn and Horns Ponds.
To clarify the matter, I am enclosing two copies of our Map No. 10 on which I have drawn, in
blue crayon, a line to indicate roughly where the relocation has to be accomplished. By access
road I understand you to refer to the new road which goes in to the dam. It crosses the trail near
the Jerome Brook Lean-to.
From what 1 have said as to the area affected lay the relocation, I think it is apparent that more
than a half mile is involved. Mr. Taylor's earlier letter indicated that there was available local
labor. He has the route roughly blazed so that if the funds were available it would seem that the
matter could be undertaken immediately. If the matter is deferred for any period, the labor
situation may change radically by reason of the war draft and other developments. Consequently,
I have sent a copy of your letter of July 27th to Chief Firewarden Taylor. I am asking him, to
save time, to reply directly to you and to furnish his estimate of the labor costs in effecting the
relocation. I am also asking whether, if the funds were available, he would be in a position to
hire the labor, and supervise the work on the trail, unless the company would prefer to deal with
the matter in some other manner.
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We very much appreciate the cooperation of the Central Maine power Company and trust that it
will be possible to conclude the matter in the very near future.
Enclosures - 2 copies of Map Mo. 10
Helon:
In view of the worsening situation, I had thought that this is the best way to proceed. I hope that I
have read the letter correctly and that if the cost is not too much, Central Maine would be
disposed to pay the bills if you arrange to get the work done. I think we should plan to have the
route painted at the same time and A.T. markers put up and the old blazes blacked out to the
water’s edge. When you send me a carbon of your letter to Mr. Getchell, please let me know
what you need in the way of paint, etc. We have a very large cache with John Clark at South
Windham. It would be a matter of getting it from him. I may be away a few days at the end of the
week so I hope you can take the matter up promptly.
How is the foot trouble coming along?
July 29, 1950. Myron Avery to John W. Clark. NIGHT LETTER.
Unless signs delivered by Reeves to you are sent forward express to arrive prior August fourth
opportunity to install signs this season will be totally lost. Retain those your section.
Lawson Reeves, Louis Chorzempa
July 30, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
You no doubt remember that it was decided at the M.A.T.C. meeting in April that there should
be held a summer work trip-meeting, and the date agreed on was August 19th, and the place was
to be Moxie Pond. Arrangements were made for John Clark to handle the details, as Overseer of
Trails, in view of the fact that Myron could not be there. As you have no doubt heard, John Clark
has had to resign suddenly as Overseer, due to press of certain business matters. So suddenly we
find that no arrangements have been made for the meeting. Lawson Reeves, who was bringing a
group from Wilton, said he would take over handling the actual trail work, or rather Louis
Chorzempa would come and handle that as Assistant Overseer of Trails, but neither felt they
could attend to the details of prior arrangements, etc. or handling the meeting to be held Saturday
night. He suggested that I do it. I had intended coming up the following week end to paint the
cleared section, since the friend coming with me could not leave Washington until August 24th.
In view of the need for holding this meeting, however, I have arranged to go up a week earlier,
and am trying to handle the details of prior arrangements, notices, etc., from Washington prior to
leaving. We have not heard whether Stanley Attwood expects to be present. I have written to ask
if he will be able to come up for at least Saturday night. If so, he, as Secretary, could handle the
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meeting. If he cannot come, I am going to ask that you plan on presiding at it. Even if he does
come, may I count on you to help with arrangements at the campsite that night prior to the arrival
of people, etc.?
I assume that you expect to come, but do not know when you plan on arriving. Some will come
up Friday night; others will come in Saturday morning. Some will leave late Sunday afternoon;
others on Monday. Some will stay at Troutdale Camps, others will camp at Bear Brook Landing.
I am enclosing a copy of the notice we are sending to all members, so you can see the details.
What are your plans for arrival and departure? And will you be camping or staying at the Camps.
I expect to stay at Troutdale Camps.
One other thing. We will have to find some way of getting all the tools and other equipment that
John Clark has at South Windham up to the meeting. The tools will all be needed, and some of
the other stuff. From there we can send it on to the new tool cache which we are trying to arrange
to be established somewhere in Maine. I am enclosing a list of the material which is at the
Clark’s. Would it be possible for you to drive by his place and pick up the stuff and get it up to
Moxie pond? If not, have you any suggestions as to how we might get it. I am afraid we cannot
count on him packing it up and sending it on to anyone to Lewiston or elsewhere, for he is in and
out of town a lot and too tied up to attend to any detailed matters just now. He has asked to be
relieved of attending to all details. Obviously, we will have to have the tools at Moxie, to do the
work. Also we can return them to the new tool cache and get that set up at the meeting. So as the
time is short, suppose you take over the chore of getting someone to go the Clark’s and get them,
if you cannot do it yourself. Maybe you know of someone in Lewiston or elsewhere who could
do that. However, please let me know what you do plan, as it is vital that we have the tools from
there.
The time is very short for all these details to be handled properly, but I have a feeling that if we
pitch in on them now, we can have a very successful meeting. It is important that we get people
there who may be interested in maintaining sections of Trail later. So I am sending notices to the
Explorer Scout group in Mechanic Falls, and to the Hi-Y group in Bangor. We should send
notices to someone in the Maine Outing club, but I understand you have been handling that
contact. So I enclose three or four extra notices, and would ask that you send them on with a
suitable note of invitation.
That reminds me of something else. You saw the item from the paper about the Maine Outing
Club work trip on the east side of Moxie in June, I think it was, when the girl broke her ankle?
Well, I'd like to mention it in TRA1LWAY NEWS, but wondered whether I better write some of
the faculty advisors, etc., of the group first and get some more particulars. What do you advise
and if I may write them, to whom should I write?
I know this is vacation time for you and you are probably operating under a crowded schedule —
for during the holidays one is busier than when on a definite schedule — but I hope you will
have time to write and also will be able to take charge of getting the tools from John Clark and to
Moxie Pond, and to let me know about writing the Maine Outing Club.
Looking forward to seeing you the week of August 19th.
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July 30, 1950.

THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC

To all members of the M.A.T.C., and others interested in maintenance of The Appalachian Trail
in Maine:
At the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club held in Lewiston in April, it was decided
that a summer meeting of the Club should be held in August, at a location on the Trail, and that
such meeting would be combined with a week-end of work on the Trail. The locality decided on
was the west side of Moxie Bald.
The date set was August 19th.
The work will be done on The Appalachian Trail from Moxie Pond east to the firetower on
Moxie Bald. If time permits, and there are sufficient workers, some work may be done on the
west side of Moxie Pond, toward Pleasant Pond Mountain.
The meeting of the Club will be on Saturday night. For those who arrive Friday, or can remain
until Monday, there will be informal meetings on Friday and Sunday evenings.
Those who wish to camp will stay at the Bear Brook Landing Campsite, on The Appalachian
Trail, about one mile east on the Trail from Troutdale Camps. This is actually a short distance off
the Trail on the shore of Moxie Pond. Those who do not wish to camp can make arrangements
with the sporting camps at Troutdale Camps for accommodations. (The address is: Troutdale
Camps, The Forks, Maine.)
To reach the site of the meeting: The bus on Highway 201 passes The Forks at 1:05 P.M.
(coming from Waterville). By arrangements with Troutdale Camps, one may be met and brought
to the camps. Those who drive, from The Forks, go east on the Shirley road for five miles, then
turn right onto narrow dirt road leading eight miles to a point on Moxie Pond opposite Troutdale
Camps. By prior notice, arrangements will be made to meet parties here, and transport them by
boat across to the Camps or to the Campsite. (Cars may be left parked on the west shore of
Moxie Pond.)
All interested in maintenance of The Appalachian Trail in Maine are cordially invited to attend.
It will help in arrangements if notice of the intention to attend is forwarded to the Secretary,
Stanley B. Attwood (Box 165, Lewiston, Maine), as far in advance as practicable. Please indicate
whether you expect to participate in the Trail work or merely to attend the meetings.
July 31, 1950. Jean Stephenson, Apt. 1100, The Conard, 1228 Eye Street, N.W.,
Washington 5, D.C., to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
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As Myron wrote you, I had planned on going to Moxie Pond Aug. 24, as Miss Giller, who goes
with me, could not leave earlier and as we were to do the painting, which is much easier to do
after the clearing has been finished. However, as your letter to him indicated that you would be
unable to attend to the details, and as John Clark had dropped out, I told him I would go up a
week sooner if the date could not be set over to the 26th. Then I found it would require some
planning and re-arrangement here to get away for that time, and I would have to know in
advance. Also, from sad experience I know that it is most important that people get their notices
early, if they are to attend anything, and already the time is too short to get anyone to come who
has to come from a distance. So I wired you to ask about the date. On receipt of your telegram I
immediately got busy and think the arrangements are now well in hand. As you are bringing the
group of workers on which the success of the meeting depends, in spite of your disclaimer of
having anything to do with the "executive end" of the meeting, I thought I better let you know
the details immediately.
I have written Stanley Attwood, telling him that as Myron does not expect to be able to be
present, he, as Secretary, will naturally preside at the meeting, and asking if he can come in at
least for Saturday night. (I know he is unable to get away from the paper for even two days.)
That will take care of that and when I have his answer, we can proceed with the "agenda” for the
meeting.
I have written Roy Fairfield, who is now at Saco, asking him to go by John Clark’s and pick up
all tools and signs and bring them to Moxie Pond. If he is unable to do it personally, he will get
someone to do it.
Mr. Clark said he expected to attend, but it is clear that with the pressure of his business affairs,
it would be unwise to count on it. You will remember he was detained at the April meeting, so in
waiting for him it was delayed a long long time; and he almost missed the October one and, in
fact, had intended to leave immediately after the morning meeting. Then he has been too busy to
make the arrangements for the Barren-Chairback work trip or several other matters, due to
unexpected things coming up at work. So while he intends to come to this meeting, it is clear that
we better proceed to plan on handling things without depending on him. If he is able to come, we
are in a good worker, and he can show some of the "new recruits" we hope for how to do trail
work, and we will have the advantage of his work and the pleasure of his company. But the
success of the work trip will not be dependent on his presence.
But to get back to the tools: I am having some weeders sent in. While I understand there are
weeders at Mr. Clark's, I am sure there are not enough. As soon as Mr. Fairfield gets the tools he
will send me the inventory of them, and then I can see if there is anything else that should go in,
I will take care of the brown paint, for I am pretty sure there is none there.
We are taking steps to have a “tool cache*' established at a central location in Maine, and all of
the equipment will be taken there from Moxie Pond. That is why I have asked Mr. Fairfield to
take all tools and equipment, including signs, and bring them along.
I am enclosing a copy of the notice (three of them, in fact) that I sent out this morning to all
members of the Club and to others who have expressed interest, or who should be notified for
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one reason or another. Some of these will be unable, due to illness or something, to do much
work if they come, but they may be interested in coming. After all, this is the summer meeting of
the Club and it would be nice if some of them could attend.
I sent a special note to the leader of the Explorer Scout group from Mechanic Falls. You may
remember him from the meeting at Lewiston, Special letters have also gone to the HI-Y group
and the M.O.C., and others who may be interested in taking over some sections.
I enclose a copy of the publicity item which is going to the daily papers in Maine and also to the
Maine Development Commission for release to the press associations. There is another item
which is going to the weekly papers in the towns within reasonable distance of the Trail. I am
sorry I cannot enclose a copy, but the girl who helped me get these things out last night by
accident took all the supply with her. Anyhow, it is much the same except a little longer and
mentions all the officers who may attend.
I am writing Troutdale Camps, sending them a copy of the notice so they will be prepared in the
event that anyone wants to stay there, or wants transportation from the bus. When Myron and I
were discussing details to be cared for (after your first letter came), he said you carried your own
boat on your car. Nevertheless, there may be members who will drive (such as Roy Fairfield)
who may not have a boat or canoe, so it seems best to make some arrangements. I am asking
Troutdale Camps to designate a parking place for cars on the west shore, so there will be no
problem created there.
There are probably other things I have done to get things under way but I can’t think of them this
moment. (Yesterday afternoon and evening it was hectic, with myself and this other girl jumping
in and getting all this stuff out; fortunately, she is a good typist.)
You will note I am assuming you expect to bring a reasonable number of people, and I am
assuming your party will camp at Bear Brook Landing. As Assistant Overseer of trails, I am
counting on Mr. Chorzempa taking charge of the work and handling the assignment to the work
crews, I will look after the details of the meetings. I am staying at Troutdale Camps, but it is only
a mile away and I can either walk it quickly or go down by boat. Some others may stay at
Troutdale also. I will write Mr. Chorzempa this afternoon. I am trying to get this off in a hurry to
catch the air mail to Maine. I hope to see Myron this evening and will check with him over the
things I have done and see if there is anything else. But I think things are well in hand.
Looking forward to seeing you August 19,
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB TO MEET AT MOXIE POND
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has announced that the summer "work-meeting" of the Club
will be held, on the shore of Moxie Pond on August 19. This is a unique group, consisting of the
clubs and individuals who volunteer their work to keep cleared and marked The Appalachian
Trail across Maine.
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Those who camp will be at Bear Brook Landing Campsite; others will stay at nearby sporting
camps.
The west side of Moxie Bald will be cleared, and the approach to Pleasant Pond Mountain from
the east. Demonstrations of trail clearing technique will be a part of the work Saturday and
Sunday.
The formal meeting will be Saturday night. Trail work will be done Saturday and Sunday.
Anyone interested is invited to attend, but should notify the Secretary, Stanley B. Attwood, Box
165, Lewiston, Maine, in advance of the intention to do so.
Attending will be members of the Maine Alpine Club, the Wilton Outing Club, the Bates Outing
Club, Explorer Scouts of Mechanic Falls, many individual members and representatives from
such groups as the Hi-Y of Bangor, Farmington State Teachers College and other organizations
interested in taking up trail work.
Sent to Mr. Attwood for
Bangor News
Biddeford Journal
Portland Press Herald
Waterville Sentinel
Lewiston Journal or Sun
Sent to Mr. Doucette for general release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB TO HOLD "WORK-MEETING"
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has announced a combination trail clearing trip and meeting
will be held on the shores of Moxie Pond on August 19-20. This club coordinates the activities of
the volunteer groups and individuals that keep The Appalachian Trail in Maine cleared and
marked.
The trail clearing will be on the west side of Moxie Bald, and on the west shore of Moxie Pond
toward Pleasant Pond Mountain.
Members who camp will be located at the Bear Brook Landing Campsite; others will stay at the
sporting camps nearby. Some will arrive Friday and remain until Sunday night or Monday;
others will come in Saturday morning. The formal meeting will be on Saturday night, with
informal programs Friday and Sunday evenings.
Demonstration of efficient tools and methods of trail clearing will be featured. Among the
groups attending will be the Bates Outing Club, the Maine Alpine Club, the Wilton Outing Club,
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Explorer Scouts of Mechanic Falls, HiY group from Bangor, and probably representatives from
the Maine Outing Club, the Farmington State Teachers College, and other organizations
interested in trail work.
The President, Myron H. Avery, of Lubec, will be unable to attend, but the Secretary, Stanley B.
Attwood, of Lewiston, will preside. Trail work will be under the direction of Assistant Overseer
of Trails Louis Chorzempa of Dryden. Other officers in attendance will be M.A.T.C. Directors
Lawson W. Reeves, of Dryden, Roy P. Fairfield and William H. Sawyer, Jr., of Lewiston, and
Helen Taylor of Eustis, and the Director of Publicity, Jean Stephenson, who will come from
Washington, D.C. for the meeting.
July 31, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
I have received your letter of July 28th.
I am glad to note that the Old Speck situation has been adjusted. I think it will be easy to bring
Brook gradually to taking care of the East Spur Trail since the other means little work.
Miss Stephenson has initiated a very energetic publicity program for the Moxie Pond meeting. I
think that with the help of you, Lawson .and Roy Fairfield, a great deal can be salvaged and we
may pick up some trail maintainers.
I received Lawson’s letter about your final work trip. Things should be in good order. If we only
had for every section in Maine maintainers who would put in that amount of labor our problems
would be few.
This is perhaps a gratuitous thought. I have noticed your labor in copying your correspondence.
You probably have noticed that if you put a piece of typing carbon under a letter written in pen
that there is a fair copy. It helps greatly for you to keep all of us informed and I would like to see
you able to cut down the labor,
I am now concentrating on trying to meet the problem on the Barren-Chairback Range.
Did you see the photo of the recruits being vaccinated? One was Anderson of Monson who was
doing the trail work.
Copy to: Mr. Lawson Reeves, Miss Jean Stephenson
July, 1950.
SIGNS FOR THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE (EIGHTH REVISION) –
AUGUST, 1948
(Revised July, 1950 – Supersedes August, 1949 Revision)
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REQUIRED SIGNS
(To be made and installed in 1950-1)
Section No.
1

Sign No.
1,3,4,5,6 and 7

Comment
See page 2 of Sign List re bolting these on
existing signs

2

18

3

35, 36, and 38

4

41,42,45,46,47,49
50 and 53

5

54,55,60(A), 60(B),
and 60(C)

7

87

8

89,90,91,92,93,94,
101 and 102

(Need metal for 89, 90 and 91.)
Relocation will change distances.

Gulf Hagas

106, 107, 108, 109, 110
111, 112, 113, 116, 117

(These can be deferred until signs for A.T.
are finished.)

Campsite
Signs

Change 56 – Add Campsite, change localities.
73, 74 – fill in
82(A) – East Branch
84(A) – White Cap
Breakneck Ridge
Monson Stage Road

(Home-made signs in place; can be
deferred.)

(Bear damage)
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July, 1950. Trail Reports.
TRAIL REPORTS
Sec. 9
Dore’s Side Trail to firetower on Barren Mtn.
V. CONDITION OF TRAIL.
Anderson and Simpson spent 27 hrs., commencing July 16. Cut trees Cloud Pond to tower.
Worked clippers from Cloud Pond to Dore’s side trail and used weeders back. "Trail in bad
condition." Blue trail to Cloud Pond very poor; sign gone (put up shingle); blazes hidden.
Cleared side trails; viewpoints overgrown. Spent three hours pruning Cloud Pond to tower.
Anderson and Simpson earlier spent twenty hours Long Pond Stream to Barren Mtn. lookout.
Trail poor. Hardwood sprouts, overhanging limbs, small trees cut out. Removed fallen big trees.
Undated from Stanley B. Attwood to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
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As Avery is not going to Moxie Bald, I was asked to go and preside, but I have had to refuse.
For about a dozen reasons I will be unable to make the trip. You certainly have a problem and I
wish I could help you with it, or at least offer a suggestion.
The only possibilities here are Elmer A. Shaw, 113 Field Ave., Auburn; Percy G. Canham, 84
Harvard Street, Auburn; and G. Herbert Whitney, 259 Sabattus Street, Lewiston.
Canham seems like the best bet and perhaps a phone call to him would do the trip.
August 1, 1950. Edward Simpson, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have sent the trail data back as you requested.
You wrote in your last letter that you were sending my check; to date I have not received your
check. Will you attend to this?
August 1, 1950. Jasper Haynes, Buckhorn Sporting Camps, P. O. Box 209, Millinocket,
Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
We seem to have a lot of rain near Jo Mary. Ragged Mt. man told me he gets more rain than the
others in this part of Me. Middle Jo has 2 or 3 inches more water than at this time last year. Am
sending you in care of Miss Jean Stephenson an aireal view of Jo Mary and Mt. Katahdin.
Flew with Phillips 9 days this summer.
The trail people who come to my camp I will give them free transportation to Lower Jo or
Cooper Brook.
Sorry the party did not show up we were talking of last winter.
Saw 3 moose near my bridge and 24 deer in 15 min. sweep with plane.
This summer is poorest ever since ’27.
Undated, 1950. Jasper Haynes to Myron Avery. [Hand-written on back of card with photo of
deer on front]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Don’t think Ladd will lumber at Cooper no more yet.
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Hunters look very scarce, have 4 parties booked Oct. 16 to Nov. 12, average 4 people.
Some boys killed a moose near town and talked and one run to the army and the trial is today.
Still have same Gestapo here.
August 1, 1950. TELEGRAM from Myron Avery to Edward Simpson.
Return immediately all trail data including envelope Perham Camps. Letter follows.
August 1, 1950. Air Mail. Myron Avery to Edward Simpson, Monson, Maine.
Dear Edward:
I have received, today, your letter saying that you had permanent employment.
I am sorry to hear about this for the trail work at West Branch Ponds and at Perhams was very
important and we were most anxious to get it done.
I wish you had let me know immediately after getting my night letter.
If you have not returned the second envelope already, you have probably sent it on receiving the
telegram, sent today.
I am holding up other plans until I get this material back which should be sent to me at the
address given below.
If you ever get to the state of where you are free, you might let me know as there still may be
some trail work open.
There is one thing necessary to wind up the work and that is to take care of the tools. Please
make a list, describing exactly what there is left, the paint, etc., and then take it to Harry Davis
and ask if it can be stored there again. Please do this as soon as possible and let me know about
the situation.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
copy by regular mail
August 1, 1950. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle, 103 Beach St., Saco, Maine.
Dear Clair:
There was some prospect that the boys from Monson could be used to do some work in the West
Branch Ponds area. As my letter to the proprietor indicates, that has blown up.
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I hope that your own plans develop so that you can get in but I thought that I had better tell you
that was the only prospect.
Enclosure – Copy of letter to C. J. Kealiher, this date.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
August 1, 1950. NIGHT LETTER from Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. Earl W. Perham,
Long Pond Camps, Brownville Junction, Maine.
Disregard my letter trail crew who have other employment and not available. Expect arrive
Camps myself week or ten days. Will advise exact arrival date.
August 1, 1950. Myron Avery to C. J. Kealiher, West Branch Ponds Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Cliff:
I thought I had better write you to say that one of the boys in the trail crew enlisted in the Army
and the other got a permanent job at Monson. So plans are all off for using these boys.
I do not know whether anyone else will be able to get in to do any work this summer. Things are
getting very tight.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
cc: Clair Sawtelle
August 1, 1950. Harry Brook, Box 1688 Ocean Park, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Myron:
Have received all materials. I have the latest edition of Guide to Appalachian Trail in Maine,
#972.
Expect to paint trail in 2 or 3 weeks from now.
August 1, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves. Air Mail.
Dear Lawson:
This is a hasty memorandum in connection with your letter of July 27th, just received, as to
which I will reply on my return to Washington.
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Of the signs which you have made, as set forth on page 38, mail to me immediately, in care of
Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Brownville Junction, Maine those for Section 9, plus the
missing Gulf Hagas signs which had been given to Clark for a Gulf Hagas trip which did not
materialize. The remainder are to come to me at my house and I will re-mail them to the parties
involved. This means labor and expense but it seems the simplest method.
I hope to get to Long Pond this week end when I am in Maine and this is the one chance to
salvage the sign situation. It means throwing a burden on both of us but if you can get those signs
to me, I can get them up.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Treasurer Park, asking her to send you postage. If you will
send her vouchers for the amount incurred in mailing out the signs she will care for it.
By now you have received letters from the Central Maine Power Company about the relocation.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Copy via regular mail
August 1, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Fred Hutchins, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Fred:
Thanks for your letter of July 30th regarding your trip to Cranberry Peak. This is known as the
Bigelow Range Trail and is the section that I asked you if you would not finish clearing out and
agree to keep cleared. Perhaps you noticed where Louis Chorzempa had registered at your
"register”. It was on this trip that Louis went up to look it over and he did some clearing at that
time. He reported the two bad spots, each about a mile long, that you spoke about. If you could
get your group of boys together you could clear out these two bad spots in one day. This would
save Louis and myself a trip up there for this side trail and allow us that much more time to work
somewhere else that needs our attention more. Will you please write back to me and give me an
answer on this. We get much better results if individuals and groups will sign up for definite
sections than if they work at different places along the trail where ever they happen to wish to. In
this way we can keep a closer check on what has been done and what needs to be done and thus
avoid two or three separate groups going over the same ground and wasting time, and causing
confusion. If you needed blue paint I could send a quart up to you, or you could get some from
Helon Taylor. We do not expect the side trails to be kept as well cleared as the main trail but
unless this is cleared this year it will be well nigh impossible to follow it and much harder to
open up. You would be doing the Maine Appalachian Trail Club a great service which would be
greatly appreciated.
Thanks for your offer of some of the photos of the new lake that you offered me. I would be glad
to get them.
On August 19th and 20th the M.A.T.C. is having a mass work-trip at .Moxie-Bald Mountain.
Headquarters will be at the campsite near Moxie Lake one mile south of Troutdale. 1 am going
up Friday evening and will take my canoe so as to paddle across the lake. We will work Sat. and
Sun. mowing trail, clearing and repainting. Everyone must provide their own tents and bedding.
There is not shelter there. Meals will be prepared and served at cost or each group can cook for
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themselves. Why don’t you get your boys together and take them on this trip. You would have a
chance to meet others who will be there and have a nice time.
You turn off the main highway at the Forks, go to Moxie Lake and down the old narrow gauge
[sic, it was standard gauge] roadbed to a mile below Troutdale Camps.
Arrangements are in the process of having the Trail recleared at the flowage at the Ledgehouse.
There is about four miles of relocation there.
I hope that you can give me a favorable answer to your maintaining the side trail at Bigelow
Range.
cc: Louis Chorzempa, Helon Taylor, Myron Avery, Gordon Hunt.
August 2, 1950. Merle Jordan, Old Town, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery.
We would like to go on the work trip to Moxie Pond on the week-end of August 18th or the
following week-end.
I have written several times to Mr. Clark but I have not heard from him as yet.
We would like to meet the group that are going on this work trip somewhere near Old Town or
Bangor.
August 2, 1950. Gerald Holmbom, Box 35, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Edward Simpson recommended me to write to for work on the A.T.
I’ve been around the woods all my life and I know the woods habits. I worked on the trail a few
days when Milton Anderson was ill.
If it would not hinder the Conference I would some material from Monson to York found I am
thinking about going on the trail from Monson to York pond this fall. [sic]
Aug. 2, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Last Night Louis and I checked over the inventory of paint and tools that I got from Jack Clark.
1 carton of 12 qt. white paint
7 qts of white paint loose (gave one qt to Louis Chorzempa)
3 qts of blue paint loose
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1 box 1/2 doz light #4 lopping shears
1 box 1/2 doz light $4 lopping shears
1 box 23 handles for #4
“
56 bolts for “
“
112 clips for “
“
112 nuts for “
“
1 box 4 qts blue paint (gave 2 qts to Louis Chorzempa)
300 or 400 metal markers (some of these are corroded)
quantity of galvanized nails
****************************************
I will hold these for further instructions.
These new lopping shears have exceedingly light handles. Louis and I do not believe that they
will stand up under the kind of hard usage that we give them. When we break handles and the
metal of the heavy shears, we can not see what will keep these from breaking. The replacable
handles are an advantage. We feel that if we ever need any of these for our own use that we
would have to replace the handles with much heavier ones. This is only our opinion and we
might be wrong. What has been other peoples experience?
I will try to get to the signs tonight. Some of these have been somewhat damaged by laying
around. If I had the time I would touch them up, but as it is I will have to send them as it is.
Some kind of a different arrangement will have to be worked out in regards to ordering, and
installing signs in the future.
Regarding the CMP Co clearing the relocation: I had written to Helon in regards to what the
prospects for this was and as far as he could see, there wasn’t any. Therefore Louis went up and
painted about a mile and a half before rain drove him out. Last Monday he started up again to
finish the job but again it rained and he had to come home. Under the circumstances he feels that
he had better finish painting and installing metal markers and let the crew do the clearing. Helon
did quite a bit of limbing-out and with the trail painted, it can be followed even tho they do not
get it cleared right away. He will also install temporary highway signs. Had Helon thought that
the CMP Co would come through, Louis would not have bothered. We will probably go up there
this coming week-end, and finish the painting.
{There is about four miles of this relocation at Bigelow relocation.}
{See letter 3 Aug. in part 12b.}
cc: Jack Clark, Helon Taylor, Louis Chorzempa
August 2, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Mr. Chorzempa:
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You have no doubt heard from Lawson Reeves after he received my letter of last Monday, and so
know some of the plans for the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I had intended to
write you the same day but was interrupted. Maybe it is just as well for meanwhile I have heard
from him and so this one letter can take care of everything up to date.
As you know, John Clark was to make the arrangements for the summer meeting of the M.A.T.C.
At the meeting at Lewiston in April it was decided that there should be such a meeting, that it
should be combined with a work trip, and that it should be held at Moxie Pond, and on August
19. As Mr. Clark resigned, leaving with nothing having been done about the meeting, and Mr.
Reeves wrote that you and he would look after the work, if it was decided to go ahead with the
work, but indicated he felt some one else, possibly me, should look after the “paper work”, it
looked for a time like it would fall through, This would never have done, in the first year, with
all the publicity the club has had and the new interest we are arousing. It had been my intention
to come up a week later and do the painting, but when we heard that the date could not be
changed, I decided to go up a week earlier and attend to matters. So I am now the "Committee on
Local Arrangements", or rather Chairman of such a committee. And Sunday I pitched in and got
things into some sort of shape.
A notice was prepared and sent to all members and to a number of others to whom it had been
suggested notices go. You have no doubt received yours by now. It is, of course, late for those
from out of the state who might otherwise have made it their vacation, or for those in the state
who may have already made other plans for August. But we may have quite a few coming.
Notices were prepared and by now are in the hands of all the daily papers in Maine and a
different notice for the weekly papers in towns anywhere near the Trail. Notices were also sent in
the form of a "press release” to the Maine Publicity Bureau and Maine Development
Commission, as I had promised it to them last April. They will release it as seems appropriate.
This means we may have quite a number of people; then again we may have very few except
your crowd. I have written Troutdale Camps and explained the situation, so if any one does write
them about transportation or about accommodations they will be able to care for it.
Myron will not be able to be there. If Stanley Attwood comes (which depends on getting away
from the paper) it will be for over Saturday night, and if so he, as Secretary, will preside at the
formal meeting Saturday night. I can act as Secretary pro tem, and pass my notes to him
afterwards.
I had asked Roy Fairfield to go to John Clark's and get the tools, but a letter from Mr. Reeves
received last night says that he and you got them on Saturday. I have asked Lawson Reeves to
bring them all to the meeting, so we can finish then the arrangements for setting up a central tool
cache and can turn the tools over to the "Keeper of the Tool Cache". The signs should also be left
in the tool cache.
It is too bad you felt you could not take over as Overseer of Trails, for then that announcement
could have been coupled with the announcement of John Clark's resignation. However, you are
still Assistant Overseer of trails. As such you will naturally be in charge of the work part of the
meeting and I am counting on you accordingly.
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I will arrive at Troutdale Camps on Thursday afternoon, and will keep in touch with arrivals and
the situation. If you get in Friday night I can give you the list of those arrived and expected, and
whether they expect to do any trail work, and you can make out the assignments to work parties.
If you do not get in until Saturday morning, we will go ahead and assign people late Friday night,
so that everyone will be set for an early start on Saturday. Then those coming in later can be
assigned to another group. When we know just who is to be there it will be easier to decide how
many groups you will need and their assignments.
I have ordered 6 weeders to be sent in to Moxie Pond. There should be weeders in the tools
brought from Clark's. They will be needed on the slope of Moxie. I have asked Lawson Reeves
to send me at once the inventory of what he took so if he hasn’t everything we can take steps to
get it, and if he has we can see if more tools will be needed for this trip and get them there. We
can overlook the paint completely for Miss Giller, who is coming up on August 25, and I will do
the painting afterwards. If we have a new group to indoctrinate, I will take over the
demonstration of painting for them. (That's my regular job.)
Some of the members coming may not be inclined, from age or health, to do much strenuous
work. Those we can utilize in connection with the campsite work, both at Bear Brook Landing
and possibly at Pleasant Pond.
As Mr. Clark did not start the Monson "trail crew" on their work when expected, and when
Myron found it out and got them going so much time had elapsed that they were called into the
Army before finishing, they did not get any farther than Blanchard on the east side of the
mountain. So if we have enough people and it seems feasible, it would be well for one crew to
try to clear from the firetower to the site of the burned lean-to, but I really doubt if it can be done.
The important thing is the west slope of Moxie Bald. I will have some notes about the work with
me and you have Myron's letter, so I expect it can be planned and accomplished nicely. I am
depending on you to handle this end of it. Mr. Reeves said something about having arranged with
John Clark to do it, but in the first place he isn't Overseer any more and you are an officer of the
club (and he is not) and also you just can’t count on him. This is an important trip and meeting,
and the way it is handled will impress those present. So you as Assistant Overseer of Trails
should take charge of the work end of it. As Chairman of the Committee on Arrangements,
Secretary, etc., I, Stanley Attwood and Roy Fairfield will see about the meeting part, as well as
help as we can under your direction with the work.
If John Clark comes, which he may, you can assign him to one group possibly in charge of it. If
you have enough people to spare a few for the section beyond the firetower, that would be a
good one for him to take. Anyhow, the details can be handled up there very easily I think,
without any difficulty. The time is so short, we can’t waste it waiting for anyone or in general
discussions as to who and what will be done. On such a trip, someone has to make the decisions
and if you make the assignments to the work crews and start them off promptly things will go
well. Prior to your arrival I will act for you in this, in collaboration with Lawson Reeves (as I
understand he expects to get there early).
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I think it is going to be a nice meeting, whether there are few or many present. For those who
stay over until Monday, we will plan something for the evening, but the formal meeting will be
Saturday night, as most of the party will leave Sunday night.
I am looking forward to seeing you August 18 or 19. Do bring Mrs. Chorzempa. I think she said
she went with you to the mountains, and this is a meeting she shouldn’t miss. I remember so
pleasantly my brief meetings with her and am anticipating a chance to renew her acquaintance. I
leave here on August 16.
August 2, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I wrote you Sunday asking you to undertake to see that the tools, signs, etc., at John Clark's at
South Windham, were taken from there and brought to the meeting at Moxie Pond on August 19.
I had a letter from Lawson Reeves last night, saying that he and Louis Chorzempa had been
down to see John Clark and, as John Clark is no longer Overseer of Trails and would not be
home enough to care for distributing tools, etc., he had loaded all the stuff in his car and taken it
back to Dryden with him.
I have written him and asked that he bring it all to Moxie Pond when he comes to the meeting.
So this is a chore you will not have to attend to.
I am looking forward to seeing you at the meeting. It should be pretty good. Whether it is large
or small remains to be seen. The notices were out late for anyone coming from a distance and I
have no idea how many of the people in a reasonable distance in Maine will decide to drive over.
We might be surprised! Anyway it is important that we establish the pattern of having a regular
summer meeting, and those that do come will have a good time as well as get a lot of work done.
I hope you can bring Mrs. Fairfield along with you.
As you know, Myron will be unable to be there. If Stanley Attwood is unable to get there (which
depends on the situation at his office) I, as "Chairman of the Committee on Local Arrangements”
will ask you to preside at the evening meeting. I just warning you so you will be prepared. I’ll
have the "agenda” written out, and there isn't too much, so you won't find it burdensome.
[Hand-written note from Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield:] {Just between us, I had better
emphasize that you better not depend on any promises John Clark may make to pack or send the
tools. Get them or get someone to get them.}
August 2, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
When I got in from work yesterday I found your letter awaiting me. As I was on my way to see
Myron I took it along. He had received the original and we discussed the entire matter in
considerable detail. He was just on the point of leaving town (and caught a train later in the

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1950 - Compiled by David Field – Page

291

evening) so we decided I had better incorporate in my letter to you the various points he would
cover in the reply he had said he would send. This, therefore, covers his reply as well as mine.
Meanwhile you have received my letter and know we have taken care of the various matters
which are necessary in connection with the Moxie Pond meeting. Fortunately, there has been
little duplication. The only important one is the matter of the tools. I am glad to know that you
have all the tools and signs from John Clark’s. I will write Mr. Fairfield at once that you have
cared for this, so he will not have to attend to it.
I do not quite see why Mr. Clark did not have an inventory of them. I enclose a copy of a letter
from Myron to him which listed the inventory of awhile back. There was another carton of paint
also, and I believe there were some weeders. Also, there was an inventory in the Trail Reports
which Mr. Clark has. Will you please check the enclosed list against what you got, so as to be
sure that you picked up the special things like the handles for the shears (which might easily be
overlooked). Also, as soon as you can, will you take an inventory of what you do have, and send
it down here, so we can check against what we know has been sent there and get the records
clear.
Please bring all tools and signs to Moxie Pond. They can be distributed there to those to whom
tools are to be furnished and the rest taken to the new "Tool Cache”. Everyone seems to agree
that it will be better for the keeping of the tool cache to be a separate job, by someone who does
not have another major assignment, rather than to have it handled by one of the directors. Also, it
is something that must be handled from a central location, and one where there are facilities for
sending and receiving supplies, as well as writing letters about them.
Myron sent you a hasty note asking you to get the signs to Long Pond for he was switching a trip
he has to make to Maine so as to get in there for a few days single-hand, to see how bad things
are and perhaps to do what he can on particularly bad spots. Unless the international situation
prevents, he and Seymour Smith will try to take care of the area between Rainbow and Joe Mary.
We had thought that in all the writing back and forth the situation with respect to Mr. Clark had
been made entirely clear. We finally have come to the conclusion that it is a mistake to rely on
him for anything. Concern began to develop down here even before the April meeting as he had
not taken any action on numerous things he was to care for. At that time, however, be seemed
sure the situation had changed, and he could not only do them promptly but he took over some
others. Afterwards, there was no indication that anything was being done. As a result, much that
could have been done went by default. Repeated telephone calls and telegrams to try to get the
answers so something could be salvaged went unanswered. Finally it developed that nothing had
been done on any of them. For example, Anderson’s letters asking if he was to be employed and
where to work went unanswered until he finally wrote us down here. He did succeed in getting
him and another man and they cleared from Cloud Pond to Blanchard, but by that time he went
in the Army. So the Barren-Chairback Range, which was so much stressed, did not get done. As
it is a lumbered section, was not cleared last year, and now will not be cleared this year, it makes
a really bad problem. It could have been done had the offered services been taken advantage of,
or had we known down here that they were being ignored. Another case was the sending of tools
and supplies to a man who could do some work; no answer, no action. Finally, they were sent

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine –1950 - Compiled by David Field – Page

292

from here, but work was delayed. In some cases, possible help could not be utilized because the
time passed when it was available. The thing that makes it so irritating is that it could easily have
been avoided, either by not taking on these commitments, or by letting Myron know in May or
June that he was doing nothing.
In his letter of resignation, he said that we could count on his clearing his own section this year.
In your letter, you indicate that he indicated it might not be done. As it was not done last year, I
am personally somewhat disturbed about the matter, since those maple sprouts between Pierce
Pond and East Carry may have obliterated the Trail, or will by another year!
It is too bad you had to take your time to go down and see Mr. Clark but it has accomplished two
things: (1) You got the tools, so now we can have them accessible for use when needed; and (2)
You got all the board signs. (That is another point--we needed some of these signs earlier in the
year. Myron has been trying to find out about the signs, in fact, sent two telegrams, beginning as
early as 1 July.)
The officers of the Club now all know the situation. Myron had hoped to be able to announce the
resignation and couple with it announcement of the name of his successor, with details as to the
status (satisfactory one) of his various commitments. With the delay and inability to discover
earlier the status of some of these things, that procedure is now useless.
Well, we are all too busy with picking up the pieces and getting things going again to keep on
discussing the Cark fiasco. He no doubt means well and any work that he can or will do is that
much to the good. But those of us who have had to try to repair the damage caused by his
inattention to his commitments realize that it is a mistake to depend on anything he agrees to do.
So this will end the Clark matter. He is no longer an officer. There is no use including Mr. Clark
in any future correspondence. He probably wouldn't read it anyway!
So much for that.
Myron says that If you will look carefully at his letter you will see you misunderstood what he
had to say about the stencils. When we make the new sign lists we will send you a set and
whatever you can do with the 3/4" stencils will be a contribution.
I got tied up with work at my office Monday and did not write to Mr. Chorzempa; then last night
what time 1 had was spent in getting the rest of the things under way and seeing Myron.
However, I will write him as soon as I finish with this letter. I think we had better plan on Mr.
Chorzempa taking charge of the work at Moxie Pond. If Mr. Clark does come, on his arrival Mr.
Cborzempa can assign some of the workers to him and let them work under his direction. But we
should not hold up getting work going while waiting for Mr. Clark. Those details can, however,
be straightened out when we all get there.
I sent you copies of the notices. Publicity notices have also gone to a number of Maine papers.
I will arrive at Troutdale Camps on Thursday afternoon and have already written them about the
replies to give any inquirers as to transportation or accommodations.
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It looks to me as if we should have a good week-end, and get a lot of work done. If there should
happen to be a big turn-out, we can have a very good evening meeting; if it is a small crowd, we
can still hold a formal meeting but discuss matters more informally. As, due to the short time
they could put on it after they wrote Myron, the “trail crew” could do nothing on the east side of
Moxie, it would be all to the good if we have a large enough crowd for some of them to go to the
top and start working down the other side, at least to the burned lean-to site. The important thing,
however, is to properly clear the west side. And, of course, we will want to put the signs up
where they all belong. If there are some of the members present who no longer feel like doing
very strenuous trail work, they can assist by fixing up the Bear Brook Landing Campsite, and
maybe even the Pleasant Pond one. To get done everything that needs to be done in the area will
require some advance planning, but as we do not know how many workers we will have, or their
capabilities, the plans will have to be somewhat flexible and a little adaptation will be necessary
after things get underway.
As you know by this time, it is too late to put in the notice about the consolidation of parties and
operation of a single commissary. If anyone inquires we will tell them of it. It would be an
excellent idea and I think the feminine members of your group will deserve the thanks of the
crowd for their efforts in that direction.
I think I told you that I will take charge of the paint demonstration if we have any new groups
(such as Mechanic Falls or HiY) to indoctrinate. Other than that, the painting can be omitted on
this work trip for Miss Giller is coming up on August 25 and she and I will be at Troutdale two
more weeks to do all the painting in the area.
If anything else comes up, let me know when you send the inventory of the tools. If anything
develops here, I will write you. Meanwhile things seem to be under control. I am looking
forward to seeing you in a few weeks.
August 3, 1950. Myron Avery to Jasper Haynes, Buckhorn Camps
Dear Jasper:
I am glad to have your letter of August first but sorry to note that business is the worst for twenty
years.
We appreciated your sending the newspaper clipping about the result of the trial. It probably was
a great help that your original fine was so large since it made it more probable that a jury would
not see you stuck for any such figure. I imagine that you are watching everything very carefully
now and are taking no chances.
I presume everything is quiet in your region. Things are very active here but Seymour Smith and
I hope to spend the last week in August and the first week in September between Rainbow and
Joe Mary. If you have any free time and want to do it on the same basis as last year, we could
stand a couple of days work on the Joe Mary Mountain side trail. Mr. Henry George, with whom
you talked, went West for a two months’ trip. I think this is the reason why he did not schedule a
trip to Joe Mary. He has it in mind for next year and I hope that nothing happens to prevent it.
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I am glad to see the Crescent Pond Camps. The post card with your Camps is a fine view.
August 3, 1950. Myron Avery to Roger D. Freeman, 3215 Netherland Ave., Bronx 63, New
York City, New York.
Dear Mr. Freeman:
I have your letter of July 31st and greatly appreciate your offer of assistance.
The matter is not urgent and we can deal with it after you return from your vacation. I will send
you the manuscript to be copied at that time.
As far as the size of lettering is concerned. I suggest that you send a sample on a sheet of paper
in the enclosed envelope. Your three sizes may provide all that is needed for the map which I
have in mind. Some of the larger letters on the maps sent you would not be required.
Enclosure - stamped envelope
August 3, 1950. Harold A. Molz, Production Manager, Williams & Heintz Co., Creative
Lithographers, 220 Eye Street, N.E., Washington 2, D.C., to Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
I am returning today – a. correction print, Katahdin #3
b. corrected neg. #3
c. type for orig. linen #3 {in form of VD}
d. orig. negs. and composite prints “White Cap Region” Map
and the Barren-Chairback Range Map
e. Single page index map and cut.
The name of the outfit that can make you linen prints from our negatives is Cooper-Trent.
I am also sending you some corrected galleys.
I believe this squares us away.
Thank you for your patience and cooperation.
August 3, 1950. Myron Avery to Division of Distribution, U.S. Geological Survey,
Wshington 25, D.C.
Dear Sirs:
Will you kindly send to Mr. Harry Brook, Box 1688, Ocean Park, Maine, a copy of the recently
issued shaded Old Speck, Maine, Quadrangle? This is to be charged to the Appalachian Trail
Conference quota.
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I shall very much appreciate your courtesy in this connection.
August 3, 1950. Jack Clark, The Cleveland Athletic Club, Cleveland, Ohio, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
I have your telegram but as you know from Lawson Reeves’ letter, he now has the signs and
equipment. I had a very nice talk with Lawson and he understands the situation—two days a
week in Maine does [not] permit very much continuous activity.
I attended an organizational meeting of the “Sugarloaf Mountain Ski Club” and I think
effectively spiked a move to utilize a portion of the AT as a ski trail. I accepted a “pro tem”
directorship in this organization as such a move seemed the best way to keep the situation under
control.
Will you ask Miss Stephenson to notify the MAC members of the Moxie work trip for Aug. 19
and 20 as indicated in Lawson’s letter to you of July 27.
August 3, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Earl W. Perham, c/o Chairback Mountain Camps,
Brownville Junction, Maine.
Dear Mr. Perham:
I am mailing today one bundle of signs for the Appalachian Trail to Myron Avery, in care of you.
When these come will you please hold on to them. Myron expects to be at your camps soon and
he will pick them up.
August 3, 1950. Lawson Reeves to A.M.C. Hutmaster, Hutton Lodge, Whitefield, N.H.
Dear Sir:
I am mailing to you today one board sign for the Maine-New Hampshire line. Evidently Myron
Avery has written to you in regards to some one from the Lodge installing it on their next trip
there. Would you please see that this is done?
August 3, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Richard Finley, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Finley:
I am mailing to you today one bundle of board signs for the Appalachian Trail for the locations
in that neighborhood. Will you please hold these at your home and Myron H. Avery will write to
you and make some definite arrangements about getting them put up.
August 3, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Marion Park.
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Dear Miss Park:
Myron told me to send the bill to you for the postage to mail out the Trail signs:
To Myron c/o Chairback Mt. Camps
To Richard Finley, Monson
To A.M.C. Hutmaster
One roll of waxed paper
cc: Myron Avery

.55
.65
.21
.27
1.68

August 3, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I got the signs packed and will mail them this noon. They will go out at 5.00 P.M. to night. I do
not know whether they will arrive time for your plans at Barren-Chair back.
Those for sec. 9 I sent to you at Chairback Mtn. Camps. #151 and 155 I mailed to you at
Washington last winter. Those for Sec.10, 11 and 12 I mailed to Mr. Richard Finley at Monson
Maine. That is the address that you gave to me last fall. I will write to Mr. Finley and ask him to
hold them until you give him further instructions in regards to getting them put up. Could you get
Anderson to take care of this matter? John Clark kept the two for Bear Brook Landing Campsite,
#231 I gave to Louis Chorzempa and he will get this up when he gets an oportunity, #296 I am
mailing to the Hutmaster A.M.C. as requested by you. Louis installed those for Old Speck. I
included those for Gulf Hagus in with those that I sent you today. I still have four left at my
house. One showing Sandy Stream Campsite 6.58 M. Two for Pleasant Pond Campsite and one
for Bigelow. The one for Bigelow I will give Louis. The others I will take to Moxie and maybe
someone will get a chance to get them up then. This takes care of the sign situation except that
those that Clark had got damaged so bad that they are almost worthless, however they will last
for a few years before needing to be replaced. The whole sign situation needs clarifying and
some definite system worked out, it is a mess now.
It is unfortunate that Miss Stephenson did not wait for my airmail letter before sending out the
announcements of the Moxie work trip, then she would have had something definite to work on.
In order to prevent further misunderstanding with Jack she will have to write Roy Fairfield and
countermand her order to pick up the tools and paint and signs.
Louis Chorzempa went up to Bigelow again yesterday. He was able to finish picking up Helon’s
trail from the highway to the A.T. on Bigelow. He painted all of this both ways except for about
3/4 mile going in one direction, where he ran out of paint. He installed metal markers. We plan
on going up there again Sunday and finish the place that he did not get. He did spot this well and
it can be followed without trouble. We will also paint the mile between the two highways. Then
the whole of the relocation will be painted. We will then leave this for the CMP Co. to clear. We
would estimate that there are around 10 to 12 man-days of work here. Our hats are off to Helon
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for his woodcraft ability to spot a trail on snowshoes and then 6 or 7 months later describe it so
minutely that someone can pick it up and follow without too much trouble.
After I get the signs mailed, I will send the amount that the postage cost to Miss Parks according
to your instructions.
We do not expect any size crowd for the work-trip.
cc: Miss Stephenson, Miss Park, Helon Taylor, Louis Chorzempa
{See letters 2 Aug. in Part 125}
August 4, 1950. Edith Curtis, Secretary, Maine Outing Club, University of Maine, Orono,
Maine, to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
We were pleased to receive your letter telling of the summer meeting of the Appalachian Trail
Club of Maine. It is unfortunate that I have made previous plans, as I should like to attend the
meeting. My father and I both must attend a wedding on Saturday afternoon as well as Friday
evening.
If it is at all possible, I will try to get over on Sunday for the day. We will have our own
transportation and boat if we do find that we can come.
As for the assignment for the section of trail, I guess there has been a misunderstanding, as our
club was told, as far as I know, that we now have the official assignment to the section of trail on
which the work will be done next weekend. I would appreciate any further information
concerning this.
We have had a couple of trips to work on that trail, and we plan more for the first of the fall. We
were assigned the section between Moxie Pond and the road on the other side of the mountain.
As for the accident. Bob Beyenberg, New Jersey, who graduated in June from Maine, was in
charge of the trip. There were about eighteen in the party. On the way back, Sunday, the girl
slipped and twisted her leg. Those around her could, hear the break, so there was no question.
Poles were cut and blankets used to make a stretcher. She was carried to the ranger’s jeep, which
was driven about a mile in on the trail. She was taken to the Eastern Maine General Hospital. She
is now recovered.
We did not make too much of this, as we knew it would be bad publicity for our club, which is
trying desperately to interest more people in work parties, instead of marshmallow roasts.
Unfortunately, the local paper played it up as something spectacular. If you want to publish it,
there is no good reason why we cannot give you permission. We have not publicized it because
we felt that it would be not be in the best interests of the club.
'
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Other students assisting were George Morse’51 and Walter Buckley ’ 50. I do not know who else
was involved. President of our club is Dick Noyes. We will appreciate any and all information
and literature you send us on the MATC.
August 4, I950, Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. Earl W. Perham Chairback Mountain
Camps, Brownville Junction, Maine.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Perham:
The Washington situation has made it very hard for me to make definite plans but I now am
leaving Boston on the night train, Friday the 11th, arriving at Milo Saturday morning, I suppose
that Earl will meet me at the station and I can change my clothes there, I had asked that the pack
and measuring wheel be left at Milo for this purpose.
I will be coming alone and will probably stay five or six days.
Since I want to relocate the trail to come down the Firewarden’s trail from White Cap, I am
asking if you will have certain material brought out from the supplies. It would be a scraper, a
can of white paint, a can of blue paint and a can of brown paint; 25 A.T. markers and 50 nails;
two unpainted board signs (I want to use them to show the new route).
I have in mind that I would stop off and do this work and come into camp that evening.
August 4, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Roy Fairfield. {Hand-written]
Dear Roy:
I have good news. Just received a card from the firewarden on Old Speck (Mr. Roy Cushman)
dated July 28, and he has already started on clearing the East Spur Trail. He said that he will try
to work on it some each night when he can spare the time.
I asked for Harry Brook’s address thinking that he might have a street and number. I will mail
the board sign to him right away.
Undated. Earl Perham, Chairback Mountain Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Received your letter and I will meet you in Milo when you say so and I’ll keep the wheel and
pack in Milo also.
There are quite a few here on the trail this yr. more than last yr. any way. A man here in Nutmeg
to night just came from Mt. K.
See you soon I hope.
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P.S. Got Jean’s letter today and I’ll tell the news all over you tell her. Wish the gang were all
coming. It’s nice and cool here evenings and no doubt plenty warm there now.
August 5, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have seen in your correspondence some references to clearing the Trail around the Bigelow
flowage and 1 have thought it advisable to comment in order to avoid the possibility that if
several of us deal with the same project, independently, we may work at cross purposes.
I have been dealing with the Central Maine Power Company in an effort to have then assume the
burden of this relocation. Progress has been slow but we have the company's commitment in
principle. It would seem to me good sense to take advantage of any assistance which will come
to us from this source and devote any available energy to sections which otherwise would not be
cleared. It would not be profitable for me to have to write the Central Maine Power Company (if
they should say that they can get the work done) and say that our own people have finished the
job and to forget about it.
There is Blgelow uncleared and John Clark has advised you that he will not do this year anything
between Bigelow and Moxie Pond which was only partially cleared last year.
Since we have so much to do, I would suggest that we wait on the Central Maine Power
Company before going ahead independently. However, if you do wish to run a work trip, 1
would strongly urge that it be devoted to paint blazing, although this is difficult on an uncleared
trail and very rough clearing to indicate the way rather than attempting to clear a small section to
standard. This type of work would also facilitate the Central Maine Power Company crew doing
the job. It would be my expectation that if the matter develops in this manner that we would
obtain a well-cleared trail and, since our trail maintenance resources are spread so thin, it is
advisable to defer what is any reasonable prospect of accomplishing elsewhere.
Helon will let you know of any contact made by him with the Central Maine Power Company
and I will continue to pass on copies of my correspondence. Mr. Clark has sent a note from
Cleveland, saying that he attended an organizational meeting of the Sugarloaf Mountain Ski Club
and is a director of the organization. The proposal to use the A.T. as a ski trail again materialized.
If we could ascertain the officers, I think it would be highly desirable to make the point of the
impropriety of appropriating the A.T. for their own uses and damaging it.
I have in mind making contact with the Great northern authorities, ascertaining what permission
has been given to the Club and asking if they would not impose the condition that the
development not interfere with the A.T. This might give us a more positive protection than
attempting to influence the officers of this group.
cc: Louis Chorzempa, Helon Taylor, Miss Stephenson
Auugst 5, 1950. Roy E. Cushman, N. Newry, Maine, to Louis Chorzempa. [Hand-written]
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Dear Louis,
I finished clearing the East Spur trail today so it is O.K. for the hikers to go over now without
getting lost on the trail. I may have a little more on the upper end but they can get over it without
any trouble.
Howe is everything there around Dryden? Have had 176 visitors so far this year. How did the
pictures come out you took at the Pond?
August 5, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I have just received a card from the firewarden on Old Speck Mtn. (Roy E. Cushman, Old Speck
Firetower, N. Newry, Me.), and he informs me that he has already started clearing the East Spur
Trail. He said that he would try to work on it a little each night when he has the spare time. I
have written to Harry Brook and Roy Fairfield about this. I have also sent forward to Harry
Brook the board sign to be put up at the highway at Old Speck.
I have been up to check the uncompleted section of trail at the East end of Mt. Bigelow. I took
Helon Taylor’s letter to Lawson Reeves, describing the relocation and what he did there, along
with me, so that I could follow the route. He estimated the distance to be about 4 miles. Three
miles, from what used to be route 16 below the ledge house to the top of Little Bigelow and into
the old A.T., and a mile the other way. (toward Jerome Brook Lean-to and the new highway to
the dam). I have painted the 3 mile section both ways with the exception of about 3/4 m. (ran out
of paint) there was a blind spot (no blazes) of about 1/2 or 3/4 m. which Mr. Taylor left to choose
a better route on bare ground. I chose a route that seemed best to me. If necessary this can be
relocated later. This is the section that I have left unpainted but I cut blazes with my axe. It is
about midway on this 3 mile section.
This week-end Lawson Reeves and myself plan to go up there again and finish painting this
section and also the new 1 mile section the other way (from old route 16 toward Jerome Brook
Lean-to). We will put temporary signs, “Appalachian Trail”, marking where the trail crosses old
route 16, and also signs showing the crossing at the new highway.
Helon Taylor has done considerable work along the new trail and when we complete the painting,
hikers should be able to follow it without any difficulty. I will write more about this when we
finish up the painting.
I put up 21 metal markers along the 3 mile section (one about every 1/4 m., each way). Also put
up a barricade where this new trail joins the old A.T. on Little Bigelow, blocking off the old trail
that goes on down to the Ledge House, and I painted arrows on the rocks there, so that there can
be no doubt as to the trail route.
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P.S. From your latest correspondence with the Central Maine Power Co. it looks like they are
going to do something about clearing this new section of trail.
August 6, 1950. Myron Avery to Edward Simpson Monson, Maine.
Dear Simpson:
I have received the Trail data, which you sent back, and your letter about your check.
Anderson should have told you that Miss Park wrote that she would be away for a couple of
weeks in August and that matters would be held up while she was gone. I understand that you
have been paid for all except the work on the Barren-Chairback Range. Apparently, your time on
this did not reach Miss Park before she left.
I have asked you to take the tools to Harry Davis and to send me an exact list of what is on hand.
Will you do this right away?
There is another matter which has arisen. Signs were to be sent to Anderson to put up. By
mistake, these were sent by Reeves to Richard Finley. I would like to have you take these signs
and put them up as soon as possible. You can get the signs from Finley and the letter to him from
Reeves.
I am sending you a package of galvanized nails. Do not use ordinary nails, as they rust.
I am enclosing a sheet which tells where these signs go and gives directions. Please let me know
when the signs are put up.
Did Anderson put up the sign at Bodfish Farm and where the Trail leaves the Seaboard Tote
Road and goes down to Long Pond? If he did not, will you look for these signs and include them.
Enclosure - Sign list and instructions
Copy to Miss Marion Park. Treasurer
August 6, 1950.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PUTTING UP SIGNS

In putting up the signs they should be about six feet off the ground and installed so as to catch
the eye. Watch to make sure that they point in the right direction.
Use galvanized nails. Leave one-half inch protruding when the sign is on a live tree.
Sign No. 157. This goes up where the trail turns from the Big Wilson Road into the Little
Wilson Road. You will need to drive a post here since there is no convenient tree.
Sign No. 159. This goes up on the big tree at Little Wilson Campsite, where there was a sign
next to the road.
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Sign No. 160. This goes up at the same place as No. 159 and points west up the trail.
Sign No. 161. This points up Jim White's Side Trail. The present sign is broken.
Sign No. 165. This is where you cross little Wilson and can wait until you are in there some time.
Sign No. 167. This is where the Trail comes in to Maine Highway 15 on the north edge of
Monson. You cannot put these signs on a telephone pole and, unless there is a tree
on the east side of the road, it will need a post.
Sign No. 171. This is 1.7 m. west of Monson, near the gravel pit where the trail turns from the
dirt road into the open field. It needs a post but I think there is one there now.
Sign No. 172. This is on the Blanchard Road on the east side of the road and points east back to
Monson.
Sign No. 175. This is in the triangle at Blanchard and points west across the iron bridge.
Sign No. 176. This is three-fourths of a mile beyond the iron bridge and is where the trail leaves
the automobile road and turns right into the wood road.
August 6, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Gerald Holmbom, Box 35, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Holmbom:
Your letter arrived Saturday afternoon, when the Appalachian Trail Conference office was not
open. However, I happened to come in on Sunday and saw it. As I knew Captain Avery was
leaving town soon, I telephoned him and told him about it. He asked me to write you
immediately, so he would receive your reply before leaving for Maine the latter part of the week.
There are several points on which he wishes further information from you.
Do you have any means of transportation, so you could get to West Branch Ponds, or other
places where he might want work done?
Do you have anyone to work with you? Or do you propose to work alone? And also, he would
like to know your age.
He is to be at Perhams Chairback Mountain Camps on Saturday August 12 and will remain
several days, possibly a week. Would you be in a position to get in there, if he wished to have
you do some work or make some arrangements for it while he is there? These Camps are located
at the end of Long Pond, but are approached from Katahdin Iron Works, rather than from the
Monson end of the lake.
He suggests that you write him immediately, using the enclosed envelope, giving him the
answers to these questions. He will then he able to come to some decision in the matter.
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August 6, 1950. Edward Simpson, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have taken all the tools from Milton’s home. They are now at Harry Davis’. These are all the
tools that I know about and that Mrs. Anderson said were there. They include: 5 pairs of weeders,
3 pairs of clippers, one pair with a broken handle. I do not know the location of any paint.
Perhaps Milton knows the location of additional tools or paint. His address is:
Rct. Milton L. Anderson R.A. 11196816
C.O.B. 60th Inf. Regt.
9th Inf. Div.
Fort Dix, NJ
P.S. I still have not received my check.
[Note: Milton “Mickey” Anderson was alive and well and living in Monson as of 18 August
2017!]
August 6, 1950. NIGHT LETTER. Myron Avery to Earl W. Perham, Chairback Mountain
Camps, Brownville Junction, Maine.
Please wire collect whether pack and wheel have arrived. Will arrive Saturday morning trail
August twelfth. Letter follows. Please retain Milo parcel post package mailing to you today.
Note: This revises what I asked be brought out when Earl meets me. I now need:
2 qts. white paint
1 qt. brown paint
1 – Hudson Bay ax
25 markers
50 nails
Signs Nos. 95 and 96, which relate to the White Brook Campsite. They should be in a
separate package, sent in last year. They are not in the package sent in by Mr. Reeves.
August 6, 195. Myron Avery to Seymour Smith.
Dear Seymour:
A further note so that you can plan accordingly.
Due to Clark's inability to go ahead with his commitment I have been struggling to put in a few
days on the Barren-Chairback Range. My expectation is to get to Long Pond next Saturday, the
12th, and stay about a week. That will then give me a week to catch up in Washington and, it
would seem as if the earliest date would be to get to Millinocket on Saturday morning, the 26th.
We would get a plane from Millinocket Lake to Rainbow. I would assume that we would be in
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the woods about 12 days. Probably the first 4 days at Rainbow, 3 days at Nahmakanta, 2 at
Potter's and Haynes, respectively. It would, however, be an elastic schedule. Since we need
something definite to plan on why not set it down on this basis?
Copies of the Katahdin Reprint and of the Southern Guide have gone forward to you. Miss
Stephan is working on the New England Guide and we hope to send it to the printer in October.
We have sent Max Sauter a copy of the Southern Guide also.
August 6, 1950. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan, c/o E. W. York, Jr., Daicey Pond, Twin
Pine Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Sidney:
This is just a note to say that there is being sent to you, by parcel post, the sign to be placed on
the Cable Bridge. It should go on the north side of the approach on the north bank so that any
person going on the Bridge from Katahdin would read it. It has been put on aluminum with a
glass frame and sealed against moisture. There are nail holes on each side for the purpose of
nailing it flat against the tower post.
I see no probability of having the replacement signs for Katahdin ready this season. When you
are on the summit, you might want to check the situation carefully so as to see what hardware,
tools and other apparatus would be required to bolt the new signs to the existing ones. This is on
the theory that we can accomplish it next year.
1 enclose the first five pages of a sign list, which cover this point, in the event that you do not
have the list with you at York’s.
It is my present expectation to be at Rainbow Lake on August 26th. You might send to me either
here or in care of the Camps a note as to the area you cover so we can be guided accordingly.
Copies to: Seymour R. Smith, Roy P. Fairfield, Stanley B. Attwood
August 6, 1950. Myron Avery to W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Co., Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Getchell:
I am writing to supplement my lost letter by saying that the relocation around the Bigelow
flowage has been marked by paint blazes so that the route is unmistakably clear.
It is, therefore, a matter of adequate clearing and cutting out a route which has been so intensely
marked that there would be no difficulty in determining where the trail goes.
We trust that with the Central Maine Power Company's approval of the principle of contributing
to the restoration of the trail it will now be in a position to deal with the remaining matter of the
clearing.
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Copy to: Lawson Reeves, Louis Chorzempa, Helon Taylor
August 6, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
This is in reply to your several communications. These are: Your letter of August 2nd to me,
your letter of August first to Fred Hutchins, and your letter of August 3rd.
My trip to see what can be done on the Barren-Chairback Range has been deferred for a few days
and I wish to clear up all these Maine matters.
First, 1 have known Fred Hutchins for over thirty years. He was firewarden on Tumbledown
Mountain when I worked for the Forest Service between 1916 and 1920. About ten years ago, he
helped us by making some super Trail signs in the vicinity of Bigelow Village. He writes
occasionally, telling how busy he is. I doubt if he would assume any responsibility and if he did,
whether it would not be the same unsatisfactory situation of having a sponsor of record with no
hope of accomplishment.
Inventory. Thank you for sending the inventory of what you obtained from Clark. You have
copies of a letter to him in April. Clerk reported that he had an unlisted carton of white paint,
which would mean an additional 12 quarts. You obtained practically all of the cache and he is
left with a couple of pruning shears and some weeders with paint. Lacking a specific inventory
on that, we will charge it off.
I confirm what Miss Stephenson had written with respect to our plan to have a member of the
M.A.T.C., who has no other assignment, to care for the cache. Since you anticipated her plan to
have Fairfield bring all this equipment to Moxie Pond, I request that you have it all brought up
for use there and the finalization of the cache plans.
Pruning Shears. This item is developed in issues of Trailway News and correspondence with the
maintaining clubs. The original 33-inch heavy duty shear is no longer manufactured by Disston
as a special order and the price would have been prohibitive. After long and laborious efforts,
involving making many contacts, Disston was persuaded to undertake a special order. These
were sold to the various Clubs. Through misunderstanding, Disston tapered the original handle.
Thereupon, anticipating the breakage, we bought and supplied additional handles. Breakage has
been less than we anticipated. This type is so much lighter and easier to use than the former type
that it has received universal approval, apart from making a shear available at low cost. The
present handles are used until they break and are then replaced. In the ordinary routine, where
trails are cleared annually, this type is large enough to take out anything which should be cut by
shears. In any event, this cache of shears represents a donation to Maine from the Appalachian
Trail Conference and, under such circumstances, one would not complain too much.
Bigelow Relocation. That you have written as to Helon's thought that he finish painting and
installing the markers coincides with my earlier letter suggesting how this should be developed.
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Signs. Anderson, as 1 wrote, is in the Army. Finley worked last year. I am taking steps to have
Andersen's helper obtain the signs which you sent Finley and to see if I can get the helper to put
them up. I had written the Perhams to hold the signs for me. Nos. 151 and 155 have been cared
for. I trust Clark will not fail to bring those for Bear Brook.
I am sorry to see you register objection to Miss Stephenson's sending out the announcement of
the Moxie work trip. It is rather poor reward for the labor which she has already spent and will
spend to salvage the project. Our efforts to obtain increased maintaining groups in Maine and to
build up a dues-paying membership have been far from productive, as compared with the
expense and labor, including your own, of last winter's publicity campaign. We considered that
the Moxie meeting was a "must" in that it afforded a last opportunity to try to get into the field
the groups with which contact had been made and see if anything could be done in the way of
indoctrinating these groups. Had not she and I taken action this would have collapsed completely.
You will recall that I asked you to do certain things. For reasons, which seem sufficient to you,
you declined. The project had fallen flat. The notice was already overdue. Miss Stephenson
asked if you could help by delaying the date a week in order to give more time. We did not
expect that, instead of replying immediately, you would think it advisable to hold up matters
until you could go to South Windham. That week-end was the only time available to undertake
the manual labor of sending out the notice, write the personal letters to all the maintaining groups
and the personal letters to each group with whom any contact was made. This week-end, for
instance, we are wrapping, addressing and mailing out several hundred copies of the Southern
and Katahdin Guides and, apart from the failure to get the notice out in sufficient time, had she
not gone ahead, the matter could not have been accomplished.
I think that any group which comes would plan to be self-sufficient, so that there is no substantial
loss. What has been accomplished by the earlier notice and the personal contacts gives a
maximum chance of something occurring. Instead of finding fault with her, I suggest that you
commend her for picking up the situation, which everyone else said he was passing on to the
other fellow. John Clark, for instance, sends a hand-written note on August 3rd from Cleveland,
asking if I will have Miss Stephenson notify M.A.C. members of the Moxie trip--a late date to
get matters under way.
I think this clears up ell the matters and, with the help that you and Louis and Roy will afford at
Moxie, I am confident that we can salvage something in the way of enlisting some trail sponsors.
In any event, we will lay the typewriter aside for a period of time and take up the trail tools.
cc: Louis Chorzempa, Jean Stephenson
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August 7, 1950. Sidney Tappan, York’s Twin Pine Camps, to Stanley B. Atwood. [Handwritten]
Dear Sir:
I regret that it will be impracticable for me to attend the summer meeting, however, I am able to
report that I have covered my assignment and have cleared the white blazed A.T. from Katahdin
Stream to the junction of the white and blue blazed trails 0.27 miles south of the Cable Bridge
over the West Branch. The bridge as you know has been repaired, the towers have been painted
white, the new wood has been creosoted. I met Earl Shaffer last Sunday on the A.T. at the
campsite on the West Branch beyond the Cable Bridge. He had come up the A.T. from Monson
and said that except for a few spots he found the trail in good shape.
We met a couple of parties on the A.T. today. The toll dam (one mile below York’s) across the
Sourdnahunk Stream is in poor shape but to put a sound foot way over the old dam is more than
one man can be expected to do. Between the dryki at the outlet of Grassy Pond and Katahdin
Stream there are a couple of water hazards which I will try to improve before I quit. Elsewhere
the trail is in good shape, the blazes visible and repainted last year. The signs in my assignment
are in good condition. Beaver have put a small dam just the other side of the Toll Dam from
York’s but I have cleared the alders out around the dam so that it is possible to get around the
dam with little trouble if any. They threw the dam right across the trail.
My son Peter has worked with me on all of this maintenance. We have put in 2 ½ days to date.
He has taken a couple of photographs of the repaired Cable Bridge for Myron Avery and
probably will get a couple more before we leave.
We will do as much as we can between the West Branch and Rainbow Lake on the A.T. (white
blazes) to the south side and will repaint the blue blazes to the north shore.
Sorry not to be able to reach your meeting but glad to be here and able to help out at this end of
the A.T.
August 8, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
I received your letter of August 5th and I certainly appreciate your keeping me informed.
The Bigelow situation seems to be in excellent shape and I feel that our procedure is to keep
pressing the Central Maine Power Company, which I expect will eventually clear the Trail. We
can use any available time and resources on other sections. Clark’s conversation with Reeves
indicates that he will do nothing on his area which was only partially cleared last year.
1 am feeling a little more encouraged as to the maintenance situation. Miss Stephenson has had a
very satisfactory letter from the University of Maine group, which indicates that it has
understood that it is maintaining the entire section from Blanchard to Moxie Pond and has
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already had three work trips. (Why we have not known of it, I cannot guess.) If some
representatives from the group do not get to Moxie Pond, Miss Stephenson will make other
arrangements. This seems one gain.
I want to urge most strongly that you concentrate on trying to get the Mechanic Falls Explorer
Scouts to take over Mt. Bigelow. I am asking you to take the initiative on this and not leave the
matter to Clark.
As to the September date, we have to remember that these Explorer Scouts will probably be in
school and that if it goes too long we may lose out completely. If Clark should get the Ski groups
there it will be all to the good. Let us, however, concentrate on trying to get the Mechanic Falls
Explorer Scouts to take over Mt, Bigelow, This is the one official request which the M.A.T.C.
Club President makes and, based on what you have accomplished, he considers It as good as
accomplished.
My plans have been altered but I will now be on the Barren-Chairback Range Saturday of this
week and make the relocation at White Cap, As the enclosed letter indicates, I am trying to pick
up the lost contact with the HI-Y group at Old Town, Maine,
The last week in August and the first week in September, Seymour Smith and I work between
Rainbow and Joe Mary. I know that you people will accomplish a good deal at Moxie and I look
forward to hearing good reports of the session,
Copy to:Miss Stephenson, Lawson Reeves, Roy Fairfield
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without signature to avoid delay.)
August 8, 1950. Myron Avery to Seymour R. Smith, Watertown, Connecticut.
Dear Seymour:
I have found a number of original tracings of the Massachusetts State Forest that were used in
the previous edition of the New England Guide. While they are of no great value, I felt that the
map maker of the new edition should include them in his archives rather than have anyone throw
them away. They have gone forward to you today.
I am leaving for Long Pond Thursday night and will get in there Saturday. My own arrangements
have been very much involved. I still hope to go ahead with our plan to be at Millinocket on
Saturday morning, August 26th. If matters should take the turn that I could not get there until the
Tuesday or Wednesday of the next week, which would be the 29th or 30th,
how seriously
would that jeopardize your plans?
I think that, unless you can get a note in reply off to me Wednesday morning of this week, that
you had better send it to me in care of Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Brownville Junction,
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
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August 8, 1950. Myron Avery to Merle Jordan, Old Town, Maine.
Dear Mr. Jordan:
I have your letter of August 2nd.
I am sorry, indeed, that Mr. Clark's failure to reply to your several letters has created the
impression of a lack of interest in the affiliation of your group with the trail work in Maine. Mr.
Clark has, unfortunately, been obliged to relinquish his trail work due to pressure of business
activities.
Miss Stephenson has written you as to the Moxie Pond work trip on the week-end of August
19th. I hope that your group can attend. If you have any questions write her at 1228 Eye Street, N.
W., Washington 5, D.C., and she will give you further details.
There is one other possibility of making contact on very short order. I am arriving at Milo on the
morning Bangor and Aroostook train (August 12th), where the Camp proprietor, Earl W. Perham,
Long Pond Camps will meet me. I am staying at the Camps. I will be there for four or five days,
checking over the trail work on the Barren-Chairback Range and doing work there. By reason of
the opportunities for exploration, camping, and the rugged terrain, we think that your group
would be greatly interested in the area. If you could arrange to drive to Katahdin Iron Works or
meet that train in the morning, I would be glad to have you and a friend as my guests at the
sporting camps for a couple of days while I showed you the area and told you of the trail
practices. I assume that you would have only Saturday and Sunday available. If you could not
make connections at Milo but could drive to Katahdin Iron Works, you could walk into the
Camps and we would then have an opportunity to put in a couple of days.
If you are going to be able to do this, I should notify the Camps proprietor. Accordingly, I wish
you would send me a telegram at the following address:
Myron H. Avery, Esq., Admiralty Counsel, c/o Office of the Judge Advocate General
Department of the Navy, The Pentagon Washington, D. C.
I would need to receive the telegram before Thursday noon of this week. You could send me a
night letter Wednesday night.
This is rather indefinite but it does afford a chance to make contact for trail work if you can work
things out on your end.
I do not know of anyone near Old Town or Bangor who would be going to Moxie.
Copy to: Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Mr. Lawson Reeves
original sent via Air Mail
1 copy via regular mail
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(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
August 8, 1950. Myron Avery to Clarence E. Nottage, General Delivery, Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nottage:
Since the meeting with Miss Stephenson at Joe Mary Lake, we have sent to you some of the
maps and literature on the Appalachian Trail in Maine for use in connection with the Geological
Survey program.
I believe you have received our new maps Nos. 2, 3 and 4. Under separate cover a copy of the
Katahdin Reprint is going forward to you at Greenville.
I am leaving Thursday for a few days on the Barren-Chairback Range. I am staying at Perhams
Long Pond Camps.
Mr. Watson has just made available to me a copy of the Blue Line print of the Sebec Lake
Quadrangle. I had not appreciated that this included so much of the Appalachian Trail on the
Barren-Chairback Range. I understood from Mr. Watson that your party was checking the trails
and I am making these comments on the blue print for use in this connection.
1. There is a very well-marked one-half mile blue-blazed side trail to Chairback Mountain from
the gap between Columbus and Chairback.
2. There is a lean-to on Cloud Pond on the point just beyond the blue side trail.
3. I am enclosing a copy of the Barren-Chairback map, which indicates blue blazed side trails
along the route.
I cannot determine from the blueprint whether the Appalachian Trail, coming down Hay Brook
into the Pleasant River Road, shows on your map. We are, on my trip, making a change to have
the trail continue all the way down the Firewarden’s Trail from White Cap to the Pleasant River
Road and then follow the Pleasant River Road west to the existing route. This is to simplify
maintenance problems and we will black out the hypotenuse of the triangle on Hay Brook. The
Firewarden’s Trail south of the Appalachian Trail would, I think, show on your map.
Gulf Hagas Trail. There is a complicated and involved trail system on Gulf Hagas. I am
enclosing an additional copy of our map, which shows the paint blazed system, which is also
described in the Guidebook. It has not been adequately cleared of late and some trouble may be
experienced in finding the portion from the north shore of Long Pond along Bear Brook to
Pleasant River West Branch, opposite the head of the Gulf. We will clear this shortly and, since
it will be much utilized, I hope that in checking the trail system, your people will be at pains to
try to indicate all the blue-blazed trail and the branches.
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In the event that your party is not checking this Sebec Lake blueprint, I would ask that you send
it on to whoever will do the work in order that they may have the benefit of the information
contained as to the side trails.
If you are working on any other area through which the Appalachian Trail passes, we would like
to know in order to be able to pass on to you the appropriate data.
I would appreciate your letting me know that you have received this communication and that it
will be in time for checking in connection with the blueprint.
We are grateful, indeed, to the Geological Survey for its interest and its efforts to portray the trail
route.
copy to: Mr. Dallas H. Watson, Miss Jean Stephenson
Enclosures:

Maps

August 8, 1950. Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cove, Biddeford, Maine, to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson,
Thank you for your letters. I'm glad Lawson and Louis straightened out the tool problem, for it
will be impossible for me to go on the work trip as I had planned in the Spring. This Western trip,
which I hadn’t anticipated in April, knocked my plans to complete my PHD research this
summer for a cocked hat. I want to start writing as soon as possible after Jan. 1 and every 10hour day I can get in means one or two teaching-weeks earlier I can get at it. So, I’m working the
clock around, the week around during July, Aug,, and Sept., hoping I can get the greater % of it
done before the routine of classes begin in the Fall! I'm awfully sorry, for I had looked forward
to it. If I EVER get this degree out of the way, perhaps I can settle down and do something
constructive!
I'm writing to two students who indicated interest in the Spring. Hope they can make it to the
meeting. Incidentally, Myron has the report of the trail which I sent him after our Spring work
trips. Nothing has been done since then in spite of our intentions, but we did a powerful lot of
bush-whacking in May!
I don't know what to say about the work the Maine club did. Am enclosing copies of letters
written to me by faculty people. Perhaps you can piece together something, and I'd suggest
pointing a bit to the future by mentioning the fact that I'm going to co-ordinate with them on
clearing techniques by showing the movie next year. Then, send a copy of Trailway News to Ted
Curtis! (a gentle hint!)
Wrote the Pine Cone article. It will appear in the Fall issue according to editor Hebert. If he
doesn't cut any of it, the AT comes in for some good publicity.
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Kindest wishes. Sorry will not be seeing you at Moxie. If you have time or the opportunity going
or coming, stop in to see me at the York Institute Saco.
{P. S. Could you have somebody send me some stationery?}
August 8, 1950. Stanley B. Attwood to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
It looks as though I am not to be the one to settle your problems. I cannot possibly make the
Moxie meeting, for the two principal reasons that we have company through August and that I
am in the process of getting a new car, don't know when it will come or how long it will take to
break it in.
Mr. Fairfield has written to see if I could take the tools to Moxie. The best I could do was to
supply three names, the best of which seems to be Mr. Canham. What happened to Clark, all of a
sudden?
Fairfield said he could get the tools to Lewiston. I didn't make the suggestion to him, but perhaps
Chorzempa could pick them up here.
As for a Maine cache, Libby certainly is not in a position to handle it, and I doubt if Shaw could.
I believe Edroy Curtis, Mechanic Falls (which Myron referred to as Mechanicsville, wherever he
got that name) would be the man.
Myron had asked me to find out how much work the Explorer Scouts could do. I was thereby
greatly embarrassed. They do not have enough tools, and I tried to get them some Lively Lad
weed cutters. I thought the address was T. J. Stump & Son, Ashland, Ky. When two letters got no
reply, I wired an order for four cutters. The telegram could not be delivered. I then tried Fulton,
Ky., and that proved to be wrong.
I know the Scouts are anxious to work, but I couldn't very well approach them with a suggestion
and, at the same time, leave them without sufficient tools. It looks as though the entire problem
could be solved if Curtis would handle the tools.
The publicity has gone out. As most of the weeklies listed publish Thursday, and as most would
not use it if it appeared in dailies several days prior to that day, I made all releases, weeklies and
dailies, for Thursday.
As I remarked at the start, I do not seem to be helping with your troubles. I regret it, and also that
I am unable to do either climbing or trail work.
P. S. If you have the address of the Lively Lad manufacturer, please supply it.
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August 8, 1950. TELEGRAM from Merle Jordan to “MYRON H. AVERY, ADMIRALTY
COUNCIL CARE OF THE ADJ GENL DEPT TO THE NAVY THE PENTAGON
WASHDC.”
CAN NOT MAKE IT ARRIVE FRIDAY 18 KIW AFTERNOON.
[Curious foonote: “RFD TO INFORMATION FOR PENTAGON BLDG. BELIEVES ADSE
TO BE WITH BRITISH ADMIRALTY IN PENTAGON.”]
August 8, 1950. Memorandum for Miss Stephenson from Myron Avery.
The Old Speck Firewarden, Roy E. Cushman, North Newry, Maine, is helping with the clearing
of the East Spur Trail on Old Speck.
I suggest that you send him Appalachian Trail and Maine Appalachian Trail Club literature. We
can consider him later on for membership.
c: Louis Chorzempa
August 8, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Helon Taylor. [Hand written]
Dear Helon:
Lawson Reeves and myself have painted, both ways, and put up metal markers, along the new
trail that you spotted around the flowage and up onto Little Bigelow. We used 3 qts. of white
paint and 36 metal markers. We put up temporary signs “Appalachian Trail” where the trail
crosses old route 16 and also signs showing the crossing at the new highway. Also shifted the
sign from Jerome Brook Lean-to to the road crossing.
You estimated the distance to be about 4 miles. Three miles from what used to be old route 16
below the Ledge House to the top of Little Bigelow and into the old A.T., and a mile the other
way (toward Jerome Brook Lean-to and the new highway to the dam). With your letter (to
Lawson Reeves) describing the relocation and what you did there, I went up to see if I could get
over the trail. I went over the 3 mile section. I painted both ways and put up metal markers with
the exception of about 3/4 mile, midway on this section.
I followed your blazes along the trail until I came to a large beech tree with the words carved on
it (THE END). I kept on toward the ledges, marking the trees with yellow chalk so as to be able
to return over the same route (these chalk marks will wash off in the next good rain). First I
headed generally North and Northwest, then West along a small ridge a short distance, and
Northwest again until I came upon a small brook (dry in summer). This I followed up a gully for
some distance (fairly steep). It led directly to a steep boulder filled gully, just above which in a
sort of Spruce flat I came upon your blazes again.
I painted on up to the top of Little Bigelow and to where it joined the old A.T. I put up a
barricade blocking off the old trail that goes on down to the Ledge House and I painted arrows
on the rocks there, so that there could be no doubt as to the new trail route. Then I painted back
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again and stopped painting in the steep boulder filled gully. On the return I cut blazes with my
axe (only a few along the brook) until I came to the large beech and your blazes, where I had left
off painting. If the route I chose over this blind spot that you left is not satisfactory it can be
relocated later.
Then Sunday Aug. 6, I came up here again with Lawson Reeves. We made some minor changes
in the route that I had blazed over the blind spot. Where the route followed the small brook up a
gully for some distance we kept the trail on the left bank all the way (the right side of the brook
going up). We cut additional blazes, put up a few more metal markers, and painted the section
that I had left, both ways.
That completed, we went over onto the 1-mile section. This we painted both ways and put up
metal markers. We went, as your description reads, from old route 16, across Bog Brook on a log
that you cut last Fall, then across a branch of Bog Brook, over the short blind spot as we came to
the lake, skirting the edge of the flowage for about a half mile, then swinging up into hardwood
on the side of a ridge for another half mile and coming into the old A.T. about 300 yds. from the
water.
Now that this section of trail has been painted and metal markers put up, and with the work that
you have done along the trail, we believe that hikers should be able to get over it without much
difficulty. From the latest correspondence between Myron H. Avery and the Central Maine
Power Co., it looks like they are going to do something about clearing this new section of trail.
cc: Myron Avery, Lawson Reeves
August 8, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Jean Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson:
I received your letter of Aug. 5 on Mon. Aug. 7. Some of your arrangements are sort of a
surprise to me, as I had understood from Lawson Reeves that the plans had been decided upon,
as stated in his letter to you and Myron of which I have a copy. He also wrote that due to my
hours of employment (my work week usually terminated at 9 A.M. Sat. morning) I might not be
able to arrive until around noon Sat. I am in hopes of being able to arrive at Moxie Fri. evening
but that is something we cannot count on.
When Lawson Reeves and I were at Jack Clark’s house, Jack said that he had reserved that
week-end for the Moxie trip (Aug. 19 & 20) and would be there late Fri. evening. He gave us
assurance that he would definitely be there; and that he would take charge of all the work on this
trip. He planned this work trip last Spring and this will give him a chance to fulfill one of his
commitments. Even though he has resigned as overseer of trails, we feel that he should have
charge of the work details on this trip. Moreover he is familiar with this territory and I have
never been there. Since I have made this agreement with Jack Clark and Lawson Reeves, I do not
intend to change it nor to step in and take over Clark’s job. That would be poor policy and would
only cause bad feelings and misunderstandings. There are few enough maintaining organizations
and individuals on the A.T. in Maine as it is, and I feel that we should work together for the best
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interests of all concerned and the continued improvement of the trail and refrain from indulging
in petty quarrels or discriminate against any persons who are willing to put their time and effort
in toward the improvement of the A.T. I will attend this Moxie trip only on the assumption that
Jack Clark will care for the work details.
However, should we be pleasantly surprised by having several new groups attend that are
interested in trail work and maintenance, rest assured, that Lawson Reeves and myself will give
every effort to help Jack Clark and you indoctrinate them on this trip and possibly assign them to
maintain some section of the A.T. according to their preference and Myron’s O.K. At any rate,
regardless of whether or not a large group attends, I believe the clearing of the West side of
Moxie Bald will be accomplished and the camp-site at Bear Brook will be installed.
Last Spring I was appointed as assistant to Jack Clark for trail inspection purposes only in
Western Maine (from Old Speck to the East end of Mt. Bigelow). Besides I help Lawson Reeves
maintain his section (#18) from Orbeton Stream to Bigelow village, and this is quite inaccessible
on the Orbeton Stream side. Together, we have spent much time so far this summer on work trips
to our section and other parts of the trail where we felt it was necessary, as the Bigelow Range
Trail and painting the relocation (4 m.?) at the East end of Little Bigelow. As I have hiked over
only a portion of the A.T. in Western Maine I still have a good deal of it to go over this Summer
to acquire knowledge of the terrain and 1st. hand reports of the trail conditions. It would be a
mistake for me to take on any commitments which I would not have time to fulfill. Therefore,
Lawson Reeves and myself will confine our efforts to Western Maine and toward securing
sponsors to maintain Bigelow and the Bigelow Range Trail. We have been working on this for
some time already.
Now, to get back to the Moxie work trip, we are fortunate to have such a capable person as you
to take care of the arrangements, announcements, and all the other details you propose to attend
to, and this meeting and work trip will surely be a success.
cc: Myron Avery, Lawson Reeves
August 8, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I have written to you in my letter of Aug. 5 about going up to the relocated section of trail at the
East end of Bigelow, and painting part of this new section. Sunday, Aug. 6, Lawson Reeves and
myself were up again and we have finished the job. In the 3-mile section there was a blind spot
(no blazes) of about 3/4 mile which Helon Taylor had left to choose a better route on bare ground.
It is about midway on this section. This part I left unpainted but cut some blazes. Lawson Reeves
and myself made some minor changes in the route that I had blazed, cut additional blazes, and
painted it both ways. Also put in a few more metal markers.
Then we painted and put up metal markers on the 1-mile section, which also had a short blind
spot in it (no blazes). The route is described in your copy of my letter to Helon Taylor. There
were some limbs, etc., thrown across the old A.T. which continued on down to the water and we
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added quite a bit more to it so that the old trail is well blocked off. We had Helon Taylor’s letter
of instructions with us so as to follow the route and get over the two blind spots.
After the Central Maine Power Co. clears the trail, some of the paint blazes which are quite close
together may be eliminated.
cc: Lawson Reeves
August 9, 1950. Seymour Smith, Watertown, Connecticut, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
The activity at headquarters has resulted in a heavy flow of incoming mail. Yours of Aug. 6th
arrived yesterday and to-day the Southern Guide and your note of Aug. 8th.
Setting the date Saturday, August 26th for our projected rendezvous at Millinocket meets with
my approval. I shall plan accordingly. Let’s see, this would mean for me boarding Train #23,
The Gull, at Boston Friday the 25th at 10:30 P.M. Arrive at Millinocket 6:52 A.M. the 26th.
Above times are daylight.
In case you find it necessary to move the date to Tuesday or Wednesday, August 29th or 30th,
there will be no resulting inconvenience to me. I hope, however, it will be possible to add the
corresponding number of days to the opposite end of the excursion. You arrange things to suit
your needs and I will fit myself into the plans. Don’t crowd your schedule.
Other local matters, being of little importance, will await personal discussion later. Looking
forward with much pleasure to meeting you in Maine. The shoes went to the repair shop for an
overhaul to-day.
Have a good time at Long Pond.
P.S. There will be soon the matter of delivery of original maps for the N.E. Guide. They are
mailable but I would prefer delivery of the same in person. I do not expect to journey in the
direction of Washington. Is there any comment you wish to make on this?
Original of this letter goes to Long Pond and copy to Washington.
{See letters Aug. 22 in File 129}
August 10, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Edith Curtis, Secretary, Maine Outing Club,
University of Maine, Orono, Maine.
Dear Miss Curtis:
I was glad indeed to receive your letter of August 4, in response to mine enclosing the notice of
the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, and sorry to learn that you cannot be there on
Saturday the 19th. I hope it will ho possible for you to come over on Sunday.
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About the assignment of the section to the Maine Outing Club, we are glad also to have the
information you gave about it. At the annual meeting of the Maine Appalachian. Trail Club in
Lewiston in April, it was decided to have a summer meeting combined with work on the Trail at
a location on the Trail. As some of those attending would be camping and others would want to
stay at sporting camps, a location easily reached by car, with these facilities close together and
on a section that would need work at that time was desirable. The west slope of Moxie Bald met
all these qualifications, so was fixed as the locale for the meeting. Since the Moxie Bald fire of
some years ago, the west slope has to be mowed each summer; as far as we know, there has been
no actual complete maintenance work done on it for several years, though odds and ends of work
have been done there. The work done in connection with this meeting should put it in condition
so that annual maintenance in the future will keep it in condition.
On return from the April meeting, the Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference, who is
also President of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club found awaiting him a letter from a Mr.
Fairfield of the Maine Outing Club, indicating the interest of that club in maintaining a section of
Trail. He promptly wrote, suggesting the section from Blanchard to Moxie Pond, but has never
had a reply or any word that there had been any further developments. Subsequently, Mr. Avery
asked M.A.T.C. Director Roy P. Fairfield, who is Director of the Bates College Outing Club
(which maintains a 40-mile section in western Maine) if he could ascertain whether the interest
had waned, or if the M.O.C. still wished a section assigned. Meanwhile, we received a copy of
the newspaper article to which I referred in my previous letter to you. We have just heard from
Mr. Fairfield (who has been away from the state on a trip), suggesting we write Prof. Curtis. So
you can see, all at once we are getting things cleared up!
On receiving your letter, I immediately called Captain Avery, as I knew he was on the point of
leaving town on a trip to Maine. He asked me to say to you that he is very glad to officially
confirm his former proposal to assign to the Maine Outing Club the section from Blanchard to
Moxie Pond, and you may consider such an assignment as made. Announcement to that effect
will be made at the meeting on August 19th. As a result of the work done in connection with that
meeting, the west slope of Moxie will be in fairly good condition and the work trips you plan
should be sufficient to keep it that way.
I do not know just how much information Mr. Avery sent to Mr. Fairfield last April, but it may
be well to mention that there are certain definite standards and techniques which are universally
observed on the Trail throughout the entire 2,000 miles, such as the placing and (more important)
the size of paint blazes, the erection of signs, the use of the “marker" indicating the name of the
Trail, as well as certain things we have learned in regard to such matters as use of tools, etc. It is
fairly important that a new maintaining group have some indoctrination on these matters. It
would also no doubt be of interest to your group to see the types of tools which have received
universal acceptance, etc. It is for this reason that I especially regret the wedding that keeps you
from the meeting. (Incidentally, it will be the wedding of my niece on Saturday which will keep
me from assisting with the “shooting” of the movie on The Appalachian trail now being prepared
at the request and the expense of the State Department to be shown in Germany to combat the
Soviet propaganda as to the “regimentation” of recreation in the United States. I helped plan the
script, helped select the localities to be featured, but the first wedding of the next generation
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takes precedence over even such a movie! You may be interested to know that Katahdin is one of
the four areas to be shown in the movie!)
But to get back to the subject. I will arrive at Troutdale Camps on August 17, and will be there
until September 6. The work trip-meeting will be August 19-20. For the next week, I will be
there alone. On August 26 a friend from Washington will arrive, and then she and I will
standardize the paint blazes on The Appalachian Trail from the top of Moxie Bald to the
Kennebec River. (We select a different area each year, and do this. Last year it was from White
Cap to Joe Mary Lake; the previous year from White Cap south to Barren Mountain.) If it would
be possible for you to come over any time during that period, we could talk over matters in detail,
show you the tools and methods used, describe the paint technique and equipment, and in general
I think that in addition to the pleasure of meeting, we would both find it very profitable. I might
say, however, that in doing this work three days out of every four we leave camp at 8 A.M. and
do not return until late. The other days we stay in camp. But if you will send me a telegram,
saying the day you are coming, we can stay in camp that day and so not miss you. I do hope you
can arrange to do this if you find it inconvenient to come over Sunday, the day after the wedding,
or if you feel you would prefer to come when there will not be the distractions of the
combination of work, meeting, etc.
Now for the subject as to which I originally wrote you: I can quite see your point of view, and
under the circumstances, in spite of your gracious permission to do so, I will make no mention of
the accident in the item in APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS. Instead what I can do will be
to have an item telling that you have taken over the maintenance of this section and giving an
account of the work accomplished. These data I can get from you when you do come in to Moxie
Pond and there will still be time, on my return to Washington, to get it in the September issue of
the magazine.
It is indeed a pleasure to add to the list of maintaining organizations the Maine Outing Club. As
you probably know, the Bates College Outing Club has a 40-mile section; other clubs are the
Wilton Outing Club, the Maine Alpine Club, etc. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club acts as the
coordinating group for the activities of these clubs and of the various individuals that maintain
sections of the Trail. I enclose a leaflet about the club which was prepared primarily for use at
the Maine Sportsmens’ shows and for the Maine Publicity Bureau.
I think your group will find trail work tremendously interesting, and it will fit right into your
“Woodsman’s” program. I do not think there is anything that could be suggested that will give
the young men and young women in the University a better appreciation of the natural resources
of the State than to have a part in assisting to keep open and properly marked a footpath through
the wilderness for the use of those who seek re-creation in Nature. And it certainly gives them a
chance to develop their physical capabilities!
If, after you get this 17 mile section from Blanchard to Moxie Pond in good order, and find you
can keep it so with the number of trips you will be able to run to it, you wish more territory, that
can easily be arranged. The section between Moxie Pond and the Kennebec is being kept up by a
man who also has the section from the Kennebec to Bigelow and whose business now takes him
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out of the State frequently. So if your interest develops, and your group would like to add
Pleasant Pond Mountain to your collection, let Mr. Avery know and I am sure it can be arranged.
Do you have a copy of the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE? If not, let me
know and I will see that the Club is sent one. Every maintaining organization should have one. I
will have with me, for you, a copy of the Trail Manual and of the Instructions for Appalachian
Trail Workers.
If you wish it, I suggest that you arrange early next fall to have Mr. Roy Fairfield, of Bates
College, who is a Director of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, come over to Orono and show
the motion picture reel of the Appalachian Trail Conference, which depicts the various methods
of doing Trail work. It is a colored film, done professionally, that is quite interesting to anyone,
whether or not they are engaged in Trail work, and it will no doubt stimulate interest in the type
of work the Maine Outing Club is now proposing to do. We have found that the pictorial
representation is one of the most effective ways of stimulating interest in Trail work.
This, I believe, covers the various points brought up in my letter and in yours. Needless to say, I
am looking forward to seeing you, your father, and anyone else who may be able to come over
with you.
August 10, 1950. Myron Avery to Merle L. Jordan, Old Town, Maine.
Dear Mr. Jordan:
I received, this morning, your telegram which had been delayed in reaching me because of
Western Union’s garbling and condensing the address.
I am not sure I understand the situation and I am dictating this letter in order to clear up matters.
The telegram reads: "Can not make it. Arrive Friday 18 KIW. Afternoon. Merle Jordan"
The way I understand the telegram is this: You cannot arrange to come in to Long Pond this
week-end or to meet me on Saturday, the 12th, at either Katahdin Iron Works or at Milo.
Since you refer to Friday, the 18th, I understand that you do not plan to join the trip at Moxie
Pond.
What I get from your telegram is that you now think that you would come in to Katahdin Iron
Works on Friday afternoon and come in to Long Pond. However, I will have left Perham’s
Camps before Friday, the 18th. I expect to leave either on the l6th or the 17th and go through
Bangor on my way to my home at Lubec, Maine, from where I will return to Washington, D. C.,
at the beginning of next week.
If, however, you want to go in and look over the east half of the Barren-Chairback Range on the
18th, after I have gone, I think that would advance matters. You would either plan to camp
somewhere or stay at the sporting camps overnight. If I have time when I go through Bangor, I
will try to telephone you and we can talk about the matter.
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I do think that it would move matters along if you were able to go in and go over the trail so as to
understand the situation. You will need to study the Guidebook carefully because of the
numerous side trails which permit an opportunity to work short sections of the Range.
When you get this letter, you might send a note to me in care of Earl W. Perham, Long Pond
Camps, Brownville Junction, Maine, and send a copy to Miss Jean Stephenson, 1228 Eye Street,
N. W., Washington 5, D. C., so that all of us will know what you intend to do.
Whether I am at Long Pond or not, it would help matters to have you look over the section so
that we could talk or write about it with more definiteness.
I shall try to get in touch with you as I go through but if you will send me a note, I will know
your plans.
Copy to Miss Jean Stephenson
Original via Air Mail
Copy via regular mail
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
August 10, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Lawson Reeves and Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Mr. Reeves [This is a note added to top of letter to Chorzempa:]
Reading between the lines of your letter to Myron and Mr. Chorzempa's letter to me, I sense that
you are somewhat annoyed because I have been carrying out my duties as Chairman of
Arrangements for this meeting. I hope I misunderstood. Anyhow, let’s stop taking the time to
write long letters about it all, and if there is anything to straighten out do it when we meet, on
Moxie Pond. Takes too long to write letters!
I certainly appreciate all the work you do on the Trail and am sure we have the same interests in
view. The trip and the meeting will, I am sure be a success, and I am counting on you and your
friends to make a most substantial contribution to that end.
Dear Mr. Cborzempa:
I have your letter of August 8, and hasten to reply so that any misunderstanding on your part may
he cleared up prior to my arrival in Maine to attend the meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club.
I think a brief review of the essential facts will clarify the entire matter.
At the M.A.T.C. meeting in April, it was decided that there should be a summer meeting of the
Club, that it should be combined with a work trip, that such a meeting would serve as an
opportunity for members to get together, and that effort would be made to have there any new or
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prospective maintaining groups so it could serve as an indoctrination meeting for them, and that
the Overseer of Trails would handle arrangements for the meeting. It was also decided that a
work trip was required on the Barren-Chairback Range, and Clark, as Overseer of Trails, was to
arrange for and direct this.
Through contacts developed here, three prospective groups were lined, up and referred to Mr.
Clark for further arrangements as to indoctrination and attendance on a work trip or meeting.
Because of pressure of personal matters, Mr. Clark resigned as Overseer of Trails. The President,
Myron Avery, suggested to him that he endeavor to complete the arrangements for those trips
and meetings or let us know how they stood, so the plans could be carried out. It was not until
past the time that notices should have been out that we found out here that no action whatever
had been taken for either of the meetings, nor had any contacts been made with the prospective
maintaining groups.
The summer meeting was important. It was to be an indoctrination meeting for new groups, but it
was also to provide an opportunity for members of the club to get together, and establish a
pattern for future club activity. Myron wrote to Mr. Reeves, asking for suggestions as to handling
the meeting. Mr. Reeves letter in reply definitely indicated that he would be unable to do
anything more than help with the work, and in fact suggested letting the meeting go. He raised
the point that I did not intend to be there for it, inferring that if I were coming I could have
attended to all the necessary work except the trail work. When I read that letter, I told Myron that
I would accept an appointment as Chairman of Arrangements and proceed to arrange for the
meeting, but suggested that an effort be made to change the date from August 19 to August 26.
(As apparently the only people affected at that time were the Wilton Outing Club group, if they
could change, it would make it easier for the other members who had not yet received a notice, to
make arrangements to attend, and also would make it much better for me. If, however, the
Wilton O.C. group were counting on that date, which had been set in April, it was not fair to ask
them to change, Hence, we both felt we should consult with Mr. Reeves.) When Mr. Reeves
wired, in response to my telegram that the date was August 19, we accepted it, and proceeded
from there.
I got the notices out at once. It was already too late for many of the members. Several who would
otherwise have attended have written to say that had they known it a little earlier they could have
done so. Three weeks notice is not enough for people who have limited vacations and must plan
for them.
More unfortunate still, of the three prospective maintaining groups, not having heard anything
about it, they have made other arrangements for that week-end. Had we postponed it to the 26th,
we might have had three or at least two of them. It is too late now, of course, though we are
trying to arrange for a partial representation for part of the time at least.
To take up your letter paragraph by paragraph. You mentioned that plans were made by Mr.
Reeves in accordance with a letter he sent Myron and me. Mr. Reeves was not in charge of
arrangements for the meeting. He had been asked for suggestions, and his reply was to indicate
that the trip be given up or that your group would do the work and let the meeting go. The
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meeting was essential, and had been decided by the Club to be held. Mr. Reeves was merely
asked if the date could be postponed, as he was bringing the only workers of which we were sure.
He was told that in either case, I would take over arrangements for the meeting. I was very
pleased on getting his letter to know that he felt the details of the work were well in hand, in that
camping arrangements were completed, transportation and boats for your group were available,
etc. So I had no worries about that. He did say that you would not arrive until late. I had thought
I covered that point in my letter to you when I said that if you could not arrive until late, we
could arrange for Mr. Reeves or someone else to assign workers and get started. You, as the
senior officer in the overseer group, in the absence of Myron who has been acting overseer since
John Clark’s resignation, would naturally be in charge of the work. You may designate who will
do the various parts of the work in your absence. If you designate Mr. Clark to take over certain
parts of it, that is quite all right. I stated that I felt we should plan it without counting on him, in
view of his inability to carry through his various commitments in the past. (After all this to-do,
maybe he will feel he must show up this time, if so, we will be in a good companion and a good
worker. My point is, we cannot build our plans around him.)
I can’t quite see why it was necessary, since he had failed to make arrangements for this meeting
for you and Mr. Reeves to see Mr. Clark and persuade him to take over the work. But that was
your privilege and if you wished to have him do it, there is no objection. I do not understand
your comment about it creating hard feelings if we did not let him fulfill this commitment.
Merely going in and taking charge of the work on the ground doesn’t do that. I cannot see why
he should have hard feelings. He accepted those assignments, and in fact asked for them. When
he found he could not do them, he could have notified the President and asked to be relieved.
Instead, he did nothing. So we lost the labor on the Barren-Chairback Range; the prospective
maintaining groups feel they were not wanted; out of state members and those with limited
vacations feel they should have been notified earlier; and virtually the entire summer season was
wasted.
To state it baldly, I have to incur $60.00 extra expense and Myron has to change all his plans,
and incur considerable inconvenience and expense so that Mr. Clark can have the credit of
arranging a satisfactory meeting when in fact he is to do nothing except come and take charge of
the work on the ground while there! When I analyze it this way, it seems to me that there is
ground for complaint on the part of some one, but it isn’t Mr. Clark!
I agree emphatically that all of us interested in the A.T. in Maine should work together for the
best interests of the Trail project. As I put in about thirty hours a week on the Trail project it
would be astonishing if this were not my view. Experience has shown, however, that there is apt
to be a lot of working at cross purposes unless each person carries out his assignments and does
not attempt to do the other fellow's. The President coordinates all these efforts.
Mr. Clark had been appointed to handle arrangements for this trip as he was Overseer of Trails
and it was to be built around trail work. When he resigned as Overseer of Trails, he took himself
out of the picture, except that he promised to come. He had been asked to continue to handle this
trip, but he did not do so. So he had two chances at it. When he was out of the picture, I was
appointed. I then proceeded to act. I am sorry if some of the arrangements did not coincide with
the thoughts of you and Mr. Reeves, but then maybe your thoughts on some matters did not
coincide with thoughts of some of the other officers either! You know the old saying - "There are
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nine and sixty ways of constructing tribal lays, and every single one of them is right!” In running
a meeting someone has to go ahead with the plans, and the Chairman of the Arrangements
usually has that job. Anyhow, I cannot see that any of my plans should upset those you have
made, except that I considered and still consider that you are primarily responsible for the Trail
work. If you delegate it to Mr. Clark instead of Mr. Reeves, in your absence, that is your
privilege. If Mr. Clark does not show up on time, I can step in as Chairman of Arrangements and
see about it, but frankly, I did not want to!
The Maine Outing Club people will be unable to come on Saturday, but maybe the faculty
advisor and the secretary may be able to drive over Sunday. If not, they will come over sometime
during the next week or two when I am there, and we will stage a little demonstration and do
some indoctrination work. They have now accepted an assignment, which will be announced at
the meeting I hope as by then the details should be cleared up.
There is another group that say they had written John Clark four times with no reply, had
counted on coming to the meeting but until my notice came had been unable to learn when it was
to be. Myron is trying now to arrange to see them on his trip (he is away now and goes to Maine
before returning here), and it is possible we may get one or two over for this meeting. I’ll know
more by the time I leave here.
In order to get things arranged, I had assumed that you and Mr. Reeves would take care of the
Trail work and of the meeting, and Stanley Attwood as Secretary would naturally preside if he
came. If he did not come, I asked Roy Fairfield, as the other Director sure to be there, to preside.
I hope Helen Taylor will come and if so, there will be a definite assignment for him, but as his
foot condition may not permit it, it seems wise to make the essential assignments to these who
we knew would be there.
I agree it is always a mistake to take on more commitments than one can carry out, and agree you
are wise not to do so. I know you and Lawson Reeves both have done a splendid job on a most
difficult section of the Trail in Maine. I hope the Mechanic Falls Explorer Scouts will take over
the Bigelow section of the A.T. I think their leader would like very much for them to have it.
I hope he can be at the meeting. I saw a copy of a letter Lawson had written to Fred Hutchins
about the Bigelow Range Trail. He is an old friend of mine, even though I might not recognize
him if I saw him now! It has been years since I have seen him, but during the war, when all the
men were out of that area, I depended on him to do the marking and repair work on the Trail and
lean-tos. I have the most interesting little picture he sent me than showing a little French girl
(aged 12) painting the blaze on the top of Sugarloaf. I had asked him to repaint the trail from
Bigelow Village to the top, and as he felt he should not go alone and could get no men to go with
him, he got these two little French girls to go along and taught them to paint. The Blanchard
child made an awfully cute picture, for the cairn is as tall as she is! When I sent him his notice
(he is a member you know), I wrote him a note and asked if he could come over. I would like so
much to see him again. But what I started to say was that he has always felt he did not have the
strength or time to take over a section. We can count on his interest, though. And he did good
work in times gone by.
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Going back to your letter, I wonder to whom and to what you refer in the remark about "petty
quarrels or discrimination, against any persons” etc. If you mean me, and my suggestion that we
leave Mr. Clark out of this - - I consider the remark uncalled for, unfounded and I am sure on
thinking it over you will agree! I am facing the realities of the case. This meeting was none of
my business. I am Publicity Director. I was not even coming as my friend could not come until a
week later, and we were to do the painting which could best be done after the work was over.
The man who was to handle it could not do so. No one else stepped in to offer. I was appointed.
Looking at Mr. Clark’s record of being unable to attend to any of his assignments, I certainly
would have been foolish had I counted on this. So I did not. That is not "discrimination"; that is
common sense. I did not know any of you all in Maine had been quarreling, and hope that it isn’t
so. We certainly should work together on this, each on his own job.
Well, I hope the above has cleared up matters in your mind. The meeting ought to be a success. I
hope we will get the work done as planned. As I said before, Miss Giller comes up the next week
and she and 1 will do the painting during the two succeeding weeks. I have no idea as yet how
many will come. I know of a dozen who could not come on such short notice, but hope enough
will come to make it truly a representative meeting.
I leave here the morning of Wednesday, April [sic] 16th. If the bus strike is over by then, I will
be at Troutdale by 3 P.M. Thursday. If it isn't, I may be a little later. I will look forward to seeing
you there.
c: Mr. Lawson Beeves
August 11, 1950. Merle Jordan, Old Town, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
I am sorry that I didn’t make the telegram more plainer to you.
I meant that I could not join you at Long Pond this week-end but I did make arrangements at the
mill so that I could join the trip at Moxie Pond.
I plan to arrive Friday evening and would like to have maps of trails leading to Moxie Pond
because we have never been into that section before.
August 11, I950. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cove.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
Thanks for your letter of August 11, enclosing the letters from Profs. Randall and Curtis.
Meanwhile, a suggestion had been made that I quote from the newspaper article about the M.O.C.
trip ("Girl breaks leg on Breakneck Ridge”) in the September APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY
NEWS, and that I get the details from them. So I wrote, saying it had been suggested, asking
permission and indicating we were interested in knowing what section they had and how. In
reply I received prompt answer from Miss Curtis, who is Secretary of the M.O.C. She did not
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say how they got the section, said they had understood that they had always had it. (Maybe it
dates back to pre-war days!) But they wanted it, wanted instruction, and she and her father would
come to the meeting except for a wedding, but would come over Sunday if possible, and inquired
about later if they couldn’t make it Sunday. It was most encouraging. Myron was leaving town
that day, but I called him and he told me to tell her to consider the assignment as confirmed and
to announce it at the meeting. So that is one section settled. I suggest you write them in the Fall
when you see your way clear, and tell them you will bring over the movie. They apparently want
help but seem not to take the initiative. I don’t have time to copy her letter now and want to leave
it for Myron to see on his return, but one comment will interest you - Speaking of the accident:
“We did not make much of this as we knew it would be bad publicity for our club which is trying
desperately to interest our people in work parties instead of marshmallow roasts.” So much for
that.
The bad news in your letter is that you are not to be at the meeting. I quite appreciate it from
your angle and know you have done the wise thing, but as Stanley Attwood won't be there, nor
Myron, nor Ben Hadley, it means that unless Prof. Sawyer does, the only officers will be Lawson
Reeves and Louis Chorzempa, both from the Wilton Club, which means it will be largely a oneclub affair instead of several. I hope Prof. Sawyer can come and will preside. I also hope some of
the Maine Alpine people will come. I think there may be a fair scattering of individual members,
and a pretty good meeting.
What is the subject of your thesis? I know it will be a relief to get it out of the way--even though
the research and work is interesting.
I am sorry we won't be seeing you at Moxie, but will see you in Lewiston next winter.
August 11, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I have sent a letter to Edroy Curtis of the Mechanic Falls Explorer Scouts concerning the
maintenance of Bigelow. Will let you know of any developments.
Am enclosing a card I received from the Old Speck Firewarden Roy E. Cushman. I have written
Harry Brook that the Firewarden has finished clearing the East Spur Trail, urging him to blueblaze it on his next trip.
August 12,1950. Clarence W. Nottage, Assoc. Topog. Engr. United States Department of
the Interior, Geological Survey, Greenville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery,
I appreciate very much the Appalachian Trail data that you have just sent me that falls on the
Sebec Lake, Maine Quadrangle; also the material sent by you and Miss Stephenson in the past
year of this area and also the Norcross, Maine Quadrangle.
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I have been tenting in at the hermitage near the Gulf Hagas Trails the past three days, and am
sorry to have missed you at Perhams Camps. If you could see me here in Greenville, at the
Barney House in Greenville Jct. before you return to Washington I would like very much to
discuss any of these trails with you.
Gulf Hagas Trails. We have just completed these trails up Gulf Hagas North of the Hermitage.
All of the blue trails were run and will be shown. Just North of Gulf Hagas Brook I also ran the
blue spur down to Screw Auger Falls. Also a short ways North of Gulf Hagas brook there is a
split in the blue trail; the left fork swings down and follows the scenic route along the cliffs of
the Gulf and thence across the stream to the North shore of Long Pond; the right fork continues
about another mile North toward the Head of the Gulf and Little Lyford Ponds to another fork in
blue trails. The left fork of this last intersection meets the Gulf Hagas trail and continues to North
Pond, and the right fork goes to Little Lyford Ponds. This has all been clarified and will be
shown on the Sebec Lake Quad. I would suggest that the Gulf Hagas trail be brushed out a little
in spots. The trail from the Hermitage North as far as Gulf Hagas brook is in excellent shape.
The Pleasant river trail toward Little Lyford needs a little brushing in a few spots.
Hay Brook Area . The Appalachian Trail coming down Hay Brook into Pleasant River Road
does show on our Sebee Lake Quad, and also the fire warden’s Trail coming into it about two
miles North on the trail. Please let me know on your return to Washington if you have changed
your routing to follow the fire Wardens trail to Pleasant River Road so that I can have my
markings correct when I send the Sebec Lake material to office.
I plan to spend a day or so up on the Barren-Chairback Mountains this coming week to connect
and correct any dangling trails.
The Geological Survey is taking up immediately the traverse of all roads and trails on the Roach
River and Cooper Mountain Quadrangles. This will take in your trails North and including
Whitecap Mountain, Potaywadjo Ridge, Yoke Pond area, Nahmakanta Trail, Wadleigh Mt., the
Roach ponds and West to Lily Bay. If you have any additional information in any of these areas
and wish to forward them to me I will be glad to give them to the traverse parties that will be
working these areas.
1 believe you will always find the Geological Survey willing in any way possible to show on
their maps the trail routes of the Appalachian Trail Conference.
copy to: Mr. G. H. Watson
August 12, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Stanley B. Attwood.
Dear Mr. Attwood:
Thanks for your letter of last Tuesday, and for everything you have done for me. I think it is an
imposition to dump all this stuff on you but not only should it go out from a Maine address, but it
needs your expert review!
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I am certainly sorry to hear you will not be able to come to the Moxie Pond meeting. I
understand that Roy Fairfield cannot come either. Of course Myron is not to be there, nor Ben
Hadley. Helon Taylor's foot has been bothering him, so he may be unable to come. So unless
Prof. Sawyer can make it, the only officers will be Lawson Reeves and Louis Chorzempa, both
of the Wilton Club. I had hoped to have an officer who was from some other group also, so it
would not be too much of a 1-club affair. I think there may be a fair number of scattered
members coming, even if few of the officers can’t be there.
Lawson Reeves went down to see John Clark and got all the tools and took them back to Dryden
with him. I have written to ask him to bring them all to Moxie Pond. Dryden is too far from a
central location to have a tool cache there, even if someone there was willing to handle it.
Lewiston would have been the ideal location, but if Mr. Curtis is willing, Mechanic Falls may be
just as well. I'll talk to him about it, at the meeting. I assume he will be there. (About Mechanic
Falls vs Mechanicsburg: Mechanicsburg is a place in Pennsylvania right near the Trail, and the
Mechanicsburg Boy Scouts have a big camp near the Trail and an elaborate side trail system;
also Mechanicsburg is the site of the Navy’s largest inland supply depot. So I suppose when
Myron dictated Mechanic Falls, and it was the first time his secretary had heard it used in Trail
stuff, she automatically wrote it Mechanicsburg and in reading the letter his eye just glanced over
it, as he is so accustomed to seeing it in both official and Trail correspondence.)
About John Clark: His job now takes him out of the state much of the time. He doesn't have a
chance to write letters. I suppose the increased work slipped up on him but anyhow he took a lot
of commitments and did nothing on them and failed to answer the letters about trail work, etc., so
things got in a bit of a mess. We have now rescued the University of Maine matter, and the
permanent assignment to them of the Blanchard to Moxie section will be announced at the
meeting. Myron is trying on this trip to Maine to convince the [Illegible strike-over] group that
we want their help.
The young man from Monson finally wrote directly to Myron and he then got him started on
work in that area, but he went into the Army before it was finished. The Barren-Chairback trip
went by the board, so on this trip Myron is going in to survey the situation and see what can be
done to save it. And I am going up early and stay an extra week and look after the Moxie Pond
meeting. Then we will get a tool cache set up somewhere so people can get tools, and things will
be in good shape again. Myron is temporarily carrying the work of the Overseer of Trails as well
as President until we locate someone with time, etc., in Maine.
The Lively Lad weeders come from the Lively Lad Manufacturing Co,, Clarksville, Tenn. It used
to be T. J. Stump of Ashland, Tenn., but he has retired and sold the business. I am having an
announcement in the next TRAILWAY NEWS of the new prices. Weeders we use are Ll-7 with
straight blade, $1.65 each in less than 1 doz lots, The Conference has pruning shears available
for sale, as well as some in the tool cache formerly at John Clark's for use.
Again let me say how sorry I am not to see you at Moxie Pond, but I will be seeing you some
time next winter in Lewiston, I know. And also, I must say that you should not feel you are not
helpful, for you are! The things that you are doing for the club and for the trail are the things that
the others can't or won't do. Everything [sic] likes to do the actual trail work; few want to look
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over publicity releases, and get them out, or give the necessary advice which results in
improvement! Myron and I both depend heavily on your interest and assistance in this as in other
connections.
That brings up another point. If anyone has written you to say they will come to the meeting,
please send me a note of the name, etc., or pass the letter on to me, at "Troutdale Camps, The
Forks, Maine." I will arrive there on Thursday, August 17, so that mail will go in with me, and
possibly someone will be out for it on Friday or Saturday also. So just send along anything you
have, if you have anything!
August 13, 1950. Sidney Tappan, York’s Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Your letter dated the 6th of August reached us in camp yesterday. The sign for the Cable bridge
has not arrived yet but probably will come in the next time Junior goes to Millinocket. Thanks
for the sign list for this region. I didn’t have a copy to bring with me. The 1950 edition of the
guide to the Katahdin section of the A.T. in Maine arrived yesterday also.
I have written to Mr. Stanley B. Attwood telling him that Peter and I have cleared the A.T. from
Katahdin Stream to 0.27 miles west of the southern end of the Cable Bridge. We found the trail
from the dryki at the outlet of Grassy Pond toward Katahdin Stream wetter than last year and we
have laid some logs across the more difficult spots. Just beyond the Toll Dam going south the
beaver have thrown a dam across the trail. Here we cut out a lot of alders and laid down some
timbers from the dam so that one can cross the dam with out getting wet feet. At the Toll Dam I
have built a hand rail for more support for the timid souls because so many of the guests in camp
found it a bit of a chore to cross the dam. I have tried to improve the foot way too using such
material as was on hand around the dam. At best it is only a patch work job since the whole
structure is in poor shape. There is talk here that the G.N.P. Co. is going to drive down the
stream next year and that they may repair the dam prior to driving.
I have worked two days on the trail from the junction of the white and blue blazes 0.27 miles
west of the southern end of the Cable Bridge. I have reached the level ground atop the first ridge
south of the West branch and am perhaps about a quarter of a mile beyond the four mile mark on
the trail (A.T. white blazes) to Rainbow Lake. The progress has been slow up the ridge and the
trail ahead will require a good deal of cutting. More maples and beech have grown in in many
places quite a bit. The trail as far as I have gone in now clear and wide like that from York’s to
the West branch. I will continue to work toward Rainbow Lake and will advise you later of any
further progress.
I met Earl Shaffer at the campsite on the West Branch last Sunday. He had come up the trail
from Monson. He was due in Millinocket for a lecture that evening. He was on Katahdin last
Monday. He said that the trail from Rainbow to the West Branch was in fair to good condition
but that section where the St. Regis Paper Co. has been cutting was and is a mess, blazed trees
have been cut down and tree tops left behind to foul the trail. Yesterday two boys (teen age)
came thru from Katahdin Iron Works. They reported the trail in fair shape.
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August 13, 1950. Mary and Jack Woodward, 603 Water St., Peterboro, Ontario, Canada,
to Appalachian Trail Conference. [Hand-written]
Dear Sirs:
We recently tramped along a section of the Appalachian Trail in Maine and were very impressed
with the job you are doing. We would like you to accept our enclosed donation. It must require
no little enthusiasm and much hard work to maintain the Trail and lean-tos, particularly as some
sections are relatively so little-used.
We walked the Trail from the Kennebec River to Maine Highway 17, and although there were a
number of blowdowns in some parts and encroaching new growth in others, the frequent white
paint blazes made it impossible to miss the way. Our only difficulty was near old Maine
Highway 16 where a detour was necessary around the flowage from the Central Maine Power
Company dam on Dead River. However Mrs. Storey at the West Carry Pond Camps told me that
you expect to have the tracks in this area re-located in the near future and we found no difficulty
in picking up the old trail once we had negotiated the flowage.
Though we were dogged by wet weather our too-short trip was very enjoyable. Ontario has a
charm of its own but we miss the mountains of our native New Zealand and greeted the Maine
hills like old friends. We hope time will permit another trip on the Appalachian trail before we
leave this part of the world.
Our best wishes in your work.
August 14, 1950. Lucius Barrows, Chief Engineer, State Highway Commission, Augusta,
Maine, to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
In accordance with your request, I am sending some pictures and data on the Appalachian Trail
cable bridge over Penobscot West Branch. Mr. Avery called here last week and I gave him a set
of pictures, about the same as I am sending you. Enclosed also is a copy of report on the
structure as we found it last fall, also a sketch showing it now, after being repaired.
Material was collected and transported by truck as far as the condition of the roads would permit,
to a point near the confluence of Katahdin Stream with the West Branch, about four miles
downstream from the bridge site. Beyond here, material and equipment were hauled over a
logging road on a sled drawn by a tractor, two trips being required, this part of the transportation
problem being the contribution of the Great Northern Paper Company toward the project. The
tractor driver did a remarkable job in navigating over a very rough and rocky road and landing
the bridge material within a few feet of the north tower. This road can be travelled by "jeep" and
at the time the work was in progress, one party made the trip by this means, transporting a canoe
for fishing in the dead water above the falls. I have been told that there is no better fishing
anywhere along the river than here. If one is travelling on foot and wished only to visit the falls, I
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find it easier to hike the four miles over the logging road from Katahdin Stream than to cover the
three miles over the Trail from York's Camps.
The work began about May 22nd and was completed in three weeks on June 8th, the bridge
becoming available for use on June 7th. The first week was spent mostly in making the logging
road ready for use and transporting materials in to the bridge site. A 45 foot bridge over Katahdin
Stream had to be repaired and a beaver dam had to be removed at another stream. Brush and
poles were cut and placed at soft and wet spots to provide better bearing for tractor and loads.
Eight men went in to do the work and during the first week they lived in tents at Katahdin
Stream. When the road was opened they moved in to the bridge site and occupied buildings
belonging to the log driving association. The weather was good and all the men enjoyed the
experience, the work being of an unusual and difficult nature and in a very unusual location.
Robert M. Vickery of Augusta, Bridge Maintenance Supervisor of the State Highway
Commission, supervised the project. Mark Snow of Sebago and Malcolm Weston were the
foremen on the job in charge of the crew of eight.
All the lumber which went into the work is pressure treated and should last for a considerable
time. The towers supporting the cables appeared to be in fair condition and renewal at this time
was not considered necessary. They are of white pine, hewed to square dimensions at the bridge
site, as were all of the original timbers. The towers were given a coat of white lead paint as
additional insurance against deterioration. Minor repairs were necessary to the stairway to the
bridge floor at the north tower.
A log driving dam was formerly located at this site, some of the remains of which may still be
seen. It went out some years ago, I do not know what year. This is a very good site for the
development of electric power and there is some talk that a power plant may be located here at
some time in the future.
Roy A. Wentzel
Bridge Maintenance Engineer
Copy to: Myron H. Avery, President Appalachian Trail Club, 4531 45th Street, N.W.
Washington 16, D.C.
August 15, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Merle Jordan, 85 Jefferson St., Old Town, Maine.
Dear Mr. Jordan:
1 have just received the copy of your letter to Mr. Avery, mailed August 14. As Mr. Avery is
now in Maine and will not return here before the meeting (which he will not be able to attend), 1
am writing to answer year questions about it.
The meeting is to be at Moxie Pond. To get there one leaves U.S. Route 201 at The Forks, go
east some five miles on a dirt road toward Shirley, and at Moxie Station (or Lake Moxie, called
both), turn south on a narrow dirt road following the old railroad grade. Drive down this some
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eight miles to Mosquito Narrows. There will be a parking place labeled. This is opposite
Troutdale Camps. Some of those attending will stay at Troutdale Camps. Those attending who
are camping (which will probably be the majority) will be at the Campsite at Bear Brook
Landing, a mile down Moxie Pond from Troutdale Camps.
I assume you will he driving from Bangor. I enclose a map so you can select the route you wish
to follow to The Forks, and I have marked in red the route in to Troutdale, and marked the
location of Troutdale Camps and Bear Brook Landing Campsite. If you have your own boat, you
can just park your car and come across. If you do not have it, we will arrange for transportation
across for you. You can inquire when you leave your car.
I assume you will be camping and therefore you will want to go down to Bear Brook. However, I
will probably see you as you cross the Pond and those matters can be then arranged. I assume
you will bring your tent and food, as each party is doing so.
I leave here tomorrow morning and will go through to Moxie Pond, arriving at Troutdale Camps
on Thursday afternoon, so I will be there when you arrive Friday.
I am glad you will be able to come over, and hope to talk over matters with you in considerable
detail, as you were unable to discuss them with Mr. Avery. I think you will enjoy the work trip
and the meeting and meeting some of our people.
August 15, 1950. Sidney Tappan, York’s Twin Pine Camps, to Stanley B. Atwood. [Handwritten]
My dear Mr. Atwood,
The sign to be placed on the northern tower of the Cable Bridge over the West Branch of the
Penobscot River above the Sourdnahunk Falls arrived in good condition this evening. I have
acknowledged the receipt of it in a letter to Mr. A. E. Peterson, 3345 Tennyson St., N.W.
Washington 15 D.C. I will nail it to the tower either tomorrow or the next day.
I have secured two note books to replenish the register cylinder at Baxter Peak since I learned
yesterday that the note book in the cylinder was used up. The report of climbers using the Hunt
Trail is that this route is in good condition except for the litter left by thoughtless climbers.
Since writing to you last I have placed logs across the wet spots beyond the outlet of Grassy
Pond going toward Katahdin Stream. I have built a hand rail over the Toll Dam across the
Sourdnahunk Stream. I have cleared the A.T. (white blazes) south from the West branch to the
level ground on the top of the first ledges beyond the 4th mile stone a quarter of a mile. I have
been told by those whom I have met on the trail that the route from Rainbow Lake via the white
blazed trail is in fair shape. My own observation is that there is a lot of cutting of moose maple
and beech saplings. I have not found any serious blow downs so far. I hope to be able to reach
the five mile mark. Mr. Avery also wanted the blue blazed trail to the north shore of Rainbow
Lake repainted and I will try to accomplish this.
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Hoping that your summer meeting on the A.T. will be well attended, pleasant as well and
resultful and regretting my inability to meet with you…
P.S. The sign was fixed the western part of the north tower with 6 inch spikes. The sign faces
east. This job was done by my son Peter while I climbed Katahdin to change the register. I
climbed by the Hunt Trail and cleared the trail as I went. This trail is in good shape. I cut out the
one blow down there were no more. I cut out a couple of logs lying across the trail on the ground.
The white blazes on both trees and rocks are in good condition and can be followed easily.
The bridge over Katahdin Stream below the falls needs to be repaired. Some of the short cross
logs are missing many of them are in poor condition because of wear and weather. The long log
on the down stream side of the bridge seems to be weakening. It appears to bend more than the
other long log on the upstream side. While I am no engineer I believe that this should be repaired
before any further weakening occurs, since this trail is often travelled by groups of a dozen or
more people. I met one party of twenty today. Perhaps a sign suggesting a maximum safe load
for the bridge would be in order. There is a natural tendency for people to stop on the bridge and
if a large party should congregate near the middle they might over load it with serious results to
both people and bridge.
The short foot bridge just above the clearing where the old trail joins the present A.T. is in very
bad condition but is not too important because the brook is easily crossed by stepping on stones.
The signs at Thoreau Spring are in fair shape but those at the register and at the cairn on Baxter
Peak are in bad shape. New signs are needed here. (These signs are now being made by MATC
member Charles C. Pryor.)
The register cylinder is OK. I brought down the notebook New Series No. 8 which contains some
1207 entries made between June 13th and Aug. 16th this year. I put a new note book in the
cylinder and a new pencil. There was no guide book in the cylinder. The sign on the back of the
4” x 4” post explaining the purpose of the register etc. is hard to read.
The problem of disposal of luncheon litter at Thoreau Spring and at Baxter Peak is acute. Both
spots are unsightly. The water hole at Thoreau sign is not an attractive source of water.
I hope these details will be helpful in your deliberation and that they many reach you in time for
your meeting. No mail went out today but it will go out early tomorrow. In case you wish to
write me I shall be here until Saturday morning 9 A.M. Aug. 26th. After that my address will be
8 Conant Street, Beverly, Massachusetts. [These last two sentences crossed out.]
August 15, 1950. Sidney Tappan to A. E. Patterson, 3345 Tennyson Street, N.W.,
Washington 15, D.C. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
The sign for the northern end of the Cable Bridge over the West Branch of the Penobscot River
above the Sourdnahunk Falls arrived in camp in good conditions this evening. Either tomorrow
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or the day after I will nail it to the tower according to instructions received from Mr. Myron H.
Avery.
P.S. The sign was put up today, the 16th Aug. 1950.
{George, Forward this to Myron when you have read it, envelope enclosed. Pete.}
August 15, 1950. W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Company, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Re: The Appalachian Trail – Mt. Bigelow and Vicinity
Acting on your suggestion, I communicated with Mr. Helon N. Taylor at the St. Joseph Hospital
in Bangor, Maine, regarding the relocation of the Appalachian Trail at Mt. Bigelow and vicinity.
Apparently, Mr. Taylor has made a reconnaissance survey for the relocation and blazed a trail
along a practical route.
Mr. Taylor estimates the cost of contacting the landowners for permission and clearing out a trail
at $100.00.
I have taken up with the management of this company the question of a contribution and find
that it is perfectly willing to appropriate the entire $100.00.
Will you kindly let me know to whom the check should be made payable and I will arrange for
its delivery.
Stanley B. Attwood
Miss Marion Park
Miss Jean Stephenson
Mr. John W. Clark
Helon N. Taylor
Lawson Reeves
Louis Chorzempa

Mr. B.L. Hadley
Wm. F. Sawyer, Jr.
Roy P. Fairfield

August 20, 1950. Jean Stephenson, Troutdale Camps, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I wanted to report on the M.A.T.C. meeting and as it will be long and my handwriting would be
"hard” to read, I borrowed Mrs. McNeil’s portable and repaired it. I am not used to a portable so
there will be lots of errors, but even so it is better than hand-writing!
First, let me say the affair may be considered as a success.
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The Trail was cleared from the firetower to Troutdale Camps, except for three down logs in the
black growth. They are not whole trees blown down, just logs, which can be stepped over or
easily detoured (according to Lawson Reeves). Next, we held the formal meeting and I will
enclose "Minutes" prepared today from my notes. The campsite at Bear Brook Landing was
installed and I have arranged for us to put in the one near Pleasant Pond Mtn. So all the
assignments are cared for or will be completed before I leave.
Now for the rest of it! Friday afternoon it sprinkled. Friday night, it rained. Saturday it was misty
or sprinkled all day. We hear it poured from Bingham south. Saturday about 6 it really started to
rain, and poured all night and up to mid afternoon Sunday.
The total attendance was 7 persons, myself, Hank Childs, Lawson Reeves, his nephew Francis
Reeves, Louis Chorzempa, Merle Jordan and Linwood Rand from the Hi-Y Club! As all agreed,
with considerable amusement, we should report results, both in Trail work and at the meeting,
with the statement that due to the weather the attendance was less than had been expected!
Now for details:
When Camp Winona closed, Hank Childs came up here arriving Wednesday. Thursday morning
the strike was still on so he drove down to Waterville and got me. He was "automobile camping",
and when he came in Wednesday the fire warden George Martin was here and arranged for him
to camp near Mr. Rohr’s old house near the parking space. It was just as well, for the two boys
from Old Town were brought over by their father and did not get in until 10 P.M. so stayed over
there near him that night. Meanwhile Lawson and his nephew arrived, (though being dark we did
not see them) and drove down to opposite Bear Brook Landing, crossed by canoe and camped.
Saturday morning, as no one else came. we went down by boat and then went up the Trail till we
met them clearing, and joined them.
Louis Chorzempa had had to work on the night shift, then drove over, arriving at noon, and came
on and joined us. When the clearing reached the black growth at 2.87 m., about 3 P.M., Hank
and I left and came back to camp. Then others stuck at it until they finished to the tower,_then
returned, to their camp. At 7:45 P. M. Mr. Ricker went down for them by boat, and we held the
“meeting" in the dining room, while they all dried out. At 10:l5, meeting adjourned and he took
them back. As I said, it poured during the night. It stopped at daybreak so they got up and in the
next two hours cleared (a good job) up to camp. Then rain began again, so Lawson’s group
decided to forget Pleasant Pond and call it a day. They packed and got away about 11 A.M.
Meanwhile the boys came up to camp, and I had them dry out in my cabin. About 10 it let up for
a little while and we put on rain things and I went out and showed them about painting (having
meanwhile explained in detail while they were drying out). Merle’s father came for them about
noon, saying that because of the steady rain he realized no work could be done. So all were
pleased that it really had been done.
The three Wilton men and the two boys all did good steady work and you would be entirely
satisfied with the result. They had intended to go back up Sunday and get the three remaining
logs, but in view of the steady down pour decided not to try it.
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The meeting was formally held, with me presiding. I read Sidney Tappan’s two reports on his
section, reported the placing of the sign on the Cable Bridge, reported the completion of the
Cable Bridge, etc. Then we went section by section down the Trail, discussing conditions and
assignments. (I think Lawson finally realized that responsibility for maintenance was the major
problem.) Merle Jordan formally asked for assignment to his group of the Barren-Chairback
Range from Perham’s camps to Cloud Pond and the meeting noted that a recommendation
should be made to you that in view of the interest and evidence of ability to handle it displayed
by him on behalf of his group such an assignment would be desirable. (More on this later.) I
announced the assignment by you, just as you were leaving Washington, of the Blanchard to
Moxie Pond section to the Maine Outing Club.
Louis will attempt to keep after John Clark to see that he goes over his section this year (said he
would offer to join him as an excuse and keep after him to set a date, etc.). I forgot to say that
Louis reported he believed you had completed arrangements for Clair Sawtelle to take Third
West Branch to White Cap, which all thought was fine. Hank outlined a plan he had, for Bodfish
to Monson, in general terms and it was recommended for your consideration both as President
(for policy) and Overseer of Trails as an assignment. (He had given me the details earlier, which
I will give later). Then Louis reported in detail on the Bigelow and beyond, including assignment
of Harry Brook and the work of the firewarden on Old Speck. He also said that he had hopes of
arranging for a group to take Bigelow but had not heard definitely yet. {Told me aside he had
written Mechanic Falls and they were coming here.}
Then they discussed publicity etc. Hank proposed having booths at sportsmens shows. I called on
Lawson on that. Discussion raged! It was finally agreed it would be good, if there was some one
to do the work, etc. It was agreed the two shows that would be worth while would be the Bangor
and the Waterville ones. The general idea was the decision on whether it should be done should
be left to those of us who would have to do the work. Lawson said if a Waterville show was to be
used, he could help but could not take responsibility, etc., and knew of no members near there
now. Merle said that if we decided on something at Bangor let him know and maybe his group
could stir up necessary manpower to handle it. Being doubtful if we wanted to do anything like
that this coming winter I kept it from going beyond the discussion point. All agreed that
maintaining groups and individuals should show more responsibility. Louis will try to see to it in
his area and to keep after John Clark.
Meeting adjourned.
Now for the Blazing Arrow Hi-Y Club: I told Merle Jordan that I felt sure you would concur in
the recommendation of the group, having talked it over with him and watched him work, and that
you would write him and make a formal assignment.
The Club consists of 15 boys, eighteen and nineteen years old. They have either one more (which
is his case) or two more years in High School. He is then going to the University of Maine to
study Civil Engineering. Unless he is drafted he expects to be around Old Town at least five
more years and will continue to work with the group all that time. He says they, expect that the
boys now in it will either keep on with the group after graduating (as senior advisors, etc.) or will
make a separate club. However as that is not sure, they feel the assignment should be made to the
Blazing Arrow, so that it will be a responsibility of a definite continuing group. The letter of
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assignment should be to him as Secretary, with a copy to Mr. Richard Davis, Faculty Advisor,
Blazing Arrow Hi-Y Club, Veazie Street, Old Town.
It seems that Merle Jordan’s father used to work for a lumber company (40-30 years ago) in the
Indian Pond section. Since he was 12 years old, his father took him in the Indian Pond-Benson
Pond area each year, each year taking more boys. Since the age of 15 this group of 12 to 15 boys
have gone in each May for a week camped on Indian Pond (where they have built a permanent
camp) and fished, but have been looking for something else to do. Last year they cleared a ninemile trail in that valley. They have seen the A.T. signs and wanted a part of looking after the A.T.
The St. Regis Camp foreman told them they better get permission first. So Merle talked to the
Faculty Advisor, and he wrote the University of Maine and got the address. He says you can rest
assured they will look after it well. But, except for possibly an odd trip or two they can do little
until next May. Next May they will spend a week, with the 15 boys working on the Trail and get
it and the side trails in shape. Thereafter during the summer they will do whatever is necessary
on week-end trips. And in future years the same. If at any time they cannot carry out their plans
he will let you know immediately, even if it is only a postponement, so at all times you can count
on them-doing-it. He wanted a weeder and I sold him one.
Lawson did not bring the reserve tools as he did not have room in the car. I told Merle that on
assignment of the section to him, we would take up the matter of shears and weeders. The Club
had some we might loan them. He said he thought the boys could buy their own, and would see
what was needed and let us know so they would have them in ample time for next Spring’s work.
He is a good steady trail worker, seems quiet and competent, and I think can be depended on. His
address is 85 Jefferson Street, Old 'Town, Maine.
Now for Hank Child’s idea. He did not hear from John Clark, so had gone no further with his
idea. Your letter came as he was leaving town for Camp. He called the Chapter Chairman who
reminded him that the Executive Committee would not have a meeting until Fall, suggested he
explore, while in Maine, the possibility of the Club sponsoring a short section in Maine by
putting up the money, etc., and then make that recommendation on his return. He talked to me
about it at length on the way up from Waterville. He says that $ 25 a year is what he thinks they
might contribute, that while they might just contribute in general, he thinks it would be on a
more permanent basis, and so did the Chairman, if they were sponsoring a definite section, so it
was something they would have to give up if they didn’t put up the money regularly. He asked
what sections we had been paying to have work done on, and as I knew that Moxie was cared for
and we might get someone for Bigelow, I said one I thought was on that basis was Bodfish to
Monson. He read it up in the GUIDE and thought he could sell the idea. He said they would not
want any real responsibility except to send the check to the Treasurer and then let the M.A.T.C.
Overseer employ the men etc.; said that if we got someone to clear it for nothing, then the $25
could be used elsewhere, but that with the section in the name of the Club they would have
definite responsibility, etc. We left it that if you think it O.K. to try to make such an arrangement.
I will try before October to send him up some pictures, black and white photographs or slides of
something in that area, such as Little Wilson, Bodfish Intervale, Lake Onawa, Boarstone, etc.,
and a marked map and a brief description of interesting features on it. He said not to announce it
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as done, because the Chapter might not agree, but the Chairman seemed to think they would, if
the MA.T.C. thought such a plan would be helpful.
Hank also has another brainstorm, about which I am not so certain, though it has possibilities. He
discussed it at length at the meeting and on the Trail. He would like a closer liaison between the
Junior Maine Guide program and the use of the A.T. Lawson proposed his section as the scene of
their three day camping trip test, but said he thought the whole idea was a matter of policy that
the President better be in on. Hank asked if it was the concensus of the group that it was worth
exploring and that it might be recommended to you for consideration. I was amused at Lawson—
“Well I think Miss Stephenson and Louis will both agree with me that it’s something for Myron
to look into, not for us here to go into.” I will give you the details when I see you. As a long
range plan, I see no objection to it, and it might do some good.
You would have been amused at the attitude of Lawson and Louis about John Clark. Louis’ faith
in human nature is sadly shattered. He said John had solemnly sworn that he had intended to
handle the trip, he had said he would, that they could forget it, that he would be here, etc. Then
they had a card from him from Plattsburg, N.Y., last Monday saying that if he could get back to
Maine he would be here--and he wasn’t! So they guessed I was right! Lawson said John Clark
had said he would keep the Bear Brook Campsite signs and bring them; that then he hadn’t
realized he planned more than he performed, and anyway you couldn't take them out of his hands
if he didn’t want to give them up. But would I write Mrs. Clark and ask her to send them to me
immediately so they could be put up while I was here! I think maybe the rumpus was worthwhile,
for both Lawson and Louis realized he had gone beyond his own job. Incidentally, Lawson
explained in detail why his party couldn't come. Mrs. Reeves was sick, Mrs. Chorzempa cut her
foot and can't walk, the three men are working on the extra shift at the mill, etc. I must say they
sure worked to get it all done anyway.
I just realized how long this letter is getting, and know you will be getting exasperated at having
to read it so will stop.
I want to say first, however, that last Wednesday the local fire warden, George Martin came over
and got Mr. Ricker and they with another man went down and cleared the dri-ki—away, made a
rough fireplace and cleared the field, and put up signs for Bear Brook Landing Campsite. (The
sign is the cardboard printed one saying “Lunchground” not the board one saying approved
campsite etc.) The afternoon I got here, Mr. Hutton drove in on the other shore and telephoned
over to ask Mrs. McNiel if Mr. Martin had been in and done it and whether everything was all
right.
Mr. Ricker suggested that if the strike is on and we have to go out for Sadye, while someone
drives to Waterville for her I could meet Mr. Martin and go with him while the Pleasant Pond
one is selected and fixed. So if that day suits Mr. Martin, etc., we will probably do that.
I hope you had a successful trip on the Barren-Chairback Range. I enclose the letters from
Sidney Tappan.
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{Louis said it was pouring so when he came through that area that he is not surprised neither the
Mechanic Falls nor Lewiston people showed up—in spite of having said they would be there.
And he will write Mr. Curtis about the Bigelow assignment they were to discuss while here (if he
had come).}
August 23, 1950. Sidney Tappan, York’s Twin Pine Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Three days from now you expect to be at Rainbow Lake, and since mail will go out tonight, this
will be my last opportunity to report concerning my trail work. Since arriving at York’s, the 4th
of August, I have written twice to Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, and once to you. My first letter to Mr.
Attwood was addressed to Lewiston, Maine, while the second to mailed [sic] to Troutdale Camps,
The Forks, Maine. My letter to you was addressed to Rainbow Lake Camps, Greenville, Maine. I
am sending this by way of Kokadjo.
While I assume that you have received the information contained in some of these letters, if not
in all of them I have no way of being certain of this. So perhaps I had better retell the whole story
of my stewardship to date.
1. The white blazed A.T. from Baxter Peak to a point on the level ground on top of the first ridge
south of the West Branch (beyond the 4 mile stone) has been traversed and cleared.
2. The blue blazed trail from its junction with the white blazed A.T., 0.27 miles west of the south
end of the Cable Bridge, has been repainted clear thru to the north ferry landing on Rainbow
Lake. As you know from last year the 2 miles from the junction to Horse Race Brook along the
Sourdnahunk Deadwater is almost completely grown in, and it requires constant attention to
insure one’s keeping to the trail. I have traversed the trail several times in previous years, and six
this year, and I have to be alert very minute or I find myself off of it. From Horse Race Brook to
the north ferry, 2.5 miles, is relatively very much better, but that is far from being even fair
condition. However, it has been freshly painted, and is passable if one keeps his eyes open and
exercises caution.
3. The note book at Baxter Peak was full (Aug. 15th) and as I did not receive extra note books
from Marion Park until after this, I secured a note book carried it to the top and brought down the
full one. This has been forwarded to Washington.
4. The sign for the Cable Bridge was received in good condition and was affixed to the north
tower in accordance with your instruction.
5. The beavers have been and are active north of the dryki at the outlet from Grassy Pond, and
south of the Toll Dam. In both places we have put down logs to improve the trail crossing these
spots. However these two spots are decidedly substandard despite our efforts.
6. The Toll Dam is in a sorrowful shape and I did what I could with what material I could
salvage to strengthen the footway and to provide a hand rail. The result is but patch work and of
limited usefulness.
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7. The condition of the foot bridge over the gorge below Katahdin Stream Falls is in need of
major reconstruction. The long log on the down stream side should be replaced and many of the
short cross logs should be renewed. This job is obviously one for a crew of men working under
competent supervision.
8. The bridge over brook on Hunt Trail 4 miles from York’s and just above junction of the old
Hunt Trail with present A.T. is practically gone, however, this is not too important because the
brook can be crossed quite easily by stepping on stones.
9. The signs of Baxter Peak both at register and at the summit cairn are badly weathered as you
know.
10. The disposal of luncheon litter, etc. at Thoreau Spring and at Baxter Peak presents a real
problem.
11. The trail up Sentinel is in good condition, as is the trail up Doubletop, and up the north slide
of O.J.I. The Abol trail is in good shape too. I have traveled them this year.
I trust that you find this information helpful, and that I have accomplished some of your
objectives in a manner satisfactory to you. Only two days remain of our vacation so I do not plan
to do any more trail work this year. I mowed the grass along the trail from camp to the Toll Dam
this morning. It took a quart and a half of blue paint to do the 4.5 miles to the North Ferry on
Rainbow.
I think that the view from the big boulder just off the blue blaze trail overlooking Woodman
Pond is one of the finest. Looking toward Katahdin one sees South Brother, Coe, O.J.I., Barren,
the North West Plateau, Hunt Spur, Pamola, Baxter Peak, South Peak, Abol Slide. In the
opposite direction is Saddleback and a bit of Rainbow Lake.
I should give credit to my son, Peter, who helped me from Katahdin Stream to the junction of the
white and blue blazed trails to Rainbow Lake. He took some photographs of the Cable Bridge.
He and Leland Goodrich put up the sign the day that I climbed Katahdin to change the register.
We will leave York’s Saturday 9 A.M. so my address will be 8 Conant St., Beverly, Mass.
thereafter.
August 23, 1950. E. L. York, Junior, Twin Pine Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
It was good to hear from you. I haven’t done much letter writing either.
We should have plenty of room for you. It’s been a bad season. We’ve done better than most
camps so can’t complaint too much.
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For news:
1) Jean and I have 2 sons now. Named him Anthony. That’s one name that’s scarce in the York
family.
2) Got caught the other day and had to climb the mountain. 1st time since ’42.
Dyer cleared and marked Doubletop and Roosevelt (Sentinel) mountains. He (Dyer) goes into
Wassataquoik with Ron Gower for two weeks on Monday.
Hunt Trail is in good shape.
They’re building a driving camp at the site of the old camps at the West Branch Se, our end of
the Swing Bridge.
Kennebec cleared part of the trail from here toward the West branch.
Goodrich climbed mountains and picked blueberries most of the time. So it’s all left for you.
Will look forward to seeing you in September.
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Division of Distribution U, S. Geological Survey,
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Sirs:
I have noticed from the July, 1950 “New Publications of the Geological Survey” the appearance
of the Cornwall Quadrangle. I wish to ask that you forward copies to the following:
Mr. Myron H. Avery
4531 – 45th Street, N.W.
Washington 16, D.C.

- Two copies

Mr. Seymour Smith
Watertown, Connecticut

- One copy

Mr. Harold G. Pierpont
Chairman, Trails Committee
Connecticut Chapter
Appalachian Mountain Club
3172 East Main Street
Waterbury, Connecticut

- One copy

Mr. Murray H. Stevens
3804 Graystone Ave.
Riverdale, New York City 63
New York

- One copy
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Mr. Ned K. Anderson
Sherman, P.0. Gaylordsville
Connecticut

- One copy

I also wish to request that a copy of the shaded edition of the Old Speck Quadrangle be sent to
{Roy E. Cushing, North Newry, Maine}
These maps should be charged to the Appalachian Trail Conference quota.
I shall very much appreciate your courtesy in forwarding these maps as requested.
cc:
Seymour R. Smith
Miss Jean Stephenson
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Merle Jordan, Old Town, Maine.
Dear Mr. Jordan:
I am sorry that I could not make contact with you when I passed through Bangor on August 18th.
I do not know what developed from your expected trip to Moxie Pond but our plan would be for
your group to assume maintenance of a part of the Barren-Chairback Range. I have in mind the
first five miles from Long Pond. It is a rather rugged section but I should expect that your group
would want an area which would test out their camping ability and their exploring skill.
I wish you would let me know if there is any chance of your going in for a week-end this fall so
that I can write you directions. When you reach Katahdin Iron Works you have to get permission
from Mrs. Sara Green to go through the gate. You can only drive cars five miles in. If you were
going to go in with quite a group and camp you would want to write her in advance and make
arrangements to hire a jeep and carry in your camping equipment. I would tell you where you
would want to camp, which would be in an old lumber yard, about three-fourths of a mile up the
Trail beyond Long Pond. Your first trip would be, I think, on the order of getting acquainted with
the country.
If you would not be able to get in there this fall, we could count on meeting in Bangor when I
could take the Guidebook and maps and explain the country to you. I understand that you have a
copy of the Guidebook and, in studying it, you will get some idea of the terrain. This country has
a lot of advantages but it is rugged and requires care and preparation in getting in.
The rates at the Chairback Mountain Camps are only $6.00 per day and for a short trip it might
be cheaper and more satisfactory than trying to camp. The address of the proprietor is:
Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Brownville Junction, Maine.
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, Norcross, Maine.
Dear Jasper:
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I began to think that my trip to the Maine woods would go by the board and as it is I will have
very little time. We could not come in without seeing you.
The present plans of Mr. Seymour Smith, who was with me last year, and myself are to arrive on
September 9th. We will probably have to go on the 11th.
I have not heard anything from you about the two days’ work on Joe Mary Mountain Trail. Since
you wrote that business is bad, probably you have had a chance to do the work. If you want to do
it, we would like to have it done before Mr. Smith and I get there.
Copy to: Mr. Seymour R. Smith, Watertown, Connecticut
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Clinton E. Boyington, Antlers Camps, Lower Joe Mary
Lake, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Boyington:
I wrote you earlier that I expected to come through on the Trail to Joe Mary. My present plans
are to arrive from Nahmakanta on Thursday, the 7th of September. Mr. Seymour R. Smith of
Watertown, Connecticut, will be with me.
Our time is limited and we will probably have to leave on the 9th. I imagine that you will have
plenty of space on that date but if there is any difficulty, will you leave word for me at Rainbow?
We are looking forward to seeing you and Mrs. Boyington again.
Copy to Mr. Seymour R. Smith
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid, any delay.)
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to F. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Schoppe:
I have been very late in making arrangements for my usual Maine trip and, as you can imagine,
there is difficulty in getting away. I now plan to be at Rainbow on the 31st of August. We expect
to finish the Trail work around there so as to walk down to Nahmakanta on the morning of
September 4th. We expect to be there through the 6th.
I assume that at this time of the year you will have ample space for Mr. Seymour Smith
(Watertown, Connecticut) and myself. You will recall that he was with me last year.
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We will telephone you from Rainbow Lake but, if the line is out of order, this will serve to let
you know our plans.
If there is any difficulty, please leave word for me at Rainbow so that I can be governed
accordingly.
I hope that we will have the sign, which you wanted made, ready to put up.
Copy to Mr. Seymour R. Smith
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. H. W. Richards, Proprietor Rainbow Lake Camps,
Millinocket, Maine. Air Mail.
Dear Mr. Richards:
I wrote you earlier in the year as to my plans to be in Rainbow with a Mr. Seymour Smith of
Watertown, Connecticut. I have been unable to make definite arrangements earlier but I now
have tickets to arrive at Millinocket on the morning train on August 31st. I am writing the
Millinocket Flying Service to obtain plane transportation in to Rainbow Lake.
Mr. Smith and I expect to spend about four days working on the Trail.
I assume that there will be no trouble about accommodations for the two of us for a four-day
period but, since it is close to Labor Day, I am asking if you will send me a note in the enclosed
air-mail envelope to the effect that you will have space and are expecting us on August 31st.
I am looking forward to visiting Rainbow Lake under your management.
Enclosure - Air-mail envelope for reply
Copy sent by regular mail
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
Copy sent to Mr. Seymour R. Smith
August 24, 1950. Air Mail. Myron Avery to Mr. Reginald Crawford, Taxi Service,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Crawford:
I am arriving with another man at Millinocket on the morning train, on the 31st of August. I
wanted to make arrangements to [sic] into Millinocket Lake. I thought I would write you and ask
if you would have one of your cars meet us.
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I have written to Mr. Lagassey of the Millinocket Lake Flying Service to arrange for a plane for
flying in.
I am enclosing an addressed envelope, which I wish you would use to let me know that you will
arrange to have someone, take us in to the Lake.
Enclosure - stamped envelope
Copy by regular mail
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Millinocket lake Flying Service, Millinocket, Maine,
Attention Mr. E. Lagassey.
Dear Sirs:
Mr. Seymour R, Smith of Watertown, Connecticut, and I will arrive in Millinocket on the
morning of August 31st. We want to fly in to Rainbow Lake Camps. I have written Mr.
Crawford about getting transportation from the railroad to Millinocket Lake where you base your
plane.
I would like to make definite arrangements to get to Rainbow Lake as early as possible on the
morning of the 31st. 1 am enclosing an addressed, stamped envelope for your use in letting me
know that you can take us in from Millinocket Lake.
Since I have heard nothing from my inquiry, I assume that you had no luck in locating the carton
of paint which we mailed to Rainbow.
Enclosure - stamped envelope
Copy sent by regular mail
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Omar Sawyer, Manager of Woodlands, Hollingsworth &
Whitney Company, Waterville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
You will recall our previous correspondence in connection with the operations of the
Hollingsworth and Whitney Company.
Previously, you have sent us maps showing the new lumber roads in these operations.
I understand that your present operations are on the Shanty Range and to the north of the road
which leads to abandoned Camp No. 3. We are revising our White Cap map to have it available
next year. Accordingly, I am writing to ask if you would have somebody check over the insert,
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indicate where the road goes which you are now working and the location of the Camps from
which the cut is being made. I know of the Camps on Logan Brook.
We shall very much appreciate your assistance in this connection.
Enclosure: Map
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Seaplane Base, Brewer, Maine. {Charter Seaplane
Service, 984 North Main St.}
Dear Sirs:
I understand that you have plane service operating out of Bangor to the Maine lakes and that you
have made trips into Perhams Long Pond Camps at the east end of Long Pond near Katahdin
Iron Works.
Another man and I plan to leave Perhams around September the 13th and, to save a day’s travel,
we are investigating the possibility of coming by your plane from Long Pond to Bangor and take
the train to Boston.
What time would we have to leave Long Pond to get the train which arrives at Boston in the
morning?
I would also appreciate being advised as to the rate per person for the trip from Long Pond to
Brewer. For your convenience in replying, I am enclosing an air-mail addressed envelope.
Enclosure - Self-addressed return envelope
Copy sent by regular mail
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Railway Express Agency, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
On August 18, 1950, I shipped to myself to Millinocket, Maine, a hiking pack, marked "Please
Hold".
I expect to be in Millinocket on the morning train of August 31st and will pick up the pack,
which was sent prepaid, at that time.
I have thought it advisable to write lest there be any difficulty in attempting to deliver the pack at
Millinocket.
If the pack has not arrived, I would ask that you send me, collect, a telegram to the address given
below, and institute tracer proceedings from Milo, since I will need the pack on the 31st of
August.
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August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Francis Haley, Mountain View Camps, Kittery, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haley:
I am writing to tell you that I found the blue-blazed side trail so absolutely overgrown and
difficult that we are forced to abandon it. It is a mass of sprouts and blowdowns all the way and
it is just impossible to clear it. I blacked out the blazes at the upper end and corrected the sign.
I wish you would take down the sign at your Camps and, if it is not too much trouble, to cover
the starting blue blazes with black paint to obliterate the Trail.
We have another difficulty. The combination of lumbering, blowdowns and dead birch makes
Fourth Mountain and Barren too difficult for travel. We are detouring the Appalachian Trail via
the Seaboard Tote-road. It will come down Perhams blue-blazed trail to where it heads the Toteroad. I expect to change the paint blazes in the middle of September.
I did want you to know of the change in the Trail situation.
I am glad to have seen you at the Camps and hope that matters will soon go much better for you.
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Seymour R. Smith. Watertown, Connecticut.
Dear Seymour:
I found today on my return to Washington your note of August 22nd and I am glad to know that
the revised plans are in order. Everything else here continues to be favorable and I am hoping for
no last-minute obstacles.
I have purchased my ticket on the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad for Millinocket for August
30th at 10:30 p.m., daylight. I assume that you have done the same but, on the chance that there
might be some difficulty, I have held in my name for two hours before train time a reservation to
Millinocket. If you are in Boston before I am you can take up the reservation if there is any
necessity for doing so.
I will send you carbons of the letters which I am writing to sporting camps which will serve as an
address. You are correct in inferring that, because of the developments on the Barren-Chairback
Range, Long Pond would be the place to send clothing for going home. The address is:
Earl-W. Perham
Long: Pond Camps
Brownville Junction, Maine
I have in mind that we would use the Seaplane Service for getting back to Bangor as it would
save a day in travel.
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I am asking if the master map-maker is not equally effective as a sign painter? We will have
several changes on signs in the Barren-Chairback area. Could you include, with your clothing for
Long Pond, a small can of black paint and a brush so that we could make corrections in the field?
Do not plead that that would be too inartistic! It would help greatly.
I understand that your saw is sufficient to care for the logs south of Nahmakanta Lake which I
am anxious to take out.
I have a ticket on the plane leaving Washington for Boston at 4:45 p.m., standard, August 30th. I
will see you at North Station but we will be able to get on board independently. We should have
a lunch and get breakfast on the train.
The Cornwall Quadrangle is a development which the Survey had not apprised me of. I am
writing the customary letters.
Miss Stephan is working on the New England Guide. It is a laborious task. She has in mind to
return to you all the data, such as Section 5 and the Introduction, and any other stuff which you
have asked be returned. She will also bear in mind to change any reference to the Milton
Quadrangle to Cornwall.
I think that this covers matters. I am looking forward to a leisurely trip and we will do only that
which we feel like accomplishing.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid delay.)
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Clarence W. Nottage, Associate Topography Engineer, U.
S. Geological Survey, Greenville, Maine. AIR MAIL.
Dear Mr. Nottage:
It has been a matter of regret to me that I was unable to reply immediately to your detailed and
most cooperative letter of August 12, 1950.
I was in the Long Pond area longer than I anticipated and, thereafter, I was obliged to go to
Lubec. I have just returned to Washington. I trust that the time interval will not cause any
inconvenience or additional labor. I found that some of your party left Perhams Camps the day
before my arrival.
I anticipate going back to the woods on the first of September and being at Rainbow,
Nahmakanta, Joe Mary (Antlers) and Buck Horn Camps and then flying over to Perhams. If any
change should bring me to Greenville, I would welcome the opportunity to discuss the situation
with you.
We have greatly appreciated the continuing cooperation of the Geological Survey which was
manifested by your letter.
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To deal with the several aspects of the inquiries of your letter of August 12th:
1. Relocation on White Brook area: I confirm to you that I did accomplish the proposed
relocation. The Trail now continues all the way down the Firewarden’s Trail to the Pleasant
River Road where it turns west. I paint blazed this relocation and changed the board signs. I
eliminated the marking on both ends of the Hay Brook section. I did not traverse it completely
but understand that its condition is very bad. I presume that you would show it as an unmarked
trail.
2. Gulf Hagas Trails: I regret that I could not have done the remarking and signs in Gulf Hagas
before your party traversed the area. I repainted from The Hermitage to Main Jaws;
approximately one-half the route. I expect on my return to Perhams to complete the painting. The
painting and the numerous signs to viewpoints and side trails would have made the trail system
there much easier to follow. The Side spurs, with the exception of the most easterly one
(Hammond Street Pitch), would have been too insignificant to have indicated on the map. I
repainted the spur down Screw Auger Falls with its three spurs to viewpoints. The trail across
from the Gulf to the north shore of Long Pond already appears on your map so there is no
question on that. You are quite right that the Gulf Hagas Trail requires work. We hope to
accomplish this shortly. Beyond the head of the Gulf to little Lyford there is apparently little
travel, although I was told that the Camp proprietor may have to clear it for his telephone line.
3. Barren-Chairback Range: I am sorry that I could not have communicated to you earlier our
decision as to the necessity for a major change in route of the A. T. in that area. The combination
of lumbering, bushes, blowdowns, and the dead birch make Fourth and Barren Mountains
impassable. One can find his way through white blazes on the dead birches but the combination
of obstacles makes the route too difficult. Consequently, with regret, we are by-passing Fourth
and Barren Mountains. When I return to Perhams, we shall detour the route down from the sag
between Third and Fourth Mountains along the blue-blazed trail and utilize the Tote-road
running past the Camps on the south shore of Long Pond past Mink Brook Camps into the
present Appalachian Trail. This will be marked by white paint blazes and measured. The Toteroad appears on your present maps so it would be a matter of my indicating which was used for
the Appalachian Trail.
Undoubtedly, by this time, you have been on the Barren-Chairback Range and fully appreciate
the tremendous problem involved and have perhaps wondered how we expect to make this
suitable for travel.
The loss of this section, which was originally a magnificent stretch of unbroken conifers. is a real
tragedy. To make it worse, there are some uncut sections which we wish to keep in the trail route.
The Sebec Quadrangle shows sufficiently accurately the former Appalachian Trail on Fourth and
Barren Mountains and I would like to see the trail appear on the sheet for use if we get sufficient
manpower to cope with the problems and reopen the former route.
From White Cap to Rainbow Lake all of the trails and side trails are adequately marked. They
were all cleared last year. Since there are no changes, I do not anticipate any problems in this
connection.
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If I do not make contact with you, you may find it advisable to send someone back to Long Pond
for a day to trace out the connection between the Blue Trail and the Tote-road, which becomes
very well worn at the old lumber camps on the south shore of Long Pond. The mile nearest the
mountain on this Tote-road is more overgrown.
I have noticed The Appalachian Trail also appears on the Greenville sheet in its course from little
Wilson Campground toward Moxie Bald. This was all cleared last year and this year and, while I
could not be absolutely positive as to which was the Appalachian Trail at the eastern end of the
Greenville sheet in the vicinity of its crossing of Little Wilson Stream, I presume there is no
problem in this connection.
Again expressing my regret that I could not have gotten to you earlier word as to the changes
which have been forced on us on the Barren-Chairback Range,…
Copy to:

Mr. D. H, Watson
Miss Jean Stephenson
Copy sent by regular mail

P. S. In re-reading your letter to ascertain whether I had covered all points, I find myself much
mystified in the reference to the blue-blazed trail going to North Pond. I cannot recall the Pond
and do not know of any such blue-blazed branch. The Gulf Hagas Trail system is very exactly
described in the Chapter on Gulf Hagas in the MAINE GUIDE, which you have. That may serve
to clarify the situation.
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
I have returned to Washington for a few days prior to going back on my Maine work trip.
We are obliged to detour the Trail on the Barren-Chairback Range, which I will tell you about
later. In the interval, I am writing you as to a problem. I have to leave a wheel in Maine after
measuring this detour. The next job will be remeasuring the detour around the Bigelow flowage
to bring it in to some recognizable point on the old Trail. When I leave Milo I would like to send
the wheel to you.
I have done most of these remeasuring jobs myself but, with your energy and, since we have a
money appropriation from the Central, Maine Power Company for the Trail work, you may
decide to remeasure the Trail and write rough Trail description.
I am sending you the Guidebook Manual which tells you how to adjust the meter. These meters
are very precious since there is only one left in existence. I doubt if I can make it until this fall,
or perhaps not at all, by reason of spending so much time in Maine. So, if you could do it, it
might put us ahead of the game in that we could revise the Guidebook, the sign list and be ready
for the 1951 Supplement.
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You would start at zero on the road at Bog Brook. You would put in each mile marker and write
Trail data along the way we have written it. Somewhere on Little Bigelow you would come into
a spot which would show in the Guidebook or as a mile marker. Then we would know the
distance by which the new Trail is longer than the old.
Eventually someone would have to go over the entire section, painting out the old mile markers
and putting in the new. That could wait for another year. The important thing is to know the
distance from the road to some definite point on the old route.
If you decide to do the whole job, we would send you separate pages of Trail data, for every
point which is measured the old data would have to be corrected according to the new
description.
I will be away from here before you can reply but I am going ahead on the theory that you will
not object to my sending the wheel to you, which will occur around the middle of September. If
you have any specific directions with respect to the matter, you can send me a note in care of
Earl W. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Brownville Junction, Maine.
{Sending Cushman the new U.S.G.S. Old Speck Quadrangle which you have.}
August 24, 1950. Myron Avery to William Hilton, General Manager, Great Northern Paper
Co., 5 State Street, Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hilton:
I am writing in connection with my call at your office on August 16th and our discussion of the
proposed ski trail development on Mt. Sugarloaf as far as it might adversely affect the
Appalachian Trail route.
I am enclosing a copy of the U. S. Geological Survey Stratton Quadrangle, which will show the
precise route of the Trail from Bigelow Village for five miles to the summit of Mt. Sugarloaf. I
am also sending under separate cover a copy of the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
IN MAINE, which covers the route of the Trail across the state of Maine. This copy includes the
recently issued Katahdin Reprint.
On behalf of the Appalachian Trail Conference I requested that any permission given or lease
executed provide that the ski trail development not Interfere with or impair the Appalachian Trail
route. The Appalachian Trail Conference is very appreciative of your statement that such a
condition would be imposed in any permission given or lease executed in connection with the ski
trail enthusiasts.
The Appalachian Trail in Maine represents a very considerable investment of money and labor
and our concern is to avoid its deterioration through any effort to utilize it as a ski route, such as
occurred on Mt. Bigelow.
Copy to: Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. Louis Chorzempa
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Note: This communication is to be treated as confidential. It should afford us
ample protection. I will explain all the circumstances when I see the Maine officers during the
fall for an informal session.
In view of what we have by reason of Mr. Hilton's commitment, there is no action to be taken by
anyone at this time in this connection. I wanted to advise you so that no one would think it
necessary to do anything at this time, but I do not want it to get abroad the Great Northern Paper
Company's commitment.
Enclosure: U.S.G.S. Stratton Quadrangle
Under Separate cover Maine Guide, Publications Nos. 5 and 17
August 25, 1950. MEMORANDUM FOR MISS SADIE GILLER from Myron Avery.
On your return from Maine, will you please send, at your earliest convenience, to Louis
Chorzempa, Box 64, Dryden, Maine, a copy of the Trail data for the Mt. Bigelow section
(Section 17, North to South)?
I do not know how much is involved in the way of change or correction but if you can find an
extra copy you may wish to send it on to Mr. Chorzempa in order to keep the second copy of the
master Guidebook intact.
I have sent Mr. Chorzempa some extra sheets of Sections 19 through 24. They are not brought up
to date but by reference to his GUIDE he can make the necessary corrections so as to have the
sheets for field use.
Copy to Mr. Louis Chorzempa
August 25, 1950. Myron Avery to W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Co.,
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Getchell:
I have received your letter of August 15, 1950.
We appreciate the action which you have taken in the matter of the relocation of The
Appalachian Trail on Mt. Bigelow.
In view of Mr. Taylor’s advices that the Trail can be cleared at a cost of $100.00, I am
suggesting that you send the check, made payable to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., to
our Treasurer, Miss Marion H. Park, 1228 Eye Street, N. W., Washington 5, D.C. I will take
steps to communicate with Mr. Taylor in connection with the completion of the work.
We wish that you would express to the officials of the Central Maine Power Company our
appreciation of their action in this connection. We shall see to it that the Company’s response is
publicized in our Conference publication, Appalachian Trailway News.
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Copies to: Miss Marion Park Mr. Helon N. Taylor, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. Louis Chorzempa,
Mr. Lawson Reeves
Miss Park: Please take any necessary action as outlined in this letter. M.H.A.
August 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
Dear Helon:
I have returned to Washington after trying to do something with the Barren-Chairback Range. I
had placed it as No. 1 on our agenda this year, What I saw indicated that the situation was even
worse than we had expected and I am returning to put through a route which detours Fourth and
Barren Mountains. Perhaps some day we can go back on the top but the present situation would
bring unending criticism upon us.
I am enclosing a copy of a letter from the Central Maine Power Company. Since you estimated
that the trail could be cleared at a cost of $100.00, this will not be any news to you. I have
thought that the best procedure would be to have the Central Maine Power Company draw the
check to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which can pass the funds on to you.
I shall be away for the first two weeks in September and, to advance matters, I am writing at this
time. I assume from what you have already written and what you told the Central Maine Power
Company that you have had in mind arranging to have the trail cleared if the money was in hand.
I would like to accomplish this as soon as possible and I am leaving the matter that Miss Park
will send on the $100.00 to you when you send her a note that I have correctly interpreted the
situation and that you can hire the labor and oversee the job. I know your situation with respect
to your foot and do not want to load any tasks on you but, in view of the short time that I am here,
I am going ahead and avoiding delay by assuming that this practice is in order.
It goes without saying that if there should be any opportunity, it would be of great help to have
some clearing done on the section between the Little Bigelow and the East Peak.
I had always hoped that we could do something to eliminate the loss of elevation between the
East Peak and Little Bigelow and to find a route more easy to maintain. Apparently, this is out of
the picture.
As soon as you send word to Miss Park, she will forward the money to you so that you will have
the cash in hand. Her address is:
Miss Marion H. Park
1228 Eye Street, N. W.
Washington 5 D. C.
Enclosures—
Copy to Miss Marion Park {and all other MATC Members}
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August 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Mary and Jack Woodward, 603 Water Street, Petersboro,
Ont., Canada.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Woodward:
Your letter of August 13, 1950, addressed to the Appalachian Trail Conference, has been
referred to me in my dual capacity as Chairman of the Trail Conference and President of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
The contribution of $10.00 will be of material help to us in connection with work on The
Appalachian Trail in Maine. However, of even more value to us is your expression of enthusiasm.
I take it that you had access to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE and to our
publication, Appalachian Trailwav News, so that you are cognizant of the difficulties which we
have experienced in restoring the Trail in Maine to its prewar condition. The toll of the war years
was heavy. I could wish that you had seen this route when it was at its best in 1940.
Our problems around Bigelow have been solved. The route has been blazed and the Central
Maine Power Company has made a donation of an amount estimated to be sufficient to complete
the task. Unfortunately, the Trail on Bigelow, which was cleared last year, was not recleared in
sufficient time for your trip.
I thought it would be of interest to you to have some of our literature which may not have come
to your attention. So I have sent to you under separate cover a prospectus with respect to the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, our Publications Nos. 5 and 17.
If the threatening situation does not preclude, we will hope that next year will see the Trail in
Maine once more in a superb condition.
Note for Miss Park and Miss Giller:
Please, between you, take steps to have this $10.00 made payable to the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club. M. H. A.
August 26, 1950. Myron Avery to Merle Linwood Jordan, Secretary, Blazing Arrow HI-Y
Club, 85 Jefferson Street, Old Town, Maine.
Dear Mr. Jordan:
On my return to Washington, after my trip to the Barren-Chairback Range, in view of the
unfortunate failure to make contact with your group, I wrote, asking whether it seemed probable
that any representatives of the group would be able to visit the Barren-Chairback area. This letter
was written with the thought of determining the matter of the affiliation of the Club with the
Conference.
I have now received the report of the informal meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at
Moxie Pond, which serves to answer my inquiries and greatly advances the matter. We regret
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that weather conditions and other difficulties restricted attendance at the meeting. We do feel that,
apart from the contribution of your Club in the way of trail labor, it was very much worthwhile
in indoctrinating the Club.
This brings us to the matter of the formal affiliation of the Blazing Arrow HI-Y Club.
In my capacity as Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference and as President of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, there is now formally assigned to the Blazing Arrow HI-Y Club for
maintenance the section on the Barren-Chairback Range. You requested specifically the section
from Chairback Mountain Camps to Cloud Pond. My earlier letter indicated that serious
difficulties, due to lumbering and dead birch, had made the traverse of Fourth and Barren
Mountains so extremely laborious and uncertain that the only solution to the problem was to
detour a part of the Trail along the north slope of Fourth and Barren Mountains. If you will
examine the Guidebook and the map, you will note that, at a point 6.65 m. from Perhams Camps
(Section 9), a blue-blazed side trail leads back to Long Pond Camps. In this distance, the Trail
has skirted East Chairback Pond, crossed Columbus Mountain where the timber is uncut and has
crossed Third Mountain with an outstanding view. A side trail leads one-half mile to Chairback
Mountain, which is also uncut with extraordinary views. There is an approved public campsite in
the sag on The Appalachian Trail between Chairback and Columbus.
The relocation will follow the blue-blazed side trail down to the Seaboard Tote-road, which will
be used to the point where the Tote-road comes in to The Appalachian Trail.
My examination of the Barren-Chairback region indicated that this detour was absolutely
necessary to make the Trail in Maine usable as a unit. I had arranged to return to Long Pond to
accomplish this work about September 13th. Developments here have postponed my trip but I
now anticipate arriving there about September 20th with Mr. Seymour Smith of Watertown,
Connecticut, and doing the necessary work to white blaze the route. If there is any prospect that
you could come in to Long Pond for a couple of days, advise me and I would advise you by
telegram a day or two before exactly when I would be at Long Pond.
There will be no maintenance on the detour except for the most eastern mile on the Tote-road.
Under these circumstances, since you originally intended to assume maintenance as far as Long
Pond, we are formally assigning to you the entire section to Bodfish Farm. It would only be a
matter of going over the Tote-road once a year to clear out any windfalls. All the work will be
concentrated close to Long Pond.
Miss Stephenson has written me of your very extensive familiarity with this area through your
camping at Indian Pond and your trail clearing in that vicinity. That simplifies matters greatly for
I had thought that you were unfamiliar with the area.
Since most of the travel for the season is over, it would be in order to make plans to do your
clearing early in 1951. I want to urge, however, that you make every effort to take a week-end
this fall to go to Long Pond and cover the terrain. In that way you will have an adequate idea of
what needs be done.
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As far as tools are concerned, there is a full supply at Perhams Camps. I have given instructions
that you can use them. There are seven pruning shears and four weeders and one small ax. For
1951, you would not give any attention to the painting. This means that your Club would not
have to carry in any tools. Of course, you would leave the tools oiled and cared for when you
leave the Camps. There is one point about the new-style pruning shears--the handles are weak
and flexible. We will use them until they break. There is at Perhams a supply of new, stronger
handles, clips and double bolts. So, if any pruning shears are broken, you can replace them with
the new handles.
Now, in order to make this letter finally cover all matters, I am going to tell you about Trail
conditions. From Long Pond, for l.8 m., going south, the Trail is the route to East Chairback
Pond. Since this gets a good deal of use from fishermen and camping guests, we concentrate on
clearing the remainder. The next mile and a half to the sag is overgrown in some places but is
readily traversible. Next comes three-quarters of a mile of uncut virgin timber on Columbus
Mountain. The next mile is lumbered but the growth has come back sufficiently high so that
there is a fair walkway, although narrow. This was well cleared in 1947. I did some work this
year and six man-hours would make this portion readily passable.
As you will see from the Guidebook, the first 4.8 m. ends at the tractor road, close to West
Chairback Pond. The tractor road is the easiest way on to the mountain. It is unmarked but is
described in the Guidebook and by board signs. This means that this section could be worked
from either end.
The next section is over Third Mountain. It is only two miles long and half of it is uncut.
Unfortunately, the lumbered section is very badly in need of cutting out since it has not been
worked over as well as the portion to the north, I would recommend that any work be done on
this portion between the West Chairback Pond Road and the blue-blazed trail.
My recommendation is that your group concentrate on getting out the small bushes and opening
a walkway. There are just too many down logs to bother with now. Little by little, your group
could cut out some of the worst blowdowns. As more of the birch trees come down the marking
will be less clear. You will see when you study what I have written with a map that this makes
all your work within a small area. You will find the old Seaboard Campground about a mile from
Long Pond on The Appalachian Trail an excellent base for camping. I have written about the
difficulty of getting supplies in. As I see it, it would be a matter of hiring Mrs. Green's jeep to
take your supplies to Long Pond. It would be a very tough trip for the boys to carry in camping
equipment from the point (five miles from Katahdin Iron Works) where the automobile
transportation ends.
Now about the Barren-Chairback Range. The trail was cleared this year from Long Pond Stream
to Dore's Side Trail. That trail has been obliterated by lumbering and this year I blacked it out.
The south side of Fourth Mountain is a magnificent uncut forest. What ruined the picture is the
stretch between the top of Fourth Mountain and the blue side trail to the north. You can travel it
easily since the marks are high on the dead birches. When the birches come down the down
timber and bushes would make it impossible to follow the route through the lumbered section.
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I have two ideas. One is that between the head of Perhams blue-blazed trail and the uncut timber
on Fourth Mountain one might be able to find a new trail on the east side of the BarrenChairback Range in the uncut timber. The other is that if your group had time after doing regular
maintenance work it could keep cutting away at the original route and in half a dozen years, if
the growth came back, there would be a tunnel there for there would be no other place to travel
except on the Trail route. Thus, it may be possible in time to restore the Trail to the Top.
This is a long letter but I wanted to tell you enough so that your group could swing into action
independently. It will be necessary to schedule a good work trip as early as possible in 1951. The
major part of the work should be between the tractor road to West Chairback Pond and the blueblazed trail to the south.
I do, however, most strongly recommend that you make an exploratory trip this fall so that you
will know exactly the conditions you will encounter. This will mean that your work trip next
spring will be far more successful and efficient.
Miss Stephenson has written very enthusiastically as to the energy, vigor and accomplishments
of your organization. The terrain here will give you an excellent testing ground. It is “he-man”
country and most interesting and rewarding. The work will not be too strenuous. Once you get
organized you may be able to salvage the entire Trail on the crest of the ridge.
You may already have the map but I am sending you the U. S. Geological Survey Sebec
Quadrangle. In another year the Geological Survey should have finished the Sebec Lake
Quadrangle, which covers the Barren-Chairback Range but our own map is very accurate except
for the Tote-road going in to West Chairback Pond, which is later than the map.
In any event, we shall consider that we have made formal arrangements for the Blazing Arrow
HI-Y Club to get underway between Long Pond and Bodfish Farm.
Please write me if there is any chance that you can get in while I am at Long Pond on the 20th of
September. Apart from that, I urge you to do everything possible to take the exploring trip this
fall.
If there is anything which is not clear, I assume you will let me know.
Copy to:

Mr. Richard Davis, Faculty Advisor, Blazing Arrow HI-Y Club, Veazey Street,
Old Town, Maine
Miss Jean Stephenson
Editor, Appalachian Trailwav News
1228 Eye Street, N, W. (Conard Apts.)
Washington 5, D. C.

August 26, 1950. From Myron Avery.
MEMORANDUM TO OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB,
INC.
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I have thought that all of you would be interested in the detailed report as to repair of the Cable
Bridge. I am, therefore, circulating the Bridge Maintenance Engineer's letter of August 14, 1950.
To make this worthwhile, it will be necessary to ask each addressee to immediately forward the
letter to the next individual on the list.
Miss Marion Park, Washington, D. C.
Seymour R. Smith, Watertown, Connecticut
Sidney N. Tappan, 8 Conant Street, Beverly, Massachusetts
Stanley B. Attwood, Box I65, Lewiston, Maine
Louis Chorzempa, Box 64, Dryden, Maine
Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine
Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine
Wm. F. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Ben L. Hadley, Bar Harbor, Maine
Murray H. Stevens, 3804 Graystone Ave., New York City 63, New York
Myron H. Avery, 4531 – 45th Street, N. W., Washington 16, D. C.
Miss Jean Stephenson, 1228 Eye street, N. W., Washington 5, D. C.
{A memo on the Moxie Pond meeting will be sent out in due course.}
August 26, 1950. Myron Avery to
H. W. Richards, Proprietor, Rainbow Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Mr, Jasper L. Haynes Proprietor Buck Horn Camps Norcross, Maine
Mr. F. H. Schoppe, Proprietor, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Mr, Earl W. Perham Proprietor Long Pond Camps Brownville Junction, Maine
Mr. Clinton E. Boyington, Proprietor, Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Mr. E. J. LaGassey, Millinocket Lake Flying Service Millinocket, Maine
Mr. Reginald Crawford Taxi Service Millinocket, Maine
I wrote you, by air mail, on August 24th, advising you as to when Mr. Smith and I would arrive
at your camps.
By reason of emergency developments here, I am unable to leave Washington on August 30th.
I expect to be able to leave exactly one week later, that is, September the 6th, and arrive at
Millinocket on the morning of September the 7th, with Mr. Smith.
Accordingly, all arrangements are put ahead exactly one. week. If the situation involves any
further delay, I will notify you.
Copy to

Mr. Seymour R. Smith, Watertown, Conn.
Miss Jean Stephenson, Moxie Pond Camps, The Forks, Maine.
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Note for Mr. Crawford: This means that you would meet us on the morning of Thursday,
September the 7th.
Note for Mr. LaGassey: This means that we would fly in to Rainbow on the morning of the 7th.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature to avoid any delay.)
August 26, 1950. Myron Avery to Henry E. Childs, 335 Pleasant St. Rumford, Rhode
Island.
Dear Hank:
I have returned to Washington and I am dealing with the matters which fall to me as the result of
the meeting at Troutdale Camps. Your unexpected attendance at the Moxie Pond meeting calls
back to mind when you acted as official greeter at Katahdin in 1939. While the storm wrecked
the attendance, I feel a good deal was accomplished.
There are two points where you are, apparently, primarily concerned:
(1) Trail Maintenance: If you desire, I will write officially to the Chairman of the Narraganset
Chapter, or leave it for you to handle informally. My suggestion is that the Chapter assume
responsibility for the section between Bodfish Farm, Monson and Blanchard. By studying the
Guidebook, you will see that not too much terrain is involved. This is the one section in Maine
where we have been able to employ local labor. Since I come from the State, I know all the
difficulties but I think we have come fairly close to getting a good return. We have paid these
boys from Monson 60 cents an hour. They have furnished their own transportation. A car is very
necessary to work this section of the Trail. The last remaining worker, Edward Simpson, has
permanent employment but a Gerald Holmbom, Box 35, Monson, Maine, has written about work.
This year Anderson (now in the Army) and Simpson put in 40 hours each on the Bodfish FarmMonson section. (Most of the work is through a lumbered section, close to Little Wilson Falls.)
There are only two or three miles of woods which is in fair shape in the Monson - Blanchard
section.
0n the Monson - Blanchard section, Anderson and Simpson put in 12-1/2 hours each.
Next comes the unit of the University of Maine Outing Club.
I think that, unless war conditions change matters, we would have an excellent chance of picking
up enough local labor to keep these units in fair shape. I am in full agreement that the group’s
responsibility would be limited to making a contribution to the Overseer of Trails who would
have the responsibility of hiring the labor and trying to get something done.
In 1949 both sections were intensively cleared. Less was required this year. Twenty-Five Dollars
is probably cutting it too close but it is a workable start. Nothing needs to be done this year. I
would like, however, to be able to announce the formal assumption of maintenance with the idea
that the Chapter’s contribution is money, only.
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The second point of interest to you is the matter of the Junior Guide Program.
I am much interested in this. It comes down to the question of mechanics. Is the situation such
that the requirements could be amplified to provide for an overnight independent trip on the A.T.,
or even Trail work as a requirement for the program?
It would be splendid if this could be worked in with a definitely scheduled summer meeting of
the Trail Club. The difficulty is in having the assurance that somebody can take over the
management. My own situation becomes the more uncertain each year and I am unable to make
any long-range commitments.
I would be glad to advocate a date for the summer meeting which would coincide with the end of
your activities at Camp Winona if you were prepared to take the responsibility for being present
and supervising any trail activities of the Junior Guides.
My thought on the second aspect is extremely vague. I am setting forth the possibilities as they
occur to me. Perhaps you can translate them into something specific. The essential to me is that
some one person would be positively available to do what is required.
I trust that what I have written will be sufficient to permit these matters to go forward and unless
I hear from you to the contrary I will assume that, in due course, you will have the matters up
with the powers that be in the Narraganset Chapter and that something definite will be
forthcoming. It will help if you will send a copy to Miss Stephenson so that she may include
word as to any progress in Trailway News.
Copy to: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park, Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Mr. Lawson Reeves,
Mr. Stanley B. Attwood
August 26, 1950. From Myron Avery
MEMORANDUM TO THE MEMBERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CLUB, INC.
I have thought that it would be of interest to members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.,
to be advised of the results of the meeting scheduled on The Appalachian Trail at Moxie Pond
for August, 1950.
The meeting was arranged for a two-fold purpose. The first was to accomplish necessary clearing
on the west slope of Moxie Pond. The second was to afford an opportunity to indoctrinate newly
affiliated trail maintaining groups with Appalachian Trail practices.
At the Maine Appalachian Trail Club meeting in April, 1950, responsibility for the arrangements
for this meeting was assigned to Overseer of Trails John W. Clark. Unfortunately, Mr. Clark's
business situation has necessitated a relinquishment of his assignments and duties.
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The storm, which visited New England the week-end of the meeting, undoubtedly restricted
attendance. However, considerable progress was made as is set forth in the following report of
the minutes of the informal meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club on August 19, 1950:
MINUTES OF INFORMAL MEETING OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
HELD AT TROUTDALE CAMPS, AUGUST 19, 1950.
In the absence of the President and Secretary, the Chairman of the Committee on Arrangements,
Miss Jean Stephenson, presided.
Present: Lawson Reeves, Director; Louis Chorzempa, Assistant Overseer of Trails; Jean
Stephenson, Publicity Director; Henry E. Childs; Francis Reeves of the Wilton Outing Club and
Merle Jordan and Linwood Rand of the Blazing Arrow Hi-Y Club.
The Chairman announced the publication of the new edition of the KATAHDIN SECTION of
the GUIDE, and displayed a copy. Attention was particularly called to the new Katahdin map.
She reported that mounted copies had been furnished to the Publicity Bureau and Millinocket
Chamber of Commerce, as well as Baxter State Park and certain sporting camps, and that many
orders were being received as a result of this.
She also announced the reprinting by the Appalachian Trail Conference of the KATAHDIN
BIBLIOGRAPHY and displayed a copy. This publication was of much interest to those present.
The book of publicity clippings was then displayed and passed around for examination. It was
suggested that if the Blazing Arrow was assigned a section, either a news story or an item for the
Pine Cone might be based on it.
Mr. Childs suggested having booths at the Sportsmens Shows, detailing his experience. Mr.
Reeves reported at length on his experience with the show at Rumford. He felt it was definitely
helpful but considerable work. There was discussion of the entire subject. The conclusion
reached was that the shows at Waterville and Bangor were probably practicable and would be of
value but that they would entail considerable work and some slight expense. The Chairman
suggested the matter be held over for future consideration.
Mr. Childs then reported on the Junior Maine Guide program, and asked whether it would be
desirable to work on, on a long-range basis, some cooperation with the project. He volunteered to
serve as liaison if it was decided desirable. It was felt this was a matter of policy for the President
and executive committee to decide.
The report of M.A.T.C. member Sidney Tappan was read. His report included the placing of the
sign on the Cable Bridge.
Trail assignments and conditions were then discussed, section by section, reports being made by
Miss Stephenson, Mr. Reeves and Mr. Chorzempa, in accordance with information they had.
Merle Jordan, of the Blazing Arrow Hi-Y Club stated that he had applied to the President, Mr.
Avery, for the assignment of a section to his organization for maintenance, that the section which
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might be assigned to his organization was from the Chairback Mountain Camps to Cloud Pond
and that he would appreciate a favorable report to the President on his indoctrination at this
meeting, so that such an assignment might be made. It was agreed that such a recommendation
would be made.
Miss Stephenson reported that the Maine Outing Club had been assigned the section from
Blanchard to Moxie Pond.
Mr. Childs suggested that a summer meeting date two weeks earlier would be more convenient
for many persons. It was agreed that it might be most desirable to have a week set aside for a
work-trip meeting, with emphasis on a week-end meeting, with ample notice as to the date and
members urged to plan their vacations to take in some part of the week, but for the date there was
no decision as to the best time, some agreeing to early August, others thinking the week before
Labor Day was best. It was recommended that the President give this matter consideration and
arrange for a date for next year, as well as determining a suitable place.
Mr. Reeves reported that present plans of the Ski Club are to widen the A. T. on Sugarloaf for ski
use, that it would utterly ruin the Trail. He said the Amos Winters of Kingfield was the moving
spirit, that M.A.T.C. Member John Clark was on the Ski Council and might be able to stop it but
he (Mr. Reeves) felt it would be unwise to depend on this and was sure the group would be glad
to know that the President, Myron Avery, was aware of the danger and had said he would see
what could be done in the matter.
Mr. Chorzempa reported that the President, Mr. Avery, had completed arrangements with the
Central Maine Power Company to clear the new Trail on Bigelow, which had been located by
Helon Taylor and which he had recently blazed.
It was agreed that more use of the Trail in Maine was desirable but that the important thing from
the standpoint of the Club was to have responsible maintaining organizations and individuals and
that attention should be directed toward this end.
Mr. Reeves and Mr. Childs both expressed the view that in spite of the small attendance, which
was no doubt due to the extremely bad weather (which would lead anyone to believe it would be
impossible to do any worthwhile trail work), the results indicated the plan of holding a combined
summer meeting and work trip was most advantageous.
There being no further business, the meeting then adjourned.
/Signed/
Jean Stephenson Secretary pro tem
Supplementing the data set forth in the minutes, considerable progress has been made in
restoring the Trail in Maine to its pre-war condition. The Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge was
repaired by the Maine Highway Department and restored to use on June 7th. A complete new
bridge structure (except the towers and steel) was installed. The details will appear in the
September, 1950, issue of Appalachian Trailway News.
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The Central Maine Power Company has contributed to the Club the amount which Director
Helon N. Taylor estimated would be required to have the relocation at Mt. Bigelow
accomplished by a local trail crew. This work should be completed this fall.
The Trail on the south slope of White Cap was relocated to avoid maintenance problems at Hay
Brook.
The combination of lumbering, down timber and dead birch, resulting from the bronze birch
borer, has produced the situation where the Trail on the south end of the Barren-Chairback
Range has become too difficult for travel. Accordingly, from the west end of Third Mountain the
route is being detoured along the north slope of Fourth and Barren Mountains.
The President has taken action in connection with the assignment for Trail maintenance, as set
forth in the minutes of the meeting.
Considerable progress has been made in adding to the maintaining groups for the Trail in Maine.
The new assignments are :
University of Maine Outing Club
Blazing Arrow - HI-Y Club
Harry Brook, Ocean Park

- Blanchard to Moxie Pond
- Long Pond to Bodfish Farm
- Grafton Notch to Old Speck

Arrangements are being made for another assignment:
Narraganset Chapter, A.M.C.

- Bodfish Farm to Blanchard

There still remain sections of Trail in eastern Maine where sponsors are urgently needed.
There are attached to this report, since they cover many matters of interest, the communications
of August 7th and 15th, 1950, respectively, from M.A.T.C. Member Sidney N, Tappan.
The plan of an '’in-city” meeting of the Club, before the hiking season opens, will be followed in
1951. It is anticipated that the date will be April 29, 1951. An announcement will be sent forth in
due course. At this time, consideration will be given to the matter of having a summer meeting at
a suitable locality on the Trail and at a time which will be more convenient to Club members.
The usual SUPPLEMENT to the MAINE GUIDE will be issued in 1951. Copies will be sent to
all Club members.
There is enclosed herewith a folder, prepared by Publicity Director Jean Stephenson, outlining
the activities of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
Club Members will be very much Interested to know that M.A.T.C. Director Helon N. Taylor of
Eustis, Maine, has been appointed Supervisor of Baxter State Park. Mr. Taylor has assumed his
duties as Supervisor. His address is: Box 488, Millinocket, Maine. His headquarters are at Togue
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Pond. His many acquaintances in the area wish him well in his new undertaking. The former
Baxter State Park Supervisor Harold J. Dyer has become Director of State Parks, Augusta, Maine.
I am not prolonging this report except to say that, generally, the Trail in Maine will have been
recleared this year except for the section between Moxie Pond and the east base of Mt. Bigelow
in western Maine. In the east half the uncleared portion will be from White Cap Mountain to
Yoke Ponds. The Club's plans for 1951 should concentrate on these areas.
Enclosures:
Report of Sidney N. Tappan, dated August 7, 1950. [See original, above]
Report of Sidney N. Tappan, dated August 15, 1950.
Folder on Maine Appalachian Trail Club
ENCLOSURE 2
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Stanley B. Attwood, Secretary
My dear Mr. Atwood,
The sign to be placed on the northern tower of the Cable Bridge over the West Branch of the
Penobscot River above the Sourdnahunk Falls arrived in good condition this evening. I have
acknowledged the receipt of it in a letter to Mr. A. E. Peterson, 3345 Tennyson St., N.W.
Washington 15 D.C. I will nail it to the tower either tomorrow or the next day.
I have secured two note books to replenish the register cylinder at Baxter Peak since I learned
yesterday that the note book in the cylinder was used up. The report of climbers using the Hunt
Trail is that this route is in good condition except for the litter left by thoughtless climbers.
Since writing to you last I have placed logs across the wet spots beyond the outlet of Grassy
Pond going toward Katahdin Stream. I have built a hand rail over the Toll Dam across the
Sourdnahunk Stream. I have cleared the A.T. (white blazes) south from the West Branch to the
level ground on the top of the first ledges beyond the 4th mile stone a quarter of a mile. I have
been told by those whom I have met on the trail that the route from Rainbow Lake via the white
blazed trail is in fair shape. My own observation is that there is a lot of cutting of moose maple
and beech saplings. I have not found any serious blow downs so far. I hope to be able to reach
the five mile mark. Mr. Avery also wanted the blue blazed trail to the north shore of Rainbow
Lake repainted and I will try to accomplish this.
Hoping that your summer meeting on the A.T. will be well attended, pleasant as well and
resultful and regretting my inability to meet with you…
P.S. The sign was fixed the western part of the north tower with 6 inch spikes. The sign faces
east. This job was done by my son Peter while I climbed Katahdin to change the register. I
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climbed by the Hunt Trail and cleared the trail as I went. This trail is in good shape. I cut out the
one blow down there were no more. I cut out a couple of logs lying across the trail on the ground.
The white blazes on both trees and rocks are in good condition and can be followed easily.
The bridge over Katahdin Stream below the falls needs to be repaired. Some of the short cross
logs are missing many of them are in poor condition because of wear and weather. The long log
on the down stream side of the bridge seems to be weakening. It appears to bend more than the
other long log on the upstream side. While I am no engineer I believe that this should be repaired
before any further weakening occurs.
Since this trail is often travelled by groups of a dozen or more people; I met one party of twenty
today--perhaps a sign suggesting a maximum safe load for the bridge would be in order. There is
a natural tendency for people to stop on the bridge and if a large party should congregate near the
middle they might over load it with serious results to both people and bridge.
The short foot bridge just above the clearing where the old trail joins the present A.T. is in very
bad condition but is not too important because the brook is easily crossed by stepping on stones.
The signs at Thoreau Spring are in fair shape but those at the register and at the cairn on Baxter
Peak are in bad shape. New signs are needed here. (These signs are now being made by MATC
member Charles C. Pryor.
The register cylinder is OK. I brought down the notebook--New Series No. 8--which contains
some 1207 entries made between June 13th and Aug. 16th this year. I put a new note book in the
cylinder and a new pencil. There was no guide book in the cylinder. The sign on the back of the
4” x 4” post explaining the purpose of the register etc. is hard to read.
The problem of disposal of luncheon litter at Thoreau Spring and at Baxter Peak is acute. Both
spots are unsightly. The water hole at Thoreau sign is not an attractive source of water.
I hope these details will be helpful in your deliberation and that they many reach you in time for
your meeting.
August 26, 1950. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Stan:
I have returned to Washington after being in Maine for several days doing some work on the
Barren-Chairback Range and I am attempting to move on accumulated matters.
Miss Stephenson has sent me a detailed account of what happened at the Moxie Pond meeting
which, despite all the difficulties and handicaps, represents progress. I am planning to distribute
her report of the meeting, with some comment, to all M.A.T.C. members. In the meantime, I am
caring for all the matters which grew out of the meeting.
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Miss Stephenson has acquainted me with her correspondence with you over the point of my
letters about assigning the Mechanic Falls Scout Troop to Mt. Bigelow. Incidentally, the use of
the word Mechanicsburg" grows out of the Trail association with that locality in southern
Pennsylvania. From your correspondence with Miss Stephenson, It seems that you were troubled
over the lack of tools for this group to work with. I want to try to move matters on by caring for
this problem, so I move over from my chair as President of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to
that of Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference. That individual, with his infinite lack of
wisdom, has decided that if this group formally takes over a portion of Mt. Bigelow, in keeping
with Louis Chorzempa's correspondence, that the Conference will subsidize the venture by
making a nonrepayable loan of a cache of six new-type pruning shears. (Somewhere, we should
be able to buy half a dozen weeders.) If this will solve the problem, they can consider the tools
cared for.
To avoid delay while I am gone, I am setting up the following mechanics: If you will drop a note
to Dr. J, Frank Schairer, 2801 Upton Avenue, N. W., Washington, D.C., he will arrange to get
from my house, during my absence, a box with half a dozen shears and send it, express prepaid,
as you direct.
I want to explain the situation about the handles. There was a mistake in design but they are
usable. We have obtained (and Schairer will include with the package) stronger replacement
handles, with clips and double bolts. Your workers could use the original handles and replace
them as they break.
I am most anxious to see the energies of this group used on Mt. Bigelow. If you find there is no
alternative, we will go a step farther. Miss Marion Park (1228 Eye Street, N. W. Conard Apts.,
Washington 5, D. C.), on a note from you, will forward half a dozen lively Lad Weeders and pay
for them out of the M.A.T.C. treasury.
1 am including an extra copy of this letter, which you can send on, if you desire.
This leaves the matter with you for action as you conclude best.
One of these days I shall hope to have an opportunity to talk with you, leisurely, about matters
other than the Trail in Maine.
With renewed thanks for your interest and most helpful suggestions, …
Copies to: Dr. J. Frank Schairer, Miss Marion Park, Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Mr. Lawson Reeves,
Miss Jean Stephenson
August 27, 1950. Myron Avery to Miss Edith Curtis, Secretary, Maine Outing Club,
University of Maine, Orono, Maine.
My dear Miss Curtis:
Miss Stephenson has forwarded to me your letter of August 4, 1950.
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Acting in my capacity as Conference Chairman and President of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, I am glad, indeed, to confirm the formal assignment to the Maine Outing Club of the
section of Appalachian Trail between Blanchard and Moxie Pond. This is interesting terrain.
1 think that your woodsmen’s group, whose program I have recently noticed, will find in here
sufficient opportunity for its talents.
The matter of our correspondence in this connection has had a rather curious history. I wrote the
President of the Outing Club in much detail on receiving an urgent request last fall. Mr. Clark
was in communication with Mr. Fairfield. Our thought, of course, was the necessity for
indoctrinating the group in the standard Appalachian Trail practices. Fortunately, the Trail was
intensively cleared by the Forest Service in 1949 and repainted at its east end. The clearing
through the fire-killed section on the west slope this year and the painting by Miss Stephenson
and Miss Giller will produce the result that the Club takes over a section which is already up to
standard.
There will still be involved the matter of familiarizing your officers with trail practices. I hope
that this can be worked out through Professor Roy P. Fairfield of the Bates College Outing Club
showing the Trail Conference slides and reels to your group and going into the matter of tools,
etc.
A matter which will require particular attention is the fire-killed section on the west slope. To
make the Trail thoroughly passable necessitates mowing. Since this would need be done in midsummer and would not coincide with the College season, it presents something of a problem.
Unfortunately, the lean-to on Moxie Bald burned. Your Woodsmen's group might be interested
in rebuilding it.
We greatly appreciate your interest and activity. I think that our major concern will be to make
sure that, during the winter, contact is made so that future clearing trips will be conducted to
maximum advantage.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Professor Fairfield, whom I have asked to make contact with
your Club and see that what is required is arranged.
I think that this places the matter in a position where it can be carried forward but if you have
inquiries on any aspects of the matter, I shall look forward to hearing from you.
It may well be that on some occasion when I am en route to my house at Lubec, Maine, I can
make arrangements to stop at Bangor and we can discuss these matters of mutual interest.
Copy to

Professor Roy F. Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Miss Jean Stephenson, Editor, Trailway News, 1228 Eye Street, N.W.,
Washington, 5, D.C.
Mr. Louis Chorzempa
Mr. Lawson Reeves
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Miss Marion Park
August 27, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. Roger Holt, Manager, Newport Flying Service, Inc.
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Holt:
I have noticed, with interest, your Advertisement in the August, 1950, issue of "Sportsmen's
Guide". I see that you are operating Camps on Hurd Lake. I assume that these are the former
Hanna Camps on Hurd Pond where, I think, Clinton Boyington was former caretaker.
In connection with our publication "Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine", we recently
issued a new two-color map entitled "Katahdin to East Branch of Pleasant River". I am enclosing
two copies. We were never able to get very accurate information on the Trails around Hurd Pond.
If you are in the area, I presume that it would be very easy for you to make corrections on one of
these maps and return it to us so that we could have the country correctly indicated on the next
edition.
We hope that you will be disposed to check over this area and return one copy of the map to us.
Enclosures:
2 copies of Map No. 4
1 copy of Map No. 3
August 27, 1950. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle, 103 Beach Street, Saco, Maine.
Dear Clair:
Our last correspondence left the matter of your possibly taking over a section on the north slope
of White Cap in abeyance pending the developments in your personal situation. I presume that
these have now materialized and you are now definitely located.
I thought I should write you about the matter of the Trail tools since we left it on the basis that
you would get from John Clark what you required. The cache has been removed and is
temporarily in the possession of Lawson Reeves (Box 49, Dryden, Maine). He has the new style
pruning shears. We are adding weeders to the cache. So, in the event that you get underway, it
would be necessary to obtain what you need in the way of tools from Reeves. I suppose you
would want a couple of shears and two weeders. The handles on the shears, by mistake, in design,
are tapered. We are using them but have obtained stronger replacement handles with extra clips
and bolts so you would obtain from Reeves the extra handles, nuts and clips to correspond with
the shears taken.
I do hope that you will be able to make at least one trip into the area. There is one bad clump of
blowdowns just a half mile east of Third West Branch Pond which would require ex-work.
We will expect to hear from you as your plans progress.
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cc: Mr. Lawson Reeves
August 27, 1950. Myron Avery to Division of Distribution U. S. Geological Survey
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Sirs:
Kindly send to me, at the address indicated below, two Sebec, Maine, Quadrangles.
These should be charged to The Appalachian Trail Conference quota.
August 29, 1950. John S. Craig, Down East Air Service. 554 North Main Street, Brewer,
Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:We have your letter of the 24th. The price is eleven dollars ($11.00) per person for the trip from
Long Pond to Brewer.
To arrive in Boston in the morning it would be necessary to take a train either at 2:50 a.m.,
arriving in Boston at 8:45, or at ll:10 p.m. the previous night, arriving in Boston at 6:55 a.m. To
connect with either of these trains it would be advisable to leave Long Pond around 4:30 p.m. to
get here before dark and then wait for the train you desire.
Awaiting the pleasure of serving you.
August 30, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Mr. Floyd Flagg, Buckfield, Maine.
Dear Mr. Flagg:
I am writing you at the suggestion of Helon Taylor in regards to your helping us maintain a short
section of the Appalachian Trail on Bigelow Mountain. As you no doubt know, Helon has been
transferred to Baxter State Park. He said that he had talked with you earlier in the summer and
that you thought that you could give one or two week-ends time next summer. What we have in
mind now is to divide this mountain in two and have one group maintain one side and another
group maintain the other side. In this way no one would be over worked. Then there is a side trail
of about six miles that is unassigned.
Since the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is to have an informal meeting sometime this fall,
somewhere in Western Maine, we would like to know before then what you can do. Will you
please drop me a card and let me know what is your pleasure.
August, 1950. Trail Reports
TRAIL REPORTS
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Section 8
North to South
WEST BRANCH PONDS TO LONG POND
I. PAINT: (M.H.A.)
From 8.86 m. to 11.83 m., N to S (new data) August 12th and 13th. First coat on new route
(original A.T.).
II. A. T. MARKERS:
Installed where repainted – 8.86 m. to 11.83 m.
III. MILE MARKERS:
Put in 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 (11 and 12 on birch trees); watch those on Perham’s road; eliminated
old 11, 12 and 13. {Strengthen 12}
IV. TRAIL DATA:
Rewritten for changed route; 14.84 m. compared 13.34 m.—change added 1.5 m.
VI. BOARD SIGNS:
Shifted Hay Brook to Brown Field, making temporary corrections. Need new signs at Brown
Field and at 12.45 m. turn (2).
VII. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
Forest Service trail overgrown; telephone line not cleared this year.
VIII. CAMPSITE:
Installed White Brook site on grass flat; fireplace in brook; blue-blazed to fireplace and rough
latrine – spiked seat. Sign here had “Yoke Pond Campsite – 8.5 m.”. Crossed out “Yoke Pond”.
Needs more clearing with shears.
NEEDED WORK:
1. Repaint to White Cap – blazes sparse beyond 8.86 m.
2. More clearing at White Brook Campsite.
3. Signs; new ones Brown Field (2) – 97 and 98 – White brook Campsite – 96. Two at 12.45 turn
(101 and 102). Add one for Bridge – 99.
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TRAIL REPORT
GULF HAGAS
Painted in August, 1950 (M.H.A.) from A.T. west to Main Jaws (2.5 m.). Much green showing;
very poor condition. All numerous side trails worked out; marked by double blazes and two
viewpoint signs (each direction). Beyond ¼ m., paint is blue and fair.
SCREW AUGER FALLS
Signs 103 (2) good; 104 and 105 (old wording) very good. Installed new 107. Nos. 113, 115 and
116 are very good. No. 117 to 119 not seen. Installed 24 viewpoints. (At west end, viewpoints
reversed; need to be corrected.)
Billings Falls installed too far east at a similar appearing fall.
Condition of Trail:
Pleasant River Road horribly bushed and down trees. Gulf Hagas Trail much worn; surprising
condition. Western ½ m. is worst.
Needed work:
1. Complete all painting west from Main Jaws on Gulf Hagas.
2. Paint trail from north shore of Long Pond.
3. Paint Gulf Hagas Road north of Trail.
4. Change Billings Falls sign (second sign at Perham’s).
5. Install 2 sets new viewpoint signs at west end, particularly where trail leaves river at base of
Billings Falls.
6. Replace 2 reversed viewpoints (signs at Perham’s).
7. Blue blaze side trail to base of Billings Falls.
8. Put 2 Main Jaws signs at west two of the four spurs. (Move one and use sign at Perham’s.)
***
Gulf Hagas – U.S.G.S. elevation: 915 ft. at Screw Auger Falls; 1,072 ft. at east end of Gulf
Hagas Trail and Pleasant River Road; 1,172 ft. at west end of Trail and Road; 879 ft. at
Hammond St. Pitch Junction.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 9
LONG POND TO BODFISH FARM
TRAIL CONDITION
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CHAIRBACK POND TO PERHAM’S SIDE TRAIL
Condition: Terrific. Overgrown. 2 down and broken spruce and fallen birch. Intensively marked.
No lumbering since 1947. Requires much work from Chairback Road to Third Mountain. Verybad in lumbered section at base of Third Mountain.
Signs: Installed 134 (earlier version). (Early version of 132 in place; omit 133.) Installed 135,
136 (2), 137 and 139 (Reeves).
Installed 139, 140 and 141 (Reeves).
Installed 129 (Prior incised); 128 and 130 (Reeves).
Corrected 120 from "13.34” to "14.84 m.”.
121, 122 and 123 (re-nailed to tree). 124, 125 and 126 and 127 O.K.
Need 132 (West Chairback sign) illegible; other half (separate) too small.
Need 145 (Cloud Pond).
Condition Perham’s Side Trail.
1. Paint: Very good.
2. Condition: Densely grown first l/2 m. from Camp (3 bad blocking logs). Clear in woods in
middle; lower tote-road clear of bushes; double-blazed turn at 0.9 m. Top bad; much down birch
and needs clearing where starts down. New signs on birch post in rocks at head of trail. Data
checked.
3. Work: Clear lower ½ m. and top.
West Chairback Pond Trail:
Perhams had this and East Chairback mowed in 1948. Ingrown raspberry bushes and alders.
Campground not mowed. Need sign 132. (Tractor road overgrown at 50 ft. from A.T.) Checked
data.
Check report of proposed Draper Corporation operations.
Dore’s Side Trail: (Green (Large) Blazes)
Upper ½ m. cut-over practically all the way. Heavily overgrown. Put up sign on tote-road and
top.
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Wrote on sign that camps and trail closed. Blacked out top blazes. Leave signs intact.
Dore’s Side Trail to Perham’s:
Slash 50 yds. west and 200 yds. east on A.T.
South side of Fourth uncut and in superb condition. North side of Fourth cut close to top. A.T.
used as haul road. Terrific slash. Previous cutting heavily grown down logs. Followed by blazes
on birch. Ghost forest. Fourth to side trail impassable. Have to find detour—use tote-road.
September 1, 1950.

MEMORANDUM NO. 10

MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICERS AND BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE:
Board Members will recall that Earl V. Shaffer prepared for the Conference a resume of his 1948
trek. His observations were of great help in appraising the over-all condition of the Trail.
Recently, Mr. Shaffer, in connection with magazine articles which he is preparing, returned to
the southern end of the Trail to obtain additional photographs and to see localities where weather
conditions had precluded observations to the extent that he desired. Again cooperating with the
Conference, he has written a detailed letter of his observations on this trip. This is attached
(Enclosure l).
Mr. Shaffer also promised to prepare a similar letter on the northern portion of his trip. This has
been received and is attached (Enclosure 2).
In this connection, I wish to emphasize that Mr. Shaffer has written these letters, which involve
considerable time and labor, at our request and for the sole purpose of assisting the Conference
in affording the benefits of the observations of a very experienced Trail traveler. Mr. Shaffer is
engaged in preparing material for publication. I am sure that all who read the comments will
appreciate his assistance and will not treat the matter as one which will require taking exception
to any views expressed by Mr. Shaffer or imposing upon him the burden of further
correspondence. Mr. Shaffer who has been for several years a Class D member of the
Conference, has the sole purpose of assisting us in our very laborious problems of Trail
maintenance. All will be grateful to him for the assistance rendered.
I am asking Board Members, to whom I have sent four copies, to place copies of these letters in
the hands of the Officers and Supervisors of Trails of the Clubs with which they are connected
and to send copies of the letters to the Rangers and Supervisors of the Forests involved.
Myron H, Avery Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 4531 - 45th Street, N. W.
Washington 16, D. C.
Enclosures:
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No. 1: Mr. Shaffer’s letter of July 17, 1950
No. 2: Mr. Shaffer’s letter of August 21, 1950
Copy furnished: {All ATC officers}
Mr. Seymour R. Smith
Mr. Sidney N. Tappan
Mr. James A. Cragon
Mr. Arch Nichols
Mr. Louis Chorzempa
Mr. Lawson Reeves

Mr. Roy P. Fairfield
Mr. Ben L. Hadley
Mr. Helon Taylor
Mr. Wm. F. Sawyer, Jr.
Mr. Stanley B. Attwood

September 1, 1950. Myron Avery to John S. Craig, Down East Air Service, 554 North Main
Street, Brewer, Maine.
Dear Mr. Craig:
Thank you for your most prompt reply of August 9th, advising me that the rate is $11.00 per
person from Long Pond to Brewer, and for furnishing the train information.
I have been obliged to postpone my leaving Washington but I now plan to leave here on
September 6th and will be in the Maine woods for about two weeks.
Because of the difficulty of communication, I think it well to make a binding arrangement for a
definite date. This would be Wednesday, September 20th, at 4:00 P.M., at Brownville Junction.
We will understand, without any further correspondence, that your plane will be at Perhams
Camps around 4:00 o’clock, P.M. to pick up Mr. Seymour Smith and myself. To avoid any
difficulty which might arise if you do not have another confirmatory letter, we bind ourselves to
pay the transportation costs on the basis of your coming to Long Pond on September 20th, as
specified.
I am asking if you would do Mr. Smith and myself a favor by making reservations for us for the
11:10 o’clock, P.M., train leaving Bangor for Boston, September 20th, arriving at Boston at 6:55
A.M. on September 21st. It will be a matter of considerable convenience to have you make this
reservation for us.
If you will send to me care of Perhams Long Pond Camps a note to the effect that you have
received this letter, we will know that matters are entirely in order.
It may be of interest to you to have a copy of some of the recent maps issued of the Maine area
by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I have sent to you, under separate cover, two copies of
Maps Nos. 2, 3, and 4, taken from “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine".
cc: Mr. Seymour Smith; Miss Jean Stephenson
September 1, 1950. Myron Avery to Merle Linwood Jordan, Old Town, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Jordan:
In view of my earlier letter, I thought that I had better write you and tell you that my plans had
been changed and I now expect to be at Long Pond on September 20th. According to present
plans, we will be in Bangor on Wednesday night, the 20th, and I will call you with the thought
that we can talk over trail matters.
September 1, 1950. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan, Beverly, Mass.
Dear Sidney:
I have received your letter of August 29, 1950.
I had expected to be in Maine this week-end but developments on the Pacific Coast have delayed
my trip until September 7th. If nothing further comes up, Seymour Smith and I hope to start
south from Rainbow Lake on the 7th. I judge that you worked as far as the four-mile marker.
Your reports to the Moxie Pond meeting covered so many matters of interest that I am having
them copied and attached to the memorandum of the meeting, which goes to all Maine
Appalachian Trail Club members. It will probably be two or three weeks before the report of the
Maine meeting is in the mail.
I am pleased that the notebooks, which Miss Park sent to you, arrived in time so that you could
place them in the cylinder. I am told that a filled notebook, probably No. 8, was received at
Headquarters some time ago. Miss Stephenson has custody of these and arranges them for their
eventual deposit in the Maine State library. In the interval, she excerpts material from them for
use in Appalachian Trailway News and compiles the statistics. We certainly appreciate your
efforts to care for the trouble with the registration cylinder and hope that that trouble will not
recur. Mr. Pryor has definitely assured me that he will have the new boards made for the summit
this fall. Did you get any chance to look over the situation so as to form any opinion as to the
feasibility of bolting them to the existing boards rather than removing the present boards from
the post, which would be quite a chore?
Probably you learned before you left Daicey Pond that our good friend and M.A.T.C. Director
Helen N. Taylor, formerly of Eustis, has taken over the position of Supervisor of Baxter State
Park. Accordingly, I thought that the best method of making progress of your letter was to send
him the original so that he could see exactly where the bridge over Katahdin Stream had given
way. It is only a mile up from the Katahdin Stream Campsite. Since so many people use it, its
repair will probably be one of the first things which Helon will look after, although he has many
matters on hand. When you are next at York’s Camps you will have to make a particular point of
meeting him.
I am much interested to know of your climb of Mt. Coe. Apparently, Messrs. Knickerbocker and
Worthington have been doing a little trail work of late in that area.
Copies to:
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Miss Jean Stephenson
Miss Marion Park
Mr. Helon N. Taylor - with the original letter from Mr. Sidney N, Tappan dated August
29, 1950.
September 1, 1950. Substitute (1950) for Section 9. [Heavily edited with hand-written
notations, not all clear.]
For map, see M.A.T.C. Barren-Chairback Map. See also U.S.G.S. Sebec Lake Quadrangle. For
the area adjacent to Katahdin Iron Works, see U.S.G.S. Sebec and Schoodic Quadrangles.
SECTION 9
LONG POND TO BODFISH FARM
NORTH TO SOUTH
DISTANCE _________Miles
See last paragraph of preceding Section. The original route of this Section of Trail traversed the
Barren-Chairback Range over Columbus, Third, Fourth and Barren Mountains down to Long
Pond Stream at Slugundy {blue-blazed} to Bodfish Farm, located in a beautiful intervale. A side
trail leads to the most northern peak of the Range, Columbus Mountain. [sic, Should read
“Chairback Mountain”]
By reason of intensive lumbering along the Range by the St. Regis Paper Company, blowdowns,
timber and the devastation caused by the bronze birch borer, with the resulting dead birch it
became necessary in 1950 to relocate the original route and detour Fourth and Barren Mtns.
along their north slope.
Prior to the lumber operations, extending over a decade from 1939, the Barren-Chairback Range,
with its five peaks, was formerly an unbroken coniferous forest. As a 15-mile continuous stand
of spruce and fir, this Range was perhaps unparalleled in the State. It was characterized by the
somber, cathedral like aspect of its conifers, with deep patches of caribou and spagnum [sic]
moss. Lumbering in the bowl on the east slope, many years ago, which involved the building of a
railroad by the operator, did not reach to the crest. (Columbus Mtn. derives its name from the
Columbus Lumber Company, which operated on the south slope of the Range.)
Commencing in 1939. the Seaboard Paper Company (later St. Regis Paper Company) undertook
an extensive pulp-cutting operation, designed to cut off the north slope of the Barren-Chairback
Range. The towns affected were T.7 R.9 (Raytown) and T.8 R.9 (Elliottsville). The operations
extended from north to south. During these operations the Seaboard Paper Company built two
tote-roads. The first, or “old road”, passed close to Mountain View Camps, and extended to the
company’s campground at West Chairback Pond Brook. The second, or "new" road, crossed the
now-obliterated Mountain View Camps side trail about midway between it and the former
Appalachian Trail route on the crest, terminating at the St. Regis Camps on the south shore of
Long Pond. A portion of the second tote-road is now used by The Appalachian Trail route in
detouring Fourth and Barren Mtns.
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Despite the lumber operations, several sections of considerable size of uncut timber remain on
the Range as a memorial to this vanished forest. Chairback Mountain, with its blue-blazed side
trail, is uncut. These operations resulted in changing the tote-road to Long Pond Stream into a
graveled road for much of the distance from Bodfish Farm.
There is a half mile of uncut timber on Columbus Mtn. For a similar distance the south slope of
Third Mtn. is uncut. Except for a minor break where the obliterated trail from Mountain View
Camps joined the Appalachian Trail, there is a long section of the former forest from the north
slope of Fourth Mtn. to the Raytown Town-line. Similarly, about a mile of uncut timber remains
on Barren Mtn.
The original trail was remarked and recleared as the lumbering operations progressed and the
original route can probably still be followed through the abandoned section, although travel is
extremely difficult by reason of the small growth, blowndown trees and the use of The
Appalachian Trail for hauling roads. A major loss has been Cloud Pond, located on the crest of
the ridge. The lean-to here had been designated as a public campsite.
The former side trail to Mountain View Camps had still permitted breaking this section into a
two-day traverse. This can now be accomplished since, at a distance of some 8 miles from
Chairback Mountain Camps, the route, in a circular course over Columbus and Third Mtns.,
again comes back close to the Camps. The detour utilizes the former blue-blazed trail (now
painted white), which led back to Chairback Mountain Camps from the sag between Third and
Fourth Mountains.
There are two Maine Forest Service Campsites on this Section: Chairback Gap (3.3 m.) and
Long Pond Stream ( m.), reached by a blue-blazed side trail of 0.2 m. The Cloud Pond
Campsite was at 10.08 m. on the abandoned route. There are no accommodations at
Bodfish Farm. Telephone arrangements can be made for transportation to Monson, where
excellent accommodations are available. Except for the trail across the ridge by East Chairback
Pond, this Section of the Trail along the Range was cut expressly for The Appalachian Trail.
From Chairback Gap to the side trail to Cloud Pond on Barren Mountain, the Trail was cut by
Walter D. Greene. From this point to Long Pond Stream, the Trail was cut by Lyman Davis, S. S.
Philbrick and Elwood Lord.
It is the hope of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to eventually restore the route to the crest on
Fourth and Barren Mountains.
The traverse of this Section, as outlined, in two days is sufficiently strenuous. With a side trip to
Chairback Mountain, the first day’s travel back to Chairback Mountain Camps will be 8.58 m.
Travelers should note that the blue-blazed side trail to Mountain View Camps (formerly operated
by W. M. Dore) has been obliterated by the lumber operations; its traverse should not be
attempted.
From Long Pond Camps, the route follows a tractor road, used in the Maine Seaboard Paper
Company's lumber operations. After 1-3/4 m., the route bears right, around East Chairback Pond
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and ascends steadily. At 3.3 m. it reaches the crest of the sag between Chairback and Columbus
Mtns. (Here is a Maine Forest Service Public Campsite.) To the left a blue-blazed trail leads
half a mile to outstanding viewpoints on Chairback Mtn. through uncut timber. From the sag the
route ascends steeply, through uncut forest, and reaches the summit of Columbus Mountain in
half a mile. It then descends gradually, slabbing the north side of the ridge crest with far-reaching
views due to the lumbering. It crosses the tractor road at the outlet of West Chairback Pond at 4.9
m.; the tractor road leads back to Chairback Mountain Camps. After 3/4 m. farther, through
lumbered terrain, the route reaches Monument Cliff, the summit of Third Mountain. It continues
over a series of ledges and then descends through uncut timber, coming, at 6.65 m., into the sag
where formerly the blue-blazed trail led back to Chairback Mountain Camps. Here commences
the 1950 relocation. The Trail has a rough route down the south slope and then descends
gradually for 1.2 m., where it turns right into the old Seaboard tote-road. After 2 miles the toteroad is better worn. It crosses Long Pond Stream at _______m. and, passing the St. Regis Depot
Camps on Mink Brook, joins the former Appalachian Trail route, where it came in after crossing
Long Pond Stream. (To the left the former route (now painted blue) leads 0.2 m. to a Maine
Forest Service Campsite on the banks of Long Pond Stream.
***
(Copy Detailed Trail data, commencing page 217 (first revision 1948), page 218, 219 and 220.)
Descend into sag at 6.65 m. (Here commences 1950 relocation.) descending north slope of ridge.
(this was formerly a superb growth of spruce; completely cut off in 1946 and 7). At sign post in
sag, turn sharp right, crossing bog. Descend very steeply over rough footway with large boulders.
(Use care.) Route becomes tractor road, descending steadily. At 7.55 m. (app.), turn sharp right
from tractor road into narrow trail. (Important turn; use care.) At 7.87 m., turn sharp left,
diagonally into former Seaboard Tote-road. (To right, road leads to former campground on West
Chairback Pond Brook. Beyond, relocated route follows this tote-road. (To reach Chairback
Mountain Camps follow blue-blazed trail for 0.71 m,)
Data are: From turn into tote-road (0. m), follow trail for 50 yds. then turn right on overgrown
lumber road, coming in on left. Follow road. Cross brook at 0.18 m. Continue on rough road.
Cross outlet of Chairback Ponds at 0.28 m. At 0.53 m., turn left into A.T. (Chairback Mountain
Camps are 0.18 m. farther.) Continue (7.87 m.) on tote-road, which is overgrown, for some 2
miles.
September 1, 1950. Seymour Smith, Watertown, Connecticut, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Copy of your recent letter to the Maine Camps moving the proposed excursion along one week
has been received. All plans, including reservation on the Gull for Wednesday, September 6,
have been completed. One small package with black paint and brush therein is on the way to
Long Pond.
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Also your comments as to breakfast and lunch were noted. My plan would be to reach Boston via
the Senator from New Haven. Arrive South Station 8:40 P.M. Pick up a bite at the North Station
Restaurant - also lunch for the 7th. Then board the Gull around 9:45.
Now, I hope things are in good order at Washington. This must have been a hectic week for you
-- tough weather, too. I hope you will not feel duty bound to produce time for this excursion to
the detriment of your work at Washington. I'm sure we understand each other pretty well,
including that point too. So please make your decision as though I was not an interested party.
My fingers are crossed that all is well. See you soon, I hope!
September 4, 1950. Myron Avery to E. J. LeGassey, Millinocket Lake Flying Service,
Millinocket, Maine. AIR MAIL.
Dear Mr. LeGassey:
I presume that you duly received the copy of the letter which I sent to the Camps, where Mr.
Smith and I intend to go, saying that I would arrive in Millinocket on Thursday morning,
September 7th. I have heard from Mr. Crawford. who will bring us out to Millinocket Lake. I
wanted to make very sure that there was no misunderstanding as to the time of our arrival so that
we would not lose any time in getting to Rainbow Lake.
If, for any reason, you are not going to be able to take us out to Rainbow, I wish you would send
me a collect telegram at 4531 45th Street, Washington, D. C.
Otherwise, we will assume that our arrangements are all in order.
I presume that you received the maps which we sent to you.
Copy to:

Mr. Seymour R. Smith Watertown, Connecticut
Mr. H. W. Richards, Proprietor Rainbow Lake Camps Millinocket, Maine

Copy by Regular Mail
September 4, 1950. Eleanor D. Grill, 37 Ridgebrook Drive, West Hartford, Conn., to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written on Chairback Mt. Camps stationery]
Dear Mr. AveryDuring our stay here at Chairback we have enjoyed reading and referring to the Appalachian
Trail Guide Book for Maine. It has given us considerable knowledge and interest in the territory.
We are wondering if it can be purchased by non-members of the Appalachian group? If so, we
would enjoy having a copy and if you would be kind enough to send us the information as to
where it can be bought and the cost, we will send a check.
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Our stay of three weeks here has been both restful and stimulating. It was a pleasure to meet you
here and we hope to see you another time. Our friend Mr. Freeman hopes to return another year
also.
If you will send the information about the book to our home address, we will be most grateful.
And if you are in Hartford at any time, do come see us.
September 5, 1950. W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Company, Augusta,
Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
RE: APPALACHIAN TRAIL - CHANGE IN LOCATION, BIGELOW MOUNTAIN.
As per our correspondence, please find enclosed check #21950 drawn by this company on the
First National Granite Bank to the order of Miss Marion H. Park, Treasurer, Washington 5, D.C,
in the amount of $100.00.
We consider the Appalachian Trail an asset to the State of Maine and are very glad to make our
contribution to the changes outlined by your Mr. Taylor.
{Copy all officers M.A.T.C.}
September 5, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. Grill, West Hartford, Conn.
My dear Mr. and Mrs. Grill:
I was glad, indeed, to receive your note from Chairback Mountain Ponds.
I am somewhat surprised that Mrs. Perham did not think to tell you that "Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine" is sold by the Appalachian Trail Conference. The price for the
revised edition, with all the new maps, is $3.25. It is simply a matter of writing to the Conference
at 1916 Sunderland Place, N. W., Washington 6, D. C., and requesting the publication.
I think it would be of interest to you to know of all the latest available literature in connection
with the Appalachian Trail. (We will have available, next spring, a new Guidebook on New
England.) Accordingly, I have had sent to you under separate cover some of the Trail literature.
My stay at Long Pond--although I was very much on the move--was most enjoyable and the
pleasure was increased by my contact with the Hartford contingent. This is quite apart from my
requisitioning of the trout!
I shall hope to see you at some of the Maine Sporting Camps another year.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
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{Sent: No. 15, Silver Aisle – Booklet and Leaflet, Telos Cut, Artists at Katahdin}
September 5, 1950. Louis Chorzempa, Dryden, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I am sending you detailed trail reports on sections 19 to 22 inclusive. The information contained
in these trail reports was compiled from the observations of Lawson Reeves and myself on an
inspection hike (Sept. 2, 3, & 4). We covered 48 miles of the Appalachian Trail from Orbeton
Stream to the Andover B-Hill road. I took along my sign list and checked all the signs en route,
also the pages from my guide book covering these sections to check any changes or new
developments, and stopped to write down my notes at every mile marker (that was located) and
other points of interest along the way. In writing out my reports, I followed somewhat the pattern
of your old reports, which I had obtained from Jack Clark for Western Maine.
Mr. Reeves offered to copy my reports with his typewriter and put them on loose leaf sheets the
same size as those you used in your old reports.
I am also sending copies of these trail reports to Roy Fairfield and Bronson Griscom covering
their sections. These trail reports are unbiased and up to date and will be of value to them in
planning future work trips.
P.S. A trail report in Sept presents a somewhat different aspect than when observed in late May,
due to the green foliage and summer growth.
September 11, 1950. Rainbow Lake Camps, bill for Myron Avery.
3 da. S.L.B. 8.00 per da.
one Trail lunch
transportation on Lake.

30.00
1.25
5.00
36.25

Paid. H. W. Richards
September 12, 1950. Omar A. Sawyer, Manager of Woodlands, Hollingsworth & Whitney
Company, Paper Manufacturers, Waterville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Reference is made to your letter of August 24.
I am returning herewith your two maps. On the larger map you will find delineated the location
of our camps and roads and the area that has been cut over or that we expect to have cut over by
the middle of the winter. This has been shown on your larger map since it is difficult to do with
accuracy on the overlay.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

381

cc: K. A. Swenning, E.G. Kelso, G.E. Wing
September 12, 1950. Floyd Flagg, Scoutmaster, Troop 198, to Lawson Reeves. [Hand-written
on back of Lawson’s letter to Flagg of August 30, 1950.]
Dear Mr. Reeves:
In reply to your letter of Aug. 30 at the boy scout meeting last night it was voted, with approval
of the committee, to take the side trail on Bigelow Mt. as explained to me by Mr. Helon Taylor.
We feel that by taking one full week it will give the boys much better experience than just
weekend trips.
If it is possible for you to come down some Monday evening to one of our scout meetings we
would greatly enjoy your presence.
Yours for better scouting…
September 13, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
I just returned from three days work trip on my section from Spaulding shelter to the top of
Sugarloaf. I was a little disappointed when I saw the trail. Evidently there was a bad storm there
last winter as even the places where we cleared last year were pretty bad with wind falls, broken
tops and bent over young growth.
With the exception of about a half mile between the five and a half and six mile mark we rough
cleared the distance from the shelter to Sugarloaf. We did not have time to finish the other half
mile. This is pretty bad but is passable. We painted from west to east and about half way back
before we ran short of paint. It is well painted. We put up metal markers and the new signs at the
old lumber yard (#247 and #248) and the one at Spaulding Shelter. The sign at the proposed side
trail up Mt. Abraham is down due to the tree being broken off. We intended to replace this but all
of our tools we lashed to the pack so we will have to do it next year. Fishermen are using the trail
from Oberton Stream to the ten mile marker to get in to Carabow [sic] Valley and someone has
done a little light brushing out there. The whole distance from the 12 mile marker to the shelter is
pretty bad. It is doubtful if I will get up there again this fall but I will have to clear all of this
early next spring before there is any travel.
I am giving a recapitulation of my summer’s work in case I do not get in another trip:
1 trip in June my wife and myself on Sugarloaf
1 man-day
1 trip in July, a male companion and our wives
2 man-days
1 trip over Labor Day, my wife and myself
6 man-days
1 trip last week-end, 2 male companions, 3 days
9 man-days
18 man-days
1 trip in May with Bates College, 1 male companion
2 man-days
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20 man-days
We were transported by jeep up Mr. Griscom’s narrow gauge road bed from East Madrid to
Oberton Stream.
A question has arisen, Myron, the shelters are state campsites; but during a fire ban are these
sites closed or are they open the same as highway campsites? A statement on the State Highway
Road map would lead on to believe they are closed.
There were 14 people that signed the note book at Spaulding Shelter this summer beside the
three of us or 17 in all. This shows how little travel there is through here. There might have been
a few who went through that did not go down to the shelter.
We found all of the mile markers.
The encouraging thing this year is that I have found a couple of new trail workers to go with me
and help clear. That is the thing that I need most as my section is no place for a man to work
alone.
Copies: John Clark, Bronson Griscom, Prof. Fairfield, Helon Taylor. {Miss Stephenson, Mr. [?]}
September 14, 1950. Helon Taylor to Miss Marion Park, 1228 Eye Street, N.W.
Washington 5, D. C.
Dear Miss Park:
Thanks for your letter and best wishes of Sept. 8th. I only hope I can do the job justice. I like this
country very much and I like this kind of work.
About the $100 from C.M.P. Co. Not being familiar with the labor situation over there right now
I would suggest that the money be sent to Sheridan Scribner, Eustis, Maine, and let him hire the
men and get the work done. Sheridan is one of the Patrolmen who worked under me over there
and has taken over my duties there although he has not been appointed Chief Warden as yet. He
knows the country and who is available to do the work and I am sure he will see that the job is
well done.
Hope you will visit us here on the Park often. Myron is coming up in October and we plan to go
to South Branch Pond.
September 14, 1950. Postcard from Edroy Curtis, Auburn, Maine, to Lawson Reeves.
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Reeves,
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The Explorers had their meeting Monday night and decided to go to Mount Bigelow. We will
meet you at Wilton Theatre on September 23, 1950 at 8:30 A.M. We will come back Sunday. If
Mr. Chorzempa or you can’t make it write.
September 15, 1950. Bronson W. Griscom, Griscom Publications, Inc., 26 The Place, Glen
Cove, N.Y., to Mr. Myron H. Avery, 4551 - 45th Street, N. W. Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you very much for your letter of July 10th in regard to the printing.
I understand perfectly that if you have type standing you can get a much lower price on reruns
that we could offer because we would have to set the entire job.
Of course, once we have set the job we would be in a similar position of being able to give you a
real break on reruns, as we also would keep the type standing. In any event I can realize that you
would only consider giving us a trial in case you had some new printing.
Well, I am back from Maine, fit as a fiddle, having spent some pleasant weeks there. I met
Lawson Reeves and Louis Chorzempa and was able to help them a bit on their transportation
problem. I have just received a report from Louis on my section of the Trail and I shall take as
much corrective action as possible when I go back for a week this October. I did some work on
the Trail this summer but did not get to the latrine and was planning this in October in any event,
as I knew you wanted this done and I had promised to do it. The fallen tree on the lean-to is a
new development since my last trip. I shall write a detailed reply to Louis regarding his report
and send you a copy.
I hope to make further progress with the Lumber people who have taken over Redington in
October.
Again I am sorry that our paths did not cross in Maine last summer. However, maybe we can get
together again in New York in the coming fall or winter, and please remember that next time the
dinner is on me.
September 15, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Marion Park.
Dear Miss Park:
Myron sent me an air mail letter dated Aug. 1, 1950, requesting me to mail A.T. signs to
different individuals so that they could be put up; and for me to send the vouchers to you for
payment of postage. This was done on or about Aug. 3rd. To date I have not heard from you in
regards to the payment of postage and assume that it was an oversight on your part.
Therefore, I am sending another voucher to you for the same bills.
cc. Myron Avery
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August 3, 1950.
Postage signs sent to Myron Avery, Long Pond Camps
Postage signs sent to Finley, Monson, Maine
Postage signs sent to Hutmaster, A.M.C.
One roll waxed paper
Total

.55
.65
.21
.27
$1.68

September 15, 1950. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Thank you for the U.S.C.&G. survey maps of the Katahdin quadrangle which arrived yesterday.
Thanks too for the details concerning the Cable bridge which was received and forwarded earlier.
The new guide book and the bibliography which I received while I was at York’s were
interesting and helpful and were useful to several of our folks in camp also. Your letter written
the 2nd of Sept., if my memory is correct, was received and appreciated.
I hope that you and Seymour got away for your proposed trip along the A.T. south from
Rainbow Lake. If you did get to Rainbow Lake you should have received two letters which I
wrote while in camp and addressed to you care of Rainbow Lake Camps. The York’s did not
know whether the camps got their mail via Greenville or Kokadjo so I sent one to each post
office. We were told that there was no telephone connection so I couldn’t make any reservation
either for a canoe to meet me at the north ferry or for over night accommodations at camp. If I
had been able to contact them I could and would have accomplished more clearing on the white
blazed A.T. south of the 4 mile stone.
I found it slow work clearing up the slope of the first ridge south of the West Branch. After
carrying ax, saw, and clippers 4 miles, working all day, and hiking back to camp for a late dinner
I was tired, too tired to make camp, cook my own meals, and sleep out at the West Branch camp
site.
Beyond the point where I quit the amount of clearing required was even greater than it had been
coming up the ridge. I may have got a quarter of a mile south of the 4 mile stone and I probably
walked ahead from where I left off working about a half mile to size up the job which has yet to
be done. Reports from Earl Shafer and from two teen age boys who had just come through from
Rainbow Lake were that the trail was sufficiently clear and well marked that they had no trouble
traversing that stretch.
Next summer I will begin where I left off and try to get through to the south end of the lake. If
the trail (blue blazes) to the north ferry is to be recovered from its rapidly enclosing growth of
beech and moose maple, the section from the junction of the blue and white, or 0.3 miles west of
the southern end of the Cable Bridge, to Horse Race Brook should be reopened by cutting a path
a couple of feet wide approximately through the center of the old tote road. From Horse Race
Cove to the north ferry on Rainbow Lake the trail is not bad relatively.
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The trail up Sentinel, and that up Doubletop from Foster field are good. The trail up O.J.I. by the
north slide is also.
While at Baxter peak I looked over the sign as you suggested and I believe that I shall be able to
bolt the new sign over the present sign with out too much trouble. I could borrow the necessary
tools from Junior.
The climb up Coe impressed me particularly with the way nature is working to cover her scars.
The slides are very much narrower now and somewhat shorter.
September 15, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Floyd Flagg.
Dear Mr. Flagg:
I was very pleased to get your letter today and learn that you were able to take over a section of
the Appalachian Trail. For the time being at least, it would seem best for you to have the
Bigelow Range Trail, as suggested by Helon Taylor. I have never been on this side trail. It is
about seven miles long, starting near Stratton Village and going to Horn Pond shelters. There are
about two miles of this that has not had any work done on it for years and here it is almost
impassable. There are places where the blow-downs are very bad and a lot of buck saw work is
needed. Other places needs the bushes cut out and annual growth mowed. The whole needs
painting with blue paint.
Mr. Louis Chorzempa, the assistant overseer of trails in Western Maine was up there two days
and Fred Hutchins, of Stratton has promised to get in a couple of days work there too. Once it is
opened up good it will not require too much work to keep it in Class “A” shape.
The season is getting very late now but if you would care to take your group of boys up there
some Saturday or Sunday just for a hike and to look over your section, I think that either Louis
Chorzempa or I could go along with you in case you are not acquainted with the lay of the land
there. Next summer when you are ready to work, if you will let me know in advance I will
supply you with paint, and tools.
Regarding your invitation for me to visit one of your Scout Meetings: it might interest you to
learn that a number of years ago I too was a Scouter, with 10 years veteran rank, a Scoutmaster,
Commissioner, hold the Eagle Rank with one Palm and the Scoutmaster’s Key. Besides the Boy
Scouts, I was also a member of several other recreational organizations.
I would be pleased to visit your group but would suggest that a definite date be set in advance
and that a full hour of your meeting be alotted to me. I have some kodachrome slides that I show
to different groups, some of them on the Appalachian Trail and others too. Usually Mrs. Reeves
accompanies me so as to help me show them and for companionship on the ride. I might suggest
that you invite your Troop Committee and maybe even all of the parents. If these thoughts fit in
with your plans I would be glad to discuss them further with you.
cc: L. Chorzempa, H. Taylor
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September 16, 1950. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to Edroy Curtis, R.D. #1, Mechanic
Falls, Maine.
Dear Edroy:
I was very pleased to get your card yesterday and to learn that it is possible for your group to get
in a trip to Bigelow Mountain yet this fall. Next Saturday Sept 23 will be ok for either Louis
Chorzempa or me to accompany you. Louis is not sure yet whether he will have to work that day
or not. If he does have to, I will go with you anyway and one or the other of us will go with you
and will meet you at the Wilton Theatre at the 8:30 a.m. time as set by you.
Louis is going up there today on an inspection trip and when he gets back we will have a better
idea of what work needs to be done and where it needs it most. We will take along what tools I
have and paint if that is needed. This, together with what tools you have, will give us sufficient.
Should Louis report anything which might change our plans in any way, I will drop you a card.
In all probability we will camp at the Horns Pond Shelters (there are two there). By driving in to
Stratton Pond there would be about 3 ½ miles to hike. Therefore the boys should keep their
packs as light as is consistent and still be comfortable. With your blankets or sleeping bags, food.
cooking equipment, and tools, packs have a way of getting heavy when going up grade.
You will be interested to learn that a Scout Troop from Buckfield, Floyd Flagg, scoutmaster, has
agreed to take over the Bigelow Range side trail of about seven miles on the same side of this
mountain. This leaves the highway near Stratton Village and comes out at the Horns Pond
Shelters.
Should it storm enough to prevent our going the 23rd, Louis might be able to go the 30th but I
will not be free. Should it only shower we would go the 23rd anyway and hope for a good day
Sunday.
Should you ever need to telephone me you can get me from 7 a.m. to 12 a.m. and from 1 p.m. to
5 p.m. by calling the Wilton Woolen Mill 145 and asking for me. I have an extension phone in
my office.
{Louis wrote to Curtis as requested by you and when he did not get any answer, he asked me to
write to him, too.}
September 18, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Concerning the Bigelow Range Trail:
Helon Taylor has urged a friend of his, Floyd Flagg of Buckfield, Me. to take over the
maintenance of this side trail, and had forwarded his address to Lawson Reeves this summer. Mr.
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Reeves has also been pressing Fred Hutchins of Stratton to maintain this trail. Although Fred
Hutchins would not commit himself to anything definite, he did promise that he would do some
clearing this year between Stratton and the top of Cranberry Peak. If you will refer to my letter of
July concerning my work trip on this trail, you will notice that I mentioned that I had left about a
half mile in the vicinity of the Spring, which is 1.47 m. from the highway. Here the route was
overgrown and needed widening with pruning shears. Evidently this stretch is what Fred
Hutchins is intending to clear out, and he will notify Mr. Reeves when he has accomplished this.
In the meantime, Lawson Reeves, at Helon Taylor’s suggestion, had written to Floyd Flagg. And
just this week he received a reply. Mr. Flagg, a scoutmaster, stated that he would assume, with
his group of boys, the maintenance of the “Bigelow Range Trail”. Lawson Reeves will write, or
already has written, to you about this. And when you have heard from him, you can officially
welcome Mr. Flagg to the M.A.T.C. as a maintaining member. If he was a choice of Helon
Taylor’s, I am sure that he can be counted on to do an efficient job in maintaining this side trail.
In his letter to Mr. Reeves, Mr. Flagg said that he was planning to take his group up for a week’s
work. This would be next summer.
Now to take up the matter of Bigelow and the Mechanic Falls Explorer Scouts. At your
suggestion, I wrote a letter to Edroy Curtis, explaining in detail the trail on Bigelow from
Bigelow village to the top of West Peak. I thought it might be better to start them out gradually,
and later perhaps they might want to take over all of Bigelow, if in the meantime no other
sponsor is secured for the Eastern half. My letter was not acknowledged. So later on Lawson
Reeves followed up with another letter. This was answered, Mr. Curtis explaining that he had
been very busy this summer and that most of his boys (Explorer scouts) were away to summer
camps or had other activities, but that now that school was starting he would get the group
together and that they would make a work trip yet this Fall. Mr. Reeves replied immediately
urging him to set a date as soon as possible. This last week he received a reply from Mr. Curtis
stating that the date had been set of Sept. 23 and 24. After we have made the trip with them, and
find out just what they intend to do, and how much of Bigelow they will want to maintain, I will
write you about this later.
I do not know what the correspondence between Miss Stephenson and Stanley Attwood, over the
point of your letters about assigning the Mechanic Falls Scout Troop to Mt. Bigelow, has been.
Perhaps you had intended all of Bigelow to be assigned to them. If that is what they wish so
much the better. I will be enlightened on these matters after Mr. Reeves and myself have seen
and talked with Edroy Curtis on his work trip to Bigelow this next weekend (Sept. 23 and 24).
In the meantime, as I had a Saturday (Sept. 16) free (I have been working 6 days a week part of
the time and do not have much free time.), I decided to go over a part of Bigelow and check on
what work needed to be done, so we would know beforehand when we go up with the group. At
the same time I took trail reports on this section. (From the outlet of Stratton Brook Pond to the
East Peak). (7 miles) I put up 46 new metal markers. Previously, metal markers were quite scarce
along these 7 miles, there being about 10 each way (20 total). A third of these were badly faded.
These I replaced. Now there are about 30 metal markers each way on these 7 miles of trail. (total
60) This makes an average of approximately 4 markers per mile each way.
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At the Horns Pond lean-tos I put up a tin can sign and blue-blazed the side trail to the tin can
dump. I also blue-blazed the side trails to the latrine and to the edge of the Horns Pond. I also
repainted (blue) the side trail to North Horn (.17 m.). I put up a new board sign No. 231 (made
by Lawson Reeves) at the summit of South Horn. Eventually, after remeasuring, all signs on
which distances are affected, by the new relocation at Dead River, will have to be replaced.
At the Bigelow Col lean-to I found that a “Spring” sign and a “toilet” sign were already up.
Possibly put up by the Firewarden? The trail to the latrine led to the wooden structure used by
the Forest Service. I blue-blazed the trails to the latrine, spring, and tin can dump. Am sending
you a trail report covering the trail from the outlet of Stratton Brook Pond to the East Peak (7
miles). Most of this section is in pretty good shape and after the work trip of the Mechanic Falls
Scout troop should be in Class “A” throughout. Either I or Reeves will give Edroy Curtis a list of
the needed work.
I have received the Guide book sections 19 through 24 and also section 17 North to South.
The 1st week in Sept. I received a measuring wheel from Murray H. Stevens send from Meriden,
N.H. and just recently the meter, sent by M. H. Stevens from New York City. Have not as yet
received the guidebook Manual on adjusting the meter which you were planning to send.
Copy to: Lawson w. Reeves
P.S. 52 persons have registered so far this year at the register at the Horns Pond lean-tos,
bringing the total on the notebook up to #184.
#133 registered 6/23/50
#184 registered 9/16/50 (myself)
The top of the mountain was capped with fog part of the day. Also windy.
September 19, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
I notice in the ”Sun” that the Outing Club at FSTC has been reactivated with Jerry Berry as
president. You thought that they might take over a section of the A.T. next year. It might be well
to start working on them soon so as to get them committed this winter. If I can help you in any
way in this respect, I will be only too glad to do any thing that I can.
Much has happened during the summer. Helon Taylor has been transferred to Baxter State Park.
This leaves a void in our territory but will be a great asset in the eastern section of the trail where
the need is greatest.
Louis Chorzempa has put in a tremendous amount of time and has done a wonderful job. We
were fortunate in securing him. The Assistant Overseer of Trails has worked out very good in
Western Maine. An effort should be made to secure Assistants for the central and Eastern
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sections. Jack Clark resigned as Overseer and the position is vacant with no one in prospect of
filling it. I believe we should concentrate on securing Assistants rather than an Overseer.
The Explorer Scouts from Mechanic Falls has accepted the Western side of Mt. Bigelow from
Bigelow Station to the Fire tower. Louis and I will accompany them on a work trip there next Sat.
and Sun.
A Scout troop from Buckfield has accepted the side trail from Stratton to the Horns Pond leanto.
This is known as the Bigelow Range trail and is about seven miles. I do not know much about
them but Helon Taylor recommend them.
The C.M.P. Co. has agreed to advance $100.00 to clear the relocation, which is about four miles.
Louis and I have painted this and put up metal markers and temporary board signs. After it has
been cleared Louis will remeasure it. The East side of this mountain has not been assigned to any
one as yet. It would roughly be about eight or nine miles now. About one mile of the relocation
is on Jack Clark’s section. Jack has considered about giving up his section altogether until such
time that he has more leisure time from his work.
The Moxie work-trip was pretty much of a flop. Unless it is planned better another year, it would
be better not to attempt one at all.
Louis and I have been over all of the Western section in the past two years except for a few miles.
Everything is pretty good with the usual bad spots but nothing serious.
All of Western Maine is now assigned except for the East side of Bigelow. We are anxious to get
this taken care of before spring.
I noticed on the road to Rangeley where you turn off the highway to go down to Second Sandy
River Pond to hit the A.T., someone has erected a large wooden A.T. emblem out of peeled poles
and painted it black and put up a wooden sign "Piazza Rock". It looks very good and a lot of
time was put into it.
Should you be considering putting a new roof on the Four Ponds Shelter, may I suggest that you
haul the boards in on a heavy (moose) hand sled on the first snow after the Pond freezes over. It
is only a short distance to the "boat landing" from the Highway 17. It is nearly level, well cleared.
By hauling across the ice the going would be smooth and level and it would not be too much of a
job. The poles for the rafters could be cut and peeled next spring when you was ready. It might
be best to pack the roofing paper in in the spring so no one would steal it. The Conference paid
for the materials for the Sugar-loaf shelter. I believe it amounted to about 35 dollars. All of these
shelters leak and eventually will have to be repaired.
The U. of M. Outing Club has accepted the trail from Monson to Troutdale Camps. The High-Y
Club from Old Town has accepted a section in the Central section. Things are looking up.
If I can be of any help to you please let me know.
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September 19, 1950. Marion Park, 1228 Eye Street, N.W. Washington 5, D.C. to Lawson
Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I surely owe you an apology for not having sent you the money for your postage when I received
your letter of August 3, 1950. It became buried at the bottom of a pile of filings on my desk and
the matter slipped my mind. I hope you were not too much inconvenienced.
I am enclosing herewith check of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in the amount of $1.68.
I understand you had a very successful meeting at Moxie Pond in spite of all the weather could
do. It is too bad you had such terrific weather so that the attendance was so much limited.
Please pardon my delay, which was due to an oversight.
September 19, 1950. Mrs. William A. (Eleanor) Grill, Jr., 37 Ridgebrook Drive, West
Hartford, Conn., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter and the Trail literature. We are mailing a check today for the
guidebook and will no doubt avail ourselves of the other opportunities and literature of the
Conference.
The Freeman’s were here for dinner last evening and we enjoyed your pamphlet and message
very much. They received the maps you sent and we are already making plans—or hopes—for
another year.
We shall all be interested in the new Guidebook to be published next spring and hope a memo
may be made to let us know when it is ready.
We all hope to see you again too—either here in Hartford if your travels ever bring you this way
or as you said, at some of the Maine camps.
Our enjoyment of the woods has been increased by our contact with you and believe it or not,
trout are actually secondary to our pleasures in the woods. They are just an added accent.
Sept. 19, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I had thought not to add to your accumulated correspondence by having a letter awaiting you, but
I find that there are several matters which I should have reported to you, and probably you would
prefer them in writing, so here goes.
First, as to the remainder of my trip. Sadye and I painted from the site of the burned Moxie Bald
Lean-to over to where the Trail turns on to the Mosquito Tote-road. It was raining so hard by
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then that I could paint no farther but as we drove into Caratunk and along 201 I checked the
blazes and they were all good, all turns well marked, and they looked like they would last
another five years or so.
Mr. Ricker drove me around to Caratunk (having made arrangements with Mr. Martin by
telephone) and Mr. Martin and two of his men went out with me to Pleasant Pond to see about
the campsite. He had thought to have it on the Pond shore, where the stream comes into it, but
while there is a nice sand beach there it is all swampy and no place for a campsite; further he and
I both felt it was too far from the Trail. So we came back up to the stream crossing at 5.75 m.,
and he cleared out a nice place near a large spreading tree just above the Trail and about 25 ft.
east of the stream crossing. They made a trail to a latrine and fixed the latrine below the trail. (I
forgot to blue-blaze it, however.) The sign we had would not do, since it pointed the wrong way,
so I turned it over and lettered it with brown paint. All signs were put up. (I had brought nails for
the signs and the large nails for the latrine.) They cleared a nice pool below the trail for washing,
and one above for drinking water. They selected a place beside the stream for a fireplace, but
decided to come back a couple of days later with a crowbar and move rocks from the stream and
build a fireplace by it. Mr. Martin said to tell you to consider it as done, as he would definitely
do it during the latter part of the week. He said he was much pleased at having the campsite fixed,
as now he would see to it that it was used instead of there being indiscriminate camping.
We also took the signs for Bear Brook Landing Campsite down and put them up. I had written
Mrs. Clark for them. When they did not come, I wrote Mr. Clark also. They arrived the next day,
however. The last day there I had a letter from Mr. Clark saying she had sent my letter on but
said she had already found and mailed them. He seems anxious to make us think he has not lost
interest!
I mentioned to Mr. Martin that I had written Mr. Hutton thanking him for the prompt action in
fixing the Bear Brook Campsite and expressing appreciation of Mr. Martin's interest. He was
much pleased. He reminded me that he was a member of the M.A.T.C., and told his men about
the Trail in earlier days, etc.
I will enclose a copy of the "Trail Report" for the sections covered, although I have not finished
it as yet but will before mailing this. You will note there are some errors in the guidebook
distances, but I have corrected them on the enclosed sheets.
Since returning I have concentrated on Trailway News. I enclose it. If you have time, it might be
easier for you to call me and I can make the corrections on my retained copy as you read it. I
ought to send it to the printer Monday (seeing as how it should be mailed Monday!). My new
telephone number at the office is Ext. 42593.
Hope you had a successful trip.
September 22, 1950. From Myron Avery
TO THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB. INC:
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I am writing this letter to add to the report, which was sent to all members of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club under the date of August 26, 1950.
In prior correspondence, I had said that I would be in Maine in the fall and had suggested that it
would be worthwhile to have an informal gathering of officers and trail workers, who are in a
position to conveniently attend. In order to afford as much advance notice as possible, I am
indicating that the date would be Sunday, November 12th. (Yes, there is a football game at
Brunswick between Maine and Bowdoin on the preceding Saturday!) I am hoping that our
Lewiston friends will indicate that there is an available room, where we might gather around
noon on the 12th. I am leaving this to Messrs. Attwood and Fairfield.
I have had a rather intensive summer with Trail work in Maine, which was necessitated by the
breakdown of the arrangements set up at our April meeting. My first trip was to survey the
situation on the Barren-Chairback Range. Seymour Smith and I thereafter spent two weeks on
the Trail. We cleared it to standard from where Sidney Tappan finished, one-half mile below the
Penobscot West Branch, to the Kokadjo-B Pond Road. We then went to Long Pond and put in
standard A.T. marking on a route to detour Fourth and Barren Mountains.
The lean-to at Rainbow Lake has been the source of great dissatisfaction and of much abuse by
local fishermen. We have arranged with the new proprietor of the Rainbow Lake Camps to have
built, half way up the Lake, a new lean-to at a cost of $100.00, plus the cost of certain material.
The proprietor feels sure that the new location will end the abuses previously experienced. It is,
indeed, unfortunate that Trail travelers cannot have the benefit of the location of these structures
on lakes but the occurrences at Rainbow, Nahmakanta and East Carry Ponds show that they only
become nuisances as soon as their location is known. Plane travel is used to reach structures
where a long walk is involved.
I am attaching a copy of a letter from the Central Maine Power Company, remitting $100.00 for
the relocation work at the east end of Mt. Bigelow. Before I left for Maine I had some
correspondence with Helon Taylor as to whether it would be possible for him to find someone
locally whom we could depend upon to do the work. Our original plan was that Helon, when the
money became available, could arrange to get the work done. His promotion to Supervisor of
Baxter State Park and removal from the area had left the matter up in the air. I know that
Chorzempa and Reeves, in addition to painting the route, have given thought to its clearing.
While Helon may be making inquiries and something yet may be forthcoming, since time is short,
I thought it advisable to say that it is my feeling that, since the Central Maine Power Company
has contributed this amount of $100.00, it is in order (if Chorzempa sees any way of
accomplishing the work either this year or next spring) to take this money and use it to its full
extent in the way of reimbursement for traveling expense or even local labor. The money has
been furnished and it is a special situation, in my view, which warrants its use to get the job
finished although trail labor is in the usual practice the contribution of the interested members.
To move matters on, I have outlined my views so that if Chorzempa sees any opportunity, he can
proceed at once. If Helon thinks there is any local prospect, he can let us both know, on receipt
of this letter.
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I have been interested in the correspondence sent me with respect to obtaining additional
sponsors and trail maintainers. That is our major problem. We need to concentrate on the critical
areas. At the moment, we have the section from the east base of Mt. Bigelow to Moxie Pond
which is unworked. More critical are the eastern areas where travel is the heavier. The White
Cap section to Yoke Ponds is now our No. 1 trouble spot, requiring work and sponsorship. We
appreciate all these efforts to obtain trail sponsors. I am suggesting that, before any definite
commitment is made with local contacts that each prospective situation be checked with me
since, by reason of my over-all contacts, I am in a position to know where the need is greater.
This is definitely in the eastern and central portions of the Trail. Of course, I recognize that,
where a sponsor is in a local area, his activities would probably be confined to that region.
This procedure should result in assignments to greater efficiency and avoid possible
embarrassment (which has happened before) of different sponsors having the same section.
I found on my return to Washington very detailed trail reports, prepared by Louis Chorzempa on
Sections 17, 19, 20 and 22. Louis Chorzempa and Lawson Reeves made an inspection hike on
September 2, 3 and 4 and covered 48 miles of Trail. The very detailed reports and recording of
minor deficiencies should be of much assistance to the sponsors in eliminating these defects
through advance knowledge of problems to be cared for and making plans accordingly.
The most methodical procedure of our Assistant Overseer of Trails and his very careful
observations have been of great help in eliminating problems in western Maine.
Enclosure: 1: Copy of letter from Central Maine Power Company, dated September 5, 1950.
Copy sent to: Seymour Smith, Sidney N. Tappan, Clair Sawtelle, John W. Clark
September 22, 1950. Myron Avery to W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power
Company, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Getchell:
I have been away from Washington--in fact, on the Appalachian Trail in Maine--and delayed in
acknowledging your letter of September 5, 1950.
We are pleased, indeed, to acknowledge the receipt of the check of the Central Maine Power
Company, dated September 5, 1950, in the amount of $100.00, made payable to Miss Marion H.
Park, Treasurer of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
We value more highly than this tangible expression of the cooperation of the Central Maine
Power Company the statement that your executives consider the Appalachian Trail as an asset to
the State of Maine. It is our purpose and aim to continually enhance its value.
Copy to:
Miss Marion Park, Treasurer Maine Appalachian Trail Club
Enclosures:
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Copy of Maps Nos. 3 and 4
Copy also to all Officers of the M. A. T. C., with copy of incoming letter from Central Maine
Power Company, dated September 5, 1950.
September 22, 1950. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom, Griscom Publications, Inc. 26
The Place, Glen Cove, New York.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
I found your very welcome letter of September 15th on my return from two weeks in Maine.
Some of our arrangements for Trail work in the eastern part of the State broke down and
Seymour Smith of Watertown, Connecticut, and I worked from a short distance below the
Penobscot West Branch to the Kokadjo-B Pond Road. The weather was cool--no rain--no flies.
The autumn foliage was unusually brilliant for this time of the year. While it was sheer manual
labor, it was really quite delightful. I feel very much as you described yourself in your letter.
The necessity for concentrating the work in eastern Maine precluded my realizing my hopes to
be in the western part of the State.
All in all, I think the year has gone very well with the Trail in Maine. We have built up
considerable interest and enlisted increased sponsorship. Over-all, however, hangs the threat of
potential developments which may put both of us back in uniform and suspend all these very
pleasant peacetime activities.
I have received from Louis Chorzempa reports from the section of Trail in western Maine, which
I shall study at my leisure.
By the way, did I tell you that the Division of Distribution, U. S. Geological Survey at
Washington had issued a new issue of the Rangeley Quadrangle? It contains material not on the
prior editions.
I have written you separately in detail with respect to our publications.
I am looking forward to another pleasant session with you at New York. Things are moving at a
very much faster pace all along the line.
September 22, 1950. Myron Avery to Director, Coast and Geodetic Survey, Washington, 25,
D. C.
Dear Sir:
We have been advised that the Coast and Geodetic Survey has published, in the past few years,
several maps covering portions of the State of Maine. We assume (if this information is correct)
that there is available an index map or that it will be possible for you to advise the names of the
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available maps and their cost. We have full knowledge of the maps issued by the U. S.
Geological Survey, which has advised us of the additional maps issued by your organization.
We shall very much appreciate your courtesy in this connection.
September 22, 1950. Myron Avery to Professor W. Walter Leavitt, 7 Park Street, Orono,
Maine.
Dear Professor Leavitt:
I am writing under separate cover with respect to the matter of the Lucius H. Merrill photographs.
This letter is to cover some of the other items of our conversation.
I spoke of our recent issuing of the Katahdin Reprint, the reissuance of the Katahdin
Bibliography and the Witherle manuscript. I am sending you under separate cover a copy of the
Katahdin Reprint and three copies of the last two items. You will feel free to pass them on to
your associates at the University who are interested in Katahdin. I have sent copies to Dr. Ogden.
We spoke of the material available on the upper St. John River. I think that I can best cover this
by enclosing a copy of a letter which I wrote on February 20, 1950, to the author of an article in
the December, 1949, issue of Appalachia, which adopted the theme that the St. John area was
totally unknown and a land of mystery. We may have over-stressed our objection to the approach.
In any event, the letter sets forth all the references to the literature, maps, etc., which may be of
interest to the people who you mentioned as traveling the area.
The book written by Bailey is LORING WOART BAILEY The Story of a Man of Science, by
Joseph Whitman Bailey, by J. & A. McMillan, Ltd., St. John, N.B. 1925. The bibliography of
Professor Bailey’s work on Maine and New Brunswick covers pages 133 to 141.
I shall appreciate very much your bearing in mind to let me know of any published material or
data obtained by the people who took the trip, which you told me of.
My evening at Orono was most enjoyable and I am greatly indebted to you for your courtesy in
arranging to meet my situation of limited availability.
Enclosure:
Copy of letter, dtd. Feb. 20, 1950
Fred R. Sawyer, Boston, Mass.
{Miss Stephenson}
{Copy to Katahdin file.}
September 23, 1950. Hugh P. Hermann, Harvard Medical School, 347 Vanderbilt Hall,
Boston 15, Mass., to Appalachian Trail Conference.
Dear Sirs:
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Would you please let me know if there are any opportunities for employment in trail
maintenance along the AT in Maine. As a medical student I have a four month summer vacation,
and am anxious to secure a position in Maine for the summer 1951. Of course I realize that a
great part of the work along the trail is voluntary; I just wondered if there were any full-time paid
crews.
You might inform the Maine Guidebook editor that in covering the Trail South to North from
Grafton Notch to Horns Pond, Mt. Bigelow in late August, we found the Trail to be well-marked
and in good shape except for the section between Surplus Pond and Learned's Camp which was
poorly marked, overgrown, and generally uncomfortable.
I enclose a stamped envelope and should appreciate any information you might give me.
September 23, 1950. Myron Avery to Floyd Flagg, Buckfield, Maine.
Dear Mr. Flagg:
I have been very glad to learn, from Messrs. Reeves, Chorzempa and Taylor of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, of your interest in The Appalachian Trail and in Mt. Bigelow.
Lawson Reeves has sent me copies of his correspondence with you. I am glad to learn that you
plan to have your group of Scouts do trail work in the area next year.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club is expanding its activities and we shall look forward to the
formal association of your group with the organization.
In order that you may have available literature relating to The Appalachian Trail, I am sending
you, under separate cover, several publications relating to Trail practices, The Appalachian Trail
and Mt. Bigelow. You will note from the prospectus of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and
the 1950 Supplement that the Club has an annual spring meeting. It is probable that it will be
held on April 29, 1951. We shall bear in mind to send you a notice of the meeting.
In order that you may have available the portion of the Guide which relates to the Bigelow
Range Trail. I am arranging to have that portion of the Guidebook sent to you.
We will look forward to your affiliation with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and your
activities in this connection.
Copy furnished: Mr. Lawson Reeves, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. Louis Chorzempa, Miss
Marion Park, Mr. Helon N. Taylor
September 23, 1950.
RATES CHARGED, 1950, ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
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1. Rainbow Lake Camps
(Camps with toilet)

$ 8.00
9.00

2. Nahmakanta Lake Camps

7.50

3. Antlers Camps

7.00

4. Buck Horn Camps
5. Chairback Mountain Camps

7.00
6.00

Plane quotations—Down East Air Service, Brewer to
Long Pond Camps
$18.00 per person;
($11.00 each for two people—two-person plane).
September 23, 1950. Myron Avery to Robert G. Hutton, Forest Supervisor, Maine Forest
Service, Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I think that the curtain has pretty well rung down on my activities on the Appalachian Trail in
Maine for this year and it seems quite clear that I will not have an opportunity to see you at
Greenville, so I am writing to tell you of developments during the summer.
You may be interested in some letters written by Mr. Shaffer, who traveled the entire Trail in
1948, in connection with revisiting portions of the Trail. I have also sent you a memorandum of
the activities in Maine.
My Trail activities were between the West Branch and the Yoke Ponds Road, which we
recleared. We found conditions on the Barren-Chairback Range very bad, indeed, so that the
difficulties have forced us to detour the Trail route. You perhaps know that I ran into a Forest
Service truck at Mink Brook when we were completing the detour. I was much interested to
know that a tower was to be built on Barren. The man at the truck thought that a portion of the
Trail would be used in reaching the tower from the watchman’s cabin. When this is finished, I
would be glad, indeed, to know where the cabin is and the trail route which you put in. You
know that the Geological Survey also worked this area and have probably seen the advance copy
of the map which covers the region.
When I was at Long Pond in August, I had the pleasure of going out over the Appalachian Trail
one night with the firewardens to locate a lightning fire.
Our major problem is around the White Cap area, since I imagine H. & W. cuttings in 1951 will
come across the Trail.
I thought that I had better let you know that for the time being we have been obliged to
relinquish the section of Trail, over Barren and Fourth Mountain so that the tower on Barren will
not be on the A.T. route.
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I am sorry to have missed you this summer. Perhaps some time when I am in Maine you will be
in Augusta and I can learn what has happened in the country which I did not see.
September 23, 1950. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I returned to Washington on the 21st and I am writing at once to tell you what we accomplished.
Thanks to your help in reaching the four-mile marker, Seymour Smith and I, in two weeks, were
able to clear to the Kokadjo-B Pond Road. Thereafter, we put in three days on the relocation on
the Barren-Chairback Range.
Next year we shall want to repaint from Rainbow to the Penobscot West Branch. While it is
long-range planning, I hope you can make this possible for us by painting from the Cable Bridge
south to about the five-mile marker. This makes it feasible to work the area from Rainbow Lake.
1 know that it is difficult for you to reach this point from Daicey Pond and it is an equally long
walk with three miles uphill at the end of the day.
We did not find it too bad from the four-mile mark to the five-mile mark. The worst part of the
section is from 5 m. to 5.65 m., where the route follows a gullied, overgrown hauling road. This
is where we had to put in most of our time. It is this short section which has given the bad repute
to the area.
In view of the reported unfortunate experiences by people who leave Katahdin Stream Campsite,
expecting to make the Rainbow Lake Lean-to in four or five hours, we are giving thought to this
problem. I am enclosing a draft of an article which I am thinking of putting in Trailwav News
and a draft of a sign for the Cable Bridge. Probably we have enough signs on the Cable Bridge
now. I would be glad to know of your thought in this connection.
The proprietor of Rainbow Lake Camps was on the blue trail the very day you painted. He said
the paint was wet and was somewhat surprised that he did not see you or that you did not come
to the Camps.
In looking through my mail, I find that the two letters which you sent to me at Rainbow were
forwarded. The Camp’s mailing address is Millinocket. It does have a telephone connection. I
was surprised that you got so much misleading information.
I have noticed that the Camp owners seem to have very little knowledge of the terrain outside of
their immediate locality. Another year--apart from the country--I think you would want to come
through the Rainbow Lake Camps. The Richard’s are very fine people and very cooperative. You
could come by one trail and return by the other.
I also note that you have written me directly here. Within a day or two I will go through all three
letters and write you on any additional points. In the meantime, I simply wanted to tell you how
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much what you had been able to do facilitated our tasks and made possible putting the section
between the West Branch and Rainbow in good order.
Next year you might bear in mind to take a look to see that the sign for the West Branch
Campsite is in place.
I rather imagine that your letters to me have covered the point of your conclusions as to the
feasibility of putting the new Katahdin signs on the old ones. The making of these signs and the
replacing of the notice with respect to registering have top priority.
This is all for the moment, while I go into the rest of our problems.
Enclosures:
Draft of Sign for Cable Bridge
Draft of Article for Trailway News
September 23, 1950. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
Since dictating the first letter, I have gone through my correspondence and have read, with great
interest, your letters of 13 and 23 August and of 15 September. Some of the information I had
gathered from your letters to Stanley Attwood.
I am deeply appreciative of your writing me in such detail as to all these points which are of
interest to me and which you describe in such a fashion that I have as much information as if I
had been there.
I think it is completely out of the question to try to clear the blue- blazed trail along the
Penobscot West Branch. There is always the possibility that the Great Northern Paper Company
will carry out its plan to build a road up to Ripogenus on the south bank. If you have this
intensively marked, it is as good as we can hope to accomplish. Now that we have the white trail
better under control, the importance of the blue trail disappears. It was an extra route when the
white trail was not getting sufficient maintenance. If we are successful in repainting it next year,
and with your promised help on the maintenance, the white trail will not be overly difficult.
I shall make every effort to have the much needed signs and information with respect to the
registering signs ready in good season for installation next year. That will be a major task, I have
some of our people trying to work on a type of sign which will be moisture proof in order to
avoid the discoloration caused by the extreme range of temperatures.
If, when you work on the white trail, you decide to come on to Rainbow Lake, you should
arrange to be met at a definite time by boat at the head of the Lake. This saves two miles.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

400

Since Helon Taylor has your detailed letter about the bridge over Katahdin Stream, I think that
we can consider that he will care for the matter as soon as possible. You will want to meet him
on your next visit.
The moving in of the beavers at the Toll Dam is an annoyance but it is, perhaps, one of the things
that one has to expect in a game preserve.
In any event, thanks to your activities and the restoration of the Cable Bridge, matters on the
northern end are once more in good condition.
I am adding to your collection of Katahdin literature by sending you, shortly, a manuscript of
travel before 1900, which I think you will find extremely interesting.
September 23, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. C. W. Nottage, Box 283, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nottage:
I returned to Washington on September 21st, after some two weeks on The Appalachian Trail
between the Penobscot West Branch and the Kokadjo-B Pond Road. I am writing so that you
may know that we carried out our expectation of detouring the Trail route on the BarrenChairback Range. We used, from Mink Brook, the St. Regis Tote-road to the point where the
former blue-blazed trail, which led to the sag between Third and Fourth Mountains, is crossed.
Here the blue trail was changed to white in order to connect with The Appalachian Trail to the
north on the crest of the ridge. The remainder of the blue trail leads to the Chairback Mountain
Camps.
In studying the blue line prints of your Sebec Lake Quadrangle, I see that the tote-road is clearly
indicated. There may be some difficulty on the connection of a mile and two-tenths between the
St. Regis Camps on the south shore of the Long Pond and the blue-blazed trail which appears on
the map. If you did not see the locality or have any question, I think that I can make the matter
clear so that you will know which of the plotted trails are now used by the A. T.
Since we hope to restore the route eventually to Fourth and Third Mountains, we hope you will
leave on the map the existing trail. In the uncut sections it is in excellent shape.
We found that we were always behind the Survey. It was a matter of regret that our clearing,
which would have made its work so much easier, could not have been done prior to the arrival of
your party. The section from the West Branch to the Kokadjo-B Pond Road is now in excellent
shape.
Incidentally, we did not find any bench marks north of Wadleigh Pond. I suppose that the area
north of the Pond goes on another quadrangle.
Your party must have had a very difficult time on Joe Mary Mountain. We repainted the upper
portion of the Trail and did some clearing. We noted the new tower, which we almost overlooked.
Our Guidebook gives the height of Joe Mary Mountain as determined by the Coast and Geodetic
Survey in 1931. I would be very glad to know what elevation your party obtained.
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You probably know that there is considerable interest in the height of The Traveler. I am sending
you a pamphlet which refers to my efforts to get a rough barometer reading. If, at any time, your
party has an opportunity to get any readings for the height of the Traveler, we should be very
much interested.
I hope that some time, at your convenience, you will let us know exactly the work accomplished,
particularly north of where we saw the bench marks.
If I have not made the entire situation as to the Trail relocation clear, or if you did not see it, I
assume that I will hear from you shortly.
Enclosure — "The Traveler — Two Decades"
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
23 September 1950.
Corrections to be made on Map No. 4:
1. Mark as "obscure" trail from Rainbow to Third Debsconeag Lake.
2. Change location of Rainbow Lake Lean-to.
3. A. T. is too close to Pollywog Pond, needs side trail connection.
4. Nesuntabunt Mountain should be closer to lake; A. T. farther away from lake.
5. Schoppe telephone line extends to Legassey's on Millinocket road.
6. Schoppe says that Tumbledown Dick drainage breaks in center of town.
September 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Forest Commissioner A. D. Nutting, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
In August, when I was in Augusta, on my way to the Maine woods, I called at your office but
found that you were away. I then saw Mr. Wentzel, the Bridge Engineer, who gave me
photographs of the work on the cable bridge and a report as to what was accomplished. I
happened to meet Mr. Hilton of the Great Northern Paper Company in Bangor and he expressed
his satisfaction with the restoration of the bridge.
We have had considerable activity on the Appalachian Trail in Maine and practically all the
route was recleared this year. With two exceptions, we have completed the program of putting in
the fireplaces and signs in connection with the Campsite program so that is practically a finished
matter.
This year we attempted the experiment of holding a summer meeting of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club. Our spring meeting at Lewiston, in April, had been very well attended. Bad weather
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and other complications reduced the attendance at the summer meeting but we did succeed in
mowing the Trail on the west slope of Moxie Pond [sic, Moxie Bald Mt.]. The agenda for that
meeting included the putting in of the approved campsite at Bear Brook Landing on Moxie Pond
and one on the Trail at the west slope of Pleasant Pond Mountain.
In connection with these campsites, members of your staff rendered a service of a character
which I think should be reported to you, since it reflected so much initiative and cooperation.
Learning of the Bear Brook Campsite project from the literature, Chief Firewarden Martin came
in to the area, before the meeting, and installed the campsite. It may have been a matter of fire
precaution but it was very much appreciated by our people. After the meeting. Forest Supervisor
Hutton checked the installation, which was very much to our satisfaction. After the meeting, Mr.
Martin located and installed the second campsite at Pleasant Pond Mountain. We know of the
interest of the Wardens in seeing that these things are done right and that all elements of fire
hazard are eliminated but we felt this instance of cooperation and activity, beyond the normal
course of duty, is one which should not pass unnoticed.
We have, therefore, written in order that you may personally know of the impression created
among our members by this incident, which will be reported in the September, 1950, issue of our
publication, Appalachian Trailway News.
Copy to:

Mr. Robert G. Hutton, Forest Supervisor, Greenville, Maine
George C, Martin Chief Firewarden, Caratunk, Maine
Miss Jean Stephenson
Mr. Louis Chorzempa
Mr. Lawson Reeves
Mr. Stanley B. Atwood
Mr. Roy P. Fairfield
Prof. Wm. H. Sawyer
Miss Marion Park

September 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa, Box 64, Dryden, Maine.
Dear Louis:
On my return to Washington, on the 21st, I found your good letters of September 11th and 18th.
I have spent the week-end in catching up with the accumulation of correspondence and now I
have an opportunity to read your letters and the reports at my leisure. I shall read them several
times in order to absorb the information contained therein.
To move matters on, I have sent out a letter to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club officers,
suggesting the date of November 12th for an informal meeting of those who can get together in
Lewiston. If there are only three or four of us, it will be worthwhile.
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We were sorry that we overlooked sending you the Manual on Guidebook Technique, which will
give you the directions in connection with the wheel. There were changes in distances in eastern
Maine as a result of the two relocations and, if you can measure the Bigelow relocation this fall,
I can then complete the sign list so that there will be no delay in finishing up the sign project
during the winter.
We are well along on finishing up the campsite and latrine projects and it would be very pleasing
to have all the signs in place next summer.
That certainly was a tremendous trip which you and Reeves took to cover 48 miles in three days
and to be able to make all your notes. I know from experience that that takes time. I appreciate
your trying to facilitate my records by doing the copying on paper such as I use in the notebook
of Maine Trail Reports. I am going to send to Lawson Reeves, within a few days, a supply of this
paper so that, if he is as generously disposed in the future, he will not have the additional labor of
cutting the paper to size.
I had thought that I made very careful records but I have to bow to you for exactness and very
specific detail. These comments should be of much help to the maintainers if they will bear them
in mind and do the necessary preliminary work to be able to cope with problems in the field.
This sort of thing eliminates one saying "if I had only remembered about that, I would have
gotten it done".
These reports contain information which we can talk about when we get together in November
and, accordingly, I will save my comment until then.
We still have an item of unfinished business in arranging for the location of the tool cache in
Maine. My thought is to find somebody so as to relieve other officers of that activity.
I assume that Lawson Reeves received the half dozen weeders which we added to the cache. The
Mechanic Falls Scouts should also have received the one half dozen shears and extra handles
which I wrote Attwood we would supply in an effort to subsidize the work on Bigelow.
I have done what I thought was necessary at the time with respect to Floyd Flagg.
I think we will have to bear in mind using any future available talent in the places where it can be
of greatest help (provided it is feasible for the sponsor to reach the area). I appreciate your desire
to have the section under your jurisdiction in first-class condition and, where you dig up a
sponsor, you certainly should feel that you are entitled to the fruits of your labor. However, we
have to recognize that the section between Bigelow and Moxie Pond has not been worked on for
two years. Clark's work last summer was around West Carry. Shaffer's comments on the bad
condition around East Carry are most charitable and when he says something is bad you can be
very sure that that is the minimum appraisal.
We have sent a copy of Memorandum No. 10 to Jack Clark but if he does not read it, he will not
learn of Shaffer's observations as to the bad condition. It may well be that next summer we will
consider it expedient to try to get Mr. Flagg to do some work east of Mt. Bigelow. I merely
mention it so that we can have this possibility in mind.
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I did not think it necessary to take any steps as to his membership until after the work had been
done. As far as my correspondence with Attwood was concerned, with respect to the Mechanic
Falls Scouts, I had thought that I had sent you copies of the letters. In any event, I referred to the
unallocated sections on Mt. Bigelow and dealt with the matter so generally so that there will be
no possible contradiction in your suggesting to the Scouts that they work on Bigelow Village to
the top of West Peak. It is better not to try to have them do too much and to think that something
is being cared for when it is not. I will look forward to hearing how the trip this week-end works
out.
I have been greatly interested in all your comments about the condition on Bigelow. I hope some
day that there can be a new lean-to at Bigelow Col.
I think that this covers all the matters and I am looking forward to talking about these things in
November.
The work of Lawson Reeves and yourself has been a tower of strength in western Maine and,
once again, I wish to compliment you upon your very systematic and accurate approach.
cc: Mr. Lawson Reeves, Miss Jean Stephenson
September 27, 1950. Edroy Curtis to Louis Chorzempa. [Hand-written]
Dear Louis,
Well the boys have decided to take over the trail up there thought you would like to know thanks
for the use of your saw took all the logs out except 3 all to gather we sawed 78 logs the Boys are
eager to come up again they like it up there. [sic]
September 27, 1950. Edroy Curtis to Lawson Reeves. [Hand-written]
Dear Lawson,
Well the Boys and I arrived home OK had a swell time on Sunday we cut all the logs except 3 on
the trail from Horns Ponds shelter to Bigelow in all we cut 78 logs counting the 15 you cut on the
3 miles down by the road
we got back to the shelters about one o’clock and the boys did not have such a hard time going
down as they did coming up the Boys are all set to come up again and they would like to take
over that 10 miles of trail I am sure that they will keep it in good order
I think that perhaps that we may be able to make some arrangements to camp down at the foot of
the Mt. when it is cold when it is warm we won’t have to carry so much equipment so it won’t
make so much difference we will go to the shelters hope you can read this I ran out of writing
paper
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Did you get your cutters and Louis’ saw all right? I did not think that anybody would touch them
on your car.
September 28, 1950. From Myron Avery.
Memorandum for Louis Chorzempa, Lawson Reeves, Helon Taylor, Marion Park, Jean
Stephenson
Subsequent to my letter of September 22, 1950, Miss Park handed to me Helon Taylor's letter of
September 14th, in connection with the availability of Sheridan Scribner. The letter is as follows:
"Thanks for your letter and best wishes of September 8th. I only hope I can do the job
justice. I like this country very much and I like this kind of work.
About the $100.00, from the C. M. P. Co. Not being familiar with the labor situation over
there right now, I would suggest that the money be sent to Sheridan Scribner, Eustis,
Maine, and let him hire the men and get the work done. Sheridan is one of the Patrolmen
who worked under me over there and has taken over my duties there although he has not
been appointed Chief Warden as yet. He knows the country and who is available to do
the work and I am sure he will see that the job is well done.
Hope you will visit us here in the Park often. Myron is coming up in October and we plan
to go to South Branch Pond."
It will be appreciated that my letter of September 22 and the suggestions as to accomplishing the
Trail relocation was written before I had seen this letter. To save time, (since the season is
getting short) I think that we had better leave it on the basis of Louis taking whatever action is
considered expedient to get the work done. The matter cannot be dealt with now on a long-range
basis and, since Louis is advised that the money is available, I trust he will be in a position to
contact Mr. Scribner or Helon, or do whatever he thinks will move the matter on. I trust that all
will be in agreement with my belief that the matter and the money be turned over to Louis as he
requests.
Miss Park's address is 1228 Eye Street, N. W., Conard Apartments, Washington 5, D. C.
September, 1950. [Hand-written notes by Myron Avery regarding his trip to Maine.]
Legassey
Schoppe
Boyington
Haynes

10.00
53.00
30.00
32.00

Paid at Perham

5.00
26.00
15.00
16.00
52.50
36.25
16.25 (Smith owes)
15.37
.88 due

Debits
36.25

Credits
Pd. Legassey $10.00 – 5.00
Pd. Schoppe 53.00 – 26.50
Pd. Boyington 30.00 – 15.00
Pd. Haynes 71.00 – 35.50
164.00/82.00
82.00
36.25
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½ taxi 1.25

.62
1.50 balance to M.H.A.

S. Smith in the red to $45.75
($1 borrowed given Schoppe with
$1 from M.H.A.)

Bill from Long Pond Camps:
To 2 days
To Tel. and night letter
To boat

$12.00
.68
4.00
$16.68

September, 1950. Trail Reports
TRAIL REPORT
Section 2
DAICEY POND TO RAINBOW LAKE
(Prepared by M. H. A.)
I. PAINT:
Very plain but repaint in 1951. Intensively repainted Rainbow Mountain Trail; used 1-1/2 qts.
paint.
II. A.T. MARKERS:
Renew in 1951 from Penobscot River to Rainbow
III. MILE MARKERS:
IV. TRAIL DATA:
Restore Rainbow Trail data to text; reference to view from west on trail on Rainbow Ledges. See
1947 Trail Report re Little Beaver Trail. Change of Rainbow Lake Lean-to to 19 m. from
Katahdin.
V. BOARD SIGNS:
O.K. Sign 32 at Rainbow Camps is split. Restore Rainbow Mountain Trail to sign list.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
Tappan cleared from Daicey Pond to 4 m. Smith and Avery cleared intensively from 4 m. south
to turn at 5.65 m. (one day). (Haulroad – 0.4 m. - before turn is most ingrown.) Cleared lightly to
ledges for a mile in spruce but, stress this next time. Intensively cleared rest to Camps; 2-1/2
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days in all. Cut overhanging boughs; did opening and widening. All overhanging boughs (except
5.65 m. to 6,76 m.) cut out. Many down trees in Trail. Richards to clear Rainbow Mountain Trail.
VII. CAMPSITE:
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Repaint: River to Rainbow.
2. Install A.T. markers from River to Rainbow.
3. Reclear with particular emphasis - from 5 m. to 5.65 m. (Clear 1 m. north of Rainbow Cliffs,
which was gone over lightly in 1950.)
4. Throw out deadfalls and cut down logs.
TOOLS AT RAINBOW:
l/2 qt. blue paint
1 Scraper
1 Disston-tapered handle
2 Disston shears (old style)--repaired handles;--poor
5 Weeders - used
1 New Weeder
1 Disston new-style handle
(Carton of 9 qts. white paint; 3 brown sent in via Haynes, Sept. 1950.)
TRAIL REPORT
Section 3
DAICEY POND TO RAINBOW LAKE
(Prepared by M. H. A.)
I. PAINT:
Good; renew in 1951. Painted blue side trails to Big Spring and to view at site of former
Rainbow Lake Lean-to.
II. A.T. MARKERS:
Need renewing.
III. MILE MARKERS:
Repainted in 1949 (seemed faint; 1 to 3).
IV. TRAIL DATA:
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Add reference to 2 blue-blazed trails. Change re lean-to (abandoned) and new lean-to (19 m.
from Katahdin).
V. BOARD SIGNS;
VI.CONDITION OF TRAIL:
Smith and Avery cleared from Dam to Camps (eight hours); surprisingly good except in wet
spots. Considerable growth between Doughnut Brook and field. (Very few down logs.)
From Rainbow Dam to Nahmakanta Camps spent 12 manhours on September llth. Took out
many down trees; two left. Bushy on long slope down to Bean Brook. Bad hazel bushes at Bean
Brook. Ends of Section will need more intensive clearing. Tote- road sides growing in.
VII. LEAN-TO:
Best condition yet; except two tin can dumps; sides gone from latrine. Spring sign gone. Roof
leaking. Arranged with H. W. Richards to build a lean-to at Big Spring in October, 1950. Cost $100.00, plus materials—estimated at $40.00. (Change lean-to list and trail data.)
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Repaint.
2. Install A.T. markers
3. Viewpoint sign at lean-to site.
4. Necessary changes in signs and data if lean-to is built at Big Spring.
5. Reclearing: emphasis on section below Rainbow Dam and at Bean brook.
TRAIL REPORT
Section 4
NAHMAKANTA LAKE TO MAHAR CAMPGROUND
(Prepared by M. H. A.)
I. PAINT:
Very good; renew in 1952. (Painted Wadleigh Pond Trail blue.)
II. A. T. MARKERS:
Renew in 1952.
III. MILE MARKERS:
All located; painted in 1949. (See 1949 report.)
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IV. TRAIL DATA:
Checked: Add reference to blue-blazed Wadleigh Pond (U.S.G.S. bench marks: Sand Beach, 652
ft.; Brook crossing, 787 ft.; top of ridge in Wadleigh Valley, 1,018 ft.; foot of Lake, 652 ft.; top
of rise on Nahmakanta Tote-road, 799 ft.).
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Need Wadleigh Campsite (46); 45, split. Nos. 41 and 42 badly needed. Need No. 47.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
From Camps to Wadleigh Farmsite, not worked. To I.56 m, trail good; dozen down logs (watch
beaver flowage on Bean Brook). From 1.56 m. to Farmsite many large down logs; needs day’s
mowing; 3 bad blowdown spots. Farmsite to 4 m. clear. 4 m. to Sand Beach, spent four hours; 2
dozen down logs; many maple sprouts; Prentiss Valley: Alders disappearing; blackberries
coming in place. Around foot of lake is bushy. Need to repaint in several places where trail is
changed.
Restored down-log barricades on Nahmakanta tote-road (left in I949). Five logs on ground
between Lean-to and Tumbledown Dick Brook. Two logs between 8 and 9 m. No others. Threw
out much popple. Briers bad after 11 m. Entire road needs mowing. Debris will continue to fall
in road. Bushy to 9 m.
VII. CAMPSITE:
Blue blazed trail and put in latrine.
VII-a. LEAN-TO:
Roof very rotten. Part of overhang gone. Cleared side trail to lean-to. Structure much used. Cans
being put in dump. Cut bushes around lean-to. Swept off pine needles on roof. Bough beds
around structure.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Reclear Nahmakanta Camps to Wadleigh Pond.
2. Reclear foot of lake and repaint there.
3. Signs at Pollywog Junction and Wadleigh Campsite.
4. Reclear upper part Nahmakanta Tote-road.
5. Cut logs.
6. Repaint and renew A.T. Markers in 1952. (See 1949 Report.)
TRAIL REPORT
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Section 5
NAHMAKANTA LAKE TO MAHAR CAMPGROUND
(Prepared by M. H. A.)
(See 1949 Report)
I. PAINT:
Good; renew in 1952.
II. A.T. MARKERS:
Some installed in I949; some obliterated ones to be removed.
III. MILE MARKERS:
All clear.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
Checked. Add elevations. Mahar Campground, 502 ft.; Twitchell Brook, 497 ft.; Potaywadjo
Ridge top, 837 ft.; Lower Joe Mary at Sand Beach, 496 ft.; at Antlers, 498 ft.
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Signs at Mahar Campground (nos. 54, 55) and Potaywadjo Campsite (56) badly needed. Nos. 57
to 60 O.K.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
Cleared throughout to standard (September l4th and 15th) by Smith and Avery- Worst sections
are (1) north slope of Potaywadjo Ridge from spring to 3 m.; (2) beaver cuttings at head of lake;
(3) corduroy at Twitchell Brook. Potaywadjo Ridge Trail recleared and repainted in 1949. Not
cheeked in I950; reported good. Six down logs to beaver flowage; 2 from flowage to Twitchell;
half a dozen on slope below Potaywadjo Spring; none from spring to Antlers. Many dead poplar
and birch thrown out. Recurring fallen timber.
VII. CAMPSITE:
Installed Potaywadjo Spring Campsite; built fireplaee; put in latrine and blue-blazed trail. Needs
signs.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Install signs at Mahar Campground and at Potaywadjo Spring.
2. Reclear annually.
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3. Check beaver work and throw out down timber.
TRAIL REPORT
Section 6
LOWER JOE MARY LAKE TO YOKE PONDS
(Prepared by M. H. A.)
(See 1949 Report)
I. PAINT:
-II. A.T. MARKERS:
-III. MILE MARKERS:
-IV. TRAIL DATA:
Crawford Pond Dam, 1.218 ft.; Kokadjo Road, 1,220 ft. (1.320 ft. ??); Joe Mary Trail. 580 ft., at
4 m., 594 ft.
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Require signs at Cooper Falls Campsite. (Latrine and tin can signs.)
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
Covered from Kokadjo-B Band Road to Joe Mary Side Trail by Smith and Avery—one day.
Intensive mowing at campground at Crawford Dam. Three down logs from Dam to campground.
Six down logs from Dam to Cooper Falls. The section of the tote-road from the Dam to the Falls
is in the worst condition, requiring more clearing.
Beyond, in the lumbered section, there are many down logs. (In one place, a clump of six
between the 5 and 6 m. mark.) From the Joe Mary Side Trail to Antlers Camps was not covered.
Another bad section is in the alders close to the brook. Otherwise road well cleared except for
blowdowns. Much birch thrown out.
Cheek to see whether Ladd lumber operations occur in 1951 and road reopened, taking out logs.
VII. CAMPSITE:
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Put in Cooper Falls campsite fireplace, latrine and blue blazed trail.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Improve section from Dam to Cooper Falls.
2. Cut out alder section.
3. Eliminate down logs (major operation)
4. Install signs at Campsite.
5. Additional clearing on Joe Mary Trail.
***
JOE MARY SIDE TRAIL:
Spent day on trail with Haynes. M.H.A. painted from approximately 2.5 m. to top. Ax-blazcd
150 yds. from summit to 1950 U.S.G.S. tower. (Wrote Nottage as to elevation.) Condition of trail
bad. Lower end made into hauling road with dense growth of birch. Upper slope has dense
growth conifers.
Intensively painted. Trail requires cutting out sufficient growth on lower slope to open up route.
Is now a rough and laborious trail.
U.S.G.S. tower affords good views.
Bridge over Cooper Brook, with rail, intact.
TRAIL REPORT
Section 9
LONG POND TO BODFISH FARM
(Prepared by M. H. A.)
I. PAINT:
Repainted remaining blue-blazed side trail (0.51 m.) to Chairback Mountain Camps. Repainted
detour around Fourth and Barren Mountains.
II. A.T. MARKERS:
Put in A.T. markers on detour.
III. MILE MARKERS:
Put in mile markers on tower, except there is no number 7.
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IV. TRAILDATA:
-V. BOARD SIGNS:
Smith corrected, in place, signs (8th edition) nos. 120, 121 (2), 123 and 138 (cut off bottom two
lines.). Made new 139. Not corrected, in place, are 131, 134 and 155. Signs nos. 149 and 152 are
O.K.
Installed 134 (earlier version). (Early version of 132 in place; omit 133.) Installed 135, 136 (2),
137 and 139 (Reeves).
Installed 139, 140 and 141 (Reeves).
Installed 129 (Pryor incised), 128 and 130.
Corrected 120 from “13.34” to “14.84 m.”.
121, 122 and 123 (renailed to tree). 124, 125, 126 and 127 O.K.
Need 132 (West Chairback sign) illegible; other half (separate) too small.
Need 145 (Cloud Pond).
VI. CONDITION OP TRAIL:
-VII. CAMPSITE:
Long Pond Campsite: Installed latrine with blue-blazed trail; removed sign referring to Cloud
Pond. Old number 150 left at Perhams.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Clear entire section.
2. Clear the 1.2 m. of the tote-road and the blue-blazed side trail.
3. Correct in place, with black paint, signs 131, 134 and 155.
4. Put in at Long Pond Campsite corrected sign to other campsites.
5. Install new sign pointing to Long Pond Stream Campsite and sign indicating distance to
Campsite on each side (old no. 150).
6. Make new sign for Chairback Mountain Trail.
*****
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

414

CONDITION OF SIDE TRAILS
Chairbaok Pond to Perhams Side Trail
Terrific. Overgrown. Two down and broken spruce and fallen birch. Intensively marked.
No lumbering since 1947. Requires much work from Chairback Road to Third Mountain. Very
bad in lumbered section at base of Third Mountain.
Perhams Side Trail
1. Paint: Very good.
2. Condition: Densely grown first l/2 m. from Camp (3 bad blocking logs). Clear in woods in
middle; lower tote-road clear of bushes; double-blazed turn at 0.9 m. Top bad; much down birch
and needs clearing where start down. New sign on birch post in rocks at head of trail.
3. Work: Clear lower l/2 m. and top.
West Chairback Pond Trail.
Perhams had this and East Chairback mowed in 1948. Ingrown raspberry bushes and alders.
Campground not mowed. Need sign 132. (Tractor road overgrown at 50 ft. from A.T.). Checked
data.
Check report of proposed Draper Corporation operations.
Dore’s Side Trail (Green (large) Blazes)
Upper l/2 m. cut-over practically all the way. Heavily overgrown. Put up sign on tote-road and
top.
Dore’s Side Trail to Perhams
Slash 30 yds. west and 200 yds. east on A.T.
South side of Fourth cut close to top. A.T. used as haul road. Terrific slash. Previous cutting
heavily grown down logs. Followed by blazes on birch. Ghost forest. Fourth to side trail
impassable. Have to find detour. Use tote-road.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 10
BODFISH FARM TO MONSON
I. Paint
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Repainted 1949, by Anderson and Davis. Anderson reports (1950) side trail to Big Wilson Cliffs
and Jim Whyte’s Lookout needs repainting.
V, Trail Conditions
Recleared (June 28 – July 2) by Milton Anderson and Edward Simpson – 40 hours each, paid 60
cents per hour, or $24.00 each. Grass on south end of section cut., Reported large birch down
from Wilson Campsite to Moose Pond.
Cleared Little Wilson Trail.
Trail to Big Wilson Cliff confused by cutting pine; some minor changes made.
VI. Board Signs
Installed sign at Savage’s Mills (No. 165) and at Bodfish Farm (No. 155).
VIII. Needed work
1. Repaint Big Wilson Side Trail.
2. Section from Little Wilson Campsite to Moose Pond has many hardwood sprouts and requires
annual clearing.
Cc to Mr. Henry Childs

TRAIL REPORTS
Section 11
MONSON TO BLANCHARD

I. Paint
Painted in 1949.
1950 Anderson and Simpson worked 12 ½ hours.
V. Trail Conditions
“The Trail was in fair condition. There were quite a few logs across the Trail; worked around or
over them. Also there were quite a few overhanging limbs. There also seemed to be a lot of ferns
in the trail. To cut all of these out.”
Section on old tote-road ½ m. west of railroad tracks requires annual clearing.
Watch to see if post and sign to turn travelers from dirt road, app. 1 ½ m. west of Monson, is in
place.
(See 1949 Report)
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Cc to Mr. Henry Childs
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 12
BLANCHARD TO MOXIE POND (TROUTDALE CAMPS)
(prepared by Jean Stephenson)
I. PAINT
Renewed paint blazes from 9.25 m. (Moxie Bald Campsite) to end of section (16.9 m.)
Renewed blue blazes on side trail from watchmen’s cabin to firetower on Moxie Bald.
II. A.T. MARKERS
None installed.
III. MILE MARKERS
Renewed Nos. 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16. Obliterated old mile markers 10 and 11 which were
approximately .2 m. west of correct markers (which were identified by reference to Trail data).
Old mile marker 14 obliterated.
IV. TRAIL DATA
Checked from 9.25 m. to 16.9 m. No changes. (Discovered some distances in South to
North data had not been corrected when Section was revised and reprinted in 4th edition;
indicated on attached sheets.
V. BOARD SIGNS
Signs put up at Bear Brook landing Campsite: Nos. 181, 182, 182A (Bear Brook Landing
Campsite 50 yds.: pointing left), put up at junction of side trail to campsite with A.T. Latrine and
tin can sign put up at campsite.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL
Cleared thoroughly from top of Moxie Bald to Troutdale Camps, except two small
blowdowns within ½ m. from Camps. (Mr. Ricker said he would take them out in next week.)
VII. CAMPSITES
August 16, Supervisor Hutton had Warden Martin and men clear space for tents, clear
landing beach for boats, build fireplace, etc., at Bear Brook Landing Campsite, and put up
printed Forest Service cardboard sign. M.A.T.C. work crew cleared trail to and prepared simple
latrine and put up signs (See No. V.)
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VIII. NEEDED WORK
Burned area may need clearing next summer; otherwise in good condition from
watchman’s cabin to Moxie Pond. No work needed on top of mountain. From 9.25 m. to 11.49 m.
maple sprouts coming up in spots, particularly between 9.25 m. and 10.54 m. Between 10.54 m.
and 11.49 m. good except in spots.
IX. EQUIPMENT LEFT AT TROUTDALE CAMPS (Copy of list given to Mrs. McNeil at her
request).
(List attached)
September, 1950

TRAIL REPORT
Section 13
MOXIE POND TO KENNEBEC RIVER AT CARATUNK
(prepared by Jean Stephenson)

I. PAINT
Renewed paint blazes from Troutdale Landing to 6.8 m. (Jean Stephenson and Sadye
Giller). Inspected from car blazes from 6.8 m. to Kennebec; all good.
Renewed blue blazes on side trail to summit of Pleasant Pond Mtn.
II. A.T. MARKERS
None installed.
III. MILE MARKERS
Renewed mile markers 2 to 6 inc. Put in mile marker 1 at turn from road into trail. (If
there was one here it was obliterated when the trail was widened into a haul road with bulldozer.)
Obliterated old No. 4.
IV. TRAIL DATA
Checked. No changes necessary, except references should be made to new Pleasant Pond
Campsite, and spring on side trail to summit of Pleasant Pond Mtn. as noted on attached sheet.
V. BOARD SIGNS
Sign put up at 5.78 m., where Trail turns into grass-grown tote-road. (No. not noted:
reads Pleasant Pond Campsite 50 yds. Pierce Pond Lean-to 9.9 m. with reverse arrows.)
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Signs put up at Pleasant Pond Campsite: Maine Forest Service: Pleasant Pond Campsite.
Spring (points left). Latrine/Tin cans (Points left); this made on ground, with brown paint.
Appalachian Trail/Bear Brook Landing Campsite 6.9 m. (points left); this corrected (in camps –
in black) from “Sandy Stream” and “6.58” – O.K.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL
From 0 m. to 2.8 m. good. From 2.8 m. to top of Pleasant Pond needs work. Between 2.0
m. and 3.5 much ingrown with grass and bushes; beyond maple sprouts are coming up badly.
Above 4.2 m. much dead birch obscures trail. From junction with side trail to 5.78 m. good.
VII. CAMPSITES
Sept. 5, Warden George C. Martin and two of his men inspected locality, decided to
locate campsite on the Trail, near stream crossing at 5.75 m. (as there is a large private camp
where road reaches lake and farther along on lake shore is marshy as well as too far from Trail).
Stream selected has never been known to be dry.
Tent space cleared near large hemlock above trail. Latrine locate below Trail, and trail
cleared to it. (It was not blue-blazed, through oversight.) Sign put up however. Fireplace is to be
fixed by Mr. Martin by stream.
All signs put up by Mr. Martin. (See No. V)
VIII. NEEDED WORK
Between 2.8 m. and 4.73 m. (See No. VI.)
October 1, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I received your letter of Sept. 25 with other copies, Fri. the 27th. Also the Manual on Guidebook
technique. I also received on Friday the card from Edroy Curtis of Mechanic Falls which I am
enclosing in this letter. I had delayed my letter concerning their work trip on Bigelow until I had
heard from Mr. Curtis. They had wanted a few days after their work trip to think things over. As
Mr. Reeves and myself last talked with them early Sunday morning (24th), they had not as yet
had a chance to see much of them mountain. We are glad to report that they have decided to take
over the maintenance of a portion of Bigelow as the enclosed card from Edroy Curtis indicates.
As yet he has not specified exactly just where their section would end. I presume, from Bigelow
Village to the top of West Peak, although we can find out later.
I was not able to join them until early Sunday morning at the Horns Pond Lean-tos. But Lawson
Reeves met the group at Wilton Saturday morning and accompanied them on their work trip both
days. Edroy Curtis brought 12 Explorer Scouts with him. Saturday they worked on the 3 mile
section from Bigelow village to the outlet of Stratton Brook Pond. Mr. Curtis with part of his
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group working from Bigelow village, and Mr. Reeves with the rest of the group working from
Stratton Brook Pond toward Bigelow village. They sawed out 30 logs, cleared, and put up metal
markers. A few of these by mistake were nailed with their face parallel to the trail on the end
near Bigelow village. These will be corrected on the next trip. Then later in the afternoon, the
entire group hiked up to the Horns Pond lean-tos. Here, Lawson Reeves put up the board sign
(#235), which he made the past week, “Please Register Here”. He also put up a “Latrine” sign at
the 2nd. lean-to to replace the one made of plywood which was splitting and weathering badly.
Sunday morning, shortly after 6:30 A.M., I joined the group. Mr. Reeves had already left on the
Bigelow Range Trail toward Cranberry Peak Pond. We had decided that since Edroy Curtis had a
large group of boys with him that they could adequately care for the needed work on Bigelow
from the Horns Pond to the West Peak, and that Lawson Reeves and myself could spend our time
to better advantage on the “Bigelow Range Trail”. I spent about a half hour talking with Mr.
Curtis, stirring up my paint, etc. before taking off. If you will refer to my letter of July
concerning work trips on the Bigelow Range Trail, you will notice that there were two miles left
which were nearly impassible. One mile to the East and adjacent to Cranberry Peak Pond and the
other mile to the West from Cranberry Peak Pond.
We painted the trail (Blue) from the Horns Pond lean-tos to Cranberry Peak Pond (2.16 m.) both
ways. And, working towards Cranberry Peak Pond we cleared ½ mile of trail. Another ½ mile
remains to be cleared to reach the pond, but this is now painted. We put in better than 8 hrs. work
on this trail. The trail is in such bad shape along here that ½ mile is all that two men can clear in
an 8 hr. day. At that rate it will require 6 man days to clear the remaining 1 ½ miles, and
additional time to further improve the trail. From the summit of Cranberry Peak to Cranberry
Peak Pond, the trail should be painted within a year or two, and the remaining 1 1/2 miles of trail
that is in such bad shape should have some work done on it soon. A few more years without any
work, and this stretch of trail might be lost. It is quite difficult to follow now, and in the
blowdown area near the East base of Cranberry Peak, almost impossible to trace the footway or
find the old paint blazes. We returned to our cars just before dark.
From the dam at the outlet of Stratton Brook Pond (3 m. – South to North) to 3.39 m. where
watchman’s trail continues ahead, and the A.T. takes the left fork uphill, there is now a bulldozed
road passable by auto. The A.T. swings to the left from this road just beyond the dam (at 3 m.)
going through old campground and following a tote road. It rejoins the new bulldozed road
which it follows for about 150 yds. to the junction with the watchman’s trail at 3.39 m. Mr.
Reeves and I are wondering if it would not be better to relocate the A.T. so that it would follow
this new bulldozed road from the dam at the outlet of Stratton Brook Pond to the junction of the
A.T. and watchman’s trail. It would lessen maintenance, and no mowing would be required here.
The new bulldozed road follows close to the edge of the flowage along here and affords fine
views of the Bigelow Range. The distance would be slightly longer than along the present A.T.
route. Mr. Reeves and I believe it would be advisable to reroute this short stretch along this new
road, if you are of like mind.
From the report on the enclosed card from Edroy Curtis, all the logs except 3, have been cut out
from Bigelow village to the top of West Peak. There are still about 10 logs left between the
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Horns Pond lean-tos and the outlet of Stratton Brook Pond, which are of little consequence and
can be taken out on another trip.
In respect to Floyd Flagg and the “Bigelow Range Trail”. Mr. Reeves and I realize that there are
other more critical areas requiring sponsors, especially in the East. And again, it might not be
wise to assign side trails while there are sections on the main trail still unassigned. Helon Taylor
aroused Mr. Flagg’s interest in Bigelow, and Mr. Reeves followed up with a letter asking if he
would help maintain a section on Bigelow referring generally to the sections on Bigelow. The
side trail (Bigelow Range Trail) was Mr. Flagg’s own choosing. Still, we would like to see some
sort of maintenance, after our efforts to open up this side trail. A mile and a half section in the
vicinity of Cranberry Peak Pond is still nearly impassible. Of course the ideal would be to have
somebody in Stratton or vicinity care for this side trail. Not being acquainted in that vicinity, Mr.
Reeves has been trying to make contacts through Fred Hutchins throughout the summer to attain
that end. So far, without any results.
I will try to get the Bigelow relocation measured this Fall. In your letter of Aug. 24th you said to
start at zero on the road at Bog Brook. This is what used to be old highway 16 below the Ledge
House. About 3 miles of this relocation is to the West of this road going up on Little Bigelow.
And a mile of it is to the East of this road. This latter section I would get by starting at Jerome
Brook lean-to (9 m.), going over the crest of a ridge at 9.56 m., and down to and along the
flowage to the road at Bog Brook.
Now to take up the matter of the clearing of the Bigelow Relocation. I have discussed this with
Lawson Reeves. We know that you are anxious to have this accomplished either this Fall or next
Spring. Due to the uncertainty of the available time which we might have this Fall and next
Spring, we dare not undertake this project. If we did, the chances are that it might not be finished
until late in the summer or even later.
We suggest, that since the Forest Service has previously done trail clearing on Mt. Bigelow, you
might arrange to have them clear the relocation. Or perhaps Helon Taylor, since he has lived in
that vicinity, might suggest some local prospects who could do the work.
The summer has passed all too soon, and since the Labor Day week-end I have been working 6
days a week.
Copy to Lawson W. Reeves
October 2, 1950. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
Hope you don't think my long silence reflects lack of interest in the Trail! merely lack of time to
write or work. Have been driving 75-90 hours per week on my thesis that I've forgotten what
time of year it is... well, almost! Again, I want to express appreciation for having kept me well
informed.
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I have written a letter to Lou Chorzempa (incidentally, hasn't he and Lawson done a terrific job!),
copy of which is enclosed. This will explain part of my dilemma. We do plan to get going and if
all goes well we'll run a trip within the next two or three weeks.
I just talked with Stan Attwood and he said it was OK with him to meet here at the College. So,
if you have no objections, it will be at the Women's Union again, where we met last Spring. I'll
take care of all necessary details. I suspect this will be primarily an officers’ meeting. You name
the time of meeting and we'll be there.
Haven't done anything about the Farmington contact yet, but will have a letter off in a day or so.
Am also writing Maine to see about showing the movies and slides.
Received a disturbing letter from my friend Harry Brook a few days ago. He and Mrs. Brook
climbed and painted Old Speck on Sept, 10. Did both main and side trails. He said, ”We
managed to survive the ordeal, but were extremely tired for a few days. We remembered that Old
Speck was steep but not how steep. We discussed it afterwards and decided that we couldn't
undertake to do it again. It is just too much.” I'm sorry about this, for I had hoped that this would
be a supply which would last four to six years more. Harry is not old, but he apparently feels his
age! How would it be to try Farmington on this project? Perhaps it might get them into the swing
for greater responsibility later, since they seem to be reluctant to “come in.”
See you soon, after your team takes Bates, 26-7 this year! Not defeatist, just realistic!
October 2, 1950. Roy Fairfield to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Lou,
Many thanx for your letter of September 11 with the reports on our sections of the trail. It sure
was good to get an overall report, and particularly one which was as objective as yours. That’s
always the difficulty, trying to be objective with territory with which one is most familiar. You
and Lawson sure deserve a big hand for all you’ve done this summer. I wish I were more
strategically located so as to put in more summer work, but the necessities of my profession tend
to make it next to impossible at the time. If I ever get this work finished up on the doctor’s
degree, possibly I can do more.
I do have one or two questions about your report. You speak of the shortage of metal markers on
our section. Possibly I have been working under some misapprehension. I thought they were to
appear only at places where there might be some confusion, or at intersections of the Trail. Have
I been working on the wrong theory?
Would you pass the word along to Lawson and thank him for his suggestions for getting the
materials in to Sabbath Day Lean-to? I think this will make a good project for some winter’s day.
One reason I had held off writing, aside from being up to my ears in pre-college work, was to see
how much money we could appropriate for Appalachian Trail Work this year. As you know, this
is merely one of a dozen activities we carry on, and I have to be careful of special pleading since
this project affects a small segment of our student body. But, we have met; we have
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appropriated; I think we shall try to get in one trip this Fall, the winter lumber expedition, and the
usual clean-up in the Spring. Do you have any suggestions where we might make one day count
most, with about 10 men working? Would appreciate your suggestions, since you have the Trail
more freshly in mind than I.
I am writing to Myron to offer a Bates room for Nov. 12. Hope we see you then
October 2, 1950. Roy P. Fairfield, Faculty Advisor, Bates Outing Club, to [?].
Dear Sir,
Sorry I don’t know who succeeded Lawrence Wright as president of your organization.
I do hope we can continue the friendly relations we had between our two organizations last year.
I’m sure we gained mutual benefit.
Then, of course, I am interested to know whether or not you are still interested in coming in on
this Appalachian Trail project. We know you agree that it is worth while and hope you can see
your way clear to help us this year. We shall in all probability run a trail trip sometime within the
next three or four weeks and wonder if you’d care to join us if all goes well. Probably it will be
on Sunday October 15. Would you please let me know, so we can make whatever arrangements
would be necessary?
Wishing you a very successful Outing Club year…
October 2, 1950. Myron Avery to Hugh P. Hermann, 347 Vanderbilt Hall, Boston 15, Mass.
Dear Mr. Hermann:
I am replying to your letter of September 23, 1950, addressed to the Appalachian Trail
Conference.
Your information as to the Trail work in Maine being voluntary is entirely correct and there is no
intention, in 1951, of employing full-time paid crews.
We appreciate your comment as to the Trail conditions. As the Maine Guidebook and its
supplement indicate, we have devoted considerable effort to improving the condition of the Trail
in Maine. Our Assistant Overseer of Trails had covered the section on Mountain Brook and had
reported the condition which you had noted. This is very difficult to reach and the lumbering and
summer growth make it hard to maintain. The Bates College Outing Club, which cares for this
section, is fully aware of the problems and hopes that next year matters will be very much
improved. I have sent your letter on to the Club so that it may have the benefit of your comment.
Enclosure – 1
{Mr. Fairfield}
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October 2, 1950. Myron Avery to Division of Distribution, U. S. Geological Survey,
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Sirs:
Will you kindly send to the address given below [Avery at A.T.C.], two copies of your U. S. G. S.
Stratton Quadrangle? These should be charged to the Appalachian Trail Conference quota.
1 shall very much appreciate your courtesy in this connection.
October 2, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I just received a copy of your letter to Mr. Graves concerning the identification of the “Long
Falls Dam Road”. You mention in this letter that one of the sections of the A.T. ends on this
new road. In your letter of Aug. 24th to me you said to start at zero on the road at Bog Brook.
That would be the road which used to be old route 16. It is approximately 1 mile in length from
where it leaves the “Long Falls Dam Road” to the edge of the new lake. The A.T. crosses this
road about 150 yds. from the edge of the lake.
The “Long Falls Dam Road” is the road at Jerome brook. It’s approximately 2 miles from its
junction with old route 16 and the crossing of the A.T. Jerome brook Lean-to is only about a 100
yds. from this new road.
From this new road the A.T. goes up over a ridge and part way down the other side before
striking the new relocated trail. I would guess that you follow the old A.T. for about ¾ mile and
the new relocated trail along the flowage for about a mile before reaching old route 16, making
the distance between the “Long Falls Dam Road” and the old route 16 about 1 ¾ miles by trail.
The remainder of the new relocated trail goes West from old route 16 for about 3 miles up on
Little Bigelow where it joins the old A.T. I have made an approximate sketch of this area which I
am including in this letter so that there may be no misunderstanding. Just to be sure that we have
the right starting point for section #17, is it still the road at Bog Brook (old route 16)? Awaiting
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your reply.

Oct. 2, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Edroy Curtis, R. D. # 1, Mechanic Falls, Me.
Dear Edroy:
I was pleased to get your letter of the 27th. I was also pleased to learn that you were able to
accomplish so much Sunday and that the boys enjoyed it and got along so well going down and
have definitely decided to take over the section. This is an interesting section, it is in good
condition at the present time and if you could get in one good work trip each year, you should
not have any trouble keeping it in shape.
Yes, we got the cutting shears, and Louis’ saw. I had intended that you would keep the two
shears (bush cutters). There has been some misunderstanding somewhere because from Myron
Avery’s letter, he is under the impression that a half dozen shears had been sent to you. You have
a half dozen weeders, this is more than you will need at any one time. I am asking Myron to take
care of the bush cutters and if they are not somewhere along the way, he will get them to you
before spring. Three or four weeders, three or four bush cutters, together with two or three light
axes, and a couple of buck saws; are all the tools that your size group would need. The painting
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of the trail is in good condition as well as metal markers. These will not need renewing for at
least two or three years.
Regarding your camping at the foot of the mountain: There is not fire regulations restricting your
camping. The restrictions is in building fires. There is a possibility that Myron could arrange to
have a camp-site approved at the end of the automobile road (the Junction of the A.T., and the
fire wardens trail) whether or not, this would be of enough use to you to warrant the red-tape that
one has to go through is another question. When the fire-wardens trail came up the other side of
the mountain, the forestry service did have an approved campsite of the end of the automobile
road and encouraged people to use it. Even tho you had a camp at the foot of the mountain, you
would have to have a cook stove indoors to cook on. These are pretty stringent regulations but
they are the laws of the state and have been enacted for the best interests to preserve our forest. It
is to our interest to cooperate in these matters to the fullest extent; as well as teaching the boys
good citizenship. Until such time as there is an approved campsite here, it would be very
convenient for you to use the Campbell Field Campsite on the highway south of Bigelow Station
eight tenths of a mile from the bridge. By doing this you could work from both ends of the three
mile stretch the same as we did this time. Then by driving in to where we parked you could work
up the next two miles or to what is now the 12 mile marker. In this manner you could work the
lower half of the trail of between five and six miles without any packing at all and only about six
miles of driving from the highway campsite. The upper half of the trail is best reached from
Horns Pond shelters. It is not likely that you would ever strike such cold weather as you did the
other time.
I might explain how Louis and I handle our trips: first of all we both like the L.L. Bean pack
frame. After having tried knapsacks, pack baskets and pack harnesses; we like the pack board
better. I have a home made pack board which I used for several years before the Bean board was
placed on the market. A pack frame is easy to make, it is easy to carry, and it can be used to
carry all equipment on just one pack including bedding, mess kit, food and tools. You can do the
same with a pack basket and knapsack by lashing the bed roll and tools on top. Everything
should be kept in one pack so as to keep the arms free. For the boys, a pack of thirty to thirtyfive pounds is plenty heavy enough and even lighter if you can get it. This is a good project for
the older boys to work on this winter, just to see how light they can get it down to and still be
well provided. We take a Boy Scout messkit and cook together. We use can goods, beans. beefstew, spaghetti etc. The reason for this is that we work hard and both want good meals. We do
not use dehydrated foods nor concentrated foods for the simple reason they are hard to get ahold
of and take a long time to cook. Since our time is very limited we would rather carry the extra
weight of the cans and spend the difference in the time that it takes to prepare the food working.
Since we have to travel so far, in order to make it worth while we work long days. We do not
want to spend much time preparing food when we get in to camp. If we were going on a hike of
several days and were not pressed for time we would cook rice, spaghetti, cereals dried fruits etc.
For short work trips we would rather carry the extra weight. Your problem is different. With a
large crowd you can send one of the older boys in to camp early and if you cook in a group, he
can have supper ready when the gang gets in at a specified time. We always eat a cold lunch for
dinner: bread, a can of cold meat for sandwiches, cheese and raisins. We just drink water for
lunch, coffee or tea for breakfast or supper. By having a cold lunch; we can eat right on the trail
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and at the time that suits us best. We have a very small knapsack that we carry our lunch, canteen,
etc. in.
We plan on having our tools in good condition before we leave home, then we are ready to start
when we get there. We carry a flat file and a carburendum stone. Should we nick our axe we can
file it up and whet It. When using the weeders, they continually get nicked. Personally I prefer a
light axe; one of the 2 1/2 lb. heads with a 28 inch handle. This tool will meet all of the
requirements of the heavier types, is easier to carry and easier for boys especially, to handle.
It is too bad that it wasn't a good weekend like last weekend when you were up there. Seldom
will you get weather as rough as what you found. There are always some hardships encountered
on these trips: black flies, mosquitoes, heat, thirst, sore muscles, snow and cold in the spring and
worst of all rain. After overcoming these obstacles one has a deep sense of satisfaction in
accomplishing a good days work.
Louis and I got in a hard day on the Bigelow Range trail that Sunday. It is in terrible condition.
We got about a half mile cleared. There is still much more to do before it is opened up.
I hope that my thought and suggestion will be of some help to you. We all realize that different
people and groups have different ideas and ways of doing things. If we do things a certain way it
does not necessarily mean that it is the best way. If I can be of any help to you at any time in any
way, please feel free to call on me or Louis, either one of us.
cc. Louis Chorzempa, Myron Avery
Oct. 2, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Enclosed find Curtis’ letter and my reply. They were a sorry looking sight trying to pack up to
the Horns Pond Shelters. They took everything except the piano, and no means to carry it. They
learned much on that trip. When I left them Sunday morning, they did not know whether or not
they would accept the section. However they have agreed to take it over and no doubt will keep
it up. Louis will have to keep a check on this for a year or so and see that things are o.k. You can
not expect too much from boys, especially younger boys. The older boys and adults will do most
of what work is done. However, it might be the building of a long range program. These boys are
on the verge of young manhood and might replace us old fellows who will have to give up trail
work in a few more years. I understand from Curtis that Stanley Atwood is somewhat
disappointed that they were not left on Baldpate. This is one of the shortest and easiest sections
to maintain and if the Maine Alpine Club can not maintain this something is wrong, somewhere.
I have heard by the grapevine, that the lumber company has cut the stringers on the trestle over
Orbeton Stream and let one end of the bridge fall down to the channel. I have not been able to
get this confirmed and it might not be right. Griscom is going up there sometime this month and
he will get first hand information. The war between the land-owners and the state Fish and Game
Association catches us in the middle. Griscom has an appointment with Mr. Bancker and maybe
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we can get something definite as a policy. Bancker does not approve of Griscom wholeheartedly
because of Griscom’s fishing activities.
I have another bit of information: some organization or the Selectmen of Rangeley, have made
handsome signs, marking all points of interest along the highway. They have made a beautiful
sign at the highway and Second Sandy River Ponds. This is like the emblem at Horns Pond
shelters, made of logs with the A.T. emblem painted black with a sign "Piazza Rock" on a black
plank with white letters. It is really outstanding. I will try to find out who the sponsors are. I
think you should send them a note of thanks, especially where it was not solicited.
Regarding Floyd Flaggs’ group of Boy Scouts and the Bigelow Range trail: Helon Taylor
sponsored this group. I only carried on at his suggestion after he had moved. Helon and Flagg
had settled on the section before I entered the picture. I do not have too much confidence in this
group, as from what I can gather they are younger. I would expect that most of the work that is
done will have to be done by the leaders. If such is the case it would be better to have them on a
side trail rather than the main trail, until they have had a chance to prove themselves. I have a
lead on another maintaining group. I do not know whether or not anything will come out of it. If
so they would want this Range Trail, too. One thing is sure, after as much time has been put in
on this side trail as Louis and I have put in; someone must take care of it. We cannot assume the
responsibility of keeping it clear, nor can we afford to let all of our labor go to waste, that we
have put into it. Unless this is cleared by next year, it will be almost impossible to follow it
where it is bad. Fred Hutchins has promised to put in at least one day yet this month on it. I can
not get any further commitment out of him.
You mention in your letter to Mr. Graves that "one of these sections ends at the road to the dam".
The section ended at the old route #16, the road to the Ledge House. You should have a clear
understanding with Louis before he measures up there as it would affect his measurements. His
section begins at the "East base of Bigelow". This has always been considered Route #16. There
is a difference of between a mile and a half and two miles here. I think it would be best to leave
the sections as before rather than to change it now.
The rest of my week-ends are taken up for this fall, so that I do not expect to get in any more
trips on the Trail.
cc. Louis Chorzempa
October 3, 1950. Roy Fairfield to [Miss Curtis, University of Maine Outing Club].
Dear Miss Curtis:
Mr. Myron Avery has kept me informed regarding your Blanchard-to-Moxie Pond assignment.
I’m so very glad you’ve been able to take sponsorship for a section, for we do need trail workers
so badly. He has also suggested that I come to Orono for the purpose of “indoctrination”
regarding standard trail clearing practices. I hate to use that word, but I’ll be glad to come to help
in any way I can by showing our Appalachian Trail slides and the movies.
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Assuming I can be of some help, when would you want a meeting for this purpose, this Fall, or
later in the winter, or before things begin to roll again in the Spring? I suspect that the matter of
transportation could be handled more adequately either this Fall or next Spring. I had thought
that I might be in Orono with the team before the game on October 28, but arrangements have
been changed. If I were to come for Friday the 27th, I’d have to have some facilities for staying
overnite. But perhaps this is all very bad to do your planning in advance; why don’t I leave it that
we’ll work out some sort of plan when I hear approximately when you want me to come. Perhaps
we could work a combination Maine-Bates meeting for the purpose of interchanging ideas of a
general nature as well as those concerning the Appalachian Trail,
Again, welcome back to the Trail.
October 3, 1950. Gordon Hunt, Rangeley, Maine, to [Myron Avery?]. [Hand-written]
Thanks for card. The signs were built by Urban Verrill of Rangeley and in a project of the
Rangeley Camp Owners’ Assn., and the various signs are sponsored and paid for by individual
members of the Association.
Would suggest your letter be directed to Mr. Urban Verrill, Rangeley, Maine.
October 4, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron H. Avery, 4551 45th Street, N.W., Washington,
16, D.C.
Dear Myron:
Just a note in a hurry:
Mr. Amos Winter, of Kingfield, was just in to see me. He told me that they have cut one ski trail
half way down the mountain and will finish it up this week.
They have a lease from the Great Northern Paper Co. for the land and for the privilege of bulldozing a road from the highway to the base of the trail. This road will be bull-dozed yet this
winter if the weather holds good, or early next spring. They also need a lease from a Mrs.
Merrow or Merrill, as they cross her land too. They intend to use a large tent with a camp stove
for this winter and then next summer, some camps will be erected.
Their bull-dozed road will leave the highway at the bridge where our trail goes, after a couple
hundred yards they will hit the old woods road from Bigelow that crosses the stream at the old
campground. From there their road will swing south and circle the base of the mountain to the
end of their slope. From what he told me, they will not be anywhere near the Appalachian Trail,
neither will they use our trail or shelter.
The tree that we have our signs nailed to will be bull-dozed out. Amos asked about moving the
signs, and promised to re-install them in a satisfactory manner.
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Should they ever put in a lift, it will probably reach the summit on the plateau at about timberline.
This is where it would be a junction with the A.T. on top of the mountain.
From what I can see, they will not conflict with us in any way. However, in view of your
correspondence with the official of the Great Northern, I thought it best to keep you posted on
this new development.
cc. Louis Chorzempa.
October 5, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Roy:
Received your letter of Oct. 2 and am glad to know that you have received the reports covering
the B.O.C. sections of trail. I wish to emphasize again that a trip in early Spring or late Fall will
not give the same impression as one during the Summer when the green foliage is most
pronounced. Of course the school summer vacation precludes any work trips for the B.O.C.
during this season. It has been a hard struggle to get the trail in shape after the war years. Only
too well do we realize this on our own section (#18), where our manpower has been limited to
two (Lawson Reeves and myself). However, the trail has been vastly improved since the war.
You asked for suggestions where you might make a day count most with about 10 men. There
are several possibilities. This is your section and you should do whatever you think best.
However, Section #21 needs work, concentrating on cutting out the logs. You can get more
accomplished by dividing your group of 10 men into 2 parts, if that is convenient, and having
each group start at opposite ends of the section. From Highway 17 to Elephant Mtn. Lean-to are
about 50 down logs in 5 ½ miles. From the South Arm Road, that group would need to hike in
about 3 miles to get to the spruce forest where there are about 100 logs in a mile and a third. A
two-man crosscut saw is essential for many of these.
In the “Trail Manual for the Appalachian Trail” (publication No. 1) is an article pertaining to
metal markers. An average of 4 metal markers per mile in each direction is customary. This
include placing them at all intersections, just beyond the intersection, on each side of it, at right
angles to the trail so that it is clearly visible from the trail and intersection. They can also be
placed just beyond a sharp turn or any other conspicuous place to bring the average up to about 4
per mile each way. I would not make any special trips just to get the metal markers up, they can
be conveniently put up while attending to more important work like clearing or painting.
Copy to Lawson W. Reeves
October 5, 1950. Rae D. Graves, Consultant, State Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine,
to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your inquiry of September 28, we are not giving any route number to the road which
leads from North New Portland to Long Falls Dam.
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It is generally spoken of as “The Long Falls Dam Road” around here and you are using a good
descriptive name if you use that name.
{Reeves, Chorzempa, Setephenson}
October 5, 1950. Myron Avery to Helon N. Taylor, Supervisor, Baxter State Park,
Millinocket, Maine, Box 488.
Dear Helon:
I am writing to you for advice and help on the matter of the Bigelow relocation.
I have been trying to avoid a situation where the lapse of time might keep the Bigelow trail work
from getting done. Accordingly, as you will remember, I suggested that Louis Chorzempa take
the money, go ahead and make contact with you to get the benefit of your advice, etc. I have just
had a letter from him and he indicates that as he is working six days a week. he feels that he
could not move matters along very fast.
You wrote Miss Park and gave her the name of, as I think, your successor. We are now at the
state of trying to see if the work can be done through him. It would save much time not to have
to approach the Forest Service at Augusta in order to have to get authorization to accept the
money and do the work.
I thought that, since I do not know your successor, that it might work out better if the letter came
from you. I assume that you had in mind that this is something that he would handle on the side.
If you think it would be better for me to write him, I will do so, as soon as I have your suggestion
as to the line of approach. The $100 can be sent on immediately. I had felt that if you would
write him and set up the matter, explaining that you had intended to see it through, that the work
might get underway quicker and be accomplished this fall.
So, it seems as if we are back just where we started, that is asking if you can do what is needed to
get it underway.
I have tried to short-cut matters since I knew that as the fall came on it might be too late and too
cold to get things finished. If you can tell me how to do this or will write directly to your
successor to try to get him underway, it will help us greatly.
Reeves and Chorzempa made a trip to Bigelow over the weekend of September 22-23. The
Mechanics Falls Explorer Scouts have taken over from Bigelow Village to West Peak. The Job
which the 12 scouts did on the weekend trip put this section in pretty good shape. Chorzempa
also did more work on Bigelow Range side trail which your friend, Mr. Flagg, will apparently
take over next summer.
October 5, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa, Box 64, Dryden, Maine.
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Dear Louis:
I have read, with greatest interest, your letter of October 1st, which I am showing to Miss
Stephenson and Miss Park by reason of their contact with the Mechanics Falls Explorer Scouts.
I am glad, indeed, that this project materialized. It is of great help to have had the work done on
Mt. Bigelow, apart from having these people formally assigned to maintenance. That part of the
mountain must be in very good shape.
It is fortunate that this materialized since the thought of taking the Ski Club to Mt. Bigelow has
fallen through. This now leaves unassigned the east end of Mt. Bigelow. I am afraid that the
growth is rather bad between Little Bigelow and the East Peak. In any event, you will see for
yourself, if you have a chance to remeasure it this fall.
I had intended to make clear that the new section would start at the road close to the Jerome
Brook Lean-to. We are calling this the "Long Pond [sic] Dam Road" for sign and Guidebook
purposes. In fact, there are some changes in the section between East Carry and West Carry. The
lean-to is really at 9.1 m. I had intended, if I came up to do any measuring, to start at East Carry
Pond Camps and change all the distances and mile markers to accord with the present situation.
The old measurements have been affected by minor relocations.
I fully agree with your thought that near the Stratton Brook flowage the A.T. should follow the
bull-dozed road. This eliminates problems in marking, maintenance and Guidebook description.
When the section is remeasured there will, of course, be a chance to reflect the increase by use of
the road. There is very little point, when a road comes in, of having detours from the Trail to the
road.
I appreciate your concern over the Bigelow Range Trail and desire to see it reopened so that it
will not be lost. When I was last there it was bad in the blowdown area.
For reasons which would take too long to explain, I concluded it impracticable to put up formally
to the Forest Service the matter of accepting the $100.00 and officially undertaking the work. I
had thought that, since you were to be in the area, it might save time to have you act with full
authority and to make contact with Helon Taylor’s successor. I have decided that the best way of
making progress, in view of the present state of the matter, is to ask Helon whether he will write
to his successor, explaining the situation, and ask him to carry on what Helon intended to do. I
had thought that a letter from Helon might be more effective but said I would write if he felt it
desirable. Apparently, my letter, quoting the communication of Helon to Miss Park had not
reached you when you wrote your letter of October 1.
I take it that Curtis had the six pruning shears which were assigned to his organization. I wonder
whether the six weeders, which the Maine Alpine Club purchased, were also available to him.
With the instructions which you and Lawson gave this group, they should be very well
indoctrinated. It was most helpful that both of you could take the week-end to get them
underway.
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White Cap and the section between little Bigelow and the Kennebec River appear to be our
major problems at the moment.
I am going ahead with the sign list and we will insert, when the data become available, the
distance on the Mt. Bigelow section.
The number of people climbing Mt. Bigelow from Stratton Brook is really surprising. With the
automobile road to the base, this should increase.
To repeat, the zero point at the east end of your measuring is the new road at the Jerome Brook
Lean-to.
I am looking forward to seeing you and Lawson in November.
Copy to:
Mr. Lawson Reeves
Miss Jean Stephenson
Miss Marion Park
October 5, 1950. Memorandum FROM THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
1916 Sunderland Place, N W Washington 6, D. C.
Memo for Miss Giller:
Please insert, In Section 6. both directions, the following:
A short portion of the Trail route in this Section, from the shore of Lower Joe Mary Pond to
Cooper Brook, together with the side trail to Buck Horn Camps, appears on the U.S.G.S.
Norcross Quadrangle.
M.H.A.
October 7, 1950. Myron Avery to Urban Verrill, Rangeley, Maine.
Dear Mr. Verrill:
Travelers over the Appalachian Trail in western Maine have brought to our attention the new,
very artistic sign on Maine Highway 4, pointing to the Appalachian Trail and to Piazza Rock. On
inquiry we learned that the installation of these signs was a project of the Rangeley Camp
Owners Association. We were pleased, indeed, that the Association, in its project of erecting
signs, included the reference to the Appalachian Trail and the route to Saddleback Mountain.
While the Rangeley area is very well known for hunting and fishing, it is of interest to see that
your Association's activities include the other recreational aspects.
This section of the Appalachian Trail is maintained by the Bates College Outing Club and I have
sent a copy of this letter to its director. Professor Roy P. Fairfield.
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Copy to:
Professor Roy P. Fairfield Bates College Lewiston, Maine
Miss Jean Stephenson
Lawson Reeves
Louis Chorzempa
October 7, 1950. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
I was glad, indeed, to have your letter of October 2nd, and enclosure, which I have read with
great interest. We hope that one of these days the education of Dr. Fairfield will be completed
and that he will be able, with the additions before and after his name, to return to a more normal
existence. I hope that the thesis will soon be completed and I could wish that it were directed to
eastern Maine rather than to the Saco area.
I do not believe that there will be over six or eight of us who would get together at Lewiston on
November 12th. A room at the Women's Union would seem to care for the problem. I have to
check the train situation to see when I can conveniently get in to Lewiston. A little later in the
month I can send out a notice to the officers, indicating the time and place. I suppose it will be
somewhere around noon.
I come now to the matter of your letter to Chorzempa. That was certainly a very courteous and
appreciative communication. Reeves and Chorzempa have done a tremendous task in western
Maine.
You have asked about where a Fall trip could be run to best advantage. I have sent you a report
about the perpetual bugaboo--the Mountain Brook area. The conditions are particularly noted in
Chorzempa's reports. It would seem to me that the Fall trip could be put in to best advantage
from Maine Highway 5 to the west. You could cover the matter of the painting and could
perhaps get something done in the way of reopening roughly a side trail to C Pond. Probably
intensive painting is what would help most. Accordingly, on the basis of the available reports, it
would seem as if the east end of this section would be the area to get into.
Now, I want to discuss the matter of the connection on Maine Highway 5. What we are going to
do becomes quite important since I am revising the sign list, which will be finished very shortly.
The offset situation has a bearing on the continuous distances which appear on the signs.
Chorzempa, in his report, discussed this. In principle (these things are sometimes different in the
field), I think well of the suggestion of trying to locate so as to eliminate the offset. Perhaps you
could go through the woods directly opposite where the Trail from the east hits Maine Highway
5 and come in to the bull-dozed road. If we make a direct connection we would eliminate the
offset and reduce the distance by one-tenth of a mile. The distance from the new start of Maine
Highway 5 to where you hit the A.T. might be a little less or more than the distance over the
previous route. We would, however, ignore that so as to avoid small changes and the necessary
change in the signs, mile markers, etc. The matter is important from another aspect. That is that
we are revising the manuscript for the Maine Guidebook and I would like to correct this section
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at this time. You would have to take with you the detailed trail description and write us as to
what changes would be required.
This is one of those things that has to be worked out on the ground but, if it is feasible, I would
say that the controlling principle would be to eliminate the offset and take advantage of any new
construction to lessen maintenance problems in this swampy, bushy area. It may well be,
however, that you will decide that in using the new road, you still have to have the offset on the
highway.
I am wondering whether there would be any point in our trying to run up and make this
relocation on Monday, the l3th, if you were in a position to get away. It may be, however, that
you would have your Fall trip before that time and that the whole problem would have been
solved. I rather imagine that you would plan on having this trip in October, before the weather
becomes too bad. In any event, this relocation project seems to be No. 1 priority.
We still have no sponsor for the east end of Mt. Bigelow. The Mechanic Falls Explorer Scouts
take over from Bigelow Village to East Peak. In addition, there is the area from the east base of
Mt. Bigelow to the Kennebec River, where Clark's maintenance has fallen through for the past
two years. Accordingly, the best use of the Farmington contact (if it should materialize) would
be on the east end of Mt. Bigelow or on either side of the new Long Falls Dam Road.
I am glad to see that you are going to be able to carry through the indoctrination of the
University of Maine group. I would suggest that you would leave that until you finish with your
thesis.
As far as the Brook situation is concerned, we will simply have to write it off. Apparently, he
undertook too much. In any event, the painting of the A.T. and the side trail are a distinct gain.
I will appreciate your letting me have your thought in connection with the relocation at the
crossing of Maine Highway 5 at your early convenience.
You spoke of the use of markers. Theoretically, you were quite right. They were used at
intersections where board signs do not appear. However, for identification and publicity purposes,
we use about four or five to a mile in each direction. Where there are few intersecting trails one
would otherwise go a long distance without this reassuring sign. Probably these sections would
be improved by using some additional markers.
October 7, 1950. Myron Avery to William Hilton, General Manager, Great Northern Paper
Co., Bangor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hilton:
I refer to my letter of August 24, 1950, in. connection with my discussion with you at Bangor of
the matter of a ski trail and the Appalachian Trail route on Mt. Sugarloaf.
We have received word from our Trail maintaining organizations that some of the local
participants in the ski development are about to undertake the construction of a bull-dozed road
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to the base of the proposed ski trail and have reported that the Ski Club has obtained a lease from
the Great Northern Paper Company. This was under discussion when I saw you at Bangor.
Apparently, the point of departure for the proposed road from the highway is at the point where
the Appalachian Trail leaves the road.
In view of these developments, we would appreciate very much ascertaining the exact restriction
placed upon the Ski Club against any interference which you said would be inserted in the lease.
It may be that the Great Northern Paper Company does not own the section where the proposed
road would leave the highway. Your advice on that score would also be very much appreciated.
I assume that the Maine Guidebook, which I referred to in my letter of August 24th, duly reached
you. We are sending, under separate cover, a copy of the September, 1950, issue of Appalachian
Trailway News, which has on its cover a photograph of the restored Cable Bridge. The towers
are now painted white; otherwise the structure is identical.
We shall very much appreciate your courtesy in advising us on the point of our inquiries.
cc: Miss Stephenson, {Reeves, Chorzempa}
October 7, 1950. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood.
Dear Stan:
I have a letter from Roy Fairfield, who says that he has talked with you and that those of us who
can assemble at Lewiston on the 12th of November will meet in a room at the Women's Union.
I suppose that, by reason of train and automobile connections, some time around noon would be
the most convenient hour.
What is your situation?
I will send out a notice to the officers and to Clark later in the month.
An inquiry from Lawson Reeves, in connection with the indoctrination trip, which he and
Chorzempa ran for the Mechanic Falls Explorer Scouts, leads to an inquiry. They apparently did
not have any pruning shears. I had arranged to have sent to you half a dozen shears with handles
for delivery to this group if they assumed a section of trail. Did the shipment miscarry or are you
withholding delivery for further word? If so, they have notified Chorzempa and Reeves that they
will formally take over a section from Bigelow Village to the East Peak. This would seem to
make in order the delivery of the shears. Presumably the weeders, which they had, were those
supplied by the Maine Alpine Club.
I am looking forward to seeing you on the 12th.
cc: Lawson Reeves, Louis Chorzempa, Jean Stephenson
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October 7, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I am answering your letters of October 2nd and 4th, which I have passed on to Miss Stephenson
and Miss Park, by reason of the information contained.
I thought that your letter to Mr. Curtis contained a good deal of sound advice. This problem of
carrying over-heavy equipment is one which is a major problem in Trail travel. We are going to
keep stressing it in Appalachian Trailway News and, if space permits, Miss Stephenson may find
some or your advice to Curtis of value.
Dealing with the points of your letter.
I have written the Rangeley Lake Camp Owners’ Association.
We have also eliminated the misunderstanding by Chorzempa through my inadvertent reference
to "Bog Brook". In western Maine, traveled highways form our trail section boundaries. It is a
matter of beginning and end of the trail sections rather than having reference to the scope of
Chorzempa’s activities. It might be that one could still reach the trail coming up through the
abandoned Route 16. That, however, is subject to considerable fluctuation and the road, which
will be maintained and traveled, would form the appropriate section terminus.
I approached the Forest Service with respect to the additional campsites on the ground of
completing the chain in Maine and I would be reluctant now to go back so soon for another
campsite, particularly since it is not needed on the A.T. chain. These people are Maine residents
and can, consequently, build their fires without encountering the prohibition of the Guide’s law. I
think that their problem could be worked out by obtaining permission of the Chief Firewarden. I
think we might let the matter rest with this suggestion to them in connection with their special
trips.
I have just had my attention called to the fact that in my letter to Chorzempa, in trying to clear up
which road I meant, I used the term "Long Pond Dam Road". I am sure that Louis understands
that I mean the new road and I hope that my letter, which will arrive before this, will not put him
to the trouble of asking me to clarify the matter.
I have read, with greatest interest, your report as to the development in connection with the
Sugarloaf Ski Trail. I wonder where the money is coming from for this work. Perhaps they hope
to eventually reimburse themselves if a full-fledged project develops. I did not feel it diplomatic
to make further inquiry from Mr. Hilton as to his commitment on the lease. This situation,
however, affords an opportunity. I think it highly desirable to try to learn the specific situation.
So, using the opportunity that you have furnished, I have written to Hr. Hilton. I enclose a copy
of my letter.
Perhaps Winter's trip, to make inquiry of you, was to make amends for the Bigelow episode. It
might have been inspired by the lease situation if the lease contains the promised provision. At
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any rate, I have great difficulty in understanding why the road has to start so close to the Trail
that the tree with the sign must be removed. There should be room enough for separation
between the two routes. The bull-dozing may even put debris into the Trail. Winter’s activity on
the sign point might be independent of the lease situation. Whatever he feels as to whether he did
us any injury on Bigelow, we do have the result of having to clear a path in brush and small
growth for a mile each year where there was once a self-maintaining Trail. That detriment is
permanently left with us. With the Sugarloaf Development, I take it that the trail cut for skiing on
Mt. Bigelow will be abandoned.
It could be that the Northern received assurance from the Ski people that there would be no
interference and, consequently, thought that there was no necessity of covering the matter in the
lease. In any event, it is well to know exactly how matters stand. After I have Mr. Hilton's reply,
if the matter develops to that point, 1 see no reason why you should not inform Winter that we
have a definite commitment from the Northern that there will be no interference on their land.
Why we cannot have a distinct separation of the beginning of the A.T. and the bull-dozed road is
a little difficult for me to understand.
I note that the new Rangeley Quadrangle shows the new lumber road and the lumber camps, thus
recording the latest development.
We will know more about this situation when we get together on the 12th.
Copy to:
Miss Jean Stephenson
Mr. Louis Chorzempa
October 9, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Subsequent to my letter of Oct. 1 concerning the clearing of the relocation at the East end of
Bigelow, I received your Memorandum of Sept. 28 with Helon Taylor’s suggestion of the
availability of Sheridan Scribner. At my first opportunity (Sunday, Oct. 8) I went up to Eustis to
see Mr. Scribner. After some discussion of the relocation I considered that perhaps it would be
best to have him look over the new trail and make an estimate of the cost and time required to
clear it. This he agreed to do at his first opportunity and he will notify me and also you (I left
your address with him). He has a man that would work with him, and if the present dry spell
eases soon, might be able to do the work yet this Fall. At any rate it would be finished next
Spring. I did not mention the amount of money that was available. And if his estimate is within
the $100.00 that was appropriated from the C.M.P. Co. I will have him go ahead with the work.
Otherwise I will leave the decision up to you. I told Sheriden Scribner that, if he does the work,
Miss Marion Park would be the one to send his bill to.
P.S. Before mailing this letter today I just received your letter of Oct. 5. You may have already
written to Helon Taylor to have him write to his successor, Sheriden Scribner, explaining the
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situation concerning the clearing of the relocation. You might inform Helon of the action already
taken as I have not communicated with Helon as yet but had intended to do so as soon as I had
heard from Sheriden Scribner.
When I first discussed the situation with Mr. Scribner he thought off-hand that two weeks might
be required for two men to clear the trail. And he said that he worked for about $6.50 a day. So I
told him that a week would be nearer, and that perhaps it would be better for him to look over the
trail and send an estimate of the time and the cost to you and to me. I thought that it would be
better to find out if the time and the cost would be within the amount appropriated before telling
him to go ahead with the work.
Copy to Lawson W. Reeves
October 9, 1950.
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(Note 300 copies (unbound) included in Maine Guide with result $75 from sale of Guide is really
Katahdin Reprint.)
October 5, 1950
1,100 delivered –
400 held at Strasbourg – insured
Copy: Miss Marlon Park
Miss Jean Stephenson
Miss Giller (information only)
October 9, 1950. A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was very pleased to receive your nice letter of September 24, especially concerning the
cooperation given by members of our department.
October 10, 1950. William Hilton. Manager of Spruce Wood, Great Northern Paper
Company, Spruce Wood Department, 5 State Street, Bangor, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sending you herewith sketches* showing as near as we can tell at this time, where that ski
trail will be located.
There is no outstanding lease as yet, although we have told them that we would give them a lease.
They are having difficulty now with the Merrow Estate and I am not too optimistic that it will
ever be developed. There is very little of it that is anywhere near your trail and we will see that,
when it comes to the final leasing of it, your trails will be recognized and taken care of.
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{* I will have the sketch at the meeting. The Merrow Estate owns ½ m. north and south of
Bigelow Village; the first ½ m. of A.T. crosses it. M.H.A.}
CC: Stephenson, Park, Taylor, Chorzempa, Reeves, Fairfield, Sawyer

October 10. 1950. By Myron Avery:
NOTES IN CONNECTION WITH TIIE NINTH REVISION OF THE
SIGN LIST FOR THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
This is a preliminary run of the Ninth Revision of the Sign List, prior to the re-measuring of the
Mt. Bigelow section. When that has been measured, Section 17 will need be re-run and some
changes made in some references to Katahdin and the Maine-New Hampshire line.
Officers are asked to check over the terrain they know and advise of any errors.
Two copies are sent to Louis Chorzempa, so he can fill in the blanks on Sections 16 and 17 and
return one copy of these sheets.
The matter of indicating any needed signs west of Section 18 is left with Mr. Chorzempa.
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October 10, 1950. Myron Avery to H. W. Richards, Proprietor, Rainbow Lake Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Richards:
I am sending to you, under separate cover, the pamphlet recording trips in the Katahdin country,
which I spoke of as containing the first account that I have seen of a visit to Rainbow Lake. It
appears on page 26 of the pamphlet.
I think you said that you thought you would have the work on the lean-to well underway in
October. I am hoping to hear that good progress has been made. I am anxious to see it done this
year since we are working on changes on the Guidebook, signs, etc.
Due to what you said as to the worn-out condition of hikers who try to reach the lean-to from the
Katahdin Stream Campsite, we decided to put up a framed notice on the Cable Bridge. A copy of
the notice is on the attached sheet. We will have to do a lot of changing things around if the plans
for the lean-to do not materialize.
Our luck on the weather held after we left Rainbow. We only had rain for half a day during the
entire two weeks.
We plan very definitely to have a crew at the Camps next summer to repaint the white-blazed
trail, as well as do the clearing. I hope that you have had a chance to clear the Rainbow Mountain
Trail and see the view from the ledges on the north side.
With best regards to yourself and Mrs. Richards,…
October 10, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Grill, Jr., 37 Ridgebrook Drive,
West Hartford, Connecticut.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Grill:
I was glad to have your note of October 6th and the postcard. I am glad, indeed, that you have
found The Appalachian Trail literature of interest. The bibliography in the Maine Guide indicates
some items which make very pleasant reading. The Hubbard and Steele publications have a good
deal of historic material. Incidentally, Steele, as well as Theodore Winthrop were from Hartford
and New Haven, respectively. They will make fine items for these long winter nights.
Since you appreciate these items, I thought you might find similar pleasure in a pamphlet which
we have added to the available literature. This is the story of several excursions to the Katahdin
country before the 20th Century by one to whom these trips were an outstanding source of
enjoyment. I read and re-read them with regret that I, too, could not have seen these areas in the
stage which Witherle describes. The pamphlet has gone forward under separate cover.
On my second visit to Long Pond Camps, Mr. Smith and I rerouted the trail to detour Fourth and
Barren Mountains. I still have to complete the intensive marking in Gulf Hagas.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

442

EXCHANGE

I was interested in your suggestion of the Katahdin rule with respect to smoking. As a nonsmoker, I would probably be thought biased in this approach. I fear that the habit of commuters
and automobilists in throwing cigarettes away carelessly is hard to overcome. It is difficult
enough to obtain the exercise of ordinary caution. Publicity, such as the Forest Service has given
their Maine and other woods has done a great deal toward increasing forest fire consciousness.
We stress it in all of our publications but we have a long ways to go. I am interested in the flytying venture. I am afraid that I would not have sufficient skill for this art.
October 11, 1950. Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street, Oakland, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
1 should apologize for not answering your letter of August 27 sooner. Have been well tied up,
with one trip to New York, and several to Boston, which has made it impossible for me to get in
any trail work, or even let you know what you might reasonably expect from me. The one weekend that I might have gone to White Cap failed to materialize because of lack of tools. I stopped
in at Clark's to get them and found that he had just turned them over to Reeves. I picked up two
weeders and two pruning shears last Sunday from Lawson in Wilton, so I now have what 1 need.
Three weeks ago we were on Sugarloaf but didn't get to the top because of ice and snow. A week
ago we were in at West Carry Pond.
The White Cap area is so remote, that I hesitate to say I can do anything there. Might it not be
more feasible for me to try to get in some work nearer by? I understood Lawson to say that Clark
had the section from Ledge House through to the Kennebec. If so, and none of that is assigned,
why might it not be a good idea for me to take over a piece of that trail? How much one man
ought to undertake is questionable, but I should think a modest amount would be all I would care
to try at first. There is some work needed on the section from Jerome Brook to the West Carry
Toteroad; a lot of small maples are growing like grass and need to be weeded out, there are a
number of down trees, and the paint job could well be renewed. Perhaps I could take over that
small section, and also plan to do some work west of the Long Falls Road both clearing on the
new section and maintenance later. Shall plan to attend the meeting in November, of which I
assume I may have definite notice as to date and meeting place, when we can go over this in
detail. In the meantime, if I get over there again, will take along some implements and get some
of the stuff out of the footway.
Am staying in Oakland most of the time, only returning to Saco for a few days once in a while.
October 11, 1950. Myron Avery to Roger D. Freeman, 3215 Netherlands Avenue, Riverdale,
New York 63, New York.
Dear Mr. Freeman:
I think we are now in a position to bring our correspondence with respect to utilizing your mapmaking talents to the point of practical application.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

443

We are engaged in revising the two-color Maine maps #5 and #6. Each has two tracings. Because
of the extent of corrections and changes it is difficult to do this work at a distance. When the
tracing has been corrected to reflect the geographical situation we usually find that if it is recopied there can be slight rearrangements of the names and other improvements so that the final
product is very much superior. In addition, some of the changes which are corrected by use of
the "white ink" are not always distinct.
Accordingly, I have sent you under separate cover the corrected tracing of Map No. 5, in order
that you may proceed to make a duplicate which will be a perfect tracing. You will readily note
where improvements can be made. Names can be shifted where they are on top of streams,
rearranged, etc.
You will see much abbreviation. We want to write out the words "Pond" and "Brook". Mountain
is always abbreviated as "Mtn."
Since we are dealing with the matter at a distance, it will be necessary for you to give your new
tracing a most exhaustive proofreading to make sure that nothing is omitted or left in error.
If we can have the finished tracing by January 1 it will be in ample time. When you return the
tracing you should hold the one we are sending until you learn that the other has reached us.
Then we will avoid the possible loss of both tracings. They should be wrapped so as to prevent
any possibility of damage.
The Conference will, of course, reimburse you for the expense of any material purchased,
postage, etc. You would make out a slip in that connection.
I will appreciate your letting me know that the tracing has been safely received.
The relative sizes of type should be adhered to.
Under separate cover: Tracing of Map No. 5
October 11, 1950. Myron Avery to H. H. Zesiger, Little Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Zesiger:
I am writing you in connection with the Trail description and map of the West Branch Pleasant
River area which appear in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE.
A copy of the green-covered 1942 edition was sent to your camps and you are on our mailing list
to receive our publication, Appalachian Trailway News.
During the summer I was at Long Pond Camps working on The Appalachian Trail. I put in one
day on the Gulf Hagas trail system. We had a number of board signs to mark the features, such
as the various “Jaws”. I also attempted to re-paint the entire trail very intensively but only
succeeded in painting from The Hermitage to the Main Jaws. Since you are close to the Gulf I
imagine you have gone over the trail and know its condition. There are many side trails going to
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viewpoints which are easily overlooked. I tried to mark all of these side trails and put in
“Viewpoint” signs.
I was surprised to find how much the Pleasant River Tote-road had deteriorated since I was there
in 1945. You know how bad the condition is since Mr. Perham told me that you had been down
to The Hermitage. He also said that you might bring your telephone line down the tote-road.
When your predecessors were at the camps, I came up the old road and measured to Big Lyford
Dam. We are correcting Map No. 5 in the Guidebook and I am forwarding you under separate
cover a print of the tracing which shows the features. We are not too sure about the roads and
trails around Horseshoe and Baker Ponds and it would be of great help if you would check this
part and mail the print back to me.
There may have been some changes since I measured along the tote-read. I have had some doubt
as to whether the statement about the forks immediately below the dam is correct. I am enclosing
the page from the Guidebook which gives these distances. It would be of great help if you would
check this over and tell us of any errors in that connection. The section of the road above the
head of the Gulf as far as the dam was in very bad shape when I traveled it. When the repainting
has been finished the Gulf trail should make an interesting excursion from your camps for people
who want to do other than hunt or fish.
It would be of help to us if you could send back the enclosure and print at your earliest
convenience, and to let us know if our guidebook is still at the camps.
October 11, 1950. Note for Appalachian Trailway News
Of late, the surface of Maine has been altered to an increasing degree by water storage projects.
The Wyman Dam, in the Kennebec River and the Long Falls Dam on the Dead River have
resulted in enormous lakes in lieu of peacefully flowing streams. Another development of
momentous consequences is underway in the Penobscot West Branch south of Katahdin. The
Great Northern Paper Company has begun work in connection with the building of a power dam
on Debsconeag Falls. The dam will have a 45-foot head and several miles of dikes will have to
be constructed. Portions of the road from Millinocket to Katahdin Stream will have to be raised
to a considerable extent. In conjunction with this project, power will be developed at Ripogenus
Dam and a transmission line will connect the two dams. The Penobscot West Branch has long
been a favorite portion of the Maine woods. With this development, there will disappear another
historical landmark of the Maine wilderness.
Maine Appalachian Trail Club Member and Supervisor of Baxter State Park Helon Taylor has
made excellent progress in continuing the program initiated by the former Supervisor, Harold J.
Dyer. Mr. Taylor has concentrated on completing the work at the Roaring Brook Campground.
Six new lean-tos have been added during Mr. Taylor's short tenure of duty.
The new addition of the Geological Survey of the U.S.G.S. Quadrangle appeared in September,
1950, which serves to supplement the M.A.T.C. Katahdin Region Map, which covers a wide
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terrain between the Penobscot East and West Branches. Due for publication in 1952 are the
U.S.G.S. Norcross and Millinocket Quadrangles.
October 13, 1950. Roy Fairfield to Eleanor Jacobs.
Dear Mrs. Jacobs,
Would it be possible to obtain the Maine Appalachian Trail slides by Wednesday, October 25? I
have an opportunity to show them.
October 13, 1950. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
Many thanks for your long letter. 1 have arrangements made for having the meeting in the
Women’s Union, anytime between 10AM and 2PM. Shall await more specific details regarding
time.
We are running a trip on the Trail next weekend and hope we can make some impression from
Highway 5 West as you suggest. 1 shall make an effort to straighten out the Highway 5 offset as
efficiently and accurately as possible since I shall be going on this one with the students, come
hell or low thesis! If, however, I cannot seem to fix it so it makes sense, I shall save it for our
joint attack on Monday, Nov. 13, I have received permission to be away if it is necessary.
No word from Farmington or Maine as yet. They certainly take their own sweet time in
answering letters!
Hope we can find somebody to take over the Old Speck chore; but, as you say, what is done is
done! We ran an all-college mountain climb over Old Speck last Sunday with 55 making the trip.
The leaders said the trail and painting were perfect. It was a gorgeous day, clearing just before
the ascent. Wanted badly to go, but had to sacrifice desire for the thesis; great fun!
A word pertaining to specific accomplishment. Last Sunday, three of the boys wanted to do some
work on the trail, so I directed them into Section 20 from the Highway 17 end. You may recall in
my report of last Spring I said I did not like the condition of the trail from the Boat Landing at
the West end of Long Pond to Sabbath Day Lean-to. The three of them worked from 8:30 to 4,
and did about one-half of the distance. They went on to the lean-to and took measurements of the
roof. Two of these three fellows intend to spend their Spring vacations up there fixing that roof.
They’re terrific workers, Myron, and I am sure they’ll do a good job. The fellow who is
chairman of this area of our OC activities is without question the most conscientious and
ambitious worker we’ve had with the OC for some time. He has relieved me of much of the
responsibility of details re: both cabins and trails.
{See you soon.}
October 14, 1950. Myron Avery to Clair Sawtelle, 121 High Street, Oakland, Maine.
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Dear Clair:
I am glad to have your letter of October 11th.
In the absence of hearing from you, I had begun to wonder whether your situation, unfortunately,
could have developed so that the freedom which you had expected did not materialize. I am glad
to know that it did not.
I was under the impression that I had written you, saying that you would have to get tools from
the cache which is temporarily with Reeves. If not, I failed to carry out my expectation.
It seems incredible (from the temperature here) that snow should keep you off of Sugarloaf in
September.
I am informing Miss Park and Miss Stephenson that your address is to be changed from Saco to
Oakland.
I agree fully with your thought as to a Trail assignment which will be conveniently reached from
Oakland. Since Clark has been unable to work between the Kennebec and Bigelow, your taking
over a section in that area would be of much help. We can discuss this on November 12th but, it
would seem to me, that an area east from the Long Falls Dam Road would be quite logical. From
the road to the East Peak of Bigelow still remains unassigned. Further, if time and your ambition
permit, you might extend to East Carry Pond. You can investigate the approach from the road up
the Kennebec River, which will carry you within two or three miles of East Carry.
The Storeys at West Carry Pond are very delightful people and you will want to make their
acquaintance.
I am still greatly concerned over White Cap because of the need of work to avoid losing the
benefit of all that was done there in 1949. Perhaps it would be possible to make one special trip
to the area, in addition to assuming some section in the vicinity of Long Falls Dam Road.
The Bates people have reserved the Women’s Union, the place where we met last time. My
thought would be that around noon would be the most convenient hour. Will that allow you
sufficient time to get in from Oakland?
I will send out a notice to the officers a little bit later. I am glad, indeed, to hear from you again.
Miss Stephenson: Please pass to Miss Park – Please note change of address.
October 15, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Enclose clipping from today’s Lewiston “Sun”. Thought that maybe Jean Stephenson might want
to use some of it for the Traiiway News.
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I do not know whether or not old Henry, as we called him, did belong to the Appalachian
Mountain Club or not, but he did belong to the Maine Alpine Club and was active before the war.
He was a pillar of strength in laying out new trails and in clearing trails. Within the past two
years he got notices of their annual meetings. Of late years old age prevented him taking any
active part in any activities.
He was also a member of The Eastern States Mountain Club, from Portland. Prior to the war, this
club was very active and took in extended trips throughout all of new England. They also did
trail work on the A.T. in Maine. What has become of this organization? Has it folded up? If not
they would be a good prospect for maintenance work on the A. T. again.
At the age of seventy two, Old Henry climbed thirty five mountains that summer. He has
accompanied you on your trips. I believe about the last trip that he ever did was when he became
exhausted from Bigelow to Redington Pond camps, with you. The past year he has been an
invalid most of the time.
His son and daughter-in-law and two grand children belong to our Wilton Outing Club.
[Clipping:]
HENRY P. JUDKINS
WILTON—Henry P. Judkins, 83, died Thursday at a Manchester convalescent home, where he
had been confined the past year. He was born Oct. 8, 1867, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Judkins. Mr. Judkins, who was employed 24 years as a caretaker at Kineowatha Camp, Wilton,
was a member of Wilton Lodge No. 156, F. and A.M., Livermore Falls Lodge. I.O.O. F.
Appalachian Mountain Club, Maine Alpine Club and North Chesterville Grange. His survivors
include a son, Gerald W. Judkins, Wilton; two sisters, Mrs. Ada Gordon, Chesterville; and Mrs.
Hattie Knowles, North Leeds; four grandchildren and five great grandchildren.
October 15, 1950. Theodore F. Brigham, 15 Rogers Street, Newton Highlands 61, Mass., to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I understand that you and your organization wish to learn who built the Cloud Pond Lean-to on
Cloud Pond, Barren Mt., Elliotsville Plantation, Maine. It was built by myself, Joseph D. Tatum,
and William Anthony in the summer of 1948.
For approximately 10 years we have maintained a campsite there. The lean-to itself was built in
3 days. Then we arranged with a flying service in Greenville to drop the cedar shingles from a
plane into the pond.
Since 1948 we have added a rough table and a stone pit fire place by the lean-to.
The total cost of materials and plane rental amounted to $27.19.
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We would be very happy to have users of the Trail stop at the lean-to but would appreciate not
having its presence made public in the “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine”.
In the past we have left things at the lean-to (frying pan, etc.) and have returned only to find
them destroyed by gunfire.
We are summer residents at Deerfoot Camp on Onawa Lake.
If you are in that area at anytime stop in and say hello.
I will appreciate hearing from you.
October 16, 1950. Eleanor Jacobs to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Prof, Fairfield:
I regret to have been delayed in answering your letter of 2 October 1950 asking for the Maine
Appalachian Trail collection tentatively for the weekend of 27-29 October 1950, and also for a
definite date on 25 November 1950. The delay was caused by the fact that this collection has
been undergoing a revision and renovation, some of the slides being replaced, a few revisions in
the lecture, cleaning, some remounting of slides, etc., and I hoped that this would all be done in
time to send it to you by the 27th of October. However, this will not be possible, so I am sorry to
say that I will not be able to send it to you for the 27-29 October weekend. However, I believe
that the date of 25 November will be all right. I will write you in a few days confirming this date
after the regular A. T. staff meeting tomorrow night at which time I will find out the extent of
any further work to be done on the collection desired by Mr. Avery and Miss Stephenson before
it can be sent out. I hope that you will not be inconvenienced too much by not having the slides
on the weekend of the 27th.
The reel on Trail Technique is out of town at this time and has been for some time. Scheduling
on this is a little indefinite as I believe some work is being done on this by an out of town
photographer.
October 16, 1950. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Friend Myron:
Taken as a whole, I hope this will be good news.
First, I must resign as Secretary. I have been told to drop everything I do not have to do.
For a week I have been laid up at home. Two days of nausea, hearing gone in left ear, and
entirely off balance without being dizzy. That is, in the little walking I have done the past week, I
find myself occasionally taking a step in the wrong direction. This may all have been due to
seeing Bowdoin beat Tufts. Whatever the cause it has left me in position so that I do not wish to
feel responsible for a single thing except my job—whenever I get back to it.
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Now for the good news. I understand from a phone message from Ovide J. Theberge, who was
instrumental in getting the Mechanic Falls Scouts interested, that he talked with some of the area
officials last night and there seemed to be some indication Explorer Scout participation might
mushroom; that other troops than Mechanic Falls felt they were being left out. I don’t know how
correctly he gauged the situation but he hasn’t been wrong previously.
Theberge inquired about the possibility of a meeting at which somebody could talk on trail work.
They would be interested in standards and methods, and in the trail as far as the Ledge House, I
should judge.
I believe the trail work film, sectional maps, a half hour talk ought to do the job. And I would
suggest a Sunday P.M. meeting at Bates, as you have it scheduled tentatively, and that every
emphasis be on the Explorer Scout work, and that the entire P.M. session be limited to not more
than two hours. I would say 1:30 to 3:30 ideal.
Roy Fairfield talked with me and I said Bates was O.K. for the locus operandi.
The weed cutters I ordered from Kentucky came just in time for the Scouts’ Bigelow trip. The
pruning shears came too late, but have been delivered. The extra heavy handles have not come.
I see a prospect of super-service from the Scouts in this end of Maine if we can get them
interested. Since the Mechanic Falls boys under Edroy Curtis were prime movers, I hope
nothing occurs to push them aside.
It may be Katahdin Area Scouts would fall in line if something big could be done from Carlo to
Bigelow. Maybe things will come out O.K. despite my inactivity and John Clark’s withdrawal.
Also, despite the headache you surely must have by now from attempting to decipher this.
To save time, why don’t you write Theberge and suggest your ideas for the afternoon of Nov. 12,
enclosing or not, as you desire, a copy of this letter. If one goes to him, Reeves, Chorzempa,
Curtis, and Canham should get copies.
I have some MATC stationery which I will hold until you tell me what to do with it.
Ovide J. Theberge
125 Holland St.
Lewiston, Maine
October 17, 1950. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
I have read, with great interest, your letter of October 13th.
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Perhaps I may have over-emphasized the desirability of avoiding an offset on Maine Highway 5.
I am glad, indeed, that you will be there, for it is a problem which will need your hand to solve.
What I wanted to say is that if use of the graveled road, plus an offset, eliminates maintenance
problems and makes for a cleaner trail going west, by all means, use that route.
I do ask that you check the Guidebook description and give us what is required to make an
appropriate correction. You can guess sufficiently accurately what is the length of any offset.
I will write in sufficient time, fixing the meeting between the limits you mention. I am awaiting
response to one or two inquiries.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
October 17, 1950. Roger Freeman to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery,
This is to notify you that I received the tracing in good condition today, and will start work
immediately. I have, at present, just one question concerning the map. Whose name do I put
down as Delineator, Mr. Hauck's, or mine?
That's all for the present.
October 18, 1950. Sheriden Scribner, Maine Forest Service, Eustis, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
I have received Helon Taylor’s letter and yours so will give you some idea of the situation at
“Little Bigelow” concerning new trail around the flowage area. I have also talked with Mr.
Chorzempa a couple of times.
I went onto Little Bigelow so as to get some estimate on time and cost of the job to be done. It
will probably take more time to do this than expected before. Mr. Chorzempa measured this
section from “old trail” across from Ledge House to “old trail” on Little Bigelow and reported it
to me as being about four miles and eighty seven hundredths (4.87). this seems to me some
longer than he expected. I would hardly expect the amount set aside for the job would not be
enough to do it properly.
Therefore I have decided not to undertake the trail work on that basis. However, possibly we
could help you out later when our seasonal work is finished for the Forest Service.
With weather permitting Patrolman Wing and myself could put in a week’s work on the Trail
covering the entire “section”, getting the worst of the brush and logs leaving some for later
“touch up work”.
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If this does not meet with your approval it will be okay with myself if you make other
arrangements for the job.
{Helon Taylor, Louis Chorzempa, Lawson Reeves, Clair Sawtelle}
October 18, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Sunday, Oct. 15, Lawson Reeves and I measured the new relocated trail at the east end of
Bigelow and put in the mile markers. It would have been better to measure the trail after it had
been cleared, but we wanted to be sure that it would be done this Fall. We were careful where the
going was bad and it should be fairly accurate. If the trail does get cleared yet this Fall, I
probably would get a chance to recheck the measuring for accuracy.
First we measured the distance from Jerome Brook Lean-to to the Long Falls Dam Road. This
is .06 m.
For section #17 we started at zero at the Long Falls Dam Road. The distance between the Long
Falls Dam Road and former old route 16 is 2.25 m. following the old A.T. for .85 m. and the new
relocated for 1.4 m. Then west from old route 16 to the junction with the old A.T. on Little
Bigelow it is 3.47 m. The distance at this point is 5.72 m. Thus we have 4.87 miles of new
relocated trail that needs to be cleared. (This had previously been estimated about 4 miles.)
The junction point is identical with about 2.6 m. on the trail from the Ledge House. We reached
the 3 m. marker at 6.11 m.
We have put in the first six mile markers and painted out the old 3 m. marker with white paint
for the time being. The distance on the old Trail from Jerome Brook Lean-to to route 16 at the
Ledge House was 1.47 m., plus .14 offset on old route 16, plus 3 miles to the 3 m. marker,
making a total of 4.61 miles and the distance from the Long Falls Dam Road over the new Trail
to the 3 m. marker being 6.11 plus .06 from the Long Falls Dam Road to Jerome Brook Lean-to
making a total of 6.17 m. Thus the Appalachian Trail will now be 1.56 miles longer than
formerly due to the relocation.
Then Monday, Oct. 16, I completed the short relocation near the Stratton Brook flowage. This
was described in my letter of Oct. 1. The Trail was rerouted along the new bull-dozed road
which follows along the edge of the flowage from the dam at the outlet of Stratton Brook Pond to
the junction of the A.T. and the new Forestry Service trail to the lookout. This road is passable
by auto. I browned out the paint blazes on the old trail and removed the metal markers. The old
route was .26 m. and the relocated route .32 m. This relocation lengthens the A.T. by .06 m. Thus
Section #17 from the Long Falls Dam Road to Bigelow Village would now be 20.22 miles.
I also stopped in to see Sheridan Scribner again. He had gone over most of the relocated Trail
with his patrolman, Sat. the 14th and also had Helon Taylor’s letter. He seemed to be of the
opinion that $100.00 was insufficient to allow them to do a real good 1st class job. I told him that
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if they put in the time that their rate of pay would allow them for this amount, that it seemed as
though the Trail should be well cleared. I suggested that he should write to you explaining his
plans and what he could do for that amount and that you would decide if he should go ahead. Mr.
Scribner said that they would not be able to start for at least a week or more anyway, and if the
weather prevented their finishing it this Fall that they would complete the work early next Spring.
There are a coupla sharp turns and a few places where the Trail could be straightened a little.
This Mr. Scribner would do when clearing the Trail. The distance would not be appreciably
changed. Since he could not start on the clearing immediately, and in view of the situation, I
decided that it would not delay matters any to have Mr. Scribner write to you. He planned to
write Tue. Oct. 17. You may have his letter by this time.
Enclosed is a description of the new trail route. You may need to revise and condense it. Also
check for any errors. Mr. Reeves has copied these for me with his typewriter.
Copy to Lawson W. Reeves
October 18, 1950. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Director, State Parks, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I received, this morning, your telegram saying that you would be available for a trip to the north
portion of Katahdin on the 28th, 29th and 30th. This is a fine selection of dates, since it fits in to
my schedule. I am glad to have the word now since tomorrow I have to go to Lubec for two or
three days. Except for the fact that the hunting season has opened, this should be a nice time of
the year.
I will probably not receive your letter before I leave Lubec but I have made reservations to go,
by plane, from Washington to Boston, on Friday afternoon, the 27th, and to pick up the 9:30 P.M.
train out of Boston and get off at Sherman.
From what Helon has written, I am hoping that he will have no difficulty in making his
arrangements to join us on this week-end so that he can get the benefit of your first-hand
knowledge of the north end of the Park. I take it that, between the two of you, you will have the
kind of transportation that can get in to McCarty Camp.
My offer on the plane transportation still holds. My only interest is to take out sufficient time to
remeasure the Trail to Horse Mountain and to Burnt Mountain. I suspect that the data are not
correct, particularly in view of what Dr. Rogers wrote as to Horse Mountain.
I suppose that we will spend Saturday and Sunday nights at the Shin Pond House. This should
give us an opportunity to see Dr. Rogers also.
Since I am leaving town and need to get a measuring wheel into someone's hands, I am sending a
copy of this letter to Louis Chorzempa, asking that he send the wheel to you at Augusta on
receipt of this letter. This means inflicting on you the burden of bringing the wheel to Sherman
with you. I am asking Louis to send it at once, express prepaid, so that it will arrive in ample
time. I will return it to him from there.
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If there are any changes in arrangements, 1 will find word from you on my return and I take it
that you and Helon will work out matters between yourselves.
I am looking forward to this trip and hope that the weather conditions will be favorable.
Copy to: Louis Chorzempa, Helon N. Taylor
Note for Louis Chorzempa:
I am sorry to have to trouble you in this connection and hope that this is not a week-end when
you want the wheel for use on Mt. Bigelow.
We find that if the wheel is wrapped up in some fashion with paper, so as to form a package, the
charges are only one-fourth as great. Sending an uncrated wheel is expensive. If you will send a
note of the charges to Miss Park, she will make the refund.
It will be of great help to me to have you do this on such short notice. This does not alter my
commitment with respect to my November 12th meeting. M.H.A.
October 18, 1950. Myron Avery to Theodore F. Brigham, 15 Rogers Street, Newton
Highlands 61, Mass.
Dear Mr. Brigham:
I am pleased to have your letter of October 15, 1950, in connection with the Cloud Pond Lean-to.
You do not indicate whether your communication was prompted by learning of the inquiries
which I made when I was in the region in the summer of 1949 and saw the Lean-to for the first
time or whether there came to your attention the letter which I wrote to the people who were
reported to me by Mr. Noyes of Onawa Lake as interested in the project.
I am glad to learn the story. I congratulate you and your associates upon a very neat and wellbuilt facility and the choice of a most interesting location. I recall the sign--tendering hospitality
and asking that the shelter be left in good condition.
If you did not see my letter, I should say that the Forest Service had authorized a public campsite
at Cloud Pond and it was in the process of blue blazing this trail that I discovered the Lean-to
had been built. While probably you would experience no difficulty, the designation of the
locality as a public campsite relieves you, as a non-resident, from any breach of the Guide laws
in lighting fires.
The matter has become somewhat academic since, as a result of the intensive lumbering on
Barren Mountain, the trail has been relocated so as to detour Barren and Fourth Mountains. It no
longer follows the ridge crest. The marking is broken at both ends. However, this trail was
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recleared this summer and will, no doubt, be followed by local residents. This is particularly true,
in view of the building of the firetower on Barren Mountain this fall.
Our trail workers reported that the sign, which I installed in 1949, indicating the Lean-to had
been wrecked. You, of course, are familiar with local conditions and know that the damage at
your structure is caused by local individuals and not through hikers using the Appalachian Trail.
Trail hikers, for instance, do not carry guns. Our Guidebook lists all the public campsites along
the trail in Maine, as does a Forest Service folder and the State Highway Maps. Consequently,
from our experience, we can say that the use of the Lean-to by bona fide hikers should not cause
any concern and it is, of course, these people who would learn of it in the Guidebook. If the trail
were on the crest of Barren Mountain, it would very much handicap a through hiker not to be
told of its presence.
Since it will probably be a long period before the trail can be restored to the crest of Barren
Mountain, our interest in the campsite has lapsed but I am glad to know the story.
I am sending you an extra copy of this letter and copies of a publication on the Appalachian Trail,
which you can send to your associates.
Enclosures (under separate cover)
2 copies this letter (enclosed herewith)
3 copies Publication No. 17 (separate cover)
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without being signed, in his absence, in order to avoid any
delay.)
October 19, 1950. Herb Zesiger, Little Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written] {Refer to A.T. News}
Dear Mr. Avery:
First of all I must tell you that “the Trail” is of great interest to Mrs. Zesiger and myself. We read
with interest every article we get pertaining to it. We especially enjoyed the write-ups in National
Geographic during one of the months of the past year.
We had noticed the new paint and signs on the trail about the Hermitage, and I feel with a little
“bushing out” is about all the trail needs. I have extended my telephone line to the Hermitage and
also have a connection with Long Pond. In doing this work, I took off many “blow downs” and
really do not consider the trail too bad for foot traffic.
You spoke of the roads and trails around Horseshoe and Baker Pond in the fifth paragraph of
your letter. Now my ability as cartographer is very limited and it would be difficult for me to
make any corrections or additions to your map. However some weeks ago I managed to make a
tracing from some aerial photographs of that region which I believe to be the best yet of that
section. You will note I have a tote road directly to Mountain Brook Pond. This is passable to
Jeep and light trucks. I make several trips a season in a ford truck, with provisions etc. for a
camp we have there. Also you will notice that the Baker Pond outlet empties into Mountain
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Brook Pond. This is contrary to most maps, but since it is from a photograph it cannot be wrong.
Also your map shows the old Seaboard Camps on Horseshoe Pond, now the camps I know about
are S. E. to Baker Pond and are still in fairly good condition. I have been there in last two weeks.
There may have been another of their camps as shown on your maps but I do not know about
them. One other addition which I did put in your maps is a Tote Road from the dam, which is
directly behind our camp on the West Branch, directly the white trail which leads to the
Hermitage. I have covered this part of the road and the Trail and it is not too bad.
On your map you show Baker Brook as the outlet of Baker Pond, this I believe to be in error as
Baker Brook is three miles out our Road toward Kokadjo and has no connection with Baker
Pond. This would be an easy mistake to make.
You spoke of the trip from our camp to the Gulf. This is indeed a nice trip and I may add we
have inclined many of our guests to take the trip in the last several years. It is difficult to realize
that a spot of such scenic splendor is so little publicized.
The Guide Book of which you spoke is still at our camp, only some thoughtless guest has taken
the map of our section from the book. I have read the page (8-13) which you sent and to my
knowledge the distances are correct. Also the information. I am sending the tracing to you for
whatever use you may be able to make of it. My only request is that you return it after you have
finished with it. As it will no doubt be after we have closed our camp for the season I wish you
would return it to me at P. O. Box 386, Toms River, N.J.
The next time you are in our section I wish you stop at our camp as our guest and I might be able
at that time to spend some time with you on the trails in this section. At least we have some
excellent fly fishing which you may enjoy.
If there is any further information which I might be able to give you do not hesitate to write me.
You have our best wishes for continued success in your Appalachian Trail Project.
[Herb and Becky Zesiger bought the camps in 1950 but sold them in 1951.]
October 21, 1950. Eleanor Jacobs to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Prof. Fairfield:
Am sending the Maine slides today by Railway Express. Hope that they arrive in time. You may
keep them until your showing for 25 November 1950.
October 21, 1950. M. P. Curran, 47 B Street, Manchester, N.H., to Executive Director,
Bates Outing Club, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
My dear Sir:
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I am collecting material for an article on the Snow-shoe Clubs of New England, and am
contacting college Outing Clubs in this area for any additional information relative to the amount
of use—of any—of the snow-shoe in their activities.
I realize that this is rather a vanishing sport—the ski’s the thing—but am culling all possible
sources of information, and hope you may have some positive data for me. For any help, I shall
be deeply grateful.
October 23, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I am sorry to be have so [sic] long in replying to your letter of October 17th. Mail nowadays is
very slow, especially in Washington, so it did not reach me promptly. Then Franklin Durr, to
whom the reel belongs, was away for a couple of days. I finally talked to him last night.
He will be very glad to loan the film, but says for me to remind you that it needs a good
projector. I told him you had arranged for the projector when it was used last April and he said
that was O.K. then, as that projector hadn’t hurt it any. I know so little about movies that I don’t
quite know what he means but probably you do. Is it something about a fan or cooler or
something like that? Anyhow, he says the kind you used before is all right.
He is getting ready to move but said he would dig out the film from where it was packed and
leave it at my apartment in the next few days. I will send it to you, parcel post, special handling,
right away. That being the case, you should get it early enough for a meeting anywhere in the
early part of November. I would sort of suggest, though, knowing the delays that might come up,
that you plan on the last part of the first week in November or even the next week if you can!
When you have finished with it you can send it back to me, parcel post insured.
Would you want the Conference work trip reel also if it is back by that time? If so, let me know.
Just now it is in New York, giving helpful hints to Mitchell Associates in connection with the
State Department movie for German consumption.
Myron tells me your thesis is on Saco. That sounds most interesting. I wish it had been
Limington or the Bigelow area, however, for I am interested in both of those. One of my projects
is a town history of Machias, but it may not materialize for I have so much else on hand!
October 23, 1950. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
I’ve been thinking lately that it’s time we conceived some sort of a modern counterpart to the
classical “Veni, vidi, vici.” How about, “We went, we sawed, and we came home lame!” At any
rate, that is the way I feel about it today.
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At 5:30 yesterday morning, we called the roll at breakfast table to learn that the 14 students and 3
faculty members who agreed to go on the trip were on deck raring to go! With this 100% start
on a cold, humid, gray day, we figured we couldn’t go wrong, especially with such rib-stickers as
fried eggs and rolled oats tucked away. We divided three ways as follows:
Two of the faculty members, doing their first work on the trail, took two fellows and two girls
into section 20 to complete the widening of the trail from Long Pond camp to Sabbath Day Pond
Lean-to. Added to the work reported in my last letter, this puts section 20 into fairly good shape
except for the repairing of the lean-to and the inevitable summer growth.
Six of the most rugged men we could muster, ranging from Phi Beta Kappa material to the most
determined frosh football player, went into Section 21 from Highway 5. In weather which was
alternately rainy, foggy, and snowy (but consistently cold), these fellows cross cut about 100
logs from the highway to within a quarter of a mile of Elephant Mt. Lean-to. When they came
out of the woods last night, it was nearly pitch black.
Meanwhile, with three women and another fellow, I made the relocation on Highway 5,
discussed in our correspondence and outlined in the two enclosures. We really had very little
difficulty in cutting across from directly opposite the exit of Section 21 to the newly-bulldozed
road. I think that the new path is as scenic as the old and eliminates the offset as well as the
necessity for repairing that ramschackly bridge which the CCC built so many years ago. The
section where the graveled road re-joins the old section will bear watching, but I think in general
that the set-up is better than before. Having completed the relocation by 1 o’clock, we, too,
pushed into Section 21 to improve the trail between the 9 and 8-mile markers on the right bank
of Black Brook. I’ve never been satisfied that we had the best kind of trail through here. So,
swinging our axes freely and using the clippers and paint brushes more carefully, we have in my
judgment a class A trail from Highway 5 to the old damsite on Black Brook.
Needless to say that the dinner which Maryllyn had prepared for the crew tasted even better at 9
last nite than it would have at six or seven! We really felt as tho we had accomplished
considerable. Considering our accomplishments for 1950, I think we are more of less free to
hammer hard on Section 22 next Spring while taking into considerations the recommendations of
Chorzempa for roughing off some of the edges on the other three sections. I’m still dreaming of a
relocation across Sable Mountain to eliminate that next-to-impossible Mountain Brook area. I’ve
studied the topographical maps carefully, but I’d like to talk about it on November 12 when you
come up. If we could get this, plus the C Pond Bluff trail, completed next Spring, I think we’d
have less cause to be embarrassed about our section.
We were pleased to see the report I wrote in the recent issue of Appalachian Trailway News. I
think that both Miss Stephenson and yourself will be glad to know that Hebert published the
article I wrote for the Maine Pine Cone. It appeared in the Autumn issue. It covers all phases of
the impact of the Maine scene on Bates students, but the AT comes in for a sizeable portion of
emphasis. You might also tell Miss Stephenson that we are helping her from a publicity point of
view this week with two events. One took place this morning when the president of our Outing
Club spoke of the responsibility which we have in working on a project which transcends the
limitations of our camp. On Wednesday nite, we are going to show the slides to those interested.
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My hopes in this particular matter go beyond the moment and the mere material working out of
the 41-mile problem. I sincerely hope that many of these students will actively engage in hiking
and trail work wherever they may settle on the Eastern coast.
Will see you the day after Bowdoin comes in second in the Maine State series! ie. after Maine!
Undated from Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Myron,
I shall make no effort to re-phrase the Guide Book, but some comment might be made about
joining the bulldozed lumber road after leaving Highway 5, turning left after passing over the
brook and going up the graveled lumber road through the ravine for about 70 yards, before
turning sharp left.
I should say that we have double blazed this with care, going both ways, have put up metal
markers at crucial points along the trail going both ways. This refers to both new junctions at
point A and B on the rough sketch I have made above. The old trail has been browned out, of
course, and both metal markers and wooden signs taken down. Taking your suggestion, we have
moved the sign on Highway 5 (can’t find the list to give you the number at the moment) from the
old entrance to the new entrance of section 22. The offset signs have, of course, been removed.
I hope I have anticipated all your questions, but please let me know if you need more information.
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October 23, 1950. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Last Saturday, the 21st, I received the copy of George H. Witherle’s journal which you sent me
with the compliments of the M.A.T.C. To you and to the club I am truly grateful. I thank you
both. Naturally that evening I was, in imagination, deep in the woods of Maine in autumn 50 to
70 years ago. Two of my neighbors climbed Katahdin in the summer of 1896 from Norcross via
the West Branch to Abol Stream, hence up the Abol Slide. I am sure that they will enjoy reading
Witherle’s journals as much as I did.
Earlier this month I received your letter and enclosures. Thank you for those too. Now that the
trail from Rainbow Lake to Katahdin Stream is in good condition I believe I should be able to
maintain in that shape by a reasonable expenditure of time and effort annually. I shall be glad to
paint the blazes from the West branch to the lake next summer and to take care of posting the
new signs at Baxter Park.
Last summer I looked at the signs as you requested and I saw no reason why your new sign can
not be fastened over the old sign by drilling a hole in each corner and bolting the two signs
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together. I am assuming that the new signs will be the same size as those now in service. I would
need 4 galvanized bolts with the necessary nuts and washers per sign. These bolts to be
somewhat longer than twice the thickness of the signs. As further protection against weather I
assume that I should carry up some white paint to cover the exposed heads, nuts, and washers.
There is plenty of white paint at York’s. Last summer I used two quarts of blue but didn’t touch
the white or the brown.
As for the proposed sign about “going light” I am in accord because of my own observations and
experience but I wonder if the place for such a sign shouldn’t be at Katahdin Stream as you leave
the road to cross the stream. At the start, while he is still at the base and able to lighten his pack
either by leaving non essentials there or by sending them out via the road would, in my opinion,
be the better place for the sign. Attention could be called to the camp site on the West Branch at
the same time and place. Another spot for this information might well be where the trail leaves
the road in York’s yard. Last summer the sign on the rail beyond the Cable Bridge pointing to
the West branch campsite was in good condition and readily visible. I will keep it in mind next
year.
In connection with proper outfitting for trail travel can not some thing be done to help the
woman. My observation has been that the man was far better equipped than the woman as a
result she was unable to enjoy the adventure.
Next year I will try to meet the Richards at Rainbow Lake. I suspect that the day I [was] painting
and he was on the blue blazed trail I was eating my lunch on the shore of Clifford’s pond. That
was the only time I was off of the trail. I was on a flat rock opposite the bare ledges a few
hundred feet from the trail.
October 24, 1950. From Myron Avery, President.
MEMORANDUM FOR THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
CLUB, INC.
Earlier, I had suggested that it might aid our dealing with Appalachian Trail matters in Maine if
we had an informal gathering of such Officers who could be present at Lewiston on Sunday,
November 12th.
The Bates Outing Club has very graciously ratified our self-tendered invitation. Roy Fairfield
writes that he has reserved a room at the Women's Union, the place where we had the day
meeting last April.
This is not in any sense a scheduled meeting. It is just an informal gathering. Those who can
attend are, of course, free to bring interested people as our purpose is to advance matters. I had
said that I would indicate a date at a later time. I have checked the situation and the advices
received indicate that twelve o'clock noon would be the most convenient time. I would imagine
that our discussions would occupy some two or three hours.
I am very sorry to have to advise you that I have just received a communication, indicating that
our Secretary, Stanley Attwood, has experienced a physical relapse. His physician has
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preemptorily ordered that he eliminate all activities. This, to our regret, necessitates Stanley's
relinquishing his office as Secretary of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. I understand that the
medical prohibition does not keep him from attending any session where he has no
responsibilities or duties and I have urged him to be with us on November 12th as a guest. He
has promised to attend all possible sessions.
To conclude, our informal gathering will take place on November 12th, at 12 o'clock noon, at the
Women's Union, Bates College, Lewiston.
Copies to:
John W. Clark
Clair Sawtelle
0. J. Theberge
Sidney Tappan
Seymour Smith
October 24, I950. Myron Avery to S. R. Scribner, Maine Forest Service, Eustis, Maine.
Dear Mr. Scribner:
I have been in Maine (my own State) and, on my return, I found your letter of August 18th. I
hope the delay in answering will not push back the possibility of having the Trail work finished
this fall. There are many things which happen these days and we are most anxious to see the
route open.
We realize that it may not be possible to have the type of trail that would result if one used our
weeders and pruning shears or the Forest Service bush scythe for the entire distance. Our primary
purpose is to get something open and readily traversible. The polishing-up and refining can come
later when the route is open. This explains the basis on which we were working.
I am not quite sure that I understand exactly what you mean as to the basis of doing this work. If
I have understood your letter, you mean that you would not want to guarantee doing a polished
job for the entire distance for the sum of $100.00. You are, however, willing to work with
Patrolman Wing for a week, cutting the brush, logs and trees. This would open up the route. I
would guess that you mean 5 days by a week and this would be a 10-day-man job. I think you
told Mr. Chorzempa that you would work for $6.50 a day. This would mean $65.00 for the
week's work. We have the $100.00 and we would be willing to have it used on this basis if you
can put in more than a week's work. However, the $100.00 is the absolute ceiling and we could
not incur any more expense than that. If you put in only a week's work we would have some
money left that we could use later. Your check would be forwarded immediately on receipt of
your advices as to the time worked. As far as putting in the time and the type of job are
concerned, we are satisfied to rest it on Helon Taylor's statement that you will do a good and
satisfactory job of whatever you undertake. That is enough for us.
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I may have misunderstood what you had in mind but, in an effort not to lose any time, I have
tried to make this letter cover the situation so that you could go ahead, if I have correctly
understood you.
I hope that I have the correct slant on this for we are very anxious to see this sufficiently open for
travel as soon as possible. A week's work by two people, such as yourself and Wing, should
leave a pretty fair route.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Helon Taylor. I expect to see him this week-end as we are
making a trip into the northern part of the Park.
Copy to:
Helon N. Taylor
Louis Chorzempa (With copy of incoming letter)
Lawson Reeves
“
Clair Sawtelle
“
October 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa, Box 64, Dryden, Maine.
Dear Louis:
On my return from Lubec I found your letter about the measuring of Mt. Bigelow and the typed
trail corrections.
As usual, you are very much ahead of us. Probably you have not yet received the sign list.
There is a good deal in your letter which I would like to comment on but, in view of a surprising
accumulation of letters, 1 am going to let the matter rest for oral discussion at Lewiston on
November 12th. We are proceeding to fill in the blanks on the sign list and that should be
available at that time for comment, etc.
I assume that my letter, asking you to send the wheel to Harold J. Dyer, Director, State Parks,
Augusta, Maine, was received and that you were able to comply with the request.
To save inquiries, perhaps I had better say that in the list of signs to be made I did not include
those referred to in your report since they would be handled separately.
It helps us tremendously to know the change resulting from the Bigelow relocation so that we
can finish the work on the sign list.
Copy to:
Lawson Reeves
Jean Stephenson

We will prepare a set of revised data on Mt. Bigelow
for you. Have filled in the blanks on the signs. New sheets
will be sent you.
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October 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Orvide J. Theberge, 123 Holland Street, Lewiston,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Theberge:
Just before leaving for Maine, I received a letter from Stanley Attwood, setting forth his
telephone conversation with you in connection with expanded activities of the Explorer Scouts
on The Appalachian Trail. I also talked with Stan by telephone from Portland.
I was very pleased that our meeting at Lewiston last April had borne fruit in the formal
assumption of maintenance of a section of trail on Mt. Bigelow by the Mechanic Falls Scouts.
We are indebted to Messrs. Reeves and Chorzempa for arranging to join the Scouts and
indoctrinate them in the work. They reported that the boys did a very excellent job. It was,
perhaps, somewhat tiring for some of the lads who were carrying heavy loads. Now that we have
this Mechanic Falls assignment made definite, we hope that the interest will spread among other
Explorer organizations. Stan wrote me that you thought it was an opportune time to explore the
participation of other groups in this program. He had particularly in mind that something might
be done at our meeting at Lewiston on November 12th.
The meeting at Lewiston is not a meeting in the usual sense of the word. I will be in Maine on
that day and we had intended to have an informal gathering of such officers as could be present
to talk over matters and save letter writing. I had thought that there would be not more than half a
dozen available.
By reason of his illness, Stan asked that I take the matter up directly with you. He thought that
perhaps we should not wait for the scheduled April meeting but try to get matters under way in
November. The time is so short that this may not be practical. Accordingly, in keeping with
Stan's suggestion, I am writing to ascertain who you had in mind to attend, etc. Stan thought that
we should show the Trail reel movies and talk on Trail problems.
It may be that this could be handled to better advantage at the April meeting when we would
have publicity, many people present, etc. If there were only one or two officials of the Explorer
Program present, we could readily talk with them during the afternoon, furnish information, etc. I
do think that with the limited program intended that we would be hard pressed to develop within
the short time available a program which would be of interest to the older boys. However, Stan
felt that it would be preferable to check the possibility at this time. If it seems inadvisable to
schedule anything at this time, perhaps the most satisfactory thing would be to have the group
meet with you at a definite time, say, 2:00 o’clock in the afternoon and we could discuss the
situation and arrange for future plans. The meeting is to be held at the Women's Union, Bates
College, Lewiston. Roy Fairfield can answer any particulars.
Unfortunately, I will be away from Washington from October 27th through October 31st. This
does not leave much time for any correspondence and it would seem to me the best thing would
be to leave with you decision on what you decide would be practical. In any event, I think if
there is this interest to be developed that it would be preferable to meet with you in the afternoon
of November 12th.
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Copy to: Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine
October 25, 1950. Halson and Ida Richards, Rainbow Lake Camps, P. O. Box 201,
Millinocket, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Expect you must have thought I broke my arm; possibly both arms, as I have been so slow in
answering your letter and other mail received. Anyway think this will bring us up to date.
First, want to thank you for the maps which we received several weeks ago. Just what we needed
for the cabins.
Received a box of paint (12 cans) which we will take care of for you.
Very pleased to get the booklet you sent of early explorations of Katahdin. Have not had a
chance to read it yet but am sure it’s going to be very interesting, many thanks for sending it up.
In reply to your letter concerning the new lean-to—It’s all built, but not yet on the new site.
What we had to do was build the lean-to on the shore at the lower end of Rainbow. We just
tacked it together very lightly and now we will take it apart, and raft the whole works in a couple
of trips to the new site, and put it together up there. As you remember there was no lumber
around the new site and we had plenty down at the lower end of Rainbow. Outside of the labor
the only other expense will be 196 ft. (I made it 200’) of boards and two rolls of roofing paper,
and flying this in from Millinocket Lake. I believe one trip will do it O.K. I am not sure but
believe it will figure less than we figured when you were here. Expect to have it all completed by
this Sunday. You will have nothing further to worry about regarding advance notices being
printed. Will also see that there are two double springs which we will raise on polls a little above
the ground, also a good hewed log for a seat running full length inside across front. Also, toilet
and place for rubbish and fireplace.
Am leaving this letter open and giving it to pilot of plane Gene Legassey to enclose his bill for
flying and the bill for lumber. The lumber is charged to me. You can send me the full amount or
pay each one separately as you wish. Would have had this job done much sooner but was busy
the first of the month, and since then have had the worst spell of weather in 40 years, rain, wind,
snow.
Have not had a chance to clear out your new blue painted trail up Rainbow mountain as yet.
Think I’ll get a chance sometime this fall and anyway early next spring so it will be ready by the
time folks are walking the trail.
Katahdin is beautiful now, all covered with snow and sure looks cold up there. Think the people
that wrote that new song “It’s going to be a Cold, Cold Winter” are good forecasters, as it sure
looks like one coming.
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Looking forward to seeing you next summer and in the meantime any information I can send just
drop us a line.
Very best regards to yourself and Mr. Smith if you should see him…
{Stephenson, Park, Seymour Smith, Sidney Tappan}
October 26, 1950. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
I am writing just a short note to say that your letter of October 23rd was duly received.
I appreciate your writing me in such detail.
The sketch and the information which you have furnished will serve to correct the sign list and
alter the Trail data. You need not give that any further thought.
I read the article in the Maine Pine Cone and thought it very well done, as well as excellent
publicity for us.
I think your program of concentrating on Section 22 next spring is an excellent way to leave
matters. I am afraid, however, that you will have considerable work there.
I shall see you very shortly.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded in his absence without his signature in order to avoid any
delay.)
October 26, 1950. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I was pleased, indeed, to have your letter of October 20th.
If all goes well, I am having three days over this week-end in the north end of the Park with Hal
Dyer and Helon Taylor.
I am glad to have the benefit of your suggestions with respect to the sign which I consider most
excellent. The purpose in putting it up on the bridge post is to afford a last warning, where the
sign cannot be overlooked. I think your suggestion of additional signs (with some variation in the
wording) an excellent thought. I do not know whether they would always be seen at Katahdin
Stream but, certainly, they would not be missed back of York’s Camps. After we get the one
made for the bridge we can try to have others made.
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What you write about painting is very encouraging. However, if all goes according to plans, the
party at Rainbow should be able to paint to a spot about half way between the head of the Lake
and the river without undue exertion. This would mean that you might come to about the sixmile mark. After all, this is a long way away and we can make better plans next summer when
we see how matters are developing.
I am going to make every effort to get the summit signs finished during the winter although our
sign painter seems very dilatory. His workmanship is unequaled and no one else makes the
routed sign, such as we want to use on top. From my experience I know that one does have to
carry a good deal of hardware up to the top. The white paint is an essential against rust and the
bolts and holes, as you say, need to be covered. The January issue of Appalachian Trailway
News will announce the availability of a new highway crossing sign which can be used to
replace the faded ones at the Katahdin Stream Campground.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery before leaving Washington but forwarded without his signature in order
to avoid any delay.)
October 27, 1950. H. M. Richards, Rainbow Lake Camps, P. O. Box 201, Millinocket,
Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
My first letter which I left open to have Legassey the Pilot enclose his bill for flying in lumber,
and bill for lumber got mailed in some mail going to Greenville by mistake. Find enclosed his
bill and lumber bill.
October 28, 1950. Henry E. (Hank) Childs, 335 Pleasant Street, Rumford 16, R.I., to Jean
Stephenson and Myron Avery.
My dear Jean and Myron,
Since I possess the first characteristic of a "MAINE GUIDE", I am too lazy to answer letters on
time and am writing to both of you in one fell swoop. Perhaps you will split up the burden on
further directions for me.
I really enjoyed the outing (both with and without deluge) at Troutdale and feel some revival of
my interest in mountains in spite of the fact that my legs are unwilling to cooperate.
My thinking about integration with Junior Maine Guide Program has gone on a bit. I have made
no contacts yet. The following type of information would help my planning some specific
proposals.
1. Different camps might undertake the installation of one campsite apiece.
A. Are there some standardized specifications toward which we might work,
realizing that the terrain will probably require some modifications in details at each place?
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B. Let me have a roadmap or other sketch of the trail, in Maine with locations of
three kinds of facilities (preferably a separate color crayon marked arrow for each and a code
number)
1) Campsites which have been authorized but not built.
2) Campsites which require improvements.
3) Campsites in good condition now (whether operated by state, other
agencies, or just a place to stop along the trail.)
C. Accompanying such a map, some details on how to approach by automobile (if
easily reached from a road); whose permission would be needed for working on the campsite,
including cutting of trees heavy enough for a permanent frame of lean-to; and whether safe
drinking water is available. Is swimming possible there?
2. Different camps might do some trail-clearing as part of their training program in
axemanship. I shall suggest broadening the skills of a Junior Maine Guide to include use of other
tools in clearing and marking trails. This involves a matter of policy on marking trails on or near
their campgrounds also and perhaps a side trail from AT in a region easily reached by camps of
western Maine. Colors, sizes of painted "blazes" should contribute to but not interfere with the
AT through route and its advertised side trails.
3. The program provides for a trip of three to five days by canoe or in mountains. Perhaps
we can emphasize the AT in Maine as a special resource permitting such trips without being
overwhelmed with the goofers and tourists on the few popular spots. Some of our boys were
actually annoyed at paddling for miles in the "wilds of Maine" and making camp among the
autos of the multitudes.
4. I am concerned with selling the principle of using AT and sharing in responsibility for
the AT and also with specific very limited proposals that might be acceptable to the camp
directors and the boys. There must be a lot of "play" in the "work" and no feeling that they are
being imposed upon nor put to too much expense for transportation and leadership without
getting adequate recreation with the feeling of satisfaction of accomplishment!
THE NARRAGANSETT CHAPTER REPORT
Progress has been made. I think that you may expect that the chapter will officially accept the
Bodfish Farm to Blanchard Section.
The present administration changes on November 4. The chairman of the chapter, Mr. Wendell
Brown, concludes his two-year term. He has supported and will continue to support the idea. I
think that the new chapter committee will take formal action in accepting the responsibility for a
term of years, provide some funds for 1951, and set a precedent which will probably be carried
along from year to year by their successors.
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For the season of 1950 (and charged to the business of this year on the club's books) the present
executive committee authorized twenty-five dollars and will send me a check for that amount
within a month. The books are now being audited. This will be taken care of with the bills for the
annual dinner although it might be delayed until after the committee's first meeting. That only
covers half of the 1950 expense for hired help for that section this year— but it should help a
little.
Mr. Brown has suggested that the proximity to Moosehead provides opportunity for combining a
visit to "our section" with further rambles to Moosehead and maybe to Katahdin via Rip Dam.
He has asked me to speak for four minutes about the trail, our conference this summer, and how
our money was used this year (ignoring the question of the cash not being provided yet). He
approves of my proposing fifty dollars in the future and when I mentioned the possibility of our
own work party to work two miles from campground to the gorge and two miles to Boarstone on
side trail as a means of lessening our need for hired labor, he reacted at once favorably. This
would put the drudgery on the hired men but would give our members a chance to play at
widening or other improvements in the most interesting portions of our assignment. He asked
whether I would lead such a party. I said that it might be worked out with time arrangement
dependent in part upon my arrangements to work a month at Camp Winona again, the linkage
with Junior Maine Guide Testing Camp or preliminary work, and my desire to go birding at
Bonaventure Island early in the summer. I think that it can be worked out. Your summer work
conference is another complication to be considered. Maybe two or three can be run together or
in sequence. My first thoughts on a Narragansett Trip involve:
1. Main party stay at Little Wilson Campground (motor camping) and the others at the
Bodfish Valley Sporting Ranch.
2. Arrive, get set up, and widen trail west of campsite on first day.
3. Intensive work westward two miles by one party and perhaps Boarstone also by
another party in second day.
4. Climb Squaw Mt. or boatride on Moosehead or drive to Rip Dam on third day with
option of return to Little Wilson Campground or of finding places to stay between Squaw Mt.
and Lily Bay.
5. Members of the party would be "on their own" to reach the rendezvous or to go on to
Katahdin, Quebec, etc. after the first three days.
Some questions:
1. Are facilities adequate for several cars overnight at Little Wilson Campground?
2. What is the present ownership and address of the sporting camp?
3. Is it probable that that camp could take a few people at short notice because I doubt
very much our getting a reliable advance registration?
4. Would it be within reason to have the summer conference of MATC at that same place
and time?
5. Actually, it seems too far east for the great majority of summer camps. Are there
facilities in the Bigelow-Sugarloaf region or at George Learned's C Pond Bluff in Andover?
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At our meeting I may use a few projected sketches for orientation purposes but the time is too
short to justify borrowing slides from you. Another year we may get a real story with our own
gang reporting on their work party.
I am operating from the 1934 publication: Publication No. 4, Katahdin to Bigelow.
I had better have a newer edition for that region plus the Bigelow to Speck region. Please send
them and bill them to me. It is not essential but rather desirable that they get here by November 4.
Our chapter meeting is at 6.15 P.M. of that day.
In my spare time, I've been putting a new roofing material on the sloping roof of the garage,
working entirely alone. A one-armed paper-hanger with the heebie-jeebies would be equally
competent. My wife has made a date for me with some storm windows, so cheerio.
October 30, 1950. Myron Avery
NOTE IN CONNECTION WITH THE NINTH REVISION OF THE SIGN LIST FOR
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
Enclosed are new pages nos. 2, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 32.
Please substitute them for the corresponding pages in the copy of the Ninth Revision of the Sign
List recently sent to you.
The Mt. Bigelow section has been re-measured and the changes resulting from the relocations
have now been made in the various signs affected. The offset on Maine Highway 5 has been
eliminated.
October 31. 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves:
Dear Lawson:
I have returned from spending three days working with HeIon Taylor in the north end of Baxter
Park and find your letter of the 27th.
Our session is an informal one and the extent to which suggestions can be discussed depends, of
course, upon the time which those who come to the meeting care to remain to go into matters.
You will remember that we found ourselves short of time in connection with our Officer’s
meeting last year. We will, of course, discuss the Kennebec Pulp and Paper Company but I am
wondering whether this is not a matter to leave to Griscom by reason of his direct contact.
We can discuss the membership list matter. When people have rendered sufficient service, that is
perhaps all that is required to have qualified them for membership. The list is short. I do not have
in mind that sending the literature to some of these people represents any considerable expense.
There are some contacts which we would wish to keep. The dues-paying membership has not
been productive of any income.
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The Sawtelle situation is too long to explain to you by letter. I have tried to re-interest him. He
has not been able to accomplish anything this year. I hope that next year may show that his
affairs have become more settled and that he can fit in to the operation plans. All of us agree
from sad experience of this summer that there is nothing worse than to have someone take over
responsibilities and fail to meet them. The Clark aspect added greatly to all our labors, both in
the field and in the correspondence route.
Helon Taylor had many very kind things to say about you and Louis Chorzempa.
I have heard nothing more from Sinclair. Helon thought he would want to earn the money but
said that in the last two or three days trouble had developed and Wing was no longer on the force.
This would mean that Sinclair would have to find somebody to work with him. That is an
additional complication. It looks as if we are running into a series of jinks in that area.
October, 1950.
TRAIL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT AT SPORTING CAMPS AND WITH VARIOUS
INDIVIDUALS ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
[Revised several times. I have included only the final version, November, 1950.]
October, 1950. (Draft of Sign to go on Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge)
N0TE FOR TRAVELERS ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
While the distance from the Penobscot West Branch to the Rainbow Lake Lean-to is now only
8.7 miles, its traverse involves very considerable climbing over rough terrain. The extent of
exertion required should be fully appreciated. Travelers, carrying heavy packs or who start
from Katahdin Stream Campground, are advised to camp at the Penobscot West Branch
Campsite (upstream). Traveling with insufficient time or in bad weather or heavily laden will
detract greatly from the pleasure of the trip.
This monition has been placed here to enable Trail travelers to avoid an unsatisfactory beginning
of an extended trip,
Heed this monition and travel light.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE, INC
October, I950
MAP ROLL NO. 4
(See Map Rolls at Office for Rolls Nos. 1, 2 and 3.)
MAINE GUIDEBOOK MAPS
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Map No. 12 - Negative (4th Edition Guidebook)
Map No. 11 - Negative (4th Edition Guidebook)
Map No. 9 - Negative (4th Edition Guidebook)
Map No. 8 - Negative (4th Edition Guidebook)
Map No. 6 – Negative (1) (Contour negative rephotographed on linen; culture redrawn 1950 (no
negative)
Map No. 5- Negative (1) (Contour negative rephotographed on linen; culture redrawn 1950 (no
negative)
******
Four Prints (3 white) (Hoeferlin) - A.T. Across Maine (based on Me. Highway Map) (Tracing
missing)
Paper Tracing (1941) Attwood) Profile of Mahoosuc Range
Paper Tracing – Attwood; Profile of Mahoosuc Range (extends to Maine - New Hampshire line)
* * ***
Blueprint "Plan 1,060,166 acres, 1792", Plan Book No. 1, Page 18. (Note: Nichols' tracing and
one blueprint of A.T. across Maine not located 9/50. Said to be in separate roll.)
******
Photostat (enlarged) - section of Katahdin contours. See flat package from U.S.G.S. with prints
of each plate (original edition)
******
Tracing (4 prints) - Route of Appalachian Trail (used in No. 5)
Photostat Guyot Map
******
List of Contents of Map Rolls 1, 2 and 3 follows:
October, 1950

MAINE MAP ROLL NO. 1

Maine Map No. 3 (Katahdin) Negatives (2) with 2 printed copies.
Maine Map No. 2 (Traveler) Negatives (2) Tracing with 3 printed copies.
Maine Map No. 5 (Barren-Chairback) - 2 Tracings
Maine Map No. 6 (White Cap) - 2 Tracings
Maine Map No. 7 - Photostat of Tracing
******
Tracing with blueprint of T 5, 6, 7 and 8 – 1833 - by Edwin Rose
Tracing with blueprint of "Draught of a Route from Fort Pownal to Quebec, 1764
******
Map Roll 2 contains negatives Maine Maps 2 and 4.
Map Roll 3 contains No. 3 (Katahdin) Tracing and No. 7 Tracing
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Other negatives in Map Roll No. 1 at House.
Notes Tracings (2 boards) of Map No. 4 are with Williams & Heintz.
November 2, 1950. Jean Stephenson to Henry Childs.
Dear Hank:
Your letter addressed jointly to Myron and me arrived Tuesday. I had a copy of the Maine
Guidebook at the office and promptly sent it off, so that it would arrive before your meeting
Saturday. Unfortunately, I remembered later that I had taken the index pages out, so Sadye could
make some cards from them! I will forward, under separate cover, a set of Index pages. You can
insert them and then you will have the complete Guide. You will note it is considerably larger
and more comprehensive than the old edition.
Myron is out of town and while he expects to be back this week end he also expects to leave
again within a few days and I know he has several other trips planned for the next few weeks. On
return after only a few days, he generally finds a dozen to fifty letters awaiting attention, aside
from the work at the office having piled up, so when he is away so much it is sometimes a
problem to handle his mail. For that reason, as I had discussed with him your suggestions and
feel I know what he thinks can be worked out at this end, I am going to answer your letter for
both of us. On his return I will show him my answer and if he has any other suggestions or
comment to make, either he or I can write again. In this way, you will not be delayed but can
complete your plans while you have your people interested and while you may have a chance to
work on the Junior guide plans.
Taking your questions in order as you asked them:
A. A "Campsite” in Maine is located by the Maine Forest Service. These locations have now all
been made. The facilities to be provided in the assigned locations are: Official signs according to
the "Sign List"; fireplace; simple latrine (and trail to it blue-blazed); tent space cleared, as rapidly
as they can be constructed; one lean-to at each site. (There would be no objection to more at
some of the sites, but as a rule they are not needed and would be unnecessary labor for
maintenance later.) The Conference booklet, Plans for An Appalachian Trail Lean-to (copy of
which I will send you) covers the standard lean-to. Those in Maine are much simpler, in that the
wire or other bunks are usually omitted and in many cases the "deacon seat" in front is left out,
so it is a simple three sided structure. As in Maine, the material is usually cut on the ground, the
logs are usually smaller, and the chinking with clay is omitted, the spaces between being filled
by small saplings nailed into the curve of the logs (a la early woodsman style!).
B. I am enclosing two maps (covering the eastern and western parts of the Trail) marked to
show: (1) Authorized campsites where there are no facilities; (2) Authorized campsites where the
facilities are as at Bear Brook Landing Campsite, i.e., rough fire place, latrine, signs, and tent
space, but no lean-to; (3) Authorized campsites where there is a lean-to, and some but not all of
the other things, that is, a fireplace is lacking, a latrine is lacking, or something, and (4)
Authorized campsite where there is a lean-to and all other needed facilities.
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C. It would delay sending off this letter if I took time to answer all the points in question C as to
all the lean-to and campsites. The Guide will give such information, or if you are interested in
those in any special section, let me know and I can give you the "dope" on some half a dozen of
them. I might say that at nearly all the drinking water is available and safe; Bear Brook Landing
is an exception in that respect. The Guide indicates a spring in nearly every case, and that means
the water is supposed to be good. Of course, if a large crowd were camping there, they would
have to avoid polluting the spring. You can see from the map that most of the sites in eastern
Maine are near lakes, so there is swimming. West of Bigelow, there are fewer swimming
facilities, for the lakes are not so near the Trail.
I can see that you have a lot of problems to work out in fitting use and work on the A.T. into the
camp or Junior Guide program, but maybe you can figure out possibilities. If I can help by
asking specific questions, let me know. Of course, one of the problems is that, as you say, the
section of the A.T. where the country is best fitted to these needs. i.e., east of the Kennebec, is
also farthest away from the majority of the camps. In that area there would be lakes, swimming,
sense of wilderness, and plenty of not too strenuous mountains for reward for the work. Where
the camps are easily reached, the country is rougher, the woods are “tougher" and there are not
the lakes and streams. However, a good trip might be worked out from the Kennebec to Bigelow
Village, the first three days being through woods, with three lakes en route, and the last three up
over Bigelow. The new Flagstaff Lake may help work out something here. I can think of other
possibilities but as you probably have a better idea of what you are looking for than I have, it is
probably useless for me to speculate further on this angle.
Anything you can do to get the idea of The Appalachian Trail more in the consciousness of the
camp directors as well as the boys will be all to the good.
On the Narragansett Chapter taking over maintenance of Bodfish Farm to Blanchard, the more I
think of it, the better I think they will like it.
I am sure many of your members would enjoy a trip in that area. There are several interesting
features, Big Wilson Cliffs, Jim Whyte's Lookout, Little Wilson Falls, Barren ledges, Boarstone
Mtn., etc. As to your questions:
Bodfish Farm does not provide food and is definitely merely a place to stay, not a restful sporting
camp. Those who want to motor camp could easily stay at Little Wilson Campground. The space
there is ample for a dozen cars. My suggestion would be that those who did not want to camp
should stay at Bill Early’s Camps, Sebec Lake, and drive back and forth the few days you are
there. Members of the party (such as some wives who are along but not hikers) could stay there
during the day if they were not going to work. It is something like 10 miles away, but on a good
direct road. And they are lovely camps, with good food.
With this slight change, your program seems feasible. After the two or three days trail clearing,
there are many things they could do: go on to Moosehead; go on to Katahdin; those wanting a
more active "woods trip", go on via Trail to Long Pond and possibly Gulf Hagas, etc. In other
words, those who have members of the family with them who wish or must of necessity stick
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pretty close to their cars would find they are at a spot from which they can drive to interesting
country in the Maine woods, and find good places to stay, while those who want a more
"roughing it" vacation could also depart on it from that very spot.
I do not exactly understand your question 5, and page 2. Little Wilson is too far east for the
summer camps, but I shouldn't think that would have any bearing on the Narragansett Chapter
having a work party of their own there.
If you are thinking of possibilities for a M.A.T.C. meeting where camping, motor camping, and
sporting camps stays could be combined, as at Moxie Pond this past summer, there are several
places in western Maine where it could be done. I haven’t any idea as to where the M.A.T.C.
summer meeting will be held as yet. I rather imagine that that will not even be discussed until
next Spring when they hold the meeting, probably in Lewiston, to review plans for the Trail
work for the summer. The location of the meeting will probably be determined by where work is
needed to be done.
Did the beaver skull ever show up? Mrs. McNeil promised to mail it to you the next time she
went out.
When I get around to getting one I will send you a copy of the new check list of Shenandoah
National Park birds, gotten out by Dr. Wetmore. You might enjoy looking it over. Maybe you
can come down some time and add to those located there! Anyhow it can be added to your
collection of bird-lore.
Have I covered everything? If not, let me know and I will try again. Needless to say, those of us
who spend most of our waking hours outside our respective jobs on seeing The Appalachian
Trail does not lapse into a true wilderness instead of remaining a wilderness trail appreciate
greatly your interest, enthusiasm and assistance.
P.S.
As I prepared the maps, I thought of your problem of a trip for older boys which would involve
camping, building a lean-to, experience of mountain climbing, experience of sleeping on top of
mountain, and genuine wild country, yet not too rugged or dangerous. — And, of course, where
anything they might do would be useful to the Trail! Possibly the answer is Bigelow. Bigelow is
easily the second mountain (to Katahdin) in interest in the state. It has a widespread view.
It overlooks the new Flagtaff Lake. It has an unparalled trail system for the length and general
interest, etc. And the lean-to in the Col needs rebuilding.
It is true that there is a firetower on the East Peak, and a watchman's cabin in the Col (out of
sight but near the lean-to site). But somehow those do not seem to detract from the sense of
remoteness one has on the mountain.
The group could go up from Stratton Brook Flowage. Material, other than that which is fixed on
the spot, could be brought up however it was the material for the cabin and firetower supplies
come up. The boys could come up the firewarden’s trail, camp in the Col, build the lean-to, and
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then hike over the West Peak, stay at The Horns Pond Lean-tos, swim there, and go on down the
A.T, to their cars at Stratton Brook Flowage.
The Guidebook you have doesn't show the new firewarden’s trail because it has just been put in;
we do not even have the mileage yet. But it leaves the A.T. at Stratton Brook Flowage, some 3 m.
in on A.T, from Bigelow Village, and goes up the west (or south) side of Bigelow to the Col.
Now from the top one looks north and east over the new Flagstaff Lake, second only in size to
Moosehead in the State, created by the Dead River Dam.
I will never forget the night we spent on top of Bigelow, watching the sun go down from the East
Peak and coming back to the Col to spend the night. Next day we went on to the Horns Pond,
where there are two lean-tos. That is a beautiful body of water - right on top of the range, though
it doesn't seem so in some ways as The Horns tower above it.
I forgot to say that the lean-tos in Maine were mostly built by CCC boys and the logs cut near the
sites and hauled to it by the boys; while the roofs were made of "shakes" cut out on the spot. I
haven't talked to Myron or anyone about this, but I suspect tar paper should be used under the
slabs or shakes if one wants a really watertight roof for protection. I vaguely recall hearing that
the Maine Alpine Club, Bates Outing Club, and some of the others took in tar paper and re-did
the roofs on the lean-tos in western Maine on their respective sections.
Anyway, I should think a project of hiking in, building a lean-to, and hiking along the mountain
and out, might interest some groups. I do not know just how it would fit into the Junior Guide
program, for I suppose they are more concerned with temporary than with permanent structures.
Anyhow I thought I might mention Bigelow as a wonderful place and a wonderful chance for
such constructive work if you knew any group of boys or men who wished to undertake such a
trip. Jean.
Notes explaining map symbols
Circled in blue are the campsites which have been authorized and at which signs have been put
up, tent space cleared, pile of rocks provided for fireplace, latrine installed and trail
cleared to it.
Work still to be done at such sites: More permanent fireplace made. In time - a lean-to.
{There is no fireplace at Little Wilson (#13); it needs to be put in.}
Circled in blue, with a green circle outside: campsites which have been authorized
but nothing done there yet.
Work still to be done at such sites: Tent space cleared, rough fireplace provided and
indicated, latrine installed, signs put up, (These are nos. 8,9,14,15)
Circled in red are campsites at which lean-tos and all other facilities are in.
Work still to be done at such sites: More permanent fireplaces made.
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Circled in red, with a green circle outside: campsites at which lean-tos are installed, but where
the lean-to needs rebuilding or repair. These are:
Bigelow Col: Lean-to needs rebuilding.
East Carry Pond: End damaged by fire and needs repair.
At all lean-tos, better fireplaces are needed,
November 3, 1950. Myron Avery to Roger D. Freeman, 3215 Netherland Ave., Bronx 63,
New York.
Dear Mr. Freeman:
A little while ago you asked me whose name would appear as delineator. It is, of course, the
maker of the map and you would add your name in place of Mr. Houck's when you recopy the
tracing.
I have just received a letter, which indicates that there will be some corrections in the terrain
around Baker, Horseshoe and Little Lyford Ponds. You might leave that drainage until you hear
further from us.
I am sending this letter on so that you will not work this portion of the tracing before receiving
the corrections.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without his signature in order to avoid any delay.)
November 3, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. Herbert Zesiger, Box 386, Tom's River, New
Jersey.
Dear Mr. Zosiger:
I have been away from Washington and, on my return, find your very welcome letter of October
19th.
I am pleased to know of your interest in The Appalachian Trail and the side trails in the Gulf
Hagas region. The old Pleasant River Tote-road has suffered from lack of travel and clearing.
Consequently, while it may mean additional labor for you for the sake of having the tote-road
cleared, it is a benefit that your telephone line follows the road. What you will have done in
taking out the blowdowns will help greatly.
I expect next spring, unless matters change materially — to complete the painting and signing of
the west end of Gulf Hagas. The signs will point out all the items of interest and make the trip
much more worthwhile. We should have a sign at your Camps, indicating the distance to the
west end of the Gulf Hagas Trail. In fact, your Camps are now the closest to Gulf Hagas and it is
pleasing to know that some of your people go down there.
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The tracing to which you refer has not arrived. Probably you are sending it under separate cover.
I am very much indebted to you for the detailed corrections and we are making them on the new
edition of the map. When that has been corrected 1 shall ask you to look at it.
We find there is great difficulty in keeping Guidebooks intact in the sporting camps. We are
sending to you another copy of Map No. 5 to insert in the book. There have been many
additional rewritten pages and, on your return to the Camps, if you care to mail your book to
Miss Marion Park, 1228 Eye St., N. W., Washington 3, D. C., she will make the necessary
corrections so that the Guidebook will be absolutely correct.
I think I said that I passed by Lyford Pond Camps when I measured between Gulf Hagas and the
graveled road a few years ago. I shall be glad to avail myself of your invitation to call on my
next trip. I appreciate the courtesy of your invitation to be your guest but I prefer to leave the
matter on the same basis as my stay at other Camps. Your interest in our activities should not
operate as a discrimination against you.
The Geological Survey should eventually work over in to your area. The new maps of Cooper
Mountain and Roach River will be fairly close. I shall bear in mind your interest and advise you
of any activities in that connection. I am glad to know that the description of the road approach
to your Camps as set out on page 8-13 is correct.
Perhaps you have been delayed in sending the tracing, which would account for its non-arrival.
You may be interested in the extent of Appalachian Trail literature and I am sending you some
items under separate cover with the compliments of the Conference. I understand that you are on
the Conference mailing list and receive our quarterly publication, Appalachian Trailway News.
Sent under separate cover:
Map No. 5
Publication No. 5
Publication No. 15
Publication No. 17
Maine Appalachian Trail Club Leaflet
Copy to:
Miss Marion Park, Secretary, Appalachian Trail Conference
Miss Jean Stephenson, Editor, Appalachian Trailway News
November 3, 1950. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Thank you for your letter dictated the 26th of October before you left Washington for a week end
with Hal and Helon in the north end of the Park. I trust that you had good weather and that your
trip was fruitful and pleasant.
Did I mention in one of my letters written last summer from York’s that one day while Peter and
I were there a Maine Forestry Service car drove in the camp, parked and a party went down the
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A.T. to the West Branch. I overheard at the time that the purpose of the trip was to select a
campsite for the Appalachian Mountain Club’s proposed shelter near the Sourdnahunk Falls. It
was obvious that neither the M.F.S. nor the Yorks regarded the proposition favorably. They
spoke of the damages of fire and vandalism. Doubtless you have learned of this proposal from
better informed sources, but I often recall that no one informed you about the serious condition
of the Cable Bridge which I observed and reported to Yorks in the summer of 1948.
I will repaint as you suggest to the 6 mile mark. My thought in offering to go the whole way to
Rainbow Lake was that by so doing I would relieve the Richards to work south from lake.
The copy of Witherle’s Journals is on its way to Philadelphia now to some of my A.T. friends in
that neighborhood. The gentleman up the street who climbed Katahdin via the West Branch and
Abol Slide in August 1896 enjoyed reading it as much as I did.
Your mention of signs at Katahdin Stream camp ground highway crossing leads me to suggest
that perhaps Helon Taylor could have a more adequate bridge built over Katahdin Stream where
the A.T. leaves the road. Last summer there were only four loose poles to walk across. Peter and
I cut and placed them with permission of Fred Pitman.
November 4, 1950. S. R. Scribner, Stratton, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Original Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Received your letter of October 24th, giving us the go-ahead signal for a week’s work on the
Trail around flowage area.
I am sure you will be pleased to know that we have put in five days on that section (Oct. 30 Nov. 3), inclusive. Mr. Wing was unable to help so, so our watchman from Mt. Bigelow, Mr.
Sargent, worked with me.
We had very good luck and worked the entire length from “old trail” across from Ledge House
to ”old trail" on Little Bigelow. The weather was almost perfect for this time of year. We
enjoyed the viewpoint very much on "Little Bigelow" that Helon located.
I am sure you will find the trail open and traversible. There is a short distance on the very top of
the mountain which could stand more work sometime but, on the whole, I believe you will find it
a pretty fair trail.
6.50 per day (my letter Oct. 24, 1950) or $65.
cc:

Helen Taylor
Marion Park
Jean Stephenson
Roy P. Fairfield
Louis Chorzempa
Mr. and Mrs. Elywn Storey
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Lawson Reeves
Stanley Attwood
Seymour Smith
November 4, 1950. Myron Avery to Rae D. Graves, Consultant, Planning Division, Maine
Highway Department, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Graves:
We are engaged in revising the map of the Mt. Bigelow area for use in connection with GUIDE
TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. Your office has furnished us information in
connection with the road system at the east edge of the flowage. We find that our map will cover
the area between Stratton and Eustis. Consequently, I wish to inquire whether the Highway
Department has a sketch or any material showing the relocated road.
The same inquiry applies to the Lake Wyman flowage and the relocation of the roads on each
side of the flowage.
It is rather difficult to obtain these data since the area has not been resurveyed, to our knowledge,
and we had thought that the Maine Highway Department records would be the best source. We
have a print of a map showing the flowage boundaries. If it would help in plotting, we could
obtain and send forward the Geological Survey sketch.
I should also like to obtain a copy of Map 24, Oxford County, from the folio of highway maps.
You will recognize this as a part of Map No. 12 in the Maine Guidebook. We are preparing a
new edition of that map and find that we need Sheet 24. If there is any charge in this connection,
I shall, of course, be pleased to make remittance on receipt of your advices.
P. S. I am enclosing a reduced print of one of our {Guidebook} maps based on the U.S.G.S.
Quadrangles, which may be sufficiently large scaled to permit indicating the location of the Dam
and of Lake Wyman.
November 4, 1950. Myron Avery to Division of Distribution, U. S. Geological Survey,
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Sirs:
I wish to request that you send a copy of your U. S. G. S. Rangeley, Maine Quadrangle (1950
edition) to:
Mr, K. R. Hauck
2627 So. Adams St.
Arlington, Virginia
This map is to be charged to the Appalachian Trail Conference quota.
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We shall very much appreciate your courtesy in this connection.
November 4, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
I am preparing new sketches of the maps in the Maine Guidebook.
I wish you would sketch the re-routed trail location on these maps so that they could be drawn in.
We also need the road changes going up to Eustis. Perhaps the best thing would be to mail these
on to Helen Taylor.
Perhaps you will have to get the data from the Highway Department.
November 4, 1950. Myron Avery to F. H. Schoppe, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Frank:
We have had quite a delay in getting the notice framed so that it could be put up. The job has
been completed and I am sending it to you under separate cover. It is well wrapped and should
arrive in good order.
You will remember that the notebook came while I was at the Camps. You said that you would
not have any difficulty in providing a water-tight container for the notebook so I suppose that,
next spring, you will put up the sign and cylinder and the project will be completed.
If there have been any developments in your area, we would appreciate knowing about them.
It is very warm down this way. I was on the Penobscot East Branch for a few days last week and
there ran into snow.
I am enclosing a postal card so that you can let us know that the sign arrived safely.
Enclosure - Addressed postal card
November 4, 1950. Myron Avery to H. W. Richards, Proprietor, Rainbow Lake Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Richards:
Your letter, dated October 27, 1950, and the two bills arrived today.
We are glad to know that the lean-to project is moving along. I hope that by now some of the
construction is well underway.
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The bill from the Millinocket Flying Service is made out to me. The one from Madden is made
out to you. I am having our Treasurer send checks in payment of both bills. If, by any chance,
you have paid either one, please let us know so that we can get reimbursement and pay the
amount to you.
We will look forward to hearing how the matter is coming along and are glad to see that the
boards and roofing paper are in.
When you close up for the winter, I hope you will have time to tell us of any developments since
we were there. I also hope that you were able to clear the Rainbow Mountain Trail and found the
views from the ledges as good as we said they were.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Treasurer, 1228 Eye Street, N.W., Washington 16, D.C.
Miss Park:
Please pay these items out of the W. D. Greene fund and keep a record of their cost. M.H.A
November 5. 1950. 335 Pleasant St., Rumford 16, R.I.
MEMORANDUM
TO: The executive committee of Narragansett Chapter, A. M. C.
FROM: Ilenry E. Childs, delegate to Appalachian Trail Conference.
This is a formal request that you consider recommendations which were introduced briefly at the
annual dinner.
If it would help in your deliberations, I should be glad to meet with you to explain more
adequately the significance to the Appalachian Trail Conference of the cooperation of many
agencies to keep in existence the magnificent footway for 266 miles through wild and
picturesque Maine, and for another thousand miles to the south. Since Maine was the last region
explored for the AT and since there are few centers of population nearby and little land under
governmental agencies; this is the area where there is greatest need for finding sponsors.
I am sure that our parent club built and maintains part of the AT system and that Connecticut
Chapter maintains a section in its state. I am reasonably sure that the New York and Berkshire
chapters also sponsor sections of AT.
I propose that our chapter accept a section which is too far away for us to expect to cover it
adequately with volunteer labor but which can be maintained at moderate cost through financing
local labor under direction of the supervisor of trails of Maine Appalachian Trail Club, the
regional agency for coordination of work on the AT in Maine. This section has some picturesque
lowland features but lacks exciting big mountains. Part of it uses automobile roads. It is an
essential link between the Katahdin, Joe Merry [sic], Barren-Chairback group and the Moxie
Bald, Bigelow, Sugarloaf. Saddleback, Speck group. This is the region where it is hardest to find
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volunteers to do the uninteresting sections but it is the only section where local labor has been
hired at 60¢ per hour and providing transportation to do the chores.
RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. That the Narragansett Chapter of A. M. C. accept sponsorship of the Appalachian Trail
from Bodfish Farm to Blanchard.
A. Section 10 in Guide. Bodfish Farm to Monson. (East to West) Total mileage:
14.8. Passable for autos: 6.45. Foot trail: 8.35.
B. Section 11 in Guide. Monson to Blanchard. (East to West) Total mileage: 5.72.
Passable for autos: 2.52. Foot trail: 3.22.
Combined length of Sections 10 and 11. For autos: 8.97 miles. Foot trails (part of
which use abandoned dirt roads) 11.77 miles.
2. That the Chapter appropriate $50.00 for maintenance in 1951 under the supervision of
the supervisor of trails of Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
3. That the Chapter's Outings Committee, Trails Committee, and Delegate to
Appalachian Trail Conference be invited to confer on plans for a two-day visit to the area
including some trail maintenance and an extension for a few days at Moosehead Lake, Katahdin,
or some mountains in the 3,000 or 4,000 foot class along the AT. Campers can reach Little
Wilson Campground (Maine Forest Service) by automobile. It is on the AT and close to the most
picturesque portion of Section 10. Accommodations inside are available at Monson about
8 miles by road to west on Highway 15 or at Greenville on Moosehead lake, 12 miles north of
Monson on same Highway, 15.
November 5, 1950. Henry Childs to Jean Stephenson and Myron Avery.
My dear Jean and Myron,
The guidebook arrived on Friday. Thanks, Jean. My check is enclosed. (Jean)
At our annual meeting of Narragansett Chapter, A.M.C., there are reports and election of officers
but the business is transacted by the executive committee.
Last night I was invited to speak for four minutes. I waved the guidebook to indicate the
magnitude of the job in Maine and the reason for the existence of M A T C to coordinate the
efforts of many agencies to keep a quarter of the AT in service. I mentioned our work party in
the rain. Filed Jean’s report on the conference without reading it to the group. Claimed as a
major accomplishment the plans that would provide sponsorship for a long chunk of about 50
miles if we would accept the middle portion between the Maine Outing Club and the HI -Y
group. Urged that the executive committee formally accept that section between Bodfish Farm
and Blanchard and allow $50.00 per year for it because local labor can be provided, there is easy
access by road for our groups from R.I. when en route for other major objectives, and a work
party might improve the more spectacular section near Little Wilson Gorge. I suggested the
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possibility of a work party next year because the retiring chairman of the chapter had proposed
one (if I could arrange to be there).
The treasurer gave me a check for $25.00 which is charged to the 1950 summer season. It is
enclosed. (Jean's letter. )
I shall formally submit to the new executive committee my recommendation for acceptance of
the section, $50.00 for 1951, and that Outings Committee plan a work party in 1951. If they
invite me to present the argument more fully, I think that I have sufficient ammunition but a few
pictures might help. The group is so small that I would prefer photographs rather than slides but
could use either form. The falls and gorge with campground nearby seem to be the best talking
points. {Outings Committee has asked me to lead a work party up there Aug. 11-14, 1951.}
After reading the new guide and the miscellaneous corrections for our section, I find answers to
some of the questions in my last letter. We would substitute accommodations in Monson for
“Bodfish Valley Sporting Ranch”.
The Boarstone Mountain trails puzzle me a little. Am I correct in these interpretations?
1. The original trail at 2.05 miles is still closed to us and we have no responsibility for clearing it.
2. The other route starts at 2.15 or 12.65 at the R.R. crossing.
3. The same person owns and controls the territory through which both trails go.
4. That owner maintains the trail from R. R. crossing in sufficiently good condition to serve AT
hikers who wish to make a side trip to Boarstone,
Further: If in the judgment of the MATC supervisor of trails or of the Narragansett Chapter that
this side trail needs further attention, have we any authority or is any procedure established
whereby we might ask for permission to make improvements?
Similarly is there a procedure for authorizing us to build lean-tos or make other improvements at
Little Wilson Campground or for consultation with the Forest Service on that?
How soon should the section be painted again--in the woods, and along the roads?
On Nov. 12, I hope to join {could not go} a trail-clearing party on the trail system in southern
and western Rhode Island which was scouted, cleared, and is maintained by Ben Utter, John
Hudson, and work parties averaging about 10 with about 15 fairly frequent cooperators. If we
could get two cars from that group, there would be reason to expect a small task force to invade
Maine next summer to visit our new step-child.
My best wishes as you continue your many responsibilities.
{P.S. A copy is enclosed for Myron’s files also.}
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November 6, 1950. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I have read, with great interest, your letter of November 3rd. We are pleased that your friends,
who climbed Katahdin in I896, are reading the Witherle manuscript. They should find it carries
them back to their own trips.
On further thought, I have decided that the best thing is to ask Helon Taylor to put up the
warning notice, which has been prepared and framed, on the pillars of the Cable Bridge. He may
not do it until next spring. That would give us the benefit of warning travelers before you arrive
at York’s.
In keeping with your very excellent suggestion that a notice at Katahdin Stream would give
chance to overhaul one's equipment there, we will prepare a similar notice to be placed where
one leaves the road. I will send that to Helon. During the summer, when you are at York's, you
will meet him and can tell him of places where the Trail needs improvement. I am very sorry to
say that my bad memory led me to fail to ask what he intended to do about the bridge over
Katahdin Stream. {I am asking this in today’s letter to him.}
Our trip to the north end of the Park was most successful and we saw a large area. It means
substantial changes in the Supplement. Helon is going ahead with building a road from Trout
Brook Crossing to South Branch Ponds where there will be a new Campground next year. Road
building is moving on tremendously there. A new lumber project is a road from Trout Brook
Farm to the north shore of Second Lake.
I appreciate what you have thought to write me about the matter of the shelter. The Appalachian
Mountain Club, as you know, maintains certain designated trails on Katahdin. I had heard
nothing to the effect that the Club had under consideration building a shelter on the Penobscot
West Branch. It may be that some of the Club enthusiasts have advanced the project. I may be
able to learn whether it is an Appalachian Mountain Club (5 Joy Street, Boston) venture or
another instance of the confusion in the word "Appalachian". You know, as I have reported this
summer, that the Forest Service authorized the remaining Campsites so as to fill out the chain in
Maine. Deputy Commissioner Wilkins mentioned that Supervisor Pendleton had commented on
the fire hazard on the West Branch. I brought to Mr. Wilkins’ attention the fact that originally the
CCC had built a lean-to a little west of the present Campsite. This lean-to burned under most
mysterious circumstances. It was a very clean burn and one will go by the locality on the toteroad today without noticing the site. The present Campsite is in a cleared field close to the river
and I do not think presents any undue fire hazard. We recognize that the sporting camp people
always find difficulty when there are structures, such as lean-tos, where people may stay without
infringing any regulations and have a base for fishing or hunting in their territory. It could
possibly be that this conversation, which you overheard, related to the project of filling in our
master chain.
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The official Forest Service sign is on a tree above the fireplace. There is a sign pointing to it
from the tote-road. Perhaps you noticed these last year. In any event, I would appreciate your
bearing in mind to check their presence each year.
I am having sent to you a copy of the revised sign list which will serve as a matter of information.
I think that this covers matters. Painting to the six-mile marker will make it a feasible project
from York's although it will be a full and hard day when you work below the river.
I am making every effort to have the summit signs and the signs on the Hunt Trail completed
during the winter but it is sometimes difficult to get these things accomplished.
I am passing on to Miss Stephenson your suggestion that special emphasis should be given in her
articles to the matter of light-weight equipment for women hikers. The reappearance of the
Equipment Bulletin, issued by the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club (50¢), should help in solving
these problems.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
November 6, I950. Myron Avery to Herbert Zesiger.
Mr. Zesiger:
Our punched copies with tabs of the folded map are very limited and the one which we were able
to find for insertion into your Guidebook is, unfortunately, much worn.
I have sent two unfolded ones in a tube, which you might deem advisable to frame and hang on
your Recreation Room walls where they would be readily available.
November 7. 1950. Myron Avery to S. R. Scribner, Stratton, Maine.
Dear Mr. Scribner:
I have received your letter of November 4, 1950.
You are quite right in thinking that we would be pleased to know that you were able to put in
work on the Trail relocation and that five days have opened the route in good shape.
I am sending a copy of your letter to Helon Taylor, Louis Chorzempa and Lawson Reeves, so
that they will know the situation. I doubt, with the late state of the season, whether anyone will
be able to look over the work before Spring. However, the recommendation which Helon gave as
to the nature of the work which you would do, satisfies us and our Treasurer, Miss Marion Park,
is mailing a check in the amount of $65.00 to you. This covers ten days work at $6.50 a day.
We are glad, also, to have the Trail opened up with a little reserve left for improvements.
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I spent three days last week with Helon at the north end of the Katahdin country. He has a big
area to cover and a big job but it is most interesting.
We shall take great pleasure in announcing, in our publication, Appalachian Trailway News, that
the link around Little Bigelow has been opened. I am asking our Editor to place your name as
Firewarden on the mailing list to receive future issues.
If there occur any developments in connection with the Trail which Chorzempa does not see, we
would greatly appreciate your letting us know. I hope that some of these days the Forest Service
can replace the lean-to at Bigelow Col which is in very bad condition.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Louis Chorzempa, Helon Taylor, Lawson Reeves
November 7, 1950. Myron Avery to Rae D. Graves, Consultant, Planning Division, Maine
Highway Department, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Graves:
I refer to my letter of July 16, 1950, In connection with the approved list of public campsites
along The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
I assume that the map, which we corrected and forwarded with our letter, was duly received.
There is one change to be made in the list. The map and list show a structure at the outlet of
Rainbow Lake (Rainbow Lake Dam) and an approved site near the Rainbow Lake Camps farther
north on the same side of the Lake. The existing lean-to at the Dam has been subjected to very
considerable abuse and has been removed and rebuilt at a locality half way between the Dam and
the Camps. If you indicate it is a site as approximately one-third of the way to the head of the
Lake on the south shore it will be approximately correct. The sites at Rainbow Lake Dam and the
Sand Beach are thus eliminated. We are terming the new structure "Rainbow Lake Lean-to".
If I have not made the matter entirely clear, I shall be glad to furnish further particulars as to this
correction.
Copy to: Deputy Commissioner A. H. Wilkins
November 7, 1950. Myron Avery to Deputy Commissioner A. H. Wilkins, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Wilkins:
You will recall in connection with our correspondence as to the list of Appalachian Trail lean-tos,
due to our error, there was a duplication at Rainbow Lake. There was a lean-to near the Dam and
a proposed site at the "sand beach" near the Rainbow Lake Camps. Both appear in the list.
This lean-to, like the other lean-tos on lakes, has had an unfortunate history. It is taken over by
the fishermen and subjected to unbelievable vandalism and abuse. The problem at Rainbow Lake
became so serious that we made arrangements with the Camp proprietor to build a new structure
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half way between the Dam and the Camps. It is beside the Big Spring and close to the Lake shore.
Because of the changed conditions, the proprietor feels very sure that the fishermen will not use
this structure but will stay at the Dam and that the abuses of the past will be eliminated. This
means that the Rainbow Lake Dam and the Rainbow Lake Sand Beach are eliminated from the
list and in place thereof there is inserted the Rainbow Lake Lean-to (19 m.).
I have thought that I would save you the trouble of having to advise the Highway Department of
the change, so I have written to Mr. Graves. I enclose a copy of my letter to him.
I am also enclosing an additional copy of this letter in the event you wish to forward it to the
Chief Firewarden.
It is unfortunate, indeed, that people traveling the trails cannot have the benefit of campsites on
the shore of a lake with the opportunity for swimming, views, etc. These structures are taken
over by fishermen with most unfortunate results. If they are too far from any trail, the fishermen
come in by plane, as at Nahmakanta. A similar bad situation exists at the East Carry Pond Leanto, which has a superb view of Mt. Bigelow. The lesson, which we have learned from having
these structures, is that they just have to be where the local fishermen cannot use them as a base.
I suppose the problem is pretty much the same as you encounter in connection with your
campsites.
Enclosures:
Copy of letter to Mr. Rae D. Graves, this date;
Extra copy this letter.
November 7, 1950. Ben Hadley, Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
I feel guilty beyond words to tell for not having acknowledged the many communications which
you have sent from time to time about matters retailing to the Trail in Maine and to the M.A.T.C.
I hope you haven’t written me off as a hopelessly disinterested case, and I guess you haven't for
on my return home last weekend after a five week trip to California I found your notice for the
November 12 meeting at Bates and a copy of the re-do of the Witherle Diary. For the latter,
many thanks. I read it through last evening and have placed it in our park library for reference.
I'm sorry that I won't be able to get to Lewiston on the 12th. I’m off again on the 11th for a week.
Now a confession: I planned to attend the Bates meeting last spring - had it on my desk pad - and
then slipped up. I recalled it about the middle of the week. What does one do when he can't keep
check on his engagement pad? Probably he should retire and sit in the shade.
I hope you have a fruitful meeting. I hope that on a third try, if there is one. I'll come through.
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November 7, 1950. Myron Avery to H. W. Richards, Rainbow Lake Camps, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Richards:
Your letter, dated October 25, 1950, arrived yesterday. I read it with greatest interest. Before that,
I had received your note with the two bills and I had written you that they were placed in line for
payment direct to the supplier.
What you had to say about the lean-to is good news to us and very satisfactory. I think that it was
an excellent idea to have built it at the foot of the Lake and then taken it to the new location. As
soon as we have word from you that the job is finished, our Treasurer will mail on the check.
You certainly made a very close guess as to the amount of lumber required.
I hope that there will be a lot of disappointed fishermen next spring, who come in to Rainbow
Dam and find the lean-to, which they expect to have used, mysteriously missing. We shall have
nothing on the sign at Rainbow Lake Dam, which will indicate where the structure now is.
I hope that you will have a chance to get on the ridges on Rainbow Mountain before you leave.
The views should be good now.
Contrary to your bad weather, we have had a very warm Fall. We are counting on seeing you
again next summer and experiencing the pleasure of finding the new lean-to in good condition,
unlike what has been the story previously.
With best regards to yourself and Mrs. Richards, as ever…
cc:

Miss Marion Park
Miss Jean Stephenson

November 8, 1950. Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Ladd is all built at Church Pond.
I had a party of 5 hunters went to Cooper and stayed all night. Cummings and Jurgen took me to
court charge running a sporting camp without a license and one man wt. 240 and had 100 lb. deer
I had to make extra trip, that is deer alone. The wardens took me for illegal transportation
because man did not accompany his deer in flight.
Of course on another conviction I lose all Fish & Game licenses for 2 yrs.
We had 11 deer go out so far.
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They tried to force me to plead guilty but I am going to appeal. If I lose in hearing and if I appeal
no doubt I will lose Jan. trapping.
Lester Brown is back of it all and he may be next Commissioner of Fish & Game.
I think I would make a better one.
If you can help me with Payne go ahead.
Maps all gone the geodetic sheets here will be available by next year I think.
November 9, 1950. Myron Avery to Roger D. Freeman, 3215 Netherland Ave.,
Bronx 63, New York
Dear Mr. Freeman:
I wrote you a few days ago to alert you to the fact that we would have some additional
corrections on the map. These have been furnished by the proprietor at Little Lyford Ponds.
I have concluded, in the light of your previous experience, that the best procedure would be to
send you Mr. Zesiger’s tracing and ask that you alter our own tracing accordingly. Our map is on
such a small scale that this may be somewhat difficult. Mr. Zesiger explains some matters in his
letter. Where there are variations, you will, of course, assume the correctness of his tracing and
of the comments in his letter.
You will include a connection between White Brook and Little Lyford Ponds on the print.
We have "Mountain Pond Brook" while Mr. Zesiger has it "Mountain Brook Pond".
I will appreciate your letting me know that you have received the tracing, letter, and photograph.
I shall wish, of course, to have you return Mr. Zesiger’s tracing together with his letter of 19
October.
Enclosures:
Letter of 19 Oct. 1950
Tracing
Photograph
November 9, 1950. Myron Avery to Mr. Herbert Zesiger Box 386, Tom’s River, New Jersey.
Dear Mr. Zesiger:
In view of what I had said as to the tracing not being received, I thought I had better send you a
note to the effect that it arrived yesterday. It will be very helpful, indeed. I am having our tracing
revised to incorporate all these changes.
In due course, I would like to send you a copy of the revised tracing for we want to get this new
map as correct as possible.
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I suppose that the aerial photographs are the lumber company’s rather than being U.S.G.S.
activities.
When you see our Guidebook, if you can identify the description where the trail from your
camps comes into White Brook, I would like to insert it in the description.
November 10, 1950. Rae D. Graves, State Highway Commission, Augusta, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have your letter of November 7, 1950, and acknowledge the change in the location of the
lean-to at the Rainbow Lake Dam on the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Mr. Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, has already noted this relocation.
We will start correcting our own base map next month, and will get your lunch grounds on the
1951 map.
November 12, 1950. [Looks like agenda outline and notes for Avery’s report at the Bates
meeting]
1. Bigelow relocation:
Scribner letter
$65 out of $100
Credit to Taylor
2. Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Richards letter
Nuisance [?]
Costs: $58.48
3. Avery-Smith work trip
West Branch to Kokadjo
White Cap relocation
Barren-Chairback relocation
4. Chorzempa reports
5. Fairfield – Section 21
6. UNWORKED SECTIONS
Bigelow
Long Falls Dam to Pleasant Pond
White Cap – Yorks
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7. Sugarloaf Mtn:
Show map
Merrow estate address
Word to Ski Club?
8. Campsites, status of:
Not built: Stage Road; East Branch Pleasant; White Cap; Breakneck
Corrected on map and pamphlet (Forest Service)
9. UNIVERSITY OF MAINE:
Indoctrination
Work on west side of Moxie
10. Tool Cache
Location
Correction on tool list
11. SIGN LIST
Complete program
Size of boards
Highway signs
12. REEVES:
Kennebec Paper Company
Membership List
13. Report of Guidebook, Map sales
ARRANGEMENTS FOR MEETING DATE
14. WHITE CAP WORK TRIP
Secretary’s replacement
*****
Chorzempa—measuring wheel received?
mile markers on Bigelow
Treasurer’s report
Retracing maps—master copy Guide kept up.
Katahdin developments:
Roaring Brook Lean-tos
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South Branch Ponds Campground
SECOND LAKE ROAD
{Attwood: Explorer Scouts}
[Hand-written notes:] {219 a. Horns Pond Lean-to 3.26 m., East Peak 6.7 m.; Signs for Me. Hwy.
16. Steep climbing. 213 – 325; 1. Correct sign list. 2. Leaflet. 3. Merrow.}
{Payments: Suppl. and map No. – 77.95; Map No. 3 – 6.70; Katahdin Reprint – 281.50
(including Katahdin Stream}
November 13, 1950. Roy Fairfield, 25 Russell House, Bates College, to Dean Rowe.
Dear Dean Rowe,
You’11 recall that last Spring the Outing Club played host to the annual meeting of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, with which Doc Sawyer and I are affiliated as directors. Obviously, in
maintaining about 16% of the Maine section of AT, the BOC has definite interests. The meeting
last spring went over so well and, in my humble judgment did so much in terms of public
relations, I took the liberty to invite President Avery and the group to the campus next
April…subject to your approval.
As a consequence of the above I should like to submit a blue slip to cover this conference, which
should be more important than last year because of a new interest on the part of scout executives
in the area. (A six-hour meeting at the Women’s Union yesterday crystallized this interest.)
Could we, then, on April 29th, hold meetings as follows:
9-10 AM Meeting of officers in the Women’s Union upstairs smoking room. (One room enough)
12-1:30 Dinner in the Commons for those who wanted to eat there at regular guests’ prices, the
specific number being given the dietician in advance.
1:30-5:30 General meeting in Chase Lounge. (Last year, we tried to hold such a meeting at the
Union, but it was really too small for the most effective results.)
7:00-10:00 AT movies and slides on dance floor of Chase or in Lounge.
***Would it be possible to serve tea and cookies from the Lane room, say at 4:00, for the benefit
of those who would be on the campus for the afternoon meeting. This went over very well at the
Union last year and was one of the major reasons for having the conference at the U.
November 12, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Thomas Maynard, 110 Main St., Farmington, Me.
Dear Thomas:
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You will recall that last winter we discussed the possibility of the Farmington Explorer Scout
Troop becoming interested in the Appalachian Trail. At that time you did not want to do
anything about it.
No doubt you noticed on the back page of today’s Lewiston Sun that the Worumbo District has
officially asked for this project to fit in with their Explorer program. Already the Mechanic Fails
Explorer troop and the Buckfield troops are active and have accepted definite responsibilities.
Should you be interest at this time to discuss this further, I would be very glad to do so at your
convenience.
cc. Myron Avery, Roy Fairfield
November 13, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Floyd Flagg, Buckfield, Maine.
Dear Floyd:
I was very pleased that you were able to attend the M.A.T.C. meeting yesterday at Bates College.
It gave you an opportunity to meet the boys and to get a definite assignment of the Trail to
maintain.
This will confirm the date which we set yesterday for the showing of the Trail slides at Buckfield
for Mon. Nov. 20, at 7.00 P.M. Mrs. Reeves will accompany me and help me show them and be
company for me for the ride. On talking with Roy Fairfield I understood him to say that he had a
showing scheduled for Tues. Nov. 2d. Inasmuch as the weekend following the showing at
Buckfield falls during the long weekend of Thanksgiving and Roy is leaving Bates campus at
noon Wednesday, it has occurred to me that I might have got his date mixed up and that his
showing might be for Sat. Nov. 25th. At any rate he has asked that the slides be returned to his
home by noon on Wed. Nov. 22nd. We were wondering if there was any way that you could
send the slides down to Roy on Tues. or Wed. forenoon? Does anyone living in Buckfield work
in Lewiston-Auburn, or does anyone there commute to Bates College or to the business schools?
Is there an express truck such as the B. and E. that makes daily trips through Buckfield. There is
a danger of the slides not getting to him on time if they are sent by parcel post or by railway
express. Will you please make some satisfactory arrangements in this matter as I will leave this
up to you. Should there be any expense in the returning of the slides to Roy, it would be the only
expense to you. There is no expense for my services. I hope that this arrangement will not
inconvenience you too much and I am writing to you ahead of time so that you will have ample
time to work out something.
If there is anything that you might wish to know about your section on the east side of Bigelow,
write to me and I will go over it with Louis Chorzempa and get you the information.
I will arrive Mon night as near 7.00 o’clock as I can but do not wait for me if I am not on time.
Open up your meeting and carry-on until I do get there.
cc. Roy Fairfield.
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November 13, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
In the haste of trying to cover so many matters on November 12th, I neglected to say that, in
addition to keeping a master copy of the Maine Guide, I am preparing new map tracings. On
Map No. 9, I wish you would indicate, by a heavy line, how much farther the road into Stratton
Brook flowage extends and plot the general location of the new firewarden's trail. Also, if you do
not know it, would you ask Lawson to plot the bulldozed road to be used by the ski development.
I would appreciate his checking the road situation on Orbeton Stream and writing in on the map
any changes to be made.
It seems to me that me will have to watch the bulldozing of the new road to avoid having
obstructions or a bank thrown up so as to hide where the Trail takes off from the bulldozed road.
This is a place where travelers would easily miss the turn and the project would seem to me to
call for a second sign, duplicating the data on Maine Highway 27 which, according to the last
State Highway Map, is both Maine Highway 16 and 27. I take it that Lawson will check to see
that Winters puts in the post.
I am making a memorandum on the changes on the sign list. Since you have apparently reviewed
it very carefully, please tell me if either you or Lawson have any further suggestions. I will then
revamp and send out a note.
Copy to Lawson Reeves
November 13, 1950. Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine, to Roy Fairfield, 23 Russell
House, Bates College, Lewiston Maine.
Dear Roy:
In case you might have not noticed it, April 29th comes on the fifth Sunday instead of the fourth
Sunday. There are five Sundays in April next year. You might have been confused by my saying
that it would be the fourth Sunday, yesterday.
We got home at 7:30 last night and I had to go immediately to another meeting, which lasted
until 10.45 P.M., so you can see that I had a pretty full day.
I spoke to you about a secretary for the MATC. I do not know, but I have always had a feeling
that Stanley Atwood was dissatisfied with the set up last year. I could well see where this might
be the case. You will recall that he made a remark at the April meeting leading us to believe that
he thought that Washington was infringing on his duties. Also, 1 know that he was not at all
happy that Myron took the Mechanic Falls Explorers away from Baldpate. No more work than
what was involved in the secretary's duties at the present time, would not affect anyone even if
they were in poor health. I reiterate that if we expect to build up an organization within the state,
we must have as many officers from the state that is consistent with efficiency. Don't think that I
am after anybody’s scalp, nor that I am working for any individual. I do not know of any body
who could and would take the office. We do know that there are any number of secretaries in
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Washington who has and does work from the Washington office who can be secured by Myron.
Unless we in Maine take the initiative in this matter, when the spring meeting comes up the
matter will have already have been taken care of. It seems that there must be someone from
Lewiston-Auburn who has the qualifications and the willingness to accept the office. Can you
suggest someone? This would have to be done well in advance, before Myron had made some
commitment to someone else.
Regarding the signs: Myron and I had a great difference about this last year and that is why I am
confining myself to Western Maine, to Louis' section. Your section is well signed. As I
remember it there was only one or two missing. You should not have to pay to have signs made.
You should have enough manpower in your Outing Club to take care of this. If you can not take
care of it without inconvenience, I will be glad to make for you any that you need. This is a
winter project with me. I don't have time when spring comes. I will soon start on those for
Bigelow. 1 have the use of a one inch stencil cutting machine and a five-eighths inch machine. I
do not fill in the stencils solid. That is, I stencil on the board the same as your signs are and leave
it that way. Myron insists on one half inch solid letters.
It was nice seeing you yesterday.
{Or, I will cut the stencils and your group can make the signs if that is easier for you.}
{Will bring the tool cache down on my first trip to Lewiston. Come down occasionally on a
Saturday afternoon and evening.}
November 13, 1950. Copy to Lawson Reeves, Louis Chorzempa, Miss Stephenson.
DRAFT
Supplemental Note in connection with the Ninth Revision of the Sign List for the Appalachian
Trail in Maine.
A note, dated October 30, 1950, sent out new pages nos. 2, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 32 for the Ninth
Edition of the Sign List. As a result of corrections furnished at the informal Officers' Meeting at
Lewiston on November 12th, 1950, please make the following changes on the copy of the Ninth
Revision sent to you.
Sign No. 219a
Change “3.32” to “3.26”
Change “6.76” to “6.7”

Insert as additional sign at crossing of
abandoned Maine Highway 16:
No. 204a

Sign No. 213
Insert “3.25 m.”

Appalachian Trail
Jerome Brook Lean-to
<-Mt. Bigelow Firetower

Insert:
Sign No. 219b

Sign No. 204
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Appalachian Trail->
Firewarden’s Trail
Bigelow Col
Insert new sign:
No. 223a Where Trail and road to ski
development separate 100 yds. south of Maine
Highways 27 and 16.

Some question was raised as to whether this
sign could more appropriately go at the
crossing of the abandoned Maine Highway 16.
Since the warning is best given where one
undertakes the climb it would seem that it
should be retained at the Long Falls Dam Road
but an additional sign of the same lettering can
be placed on the abandoned Maine Highway
16 and at the end of the Stratton Brook
flowage. [sic, Should be “at the end of the
Flagstaff Lake flowage.”]

Appalachian Trail->
Mt. Sugarloaf
4.38 m.
Spaulding Mtn.
7.07 m.
Orbeton Stream 12.69 m.
Note: Circulation to be sent by Miss Stephenson to all who received copies of the memo of
October 30, 1950. Appropriate corrections to be made after receiving advices from Chorzempa.
SUPPLEMENTAL NOTE
in connection with the
NINTH REVISION OF THE SIGN LIST FOR THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
A note, dated October 30, 1950, sent out new pages nos. 2, 23, 24, 25, 26 and 32 for the Ninth
Edition of the Sign List. As a result of corrections furnished at the informal Officers' Meeting at
Lewiston on November 12th, 1950, please make the following changes on the copy of the Ninth
Revision sent to you.
213. On this sign insert “3.25 m.”
219a. On this sign:
Change “3.32” to “3.26”
Change “6.76” to “6.7”

219b. Insert new sign:
Appalachian Trail->
Firewarden’s Trail
Bigelow Col
A.T.C.
Insert new sign:

204a. Additional sign at crossing of abandoned
Maine Highway 16:
Appalachian Trail
Jerome Brook Lean-to
2.31 m. ->
<-Mt. Bigelow Firetower
7.82 m.
A.T.C.
Sign No. 204
Some question was raised as to whether this
sign could more appropriately go at the
crossing of the abandoned Maine Highway 16.
Since the warning is best given where one
undertakes the climb it would seem that it
should he retained at the Long Falls Dam Road
but an additional sign of the same lettering can
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223a. Where Trail and road to ski development
separate 100 yds. south of Maine Highways 27
and 16.
Appalachian Trail->
Mt. Sugarloaf
4.38 m.
Spaulding Mtn.
7.07 m.
Orbeton Stream 12.69 m.
A.T.C.

be placed on the abandoned Maine Highway
16 and at the end of the Stratton Brook
flowage. [sic. Should be “at the end of the
Flagstaff Lake flowage.”]

224. On this sign:
Change “8.85 m.” to “8.91 m.”
228. 229. These signs should carry a footnote
“For use if trail is constructed.”
REPORT OF PROGRESS
At the Nov. 12 meeting, Mr. Reeves stated he would provide the signs needed (see page 34 and
above) for the sections west of the Kennebec. Action has been initiated in Washington to provide
needed signs for Secs. 1 to 13 inc.
November 14, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Am returning the tool cache inventory, with the corrections, to you as you requested last Sunday.
I drew very heavy on my own paint during the year as I furnished the white paint for the Bigelow
Relocation, the blue paint for the Range Trail and last spring Helon Taylor took enough for the
proposed side trail on Mt. Abraham. Then I used a large quantity for the signs last winter.
Therefore, I am taking 2 qts. of blue from the cache and adding it to my own inventory.
I will take the cache to Roy Fairfield on my first trip to Lewiston which will be in a few weeks.
If you have any trouble understanding “page one”, return it to me and I will explain the transfers
in more detail.
In other words I have but 6 of the 17 qts. of white paint left of what was sent Oct. 1946. Louis
and I have two ¾ cans brown and no blue. With the two qts. of blue from the cache, I will have
enough for a year or two.
Helon Taylor has the paint at Eustis that I gave him last spring.
Enclose clipping from Monday’s Lewiston “Sun”. I did not get to see Monday’s “Journal”.
November 14, 1950. Myron Avery to Secretary of State, Augusta, Maine.
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Dear Sir:
I wish to obtain the address of the representatives of the owners of a tract of land in the
unorganized township “Crockertown”. This is in the vicinity of Stratton and on Maine Highways
16 and 17. I am informed that the land in question is owned by the Merron Estate. I assume that
there would be a record in the Taxation Department of the names of the representatives of this
tract.
If you will advise me as to where I should make inquiry or refer my letter to the proper office, I
shall be very much obliged. I will appreciate any response being sent to me at the address given
below.
November l4. 1930. Myron Avery to Mr. Jasper L. Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, Norcross,
Maine.
Dear Jasper:
I have received your letter with check for Maps No. 4, which I have endorsed over to the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club.
I am, indeed, sorry to learn that the game wardens caught you in an unguarded moment. I
suppose that the requirement, if it is upheld, means that a one-passenger plane cannot be used to
fly out both sportsmen and deer. It shows that they are not going to let up until they put you
through the wringer. I am sorry that you had to take a chance at all.
I note what you write about Ladd's building a camp on Church Pond. This will mean, I suppose,
that all of the logs in the Cooper Brook Road will be cut out. The worst ones were between the
Joe Mary Trail and Church Pond. If the toting does not go the entire length of the Cooper Brook
Road, I wish you would let me know if we can count on this operation to clear out these logs
which would otherwise require a lot of work.
I suppose you will let us know how you make out on your trial and hope that it will be as
successful as the last occasion. From what I hear, Brown is probably not the next Fish and Game
Commissioner.
CC:

Miss Park
Miss Stephenson
Seymour Smith
Hal Dyer

November 14, 1950.
SUGGESTIONS TO THOSE WHO TRAVEL THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
This Leaflet has been prepared by The Maine Appalachian Trail Club for the purpose of making
more enjoyable your travel of The Appalachian Trail in Maine. It is premised on the thought that
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this trip may be your initial venture. What is said here is only what you would learn in short
order. However, in order that your first journeying may produce, for you, maximum pleasure and
enjoyment, there is briefly set forth here — so that you may have such knowledge for planning
your own trip — the experience of other travelers and a word of caution on points which, if
unappreciated, could mar the pleasure of your trip.
The point of primary concern is "go light". Your pack for camping, under no circumstances
should exceed 30 pounds. This is a maximum. Many people overestimate their ability to carry
heavy loads. Undoubtedly, you can carry a much heavier pack but your comfort and pleasure are
decreased in the proportion that your load exceeds the allotted 30 pounds. If you stay at sporting
camps, 10 pounds should suffice.
Before undertaking your trip, check your equipment most carefully. You will find, to your
surprise, that many items can be eliminated. You will learn what you can do without. It is
particularly essential to avoid carrying heavy canned foods.
The second major factor is physical preparedness. Do not undertake any extended hiking trip
without a preliminary one-or-two-day practice hike, carrying your loaded pack. Maine woods
trails are necessarily rough and require considerable exertion. It is a very common failing to
underestimate the difficulties. Mileage means very little. An extended trail or camping trip — to
produce its maximum enjoyment — requires the same degree of training and forethought as does
athletic competition.
There are additional factors which can contribute to the pleasure of your journey. Give particular
heed to footwear. Shoes should be well broken in, thick-soled and at least a size larger than street
shoes. Many women hikers fail to obtain adequate shoes. Wear one or two pair of wool hose
over an old pair of silk or lisle socks. If you are susceptible to blisters, avoid this discomfort by
hardening your feet through soaking in a tannic acid solution. (Use one ounce of tannic acid to
two quarts of water in a porcelain container, several times for a quarter of an hour.) If you travel
in June or July take along a mosquito and black fly preparation. As against a possible mishap,
there are three indispensibles: a good compass, matches with fire-making material and
emergency food.
Above all, do not travel alone.
If you lack information as to where adequate light-weight camping equipment can be obtained,
send 50¢ to the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club, 1916 Sunderland Place, N. W., Washington 6,
D. C., and request its ___ page booklet, "List of Hiking, Camping, Mountaineering and Trailclearing Equipment.”
An absolute essential is that the traveler on The Appalachian Trail in Maine have the GUIDE TO
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE with its detailed description of the Trail and
accompanying maps. If there is insufficient time to order this publication from the Appalachian
Trail Conference (1916 Sunderland Place, N. W,, Washington 6, D. C.), it can be obtained from
the various offices of the Maine Publicity Bureau, the Millinocket Chamber of Commerce and at
the Katahdin Stream Campground. The portion of the Guide relating to Katahdin is issued
separately (price, $1.25; ____pp.).
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PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION APPROACHES
To The
APPALACHIAN TRAIL
Transportation Route and stations
thereon.
Asterisk indicates taxi services
available.

1. Bangor and Aroostook RR.
Main Line (Bangor- Van Buren)
Millinocket*…………………

Point or Approach on the Appalachian Trail
-- preceding numeral is mileage on Trail
from beginning of division, numeral in
parentheses is mileage to transportation
route.
MAINE
0.00
5.22
7.15
17.31
25.31

Norcross
Brownville*

37.16
43.06
77.00

Baxter Peak (5 by trail;
26 by road via Roaring Bk)
Katahdin Stream (26 by road)
Daicey Pond (30 by road)
Rainbow Lake Camps (via Millinocket
Flying Service plane landing on Rainbow
Lake)
Nahmakanta Lake Camps (via Millinocket
Flying Service)
Mahar Campground (15 by boat)
Antlers Camps (14 by boat)
Pleasant River Road (1 by trail; 21 by road
via Katahdin Iron Works)

2. Bangor and Aroostook Trans. Co.
Mattawamkeag – Millinocket
Millinocket*

(see
above)

3. North East Airline
Boston – Presque Isle
Millinocket*

(see
above)

4. Canadian Pacific RR
Saint John – Montreal
Brownville Jct. *

77.0

Pleasant River Road (1 by trail; 18 by road
via Katahdin Iron Works)

Bodfish

99.49

Bodfish Station

Greenville*

20.69

Rainbow Lake Dam (3 by tote- road to
Chesuncook Pond; 40 by road to Greenville)

57.01

Yoke Pond (35 by B Pond Rd)
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67.00

West Branch Ponds Road (30 via
Frenchtown Road; last 3 on private road)

November 15, 1950. Roger D. Freeman to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have received all your material. The changes in the area covered by the sketch map are indeed
extensive. It’s a lucky thing I got your first letter when I did, for I was just about to start on that
area. A considerable portion of the tracing is finished, but, because of college entrance
examinations and applications to be filled out, I will not be able to give it my full attention for
another two weeks. I have some questions which I would like to have answered regarding the
map, but as time permits I shall forward those later.
November 15, 1950. Lawson Reeves to John W. Clark.
Dear Jack:
I was very sorry that you could not get .to the M.A.T.C. Directors meeting last Sunday at Bates
College. I saw where Myron had notified you of the meeting. We had a six hour session from 12
noon to 6 P.M. Much good was accomplished. The spring meeting will be at Bates College
April 29th., the last Sunday in April.
You will recall that I told you earlier in the fall that in all probability there would be some
reassignments of sections at this fall meeting. That did happen last Sunday. The Mechanic Falls
Explorer Scouts took over the west side of Bigelow, the Buckfield Scout Troop the East side of
Bigelow starting at the new road to Long Falls Dam. In other words the Western section was
extended to the new road, which is two and one fourth miles between the old route 16 by the
Ledge House. Clair Sawtelle took over from the new road to East Carry Pond. The section from
East Carry to Troutdale is the only place unassigned from the Maine-New Hampshire line to
Blanchard. There is no sponsor for the Bigelow Range side trail yet.
The Bigelow relocation has been cleared, and painted. This was 4.85 miles long. If you can see
your way clear to do any trail work next summer, I would suggest that you speak for part of the
unassigned area now before someone else does ask for it. It is not wise for anyone to accept too
much distance to maintain unless he has a lot of spare time that he is willing to put in. It depends
on the terrain and trail conditions but my experience is that about ten miles is all that any one
man should take over unless he is assured of quite a lot of assistance.
We have not been able to find, anyone to replace you as Overseer, neither have we been able yet
to find anyone as Assistant Overseer for the Central or Eastern Sections. Louis Chorzempa has
done a swell job as Assistant in the western section. This has worked out wonderfully and should
be extended as fast as Assistants can be secured.
The tool cache Is being transferred to Bates College, as the most central place for it in western
Maine. I got the signs mailed out but cannot say how many of them were put up.
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The ski development has cut one trail on Sugarloaf and will do at least some skiing there next
winter and early spring.
No doubt the minutes, or a report of the Officers meeting will be mailed out but I wanted you to
know of what was done in the matter of reassigning the sections. I hope that your work will
allow you some leisure time for the Trail next summer, if not for work at least for some hiking
trips.
November 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Dean Harry W. Rowe, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
My dear Mr. Rowe:
On behalf of The Appalachian Trail Conference, I wish to take this opportunity to extend to the
Bates College Outing Club and to Bates College the appreciation of The Appalachian Trail
Conference for the courtesies extended to it and to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in
connection with the meeting held at Lewiston on November 12th of the officers of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club.
The opportunity to meet at Lewiston was of very considerable convenience to Club officers.
They appreciated also the hospitality of the Outing Club in serving refreshments to afford relief
from the business matters under discussion.
The activities of the Bates Outing Club in maintaining forty miles of Appalachian Trail in
western Maine are a very extensive contribution to the Trail project. The work of the Club over
several years and the particular effort to eliminate the deterioration resulting during the war years
have been successful to a marked degree. We believe that this type of activity, apart from being a
service to users of woods trails, stamps the Outing Club as unusual in that the activities of most
College organizations are only for the pleasure and benefit of their own members.
cc: Prof. Roy P. Fairfield; Prof. Wm. H. Sawyer, Jr.
November 16, 1950. W. H. Richards, Manager, Rainbow Lake Camps, P. O. Box 201,
Millinocket, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written] {Write Pitman, York. Write Hutton re
Barren}
Dear Mr. Avery,
Seems like my last mail to you was badly mixed up, and delayed. (We can thank the game
warden as he had it in his truck for a whole week—I also lost a good hunting party.) Anyway,
you know the story now, and we are sending this letter out with some hunters that will be sure
and mail it today.
Your lean-to has been completed with bed springs all chinked good and tight and ready to use.
Also enclosed outside toilet, good rock fire place. Can frankly tell you that everyone has said it’s
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one of the best lean-tos they have seen. It’s much better than the old one and I am sure you will
be satisfied 100%.
We are all fine here at camp and have everything all ready for next spring. Don’t like the idea of
moving into town but it’s going to freeze up and expect to leave here next week.
Looking forward to seeing you next summer—your trail up mountain will be cleaned out by time
it’s needed. Swell view from up there. Also excellent hunting.
Please excuse this hasty letter. Very best regards to you from Ida and I.
{Copy Helon Taylor, Park, Stephenson, Sawtelle, Tappan, Seymour Smith}
November 17, 1950. H. G. Eastman, Bureau of Taxation, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
In reply to your letter of November 14th, the 1,756.35 acre tract in 4 R. 2 BKP, RKR [sic, should
be “WKR”], Franklin County is assessed to Carl L. Merrow, Hrs., and the tax bill is sent to Mrs.
Netta M. Merrow, Admx. of the Mark H. Merrow Estate, Poland, Me.
November 18, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
The attached page represents our interpretation of the corrections on page 1 of the Inventory. I
intended for Chorzempa to retain a copy and I am sending him the corrected issue.
I assume that we must have sent you, when we were discussing sign painting, the Trail Manual,
which contains the Conference's experience in that connection. On the chance that we did not, I
am sending one forward. We are revising the Manual in preparation for a new edition, which will
then make all our ATC literature quite current.
We have drafted the first edition of the notice on "going light", which, after condensation and
editing, Miss Stephenson will probably circulate to get the benefit of thoughts of people in Maine.
Copy to Louis Chorzempa
Encls.
November 18, 1950. Roger D. Freeman to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
This morning I worked on the map #5 tracing for 3 hours. I am happy to report that is well over
half finished. The only sections remaining are (1) the crowded area near Yoke Pond; (2) the new
area, of which you sent me a map (which I will shortly return); (3) the map titles, AT monogram,
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and compass setting. By the way, you may be interested to know that I am using the 80CL
template on the crowded area. I just got it recently. I will send the questions to you shortly.
November 19, 1950. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
It was good to see you again. I thought we had an excellent meeting last Sunday, tho I must
confess at this stage of the game that I was getting pretty hungry along about 4 o'clock, having
had my breakfast at 9:30! Guess I'd not make a very good ascetic!
Am sending the Sugarloaf data about which I spoke, including envelopes, etc.
It looks as though something concrete is developing on the Maine Outing Club scene. The MOC
is having a week-end for all Maine clubs at Camden on Dec. 9-10. When they asked us to send 5
members plus a faculty adviser, we jumped at the opportunity. Then, when they asked us to
suggest topics for discussion, we “subtly” (?) (with a lead pipe?) suggested that the Appalachian
Trail might make a good topic. Edith Curtis, via phone with our president, said she had turned
my letter over to somebody else and it was supposedly answered. But, they seemed quite anxious
to see the movies and slides, so I think we shall have the opportunity to do the necessary
indoctrination.
Two questions: 1) Will the Conference help us any in purchasing materials for the Sabbath Day
Pond lean-to roof? I meant to ask you about this on Sunday. 2) I have had several requests for a
New Hampshire guide book, by people who wanted to use the NH trails for one reason or other.
What is the cost? It might be worth while for us to have this facility, since people in the area tend
to look to us for help.
The trip which the boys were supposed to be taking in the Elephant Mt. area was cut off quite
abruptly by a car breakdown, so I guess we still have these logs to cut out in the Spring. Sorry!
And, so…back to join my friends, the bookworms!
{JS, MP}
November 21, 1950. Roy P. Fairfield, Faculty Adviser, Bates Outing Club, to M. P. Curran,
47B Street, Manchester, N. H.
Dear Mr. Curran,
I’m afraid your letter of October 21 has not been answered, due to its having been caught in with
some other material. I’m sorry, but I hope it is not too late to help with your article.
Yes, we do participate in the “vanishing sport!” —both for business and pleasure. One of the big
events of our Winter Carnival is the softball game between the students and the faculty…on
snowshoes! It is really a riot. Spills are the rule rather than the exception and the students get a
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big kick out of seeing the faculty, and sometimes our president, take nose dives into the white!
Sliding into second base is bound to precipitate a snow spray if not an argument!
Then, too, we use the shoes to get into our two cabins which are located in the woods away from
the highways. This year, we intend to use them for an Appalachian Trail safari. We expect to
skid, 250-300’ of lumber 2 ½ miles from Highway 17 to Sabbath Day Pond in the Rangeley
Lakes area in order to build a new lean-to roof. It should be a novel experience.
Of course, there are always individuals, too, who take advantage of the snowshoes which are
available to every Bates student…all students being members of the Outing Club.
Good luck on your article. We’d be interested in reading it, I’m sure, if we knew where it were
going to appear.
November 21, 1950. Myron Avery to Bronson Griscom.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
At our very successful informal meeting of the Officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in
Lewiston on November 12th, Lawson Reeves reported that the Kennebec Paper Company had
cut the bridge across Orbeten Stream. He was rather skeptical that the Company would rebuild it.
He reported the steps which you had taken to make it passable by hikers. This was rather a
surprising development. I wondered why they found it necessary to do this. Perhaps you have
some later word.
I would be very much interested in your appraisal of the situation.
November 21, 1950. Myron Avery to Robert Hutton, Forest Supervisor, Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
My travels this year seem to have taken me in an opposite direction from Greenville.
Hal Dyer, Helon Taylor and I made a trip to the north end of Katahdin to see what was going on
up there. We had thought that after the cessation of the Eastern Corporation activities things
would lay quiet. The whole country is a beehive of activity. We went by jeep to Webster Lake.
The Diamond Match Company has built a new graveled road from Trout Brook to the north
shore of Second Lake. HeIon Taylor expected to get built this fall the new road to the Baxter
Park Campground at South Branch Ponds.
We are revising our Maine Guidebook maps and I would like to know whether the Lookout
Tower and the Firewarden's Cabin were built on Barren Mountain. I assume that the firewarden
goes up from the St. Regis Camps on Mink Brook.
I hope that next summer's travels — if we are able to do any traveling — will result in our trails
crossing again.
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November 21, 1950. Myron Avery to Fred Pitman, Katahdin Stream Campsite, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Fred:
Since inquiries may be made of you, I had thought that I had better tell you that the Rainbow
Lake Lean-to has been rebuilt. It is now at Big Spring, half way between Rainbow Lake Camps
and the Dam. The fishermen made such a nuisance of the structure at the Dam that we had to
remove the one there. It makes it easier for people hiking from Katahdin Stream since the
structure is two miles nearer.
HeIon Taylor will probably tell you about our trip to the north end of the Park. We had a fine
time and got to the East Branch with the jeep.
Tell Mrs. Pitman that we were very pleased with her sale of the Guides and we will see to it that
she receives a large supply before the season opens next spring. On the basis of last summer’s
performance, she should have a good sale in I951.
We have had quite a few reports of people starting late with heavy loads and under-estimating
the difficulty of the trip to Rainbow lake. We are going to put out some literature and put up
some notices warning people not to underestimate the distance but to camp at the Penobscot
West Branch Campsite. Mrs. Pitman might bear this in mind if people come in to buy maps and
Guidebooks.
I am looking forward to seeing you next summer.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
November 21, 1950. Myron Avery to H. W. Richards, Proprietor, Rainbow Lake Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Richards:
I received your letter telling me that the lean-to was finished. The letter was dated October 16th
and 1 wondered if it was more of the mix-up in getting the letters out. I rather guess, however,
that it was written on November 16th.
Our treasurer. Miss Marion Park, has been in the hospital but I have spoken to her and she is
sending forward to you, now, a check in the amount of $100.00, the sum agreed upon for
building the lean-to. You should have it within a day or two.
If this letter was written on October 16th, you are probably wondering why you have not heard
from us.
We are glad, indeed, to know that the lean-to is finished. What you say sounds very good and I
am sure that it is a fine job. I am very anxious to see it. I only hope that we have guessed
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correctly and that none of the fishermen will walk up the trail from Rainbow Dam for two miles
to make a nuisance of this place. I suppose that the old one has just completely disappeared.
Perhaps a lot of the fishermen will not learn that it has been rebuilt.
We have given a lot of thought to what you said about parties arriving very late at Rainbow with
heavy packs and completely worn out. We are starting a campaign to try to eliminate this trouble.
You will see quite a bit of it in the January, 1951, issue of Appalachian Trailway News. In
addition, we are putting a warning notice on the Cable Bridge and where the Trail reaches the
road at Katahdin Stream. Anybody who runs into trouble after reading these warnings will have
only his own hard-headedness to blame. We are also planning to distribute a leaflet so that
people will know what to do and will avoid these unhappy experiences.
I did get into the country north of Katahdin about three weeks ago. There is a lot of lumbering
and road building going on up there. We went by jeep to the Penobscot East Branch at Webster
Lake.
We are looking forward to seeing the new lean-to and we are greatly pleased that you were able
to get it finished this fall. We think that this change will be to everybody's benefit — except the
fishermen who abused the structure.
cc:

Miss Park
Miss Stephenson
Seymour Smith
Sidney Tappan

November 21, 1950. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Your letter concerning your trip to the northern part of Baxter Park, and a copy of the revised
sign list have been received and studied. Just before your letter came I received another from Mr.
Earl W. York. One bit of news from the letter will be of interest to you. Junior and Earl York are
or have been working for the Great Northern Paper Company getting the Toll Dam on the
Sourdnahunk Stream ready for the drive which is scheduled for next spring. They have assured
me that there will be a good walk way across the dam when they finish their job. You will
remember that I spent quite a lot of time and effort last summer on this project, but of course my
efforts were at best merely temporary patch work. They will also ready the camp beside the A.T.
upstream from the dam so that it will be useable for the river drivers come spring.
Mrs. York will not stay in camp much longer, but will go out as soon as the cabins are prepared
for the winter. She did not say whether Junior and Jeanette would stay in all winter or not.
“Ricky”, the older boy, is in school at Medway. Mrs. York fell and hurt her ribs, and had to go
out to Millinocket for treatment and convalescence, but she is back now finishing up the repair
work.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

508

Thanks too for enclosing a copy of the letter from the Richards at Rainbow Lake about the leanto. I shall make a point of going through to the lake and meeting them next year.
During our vacation last year (1949) Peter and I found a couple of stones in the Sourdnahunk
Stream. These stones were fossiliferous and so this past summer when I climbed Mt. Coe with
Leyland Goodrich and his son John I suggested that we should keep our eyes open for similar
specimens. About 1/3 of the way up the slide which comes down between Coe and O.J.I. we
found a stone the size of a medium sized pumpkin which was full of fossils, mostly brachiopods.
We tried to bring this stone down in toto but this proved to be too dangerous an undertaking. So
we broke off small pieces which we could carry easily. Naturally I would like to learn more
about these fossils, how old they are, where did the stones come from, etc. I assume that they
were brought down from the north during the ice age since the mountains are so far as I know
granitic and therefore free from fossils. Perhaps you could suggest some literature pertaining to
the geology of the Katahdin area or some person who would be able to help me follow this
interesting subject further.
Peter and I hope that you and your family may be together for Thanksgiving. We have much for
which to be thankful and surely one of our blessings is the opportunity to go to Maine each year
for a period of real recreation among the mountains, along the streams, beside the ponds, and to
have a share in helping to make this available to others.
November 22, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I have delayed in answering your letter of Nov. 13th until I had a chance to check on the several
points covered by your letter.
I found that a new post has been put in at the junction of the Trail to Sugarloaf and Maine
Highway 27 at Bigelow village and our signs nailed to it. About four inches of new snow cover
this area as of this date. The road to be used by the ski development had not been bulldozed as
yet but trees have already been cut on each side to widen it.
We have had a sign since Nov. 1949 at the point where the Appalachian Trail takes off from this
road. This is about 100 yds. south of Maine Highway 27, and duplicates the distances on Maine
Highway 27 to Orbeton Stream and Redington Pond Camps. This should serve to denote the
point of departure of the Trail from the bulldozed road until a new sign can be made and put up.
Neither Lawson or myself can plot the bulldozed road to be used by the ski development at
present, but I will probably go over it in the near future, and plot the general location of it on a
map which I will then send forward to you.
I have indicated the general location of the new firewarden’s trail (on Bigelow) on the enclosed
map. Also the extension of the road into Stratton Brook flowage. This is now passable by auto to
the junction of the Appalachian Trail and the firewarden’s trail. This road extends another ½
mile beyond this point following close to the flowage, with hauling roads branching off. This last
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½ mile is passable by truck or jeep but is not very good for passenger cars at present. Moreover it
would not be used by hikers beyond the point where the Appalachian Trail and firewarden’s trail
come in, so I have indicated this last ½ mile on the map in broken lines as a tote road.
At Orbeton Stream: From the south the road is passable by jeep from East Madrid to within one
mile of the Appalachian Trail at Orbeton Stream. It is chained off at the Redington township
boundary line.
In further checking of the sign list I find that on sign No. 224 (Section 18) the distance from the
Mt. Sugarloaf lean-to to the Horns Pond lean-tos should be changed from 8.85 m. to 8.91 m.
Also, there are no signs at present at the junction of the proposed side trail to Mt. Abraham and
the A.T., 8.61 m. (Signs Nos. 228 and 229). Were not these signs discontinued some time ago?
On section 19—sign No. 234 would need to be discontinued. (This gives the distance to
Redington Pond Camps from the A.T.)
Enclosed are a coupla snapshots showing the condition of the Bigelow Col. Lean-to in Sept.
1950.
November 22, 1950. Deputy Forest Commissioner Austin Wilkins to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are at last in the final stage of preparing the public picnic area folder showing camp sites and
lunch grounds maintained by the Maine Forest Service and other agencies.
Will you kindly check the enclosed sheet for any errors, deletions, or additions and return to me.
When all corrected sheets are in we will prepare the final copy which will be sent to the printer
together with some cuts and a brief description of laws. We are hopeful that these will be
available in sufficient quantities for free distribution from this office to agencies such as the
Maine Publicity Bureau, Maine Development Commission and others.
encl.
P.S. There is one very helpful thing you can do for me. Will you kindly indicate opposite each
public site the county in which it is located. I am not familiar with the Appalachian Trail to do
this myself and if it is not asking too much I would appreciate your help. I hope some day, as
time permits, that I will be able to personally see some of these areas and thus better acquaint
myself with the excellent work which you are doing.
November 24, 1950. Myron Avery to Mrs. Netta M. Merrow, Administratrix of Mark H.
Morrow Estate, Poland, Maine.
My dear Mrs. Morrow:
I am writing in connection with the ownership, by the Merrow Estate, of a section of land in the
vicinity of Bigelow Village at the base of Mt. Sugarloaf. The Appalachian Trail, which extends
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from Maine to Georgia, apparently crosses a portion of the land owned by the Estate near
Bigelow Village in the route between Mt. Bigelow and Mt. Sugarloaf.
I was recently in contact with the officials of the Great Northern Paper Company, which owns
land farther up on Mt. Sugarloaf. They had told me that members of ski clubs had been in touch
with the representatives of the Merrow Estate in an effort to obtain a lease for the building of a
ski trail.
The Appalachian Trail is a very well-known and useful foot route and it is naturally a matter of
interest to the Trail Conference to know of any development in its vicinity.
We would like very much to know if the Estate has given the ski group any lease to build a road
on the land owned by the Estate. If there has been no lease entered into, we would appreciate
knowing whether negotiations in this connection are under way, or any other development.
It would be a matter of great assistance if we could be advised on these points.
We are sending, under separate cover, some literature which may be of interest in familiarizing
you with The Appalachian Trail project. We are enclosing herewith an addressed envelope for
your use in replying to this inquiry.
November 24, 1950. Lawson Reeves to [Myron Avery?]. [Hand-written]
Showed the slides for Floyd Flagg at Buckfield last Mon. night. Altho Floyd is a very
experienced woodsman, I do not expect much out of his 11 to 14 year old scouts. What work is
done will be done by Floyd and the boys will probably be more of a hindrance than a help.
November 24, 1950. Harry W. Rowe, Dean of the Faculty, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine,
to Myron Avery, Chairman The Appalachian Trai1 Conference 4531 - 45th Street,
N.W.Washington 16, D.C.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of November 16 is much appreciated. Here at Bates we have much satisfaction out of
the program and accomplishments of our Outing Club. It not only brings our students to outdoor
interests, but it develops in them solidarity and community interest.
Only two days ago we were checking our calendar to see if we could find facilities for another
meeting of the Appalachian Club on the Bates campus. We find that there is a Sunday in April
when our Men’s Union Building will be free and available. Mr. Fairfield will be writing you in
more detail about this.
I will hope to see you when you are in Lewiston, as I live directly opposite to Will Sawyer. I
once met you at his house.
November 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield.
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Dear Roy:
I am pleased to have your letter of November 19th.
I, too, thought we covered many topics at our meeting. It is hard, in such informal sessions, to
keep the meeting from wandering at times but I think that no one expected matters to proceed
with too much expedition but rather to have opportunity for a leisurely discussion.
Unless you have any objection, I would like to retain the letters from the Sugarloaf Mountain Ski
Club in order to have available the data. I have located the Administratrix of the estate and have
made a preliminary inquiry from her as to whether the Ski Club has actually obtained the lease.
If it has not, I shall try to obtain the same protection as we are promised by the Great Northern
Paper Company.
What you have to say about the Maine Outing Club meeting, scheduled at Camden for December
9th and 10th, is most encouraging. I understand that you have the Trail Technique reel and will
want it for possible use at that session. We are, of course, delighted that you should use the
opportunity to drive home the Appalachian Trail matter. I trust that it will afford an opportunity
to discuss the maintenance problems, indicate that handling this sixteen-mile section is a major
task and reiterate what I said about the necessity for summer work on the west slope of Moxie
Bald. If they want to undertake construction, the Moxie Bald Lean-to can always be rebuilt.
{Breakneck Ridge campsite to be estab.}
It occurs to me that it might be advisable to put you in a position to be able to distribute some
literature at this session. Accordingly, I have asked Assistant Secretary Stephan to mail you a
package of one hundred copies of Publication No. 17, and a dozen of the leaflets on the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. I would send more of the latter but the supply is limited. She will
include a couple of copies of '’Suggestions”, No. 5, and Appalachian Trailway News, so that you
can have them available if needed.
Turning to your two questions.
The Conference made, as you remember, a contribution to the Cable Bridge work and also for
'Trail work in Maine during 1950. I have in mind asking for a similar contribution in 1951,
which should permit assisting in defraying the cost of the material for repairing the Sabbath Day
Pond Lean-to. I doubt if this will amount to very much. I am asking Marion Park to check into
her treasurer's accounts and see what was paid Helon Taylor for purchasing the repair material
for Sugarloaf. Your bill should be less. Why do you not determine the expected cost and let me
know? Unless the matter is urgent on the budget aspect, I would rather defer (for obvious
reasons) asking the Conference to come forward with any more until the latter part of 1951. If
you knew that you could expect some reimbursement, that might be sufficient.
Since the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has just paid out $135.00 in connection with the
Rainbow Lake Lean-to, it has to hold up until it can get its breath as a result of the Cable Bridge
repair, trail work, and other aspects.
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Your next question was about a New Hampshire Guidebook.
This is covered by GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND. It is only
an outline of the through trails in the White Mountains. This is due to the fact that the detailed
WHITE MOUNTAIN GUIDE of the Appalachian Mountain Club (5 Joy Street, Boston, price
$3.25) covers the terrain and, consequently, there has been a gap in our Guide. We are not in a
position to get an A.M.C. Guide without buying one. Our pending new edition of the New
England Guide remedies one defect, in that we are able to include, by arrangement with the
Green Mountain Club, the missing one hundred miles for Vermont. It is our hope that in the next
two years someone will measure the White Mountain section and then we will have our own data
which we can use.
I am asking Assistant Secretary Stephan to mail you, for what it is worth, a reserve copy of the
New England Guide and the Supplement for the D.O.C. Trails. The first lists the A.M.C. trails,
which form a part of the through Appalachian Trail. I am sorry to say that the matter of obtaining
a copy of the A.M.C. Guide is not one where we can help and there is no recourse except to buy
it.
I am hoping that we will obtain more assistance from Clair Sawtelle in the future.
When the inventory of trail tools is re-typed, we will send you a copy so that you will know what
you are supposed to have on hand.
Copy to:
Miss Marion Park
Miss Jean Stephenson
Sent under separate cover:
100 A.T.C. Publication No. 17
3 A.T.C. Publication No 15 (Suggestions)
3 A.T.C. Publication No. 5
12 of M.A.T.C. Leaflet
6 copies Appalachian Trailway News
1 – New England guide with Supplement
November 25, 1950. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I was glad to have your letter of November 21st. I had heard that the Great Northern was
completing its cut in the Baxter State Park area and had assumed that the Toll Dam would be
repaired in the process.
You have asked a question about the geology of the rocks left on top of Katahdin by the glacier.
If you would check through the KATAHDIN BIBLIOGRAPHY and see the references to
Jackson, Hitchcock, Tarr and Smith, you will have the literature on this point. There was a
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controversy for a long time as to whether the top of Katahdin protruded above the glacier.
Jackson thought it did. Hitchcock thought it did not. Tarr’s article (which you can find, I suppose,
at the Boston library) reviewed the controversy and concluded, partly from finding rocks other
than the Katahdin granite, near the top, that the glacier had covered the mountain. I remember
finding a rock with fossils very near the top which bore out the Tarr conclusion. I think that the
Tarr article will satisfy you in addition to the geology articles in the Maine Guide.
The co-author of the KATAHDIN BIBLIOGRAPHY is now Professor of Geology at Union
College. He started a thesis on the Katahdin geology and if you wanted to write him on any point,
I think he would reply to your inquiry.
The rebuilding of the Rainbow Lake Lean-to accomplishes a much needed improvement.
Now quiet and snow have settled down on the Trail and matters should rest for a while.
I am pressing the point of getting completed all the signs far Maine.
November 29, 1950. Myron Avery to Louis Chorzempa.
Dear Louis:
Thank you for your letter of November 22nd, which gives me very much information.
Your plotting on the map is sufficient and very timely since we are finishing the work on the
corrected tracing.
I understand all the references to the corrections on the sign list. We will include No. 224 on the
list of changes of which I sent you an advance copy.
We, of course, do not intend to have made the signs for the side trail to Abraham until the trail
becomes a reality. However, we thought it desirable to include the data so that the signs could be
readily made, if needed, and the list be complete. Similarly, we thought that Sign No. 234 with
the reference to Redington Pond Camps was an essential part of the list. Of course, one would
not make it or put it up now. If the camps go back into operation, the data are there on the list,
which is complete. In other words, we made a theoretically complete list, which can be altered to
meet conditions.
I have read with much interest what you say about the condition of the trail at Bigelow Village. It
is interesting to know that the ski people went through with their commitment to put up a new
post.
I am afraid that this storm will have left its traces in the Maine woods. Did it hit the woods hard
up your way. [This was the “Great Appalachian Storm” of 25 November, which caused
widespread damage.]
I gave Miss Stephenson the Bigelow Col photos. She is glad to have so complete a collection.
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November 29, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
Thank you for returning the first page of the tool cache list. We have made the corrections you
indicated. The number of weeders was confused. We had intended to list only those remaining of
the 1950 purchase.
1 have located the Administratrix in the Merrow Estate and have written to see if she has
executed any lease. We will try to get the same protection as promised by the Great Northern
Paper Company.
We had quite a storm here and I suppose it must have done much damage to the Trail.
November 29, 1950. Myron Avery to Deputy Forest Commissioner Austin Wilkins.
Dear Mr. Wilkins:
I have received your letter of November 22, enclosing the tentative list of lean-tos and campsites
along The Appalachian Trail. I return it herewith, with the indicated corrections.
We are pleased to have the opportunity to check the list before its publication and I am glad to
comply with your request to indicate the county where the lean-to is located.
I have thought it would be simpler to deal with the matter by retyping the list in order to avoid
any question of interpretation of my corrections. This will supersede the corrected sheet sent
with my letter of July 1, 1950, which explains some of the changes.
I wrote you on November 7 with respect to the change at Rainbow Lake.
Some of these structures are now fifteen years old and we find that we are obliged to make rather
extensive repairs on the roofs which were made from cedar shakes.
cc:

Miss Stephenson (with enclosure)
Dr. R. B. Sosman
”

Enclosure - 3 copies of List of Lean-tos on Appalachian Trail in Maine
Appalachian Trail – Lean-tos and Shelters. North to South, Maine – 269.17 miles
When no descriptive term is used following the name or location, the structure is a lean-to.
Distances are given along The Appalachian Trail.
The listed structures have been designated as public campsites within the meaning of Sec. 51,
Chap. 38, R.S. 1944, as to not require the employment of a licensed guide. Any use of such
structures is, however, prohibited by Governor’s proclamation closing the woods to smoking and
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building of all fires or the use of portable stoves out of doors within the area where the structures
are located.
Distance from Katahdin:
5.22 m.
10.56 m.
18.96 m.
28.12 m.
32.68 m.
39.76 m.
50.86 m.
60.26 m.
68.61 m.
74.91 m.
85.15 m.
92.13 m.
95.5 m.
101.86 m.
108.01 m.
122.06 m.
127.83 m.
134.36 m.
141.43 m.
150.89 m.
156.87 m.
166.98 m.
177.55 m.
180.55 m.
189.46 m.
195.6 m.
202.65 m.
211.23 m.
222.62 m.
230.79 m.
238.4 m.
248.68 m.
255.4 m.
259.09 m.
263.97 m.
268.58 m.

Katahdin Stream
Penobscot West Branch (campsite)
Rainbow Lake
Wadleigh Pond (campsite; 0.1 m. on side trail)
Nahmakanta Lake
Potaywadjo Spring (campsite)
Cooper Brook Falls (campsite)
East Branch Tote-road (campsite)
White Cap Mountain (campsite)
White Brook (campsite)
Chairback Gap (campsite)
Cloud Pond (0.3 m. on side trail)
Long Pond Stream (campsite; 0.2 m. on side trail)
Little Wilson Bridge (campsite)
Old Stage Road (campsite)
Breakneck Ridge (campsite)
Moxie Bald Mountain (campsite)
Bear Brook Landing (campsite; 100 yds. on side tr.)
Pleasant Pond Mountain (campsite)
Pierce Pond (0.5 m. on side trail)
East Carry Pond (0.11 m. on side trail)
Jerome Brook
Bigelow Col
Horns Pond (2)
Mt. Sugarloaf
Spaulding Mountain
Poplar Ridge (Saddleback Mtn.)
Piazza Rock
Sabbath Day Pond
Elephant Mountain
Squirrel Rock
Frye Brook
Grafton Notch
Speck Pond
Full Goose
Carlo Col

County
Piscataquis
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
Somerset
“
“
“
“
“
Franklin
“
“
“
“
“
“
“
Oxford
“
“
“
“
“

November 29, 1950. Robert Hutton, Maine Forest Service, Greenville, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I was in hopes you would be able to get to Greenville this summer as usual. However enjoyed
your letter.
This year stumpage of all species is in great demand and an exceptionally large cut will be made
throughout the State. I hope this cutting does not affect the Trail to any great extent as it has in
places in the past.
This year Elliotsville elected to come into the District and in order to obtain better coverage we
built a camp on the north west corner of Cloud Pond and a tower on the Western Peak.
November, 1950. {Copy Sawtelle, Chorzempa, Fairfield}
TRAIL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT AT SPORTING CAMPS AND WITH VARIOUS
INDIVIDUALS ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
{Lawson Reeves: I shall have the cache. Am going to Lewiston tomorrow but since Roy
Fairfield will not be home I can not deliver it. Will do so at the first opportunity.} [Lawson’s
comments shown on this copy.]
******
M. H. Avery, Lubec

4 – 1949 Disston Shears
4 Sets of extra handles, bolts, etc.

M.A.T.C. Cache
(Stored at Bates Outing Club
Headquarters, Lewiston)

1 carton, 12 qts. white paint
5 qts. white paint
3 qts. blue paint (1 opened)
2 Disston (new style) shears
6 Disston (new-style) shears
1 box 52 bolts, (26 handles
108 clips
108 nuts
4 weeders (Purchased Sept. 1950) {Reeves: These four
weeders were never sent here. I received one box of 12 and
gave 2 to Sawtelle and have the 10 left. Everything else is
OK.}
300 or 400 A.T. markers and nails
10 new weeders (purchased Sept. 50)
12 qts. white paint (ordered Dec. 50)
(Note: Clark still has 2 new-style Disston shears,
weeders and some other equipment.)

Lawson Reeves, Dryden

6 qts. white paint (1 opened)
3/4 qt. brown paint
100 markers
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2 weeders
2 pair shears
2 scrapers
2 brushes
2 qts. blue paint
Louis Chorzempa, Dryden

1 qt. blue paint
4/5 qt. brown paint

Harry Davis, Monson

5 pair weeders (condition unknown)
3 pair (old-style) Disston shears (one broken handle)

Claire Sawtelle

2 weeders (new)
2 shears (Disston, special type)
2 handles
4 bolts, clips and nuts

Mechanic Falls Explorer Scouts

6 weeders with extra handles, clips and nuts (sent in fall of
1950.)

Ned K. Anderson

3 worn shears
2 worn weeders (Sept. 1945)

Stanley B. Attwood

1 weeder and blade

Baxter State Park Supervisor –
Katahdin Stream Campsite

6 pr. (new-type) Disston Pruning Shears (One pair broken –
Aug. 1949).
6 handles, etc. (sent to Sherman, Sept. 1949)

York’s Twin Pine Camps

1 carton (8 cans) white paint
4 quarts blue paint (sent Sept. 49)
1 Hunt black paint
3 carriers (small quart)
1 can turpentine
(There are no A.T. markers, nails, or signs at these camps.)

Rainbow Lake Camps

½ qt. blue paint
1 scraper
1 Disston tapered handle
2 Disston shears (old style)
(repaired handles, poor)
1 Disston (new style) handle
5 weeders – used
1 weeder – new
(Cartons of paint: 9 qts. white, 3 qts. brown, delivered by
Haynes in fall of 1950.
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Nahmakanta Lake Camps

1 weeder (not located 1949)
2 qts, brown paint (not located 1949)
1 qt, (glass jar) blue paint) (not located 1949),
50 markers
100 nails
1 carton (12 qts.) white paint sent Sept, 1949
1 Sign (No. 42), 8th edition (discarded)

Antlers Camps
(Lower Joe Mary lake)

1 Seymour Smith shears
1 weeder
(Rest of equipment missing in 1950. This comprised 2
heavy Disston, 1 Seymour Smith shears.)

Buck Horn Camps

1 qt. blue paint
8 qts. brown paint (qt. cans. unopened)
10-4/5 qts; white (qt. cans, 10 unopened,
1 partly used),
1 gal. white paint (1 gal. can).
1 heavy weight shears (used, weak handle)
1 Disston (light weight) shears, used, extra handles
3 used board scrapers
2 weeders, used
40 nails
3/4 pint gum turpentine
*1 package nails
*1 package A.T. Markers
2 gal.-can paint carriers with bails and small cans.
7 paper cups
2 pr. glasses
6 brushes, 1 long file, 2 old boards for signs
1 sign (No. 53)
1 pr. handles for shears (ordered 1949)
1 Disston (new-style shears; (broken bolt; used by M.H.A.
in 1950)
(* Note by J.S.: Did not open these but they appear to
contain 100 nails and 50 markers.)

Yoke Pond Camps

½ qt. fly dope
7 qts. white paint in cans
8 qts. white paint in glass jars
2 qts. black paint (one leaking – unable to locate
½ qt. full can blue paint
2 pr. pruning shears (one pair reported in previous
inventory is now missing)
1 qt. blue paint (unable to locate)
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15 markers
38 nails
1 notebook
56 markers
56 nails
2 qts. brown paint in cans
4 brushes
Chadwick’s West Branch Pond
Camps

1 weeder
2 used scrapers
1 qt. blue paint in can
1 qt. blue paint in glass
2 – one-foot files
11 nails
1 pr. canvas gloves
1 new scraper
12 qts. white paint in cans (sent Sept. 1949)
4 qts. brown paint in cans
5 markers

Chairback Mountain Camps

4 cans blue paint
4 cans brown paint
14 cans white paint (including 2 cans half full)
1 Bean ax (handle replaced)
1 Seymour Smith shears (good)
1 wooden box with 6 Disston shears
4 weeders (used, dull)
1 carton with 6 handles, clips, bolts, nuts for Disston shears
1 flat 12” file
1 pt. bottle turpentine
4 discarded board signs (6 viewpoints to be installed in
Gulf Hagas; Billings Falls sign; Main Jaws sign)
3 new brushes
1 hammer
5 used scrapers
1 bottle P.A.T.C. fly dope
3 packages markers
50 (app.) nails
1 package tannic acid
1 super Disston shears in carton (marked “M.H.A.—Do Not
Use”); unused – only available new pair this type.
1 J.S. paint carrier

Firewarden’s Cabin on Moxie
Bald Mtn.

1 qt, blue paint (left 1942 - not found July 1949)
3/4 qt. white paint
1/4 qt. blue paint (partly used 1946)
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Troutdale Camps

7 weeders (Lively Lad); 5 new, sent in Aug. 1950, 2 from
former cache at Troutdale (one is good and other has
rusty blade)
2 new light Disston pruning shears (no extra handles),
delivered by Reeves, Aug. 1950
6 cans white titanium oxide paint (one opened, stirred, but
not used, and immediately closed)
¾ can white titanium oxide paint
¾ can light blue titanium oxide paint
4-2/3 cans Van Dyke brown paint (sent in Aug. 1950;
damaged in transit. All cans opened, examined and
immediately closed. The 2/3 can is residue of two leaking
cans)
1 can light brown floor enamel

Sterling’s Hotel, Caratunk

2 qts. white paint in cans
20 markers
40 nails
2 paint carrier handles
3 scrapers, bored and with string
3 brushes
2 pr. large canvas gloves

Pierce Pond Camps

3 qts. white paint in jars
2/3 qt. white paint in can
3/4 qt. blue paint in can
1 empty tin can
1 paint carrier
20 good markers and nails
20 varnished markers (to be destroyed)

East Carry Pond Camps

3 qts. white paint in jars
3/4 qt, white paint in jar (used in 1945)
1/2 qt. black paint, used in 1945
1/2 qt, turpentine
1 pr, pruning shears (with handle reconstructed at Moxie
Pond)
2 Signs (Nos. 158 and 159). (Extras; used at Junction A.T.
and Carry Pond Lean-to Trail; varnished and in fair order;
made in 1942)

West Carry Pond Camps

50 A.T. markers
100 galvanized nails
4 new paint brushes
2 scrapers (one not bored in handle)
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8 qts. white paint (sent in Aug. 1945)
4 qts. blue paint
6 qts. gray paint (at least one has leaked)
1 small paint carrier
2 weeders
1 pruning shears (Storey inserted a handle)
(Note: remaining equipment on list of October 5, 1946
removed for use in Western Maine by John Clark)
Herbert Blackwell

1 weeder
1 pr. pruning shears

Fred Hutchins, Stratton

1 pr, pruning shears
1 weeder
1 qt, white paint
1-1/2 qts. blue paint

December 2, 1950. Myron Avery to Jewel Paint & Varnish Company, Chicago, Illinois.
Dear Sirs:
We wish to place another of our periodical orders for Appalachian Trail paint. You will recall
that you make these shipments to us in quart cans.
We would wish to place an order for the following:
20 gallons Appalachian Trail white; this in quart-cans.
8 gallons Appalachian Trail blue;

this in quart cans.

We would want one carton of the white paint sent, with the freight charges prepaid, to Mr. Roy P.
Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine. Our understanding is that the one
carton would be 12 quarts, or 3 gallons. The balance should be sent, with the charges prepaid, to
me, at the address given below. Please make a special note that it is not to be sent to The
Appalachian Trail Conference headquarters.
Please send to me, at the address given below, the voucher for the paint, in triplicate.
I would appreciate your acknowledging this order.
Very truly yours,
Myron H. Avery
4531 - 45th Street, N. W.
Washington 16, D. C.
Copy to: Roy P. Fairfield
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Note to Mr. Fairfield: I thought, even though we have a supply, that it was desirable to add a
carton to the cache. M.H.A.
December 4, 1950. Myron Avery Memorandum for Roy P. Fairfield, Louis Chorzempa,
Clair Sawtelle.
We have retyped the equipment inventory with the benefit of Lawson Reeves’ corrections. I have
thought that Roy would want a copy as a record of the material which will come to him.
It would seem as if Louis would want to have retained more material from the cache or will need
new items soon.
I am sending the list to Clair Sawtelle with the suggestion that he use the material at East Carry
and West Carry Ponds; due to the change of ownership, the material at East Carry Ponds should
not be relied upon as being there.
There was a heavy concentration at West Carry Ponds for use on the Bigelow relocation. If it
were possible to bring out some of this equipment without any labor, such as on the Storey
buckboard, it could be added to the Maine cache. Our theory has been to have material at various
places to be available for use and to avoid the expense and labor of sending, on short notice, or
not having any equipment unexpectedly needed.
Enclosure – Inventory
December 4, 1950.
MEMORANDUM TO OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB:
I am much concerned as to the effect of the recent storm on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. I
assume that Club officers will have acquired by now considerable information as to the effect of
the storm.
I wish you would send to me directly your observations and any reports received so that we can
appraise the situation. Later reports, as they come in, will aid us.
Copies of the new sign list have been sent to you.
Myron H. Avery President
Enclosure Memorandum to A.T.C.
Board Members, this date
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
1916 Sunderland Place, N. W.
Washington 6, D. C.
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December 4, 1950
MEMORANDUM NO. 12
MEMORANDUM FOR THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL CONFERENCE:
We are greatly concerned as to the effect and extent of damage to The Appalachian Trail, caused
by the recent Atlantic Coast storm. We fear that it may have produced a devastation akin to that
of the 1938 hurricane.
Board Member Sauter has reported very considerable damage in the neighborhood of Pittsfield,
Massachusetts. His report leads us to think that at least Vermont Massachusetts, Connecticut and
New York have been very seriously affected.
It would seem to me most desirable that the January, 1951, issue of Appalachian Trailway News
contain a comprehensive statement of the situation. Accordingly, I am asking all members of the
Board to check the situation, as far as possible, locally, and send, before January 1, a letter to
Miss Jean Stephenson (1228 Eye Street N. W., Conard Apartments, Washington 5, D. C.),
outlining the information available and the reports received. We appreciate that in the short time
available, under the existing conditions, it will be difficult to appraise the situation fully.
However, contacts of Board Members may produce information as to conditions over an
extensive area.
We ask that Board Members assist our efforts to present an appraisal of the situation by writing
Miss Stephenson prior to January 1.
The U. S, Forest Service has allocated some $3,000 to complete the presently one remaining gap
in The Appalachian Trail between The Priest and Three Ridges in Virginia. That work is now
underway. It would be most unfortunate if the second major disaster to the woods of New
England, occurring within ten years, should defer the realization of this project of having once
more a completed Appalachian Trail.
The Appalachian Trail Highway Crossing Sign project has been completed; details will appear in
the January, 1951, issue of Appalachian Trailway News.
Manuscript for the New England Guide has been sent to the printer; the publication should be
available in the spring.
Myron H. Avery Chairman
December 4, 1950. Louis Chorzempa to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
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I have your letter of Nov. 19th. Western Maine luckily escaped the brunt of the storm. I was in
Massachusetts & Rhode Island the week-end of the storm and there were many down trees along
the highways. The parts of Maine that I have seen had comparatively little damage.
Taking advantage of the unusually mild weather for this time of year I decided to make a survey
of the Appalachian Trail on Sugarloaf Mtn. I had anticipated some damage on the higher
elevations among the evergreens. I am glad to report that the Sugarloaf Trail has received
practically no damage from the storm. From the summit to the Sugarloaf Lean-to there were a
couple of small trees across the Trail plus three others which were lodged high and did not
interfere with the Trail at present. Between the lean-to and highway 27 were three blowdowns
and a few limbs here and there. I cleaned out the three blowdowns and the limbs between
highway 27 and the Sugarloaf Lean-to.
In making the survey (Sat. Dec. 2) I climbed to the summit of Sugarloaf over the new ski trail
and returned by way of the Appalachian Trail. Previous snow had been washed away by the
storm, and at this date there was no snow near the base and only about three inches near the
summit.
I have marked the general location of the road and ski trail on Sugarloaf on the enclosed U.S.G.S.
Quadrangle map. At present the new project is well underway. Trees have been cut on each side
of the road to widen it for the first ¼ mile from highway 27. Their road follows existing wood
roads for about the first 3.4 mile. Then a 5 minute hike over a trail through the woods connects
with another wood road which it follows for about another ¾ mile. About ½ mile beyond the end
of the wood road where the trail swings up the mountain becoming steeper the ski trail
commences. For the next ½ mile it has been cut 50 to 60 feet wide in places. Then for another ½
mile the trees are notched (but not cut down) and all brush cut out. The last mile to the summit
the trail is spotted with no work done yet. The length of this trail from highway 27 to the summit
is probably around 4 miles. Before emerging from the timber I cut across to the Appalachian
Trail reaching it about 250 yds. from the summit. I continued on to the summit, registered, and
removed the pages from the notebook containing the registrations for 1949 and 1950. These I
will give to Lawson Reeves and he will forward them to the Appalachian Trail Conference.
Some of the writing is rather faint.
There are around 80 names registered for 1949. From May 15 to Sept. 29 inclusive. And 98
names are registered for 1950, from May 20 to Dec. 2 inclusive.
Mr. Reeves has informed me that Floyd Flagg and his scout troop have definitely decided to take
over the Eastern half of Bigelow for maintenance. From the Long Falls Dam Road to the
firetower on East Peak.
If circumstances permit and pending no other developments, we will plan to paint the rest of the
“Bigelow Range Trail” and open up that remaining 1 ½ miles of trail near Cranberry Peak Pond
in 1951.
I have also received the revised trail data for the Mt. Bigelow section (north to south).
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I hope that the storm has done as little damage elsewhere on the trail in Maine as it has on the
Sugarloaf trail.
Copy to Lawson W. Reeves
P.S. Thanks for the offer of the typewriter, but I will not need it, as I have never had the
opportunity to learn typing and it would take me longer to write a letter with one than with a pen.
Mr. Reeves has always been willing to type anything for me that should be typewritten.
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December 5, 1950. Myron Avery to Robert Hutton, Forest Supervisor, Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I was pleased to have your letter of November 30th and to learn of the developments on Barren
Mountain.
I hope that next summer I will be in Greenville but, with the way things are moving in these days,
life and attempts at plans are more uncertain than ever.
The war situation raised havoc with the remaining big timber on The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
With the speeded-up operations, I doubt if anything will be left of any consequence if we
undergo a repetition of the accelerated cutting operations.
At the moment, I am trying to find out what damage the storm did to the Maine woods. Reports
from Massachusetts indicate damage as bad as the 1938 hurricane. Since your letter of
November 30th did not refer to any extraordinary damage, I am optimistic enough to hope that
the storm did not bring down too many trees in that portion of Maine.
We are revising our Barren-Chairback map. I would like to put the route to the Firewarden's
Cabin and the tower on the revision. I am enclosing a copy of our map and it would be very
helpful if you would draw in the new trail, etc. A cabin on Cloud Pond should be very pleasant.
The lean-to site at the east end is most attractive.
I am hoping that the word from you will not be that conditions are as bad as the 1938 hurricane.
December 7, 1950. Jack Clark (on stationery of the Wade Park Manor, Cleveland, Ohio) to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
I learned from Lawson Reeves of the reassignment of my section of trail. Since I may be able to
some trail work next summer, I would appreciate it if, after your reports on the damage caused
by the recent storm are in, you would let me know the western Maine sections that were hardest
hit and in most need of work.
December 7, 1950. Myron Avery. to Rae D. Graves, Maine Highway Department, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Graves:
I am enclosing a copy of a letter, written to you under the date of November 4, 1950.
Since I have received no reply I am assuming that the letter has miscarried.
We are most anxious to obtain Map No. 24 and I shall appreciate your advices in this matter.
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Enclosure – Copy of ltr. of Nov. 4, 1950.
December 7, 1950. Shipping Receipt, Jewel Paint and Varnish Company, to Roy Fairfield.
1 Cartons Paint, in Metal Cans. Shipped from Chicago via Wabash Railway.
December 8, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Am enclosing the pages which Louis tore out of the note book in the register on Sugarloaf. This
is the record for two years: 1949 and 1950.
The AMC trip in 1949 and the ski groups in 1950 swelled the numbers. Also there were two
Boy’s Camps.
Of those that registered, there does not seem any chance of getting trail clearing help from
anyone, but will try to locate those from Farmington and will give Clair Sawtelle the names of
those from Oakland.
The note book weathers so badly that it should be replaced early each spring but it is not always
convenient for us to get there at that time.
December 11, 1950. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
Why don’t you come to Maine where the weather is warm and Spring-like! No snow and very
few nites down below 32 as yet!
Thanks for your letter of Nov. 25 answering my questions. Will proceed in accordance with your
suggestions all along. Also, thank you for sending the publications. I was able to distribute some
of them at the Camden meeting. In fact, I £eel that this meeting was very much worth while.
Not only did we exchange ideas regarding general outing club endeavors, but I had an
opportunity to do some direct and indirect indoctrinating on trail-clearing techniques. Showed
the three reels on technique as well as giving a general talk on some of the things suggested by
the movie. Also, took along some equipment for demonstration purposes. Answered dozens of
questions for the Maine group. This was all Saturday. On Sunday, we climbed Ragged Mountain
with the Maine group and this gave the opportunity to do some direct demonstration regarding
use of tools, marking techniques, use of metal markers, etc. etc. I feel that we shall get
somewhere with this group if we keep at them. I do have one or two questions.
They would like to show the film to the remaining members of their group. Is it OK to ship it up
for use on or about January 10? What about their using some of this cache which Lawson Reeves
left with me here in Lewiston? One of the handicapping factors for their club is finance? Have
you ever sent any paint or tools to Maine’s Outing Club? I guess I’m rather stupid, but I don’t
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quite understand how they should go about making a public campsite on Breakneck Ridge? Also,
did you know that the lean-to on the Moxie section was burned? Perhaps my mind has slipped a
cog on one of these points, so please be patient with me!
P.S. Bowdoin’s 0C seems to be partially rejuvenated and they say they want to help us with AT
next Spring. I have serious doubts about this organization’s ever being too successful until they
change their conceptual approach. I’m skeptical about the ultra-individualism on which they
proceed.
December 11, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron H. Avery.
Dear Myron:
In order to clarify the sign situation; I have cut the stencils for the following signs, as I had
agreed to:
Sec. 15
Sec. 16
Section 17
Section 18

#192
#199 thru 203
inc.
#204, 204A, 205, 209, 211, 212, 213, 216, 219A, 220
# 225A

All of these signs will be given to Louis Chorzempa except those east of the Jerome Brook
shelter. These latter will be sent to Clair Sawtelle in the spring. In as much as Louis will be going
to Bigelow several times next spring and summer; we are assured that they will be put up, and
done right.
These were all cut with the 5/8 inch stencils and will be made up during the winter. I also cut the
State Forestry Service sign for the shelters as well as latrine, spring, tin cans and viewpoint.
Roy Fairfield said that he can take care of the B.C.O.C. signs. So this will take care of all signs
for the West Central, and Western Sections.
cc. Clair Sawtelle, Louis Chorzempa
December 11, 1950. Rae D. Graves, Consultant, State Highway Commission, Augusta,
Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am indeed glad that you called my attention to your letter of November 4, 1950. We are
forwarding sheet No. 24 under separate cover today.
Upon receipt of your letter, I gave it to the chief draftsman to fix up a map. In looking it up today,
I located it on his desk.
I apologize for this negligence and will get the reply to you sometime this week.
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December 12, 1950. Mrs. Netta M. Merrow, Admx., 330 Minot Drive, Auburn, Maine, to
Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
In regard to your letter of Nov. 24, 1950. Will say that the present owners of the Merrow estate at
Bigelow Maine have conferred with the attorney of the Sugarloaf Ski Club, Mr. Scott Scully and
given them a lease to make a road on their land, the Merrow estate, to enable the Sugarloaf Ski
Club to maintain a suitable road to the mountain.
If you will write Mr. Scott Scully, Bangor, Maine % Louis C. Stearns, I think Mr. Scully can tell
you about their project.
December 12, 1950. Rae D. Graves, Consultant, State Highway Commission, Augusta,
Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are sending the map showing the new road by the Dead River flowage and map sheet No. 45,
which shows the present road by Wyman Lake.
If this is not sufficient, please let me know.
December 12, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine
Dear Lawson:
I am writing to let you know that I have delivered the Sugarloaf register sheets to Miss
Stephenson so that she can make an item for Appalachian Trailway News. We will try to prepare
one or two notebooks so that they will be on hand when you find that you were going to the
Mountain and shift the registers. I think, in those cases, it would be of interest to show the
number of the previous registrants. This also can be handled by cutting out the item from
Appalachian Trailway News and pasting it in the register as a matter of interest.
I was glad to have Louis Chorzempa’s letter to the effect that there was no storm damage on
Sugarloaf. I was in Brunswick last week-end and what I saw looked like the 1938 hurricane. It
would be a real relief (in view of what is facing us) not to have to add storm damage to all our
troubles. I am amazed at the extent of interest in the Sugarloaf Trail and what these people are
able to accomplish in the way of clearing. It must be very heavy and hard work, indeed.
ccx: Miss Jean Stephenson
P.S. Miss Stephenson has said that she will definitely send two notebooks for Sugarloaf after the
January issue appears so that she can paste the item in the front of the notebook.
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December 12, 1950. Myron Avery to John W. Clark, South Windham, Maine.
Dear John:
Your note from Cleveland was forwarded to me.
On the record, you assumed maintenance for the section from Moxie Pond to the east base of Mt.
Bigelow. That is obviously far too much except for a person who has unlimited time for trail
maintenance.
We have received, during the year, numerous complaints about the bad condition, particularly
from West Carry Pond north to the Kennebec. The Moxie Pond work party put in the campsite.
The reports that have come to me indicate that, fortunately, Maine escaped the storm damage in
the big woods but the reports (some of which were forwarded to you) indicate the extreme need
of work on this section. As I recall, nothing has been done in the past two years east of West
Carry Pond.
I think that either you or Reeves misunderstood the situation as to the "reassignment of your
section". At the Officers’ meeting in November (notice of which was sent to you), Sawtelle
volunteered to take over the area from the new road east to East Carry Pond Campsite. He had
put in one work trip and seemed to think that he could develop an interested group. East of the
East Carry Ponds remains in the same status. With the volunteer available it was obviously the
prudent thing to take advantage of the situation.
It would be of considerable help if you were to do some intensive work between Kennebec River
and East Carry Pond. If it goes another year it would be extremely tough.
If you are able to put in any work, I wish you would let me know so that we can make plans
accordingly. This summer’s developments resulted in a very much increased burden and we
would be glad, indeed, to see "Clark Industries" functioning on the Trail.
You have, according to our records, a couple of shears and weeders for the type of work you will
need to do. I do hope that you will bear in mind to let us know immediately of anything you
undertake in the area.
Please convey to Mrs. Clark our thanks for her responses to the emergency requests during the
past year.
December 14, 1950. Bronson W. Griscom, Griscom Publications, 26 The Place, Glen Cove,
N.Y., to Myron H. Avery, The Appalachian Trail Conference, 1916 Sunderland Place, N.
W. Washington 6, D. C.
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Thanks a lot for your note of November 21st and your letter forwarding copy for Trail Manual
No. 1. Right now I want to acknowledge the note about the bridge over the Orbeton and on
Monday or Tuesday I shall give you a full report on the printing.
I gave Lawson Reeves quite a detailed report on the bridge across the Orbeton. He evidently did
not convey fully to you what I said. I also think he is a bit more skeptical than I am about the
Paper company.
I want to emphasize that I have established quite a nice relationship with Mr. Bancker of this
company. Last October my wife and I visited him at the camp headquarters near Rangeley and
he took a lot of trouble most of one afternoon showing us around his property and viewing their
operations.
I spoke to Bancker at that time about the bridge across the Orbeton and I think that he felt very
sorry that he had knocked it out completely. He was quite ready to admit that he could have
made it impassible for cars and at the same time left a foot bridge for the Trail.
Now he gave me every assurance that this bridge would be thoroughly reconstructed next fall
and I have no reason to doubt that this will be done. They can not lumber this area without a
bridge in this spot.
In the meantime he has no objection to our rigging up a footbridge if we wish to, but my feeling
is that it would. involve a lot of labor for one summer's traffic of a few parties when a perfectly
safe and dry alternative route can be arranged under the bridge.
While I hold no brief for Bancker, I can see his point and do have the feeling that some of the
local outlaws have made things pretty tough for him. They have also made it tough for those of
us who would like to have access to this area and who will not abuse the privilege.
Next summer Mr. Bancker will have a caretaker at Redington, there will be boats and cabins for
rent and, I think, eventually the road in from my end will be repaired and I shall have access
once again to the Pond.
Mr. Bancker also assured me that any time I wanted to climb Saddleback and take a short cut by
driving almost to Eddy Pond, I can do this. I imagine that the Bates College group might get
similar permission but it is definitely important to get permission in advance.
December 14, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Myron:
Re; the Fish and Game Association and the Trail, as you. know we have been working on this for
over a year now. At times it seemed that it was hopeless, and now out of a clear sky, it comes as
a Christmas present.
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Since the "Maine Guide", the official organ of the state federation of clubs, promised Miss
Stephenson that they would print an article for her; it would seem to me that now would be the
appropriate time for her to remind the editor. This will throw more emphasis on her publicity on
this angle.
Also the Rangeley Record is gathering their material for their mid-winter edition. Miss
Stephenson had an article last year and they asked for another one this year.
The Rumford Falls Times will put out their special edition for the Rumford Institute Sportsmen's
Show again next spring. She had an article in that last year.
Then the Androscoggin County Fish and Game Association is going to put on a really big
Sportsmen's Show in the Lewiston Armory next spring. They will have a lot of publicity and she
ought to be able to work in something there too.
The Governor has just appointed a new Fish and Game Commisioner; Roland Cobb, Denmark,
Me. or State House, Augusta Me. It is customary to extend membership to the Commissioner.
The Franklin County Fish and Game Assn. will appoint a committee to decide what section of
trail they want, also who will represent them as members of the M.A.T.C. This committee will
meet with Louis and myself and then we can have a general discussion. They have spoken of
preferring my section over Sugarloaf. This is agreeable with me, I would just as soon work
somewhere else if it is as accessible. Other sections might be; the East side of Bigelow or the
Bigelow Range Trail. I do not have much confidence in the Boy Scouts from Buckfield. The
adults would have to do all the work. If the Fish and Game Assn. should care for my section, I
would just as soon devote my time next summer to the Range Trail. It is no use trying to go
further east than the Long Falls Dam Road. How many memberships would the Association be
entitled to for that length of trail?
This might be built up to be something really worth while. Also later on we might be able to get
the State organization to endorse it as a recommended program.
Copy: Louis Chorzempa
December 14, 1950. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Enclose is a formal application from the Franklin County Fish and Game Association for a
section of Appalachian Trail to maintain.
They request that this be located in Franklin County, which is where most of these members live,
also they prefer not too great a distance to start with. Inasmuch with them, as with all other
organizations, only a few can be counted on to do the work; they suggested say ten miles for the
first year and see how this, worked out and then they could take over more should they care to
later.
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I have not had an opportunity to discuss this with Louis Chorzempa, Assistant Overseer of Trails,
but I would suggest that you write to Mr. L. Bradford Crafts, North Jay, Maine; Secretary of the
Association, accepting their offer and the matter of assigning the section can be discussed later in
detail.
This organization is very active and if this works out satisfactory to them, I believe that other
Fish and Game Associations in the Eastern and Central parts of the state will also want to join
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club too.
cc. L. Bradford Crafts, Louis Chorzempa
December 14, 1950. L. Bradford Crafts, Secretary, Franklin County Fish & Game
Association, to Myron H. Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:At our regular meeting last evening it was voted to apply for a section of the Appalachian Trail
to maintain.
The members of this Association, together with thousands of other sportsmen, use the Trail every
year while fishing or hunting. In this respect we feel that we should endeavor to do our small part
by maintaining a section of the Trail.
If it is possible, we would like to maintain a section of the Trail in the County, as this would
create more local interest and also produce more men to work on the Trail.
Awaiting your reply, and thanking you for your cooperation, I am…
[On the letterhead of the Association, I note that my father, Norman H. Field, was the Treasurer.]
December 15, 1950. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield, Bates College.
Dear Roy:
I am pleased to have your letter of December 11th. I did leave snow-bound Washington and was
in "summerland" Maine. I was at Brunswick last Sunday. I was dismayed at the number of
blown-down pines but am consoled by word from Chorzempa that there was no storm damage
whatever on Sugarloaf. It looks as if this will not be an additional chore next year.
I am pleased that the Camden meeting went so well and that you had an opportunity to spread the
word.
On the film, I have checked with Mrs. Jacobs and she O.K.’d your use of the film through
January 15th. Please give instructions that the reel is to go back to her insured, etc., so as to
avoid any miscarriage on this score.
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Dealing now with the question of supplies for the University of Maine Outing Club. I think you
have copies of all the correspondence. The matter had never proceeded to the point of furnishing
any paint or markers. The theory of the cache is, of course, to aid groups which cannot provide
equipment for trail work. Obviously, we have to strike a balance between exhausting it and
distributing it to advantage. I don’t understand how the large group which they utilized last
spring was outfitted with tools. We leave with you the matter of supplying them with paint or
markers. (The section was painted in 1949.) Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller painted from the
burned lean-to site to Moxie Pond last summer.
As far as the tools are concerned, it is, of course, out of the question to supply as large a party as
they used last spring and we would leave with your discretion the number to turn over. Since the
Bates Club purchased its own tools, I had not thought that we would need to volunteer to
contribute tools to the Maine Outing Club. Perhaps the best way would be to put it on the basis
of a temporary loan. We will not be able to replenish this cache for quite a long time and, hence
the need for reserves. It is all-in-all a matter in your good judgment but we do need something
for an emergency.
The burning of the Moxie Pond Lean-to, some two years ago, was reported in Appalachian
Trailway News and the Guidebook Supplement. Probably, since you had no particular interest in
the section at the time, the matter did not impress itself upon your mind. It is the third loss by fire
in Maine.
The campsite proposition is merely clearing an area large enough for a tent or two, building a
fireplace and blue-blazing a trail to the type of latrine which we discussed previously. We are
having a sign made for the campsite. It is on the west slope of Breakneck Ridge and at a locality
where there was a small lumber camp on the south side of the A.T. There is a source of water
here. It is 3.46 m. from Blanchard and should be readily identified. The throwing together of a
fireplace in a safe locality is the principal factor.
I hope that this covers all the points that you have in mind.
We are now preparing a new edition of the TRAIL MANUAL which will come to you in due
course.
December 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom, Griscom Publications, Inc., 26
The Place, Glen Cove, New York.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
I am glad to have your letter of December 14, advising me that our letter, forwarding the copy of
the TRAIL MANUAL manuscript, duly arrived.
It will save a great deal of delay, particularly in connection with the manuscript, if you could
have your secretary instructed to use my home address. I am infrequently at Trail Conference
Headquarters these days and use of my home address avoids delay.
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Referring to the Orbeton Stream crossing. I find it difficult to understand why Bancker knocked
out the bridge completely. I, of course, know in detail all of this antagonism and what has been
stimulated by the Maine Sportsman Guide items. This is a difficult situation in an inaccessible
area. I agree with you that the matter had best await developments.
December 16, 1950. Myron Avery to Roger D. Freeman, 3215 Netherland Avenue, New
York 53, New York.
Dear Mr. Freeman:
I am writing so that you may know that the tube, which you sent air mail, arrived. This contained
Mr. Hauck’s tracing and Mr. Zeiseter’s [sic] letter and tracing.
I am writing at once lest by any chance you have thought you were including your own tracing.
In writing, I do not mean to hurry you but simply to afford an opportunity to check the situation
in the event that your own tracing was intended to be included.
Due to the new instructions on postal delivery, sending matters by registered mail (if they are not
delivered on the first trip) means, as in your case, a long trip to the post office to obtain the item.
I would suggest that as a matter of precaution you have a print made of your own tracing and
retain it. You can then send forward the tracing by regular mail without danger of its not being
replaceable.
We are looking forward to the receipt of the tracing.
December 16, 1950. Robert G. Hutton, Forest Supervisor, Greenville, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have received your letter with the map of the Chairback Range and have located the trail, tower,
and Watchman’s camp on Barren Mtn. We found a shorter route for our camp on Cloud Pond to
the tower south of the Appalachian Trail and running very nearly parallel to it. Although the trail
from the St. Regis’ Depot camp has not been spotted and cleared, I have shown about where it
will come. This will not be used too much as we plan to service our Watchman by air and it is
our plan at present to make a radio installation in the tower next spring.
I doubt if the wind damage this fall to trails and woods telephone lines is as great as from the
hurricane of 1938, it is considerable. It is reasonable to expect considerable wind damage in the
future to areas which have been cut hard or have a stand of dying birch. I appreciate what a
problem you have in trying to keep the Trail open under these conditions.
December 18, 1950. Myron Avery to L. Bradford Crafts, Secretary, Franklin County Fish
and Game Association.
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Dear Mr. Crafts:
1 was very glad to receive, via Lawson Reeves, your letter of December 14, and to note the
action of the Franklin County Fish and Game Association in voting to assume maintenance of a
section of The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
As a resident of Maine and long familiar with Franklin County, I am well aware of the activity of
your particular Association as well as other Associations in the State. This action by your
Association indicates a most cooperative and public spirited attitude in that your Association is
undertaking projects of general benefit, rather than simply confining its activities to obtaining
better hunting and fishing for its membership.
I am initiating the necessary formalities to have the Association formally assume maintenance of
a section in Maine. I note your interest in a section in Franklin County and agree that a section
there would create more interest and produce more workers. We wish to work out arrangements
to assign a section of the highest and most varied interest possible. That may require some
readjustment of pending assignments. I shall be in position to write you very shortly, however, as
to the specific areas in Franklin County which could be assigned. I understand that your group
has in mind approximately ten miles.
It occurs to me that, while Mr. Reeves spoke to your group on the Trail project, it would be of
interest to have for each member of the organization a copy of our publication, which describes
the Appalachian Trail generally, the activities of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and a
pamphlet which illustrates our efforts to eliminate some of the abuses which have caused
difficulties with landowners, etc. So, if you would advise me as to the number in your
organization I would send you a sufficient number of these pamphlets for distribution with a
reserve for increasing members.
1 have sent a copy of these, together with A.T.C. Publication No. 5 and an issue of Appalachian
Trailway News under separate cover. I have included two sets with the thought that you might
wish to hand one to your President.
Please assure the members of your organization that we very much appreciate your evidence of
cooperation and reciprocity in maintaining the Trail.
Sent under separate cover:
2 copies of No. 17
2 “
“ No. 5
2 sets of Appalachian Trailway News (Year 1950)
2 copies of Message
cc: Messrs. Reeves, Chorzempa, Sawtelle, Taylor, Sawyer, Fairfield, Misses Park and
Stephenson
December 18, 1950. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
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Dear Lawson:
I have your letter of December 14.
I am glad, indeed, to have the formal application from the Franklin County Association.
Enclosed is my reply. I think the distribution of literature may serve some useful purpose.
It is most encouraging to have the Association make formal application. It means that your
efforts in this connection have been definitely successful. I am wondering whether the
application came out of the “blue” or whether it resulted from your following up the situation.
These associations have become very active since I left Maine and, except for what I hear
(particularly as to difficulties on the point of closed roads, etc.), I have to appraise their activities
from reading the Sportsmens Guide. I suppose that, like every type of organization of this sort,
the working and responsible individuals will be rather few. Consequently, it would seem the
better part of wisdom to work out an allocation which would not be of crippling consequence if it
did not materialize to our satisfaction. After all, paper maintenance systems are of little practical
importance.
I can appreciate your desire to be rid of the Bigelow Village - Orbeton Stream section. This
needs people who can travel and do the work such as you and Louis Chorzempa have done. My
thought would be that the most efficient arrangement might be to allocate two sections. One
could be a portion of the Orbeton Stream to Bigelow Village, say, the first five miles, or the
other end, if you prefer. For the second area we could cut a slice on Mt. Bigelow. In this
connection, we would, of course have to write to the Scout Master from Buckfield, explain the
offer of assistance and say that we think that It would work out more effectively to shorten the
section that the Scouts are working on. Probably it would be better to keep the Scouts on Little
Bigelow.
To answer your question. The association would become a Class A member of the Appalachian
Trail Conference, which would afford it three subscriptions for the Appalachian Trailwav News.
We could also make them a member of the M.A.T.C.
I shall be glad to have the reaction of Louis and yourself as to my thought of the two sections,
which would seem to me to afford the maximum advantage.
The difficulty, of course, is that our need for maintainers is far greater east of the Carry Ponds
than it is west of that point.
Regarding the publicity articles. While Miss Stephenson has officially retired, she is faced with
the problem of liquidating a tremendous mass of backlog. I have shown her your letter of
December 14. She already has many commitments, including Maine publicity, and I am not quite
sure how far her available time and inclination will permit her to repeat last year's program. After
all, her length of service entitles her to exercise a certain amount of choice as to her activities.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

539

It would be very fine if we were able to function with each person automatically doing what he
can carry out more efficiently but we have found that there is an element of personal inclination
that has to be reckoned with.
Until the entire A.T. in Maine is in such condition that we have surplus labor, I have extreme
disinclination to see any effort devoted to the Bigelow Range Trail. It seemed to me extremely
poor planning to have an experienced and reliable Trail maintainer, such as yourself, withdraw
his activities from the A.T. with the possible second loss in that the incoming organization may
not function at all. If there were other sections of the A.T. where your efforts could be utilized
towards its improvement, then the transfer might be considered a good gamble. I see no merit in
any reassignment which lessens the number or does not increase the number of reliable
maintaining organizations. We have to recognize that we are facing a situation where we may
experience a repetition of the difficulties and handicaps commencing in 1941.
As far as the discussion with any committee of the Fish and Game Association is concerned, I
think that that can be best dealt with in the nature of a meeting to discuss trail practices or have
the committee attend our spring meeting.
It seems to me that it would be very unwise for you to relinquish any activities on the A.T. and
assign this section, where the extent of activity of the Association is still unresolved, to a group
which may or may not work out. This is why I feel very strongly that the two short sections
represents the best use of all available talent.
I distinctly do not wish to see the matter develop so that the Association will specify, without any
particular reason or cause as far as they are concerned, a section which does not work in to
maximum advantage in connection with all our problems of over-all maintenance.
To bring all of this comment to a specific head, my thought would be to assign one-half of the
Bigelow Village - Orbeton Stream section, but which section could be determined by mutual
agreement and from the East Peak of Bigelow to Little Bigelow.
cc: Louis Chorzempa, Miss Stephenson
December 18, 1950. Invoice from Jewel Paint and Varnish Co., Chicago, to The
Appalachian Trail Conference, 1916 Sunderland Pl., N.W., Washington, D.C.
12 Gallons White Titanium Oxide Pt. $16.00 + $2.06 freight.
{Roy: This is notice of the prepared shipment coming for the MATC cache. Myron.}
December 20, 1950. Roger D. Freeman, 3215 Netherland Avenue, New York 63, N.Y., to
Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I received your letter yesterday, and accordingly had a positive and negative photostat made
today. The tracing will be mailed tomorrow morning by regular mail to prevent any recurrence of
the trouble you unfortunately had with Mr. Hauck's tracing.
You will notice that I did not include the heavy middle line in the tracing. The reason is that I
had considerable difficulty each time I started the map. When I used the Speedball pen the ink
was pulled under the T-square each time by capillary action, causing a rather conspicuous blot.
After throwing away the incomplete map four times I finally decided to leave that minor portion
to someone else who has proper equipment.
The major changes on the map are as follows:
1) Horseshoe Pond area completely revised (using 80CL template) in accordance with Mr.
Zesiger's map.
2) "West Branch Ponds Road" indicated along road rather than with arrow.
3) The automobile roads are indicated with slightly smaller pen in accordance with scale of map.
4) 80CL template used on all crowded sections.
5) Words "pond" and "brook" written out in all cases. "Alligator" correctly spelled.
I can suggest two very minor corrections which (due to lack of information) it was impossible to
indicate, (l) There is no trail shown to fire-tower on Number 4 Mtn. (which is mentioned in
Katahdin Guide). (2) The exact location of Stair Falls is not indicated.
You will notice some minor corrections made with white ink. Unfortunately I was not able to
make the map perfectly, perhaps because this is my first real experience with using the LeRoy
Lettering Guide. I believe, however, that these corrections will not affect the finished, printed
map.
I am including a slip of expenditures.
In conclusion, I enjoyed making the map, first because of the valuable experience, and second
(and most important) because it is a small contribution to a worthy cause. It would be proper here
to say that you may call on me any time when I may be of assistance. Unfortunately I must
qualify this statement. In a month I will be leaving for college, (most probably Michigan) and
will obviously be very busy for the next few years (even more so if the Army gets me). At
present I plan to attend college through the summer, perhaps taking a hiking trip to Katahdin or
the Mahoosuc Range between semesters. It may be eight years (including medical school) before
I can again participate in trail activities to an appreciable degree. Of course I shall continue my
membership in the Conference, and you will probably hear from me occasionally. I wish you and
the Conference all the luck in the world.
P.S. I am not charging you for the photostats since I was considering having them made anyway
for framing, and I assume the tracing will reach you safely.
December 20, 1950. Eleanor Jacobs, 4718 Bethesda Ave., Bethesda, Md. to Roy Fairfield.
[Hand-written]
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Dear Prof. Fairfield:
I am writing to ask you to send the reel on trail technique to Mr. Thomas C. Holliday, Brookside
School, Great Barrington, Massachusetts. Please send it to him on or before the 15th of January.
Mr. Myron Avery said you would be through with it by then. If anything should happen to delay
your sending it, please let Mr. Holliday know.
In sending the film please insure it for the highest amount possible up to $500. I believe parcel
post will only insure up to $200 or $300, and Railway Express will value it at $500. Either way
is all right.
Hoping your programs are proving successful.
December 21, 1950. Henry Harman, Whitney Ave. New Haven 11, Conn., to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery,
Here is the first part of data on approaches for the new Maine guidebook. I still have not received
replies to letters written to Stratton and Carrabasset for information on getting to the Trail at
Bigelow Village, but will complete the remainder as soon as that arrives.
I think these pages are of the proper dimensions for the guidebook so that even though they are
retyped it will make for less work. They are not more than 40 spaces top to bottom and 57 left to
right. I saw no point in inserting mileages since I wouldn't know the correct figures.
All the information as to train, bus, airline service and taxi facilities has been confirmed by
writing to Chambers of Commerce etc. or from the latest official train and bus schedules.
I have indicated "primary approach points" by underlining. In the guide italics might be
substituted or you might not use this differentiation at all. As a criterion I've selected points
where there is both a major highway (preferably paved) and a bus or train route. Of course, east
of Monson, the term "primary" is purely relative. The other points I am considering "primary"
are; Monson, Caratunk, Bigelow Village if I find there is a bus route there, Maine 4, Grafton
Notch, and Gorham. I thought it well to include the transportation facilities at Gorham, for even
though it is not in Maine, it would be a terminus for many trips in the Mahoosuc region. And as a
matter of information the approach points not on these first two sheets will be:
Bodfish Station
Monson (Maine 15)
Blanchard
Moxie Pond
Caratunk (U.S. 201)
Long Falls Dam Road
Bigelow Village (Maine 27 & 16)
Maine 4 - l'm omitting Orbeton Stream as understand road is closed
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Maine 17
Maine 5
Andover - B Hill Road
Grafton Notch (Maine 26)
Gorham (with note about approach by use of Success Pond Road, Ketchum &
Shelburne)
Am also enclosing a copy of our "Christmas Letter" and with it my wishes for a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year to all of you.
{P.S. As you can see, I’ve used the format from the new Housatonic – Susquehanna guide with
some changes.}
December 28, 1950. Myron Avery to Roger D. Freeman.
Dear Mr. Freeman:
I am writing to say that your letter of December 20th was duly received. The tracing has not yet
arrived, which is undoubtedly due to the heavy holiday mail delivery.
When we receive the tracing, we will, of course, devote very considerable time to carefully
proofreading and checking it. I am sure, however, that we will find it entirely correct in every
respect but I had thought that it would be of interest to you to know that your labor would be
matched to some degree by our own efforts to see that the map is in order in every respect. For
this reason, I am withholding any comment until we have the opportunity to make this careful
review.
I am surprised at the small amount of expense. You, however, have incurred the labor of making
the photostats at our request and, accordingly, I am asking our treasurer to add my guess as to the
cost of the photostats, that is $2.00 to the bill and to remit directly to you the sum of $3.00.
I have read with interest your proposed plans and I am sorry that you will be unavailable for
some time to assist in this work. It is fortunate, I think, that we so promptly utilized your offer of
assistance, otherwise it would have been too late. If your plans should take the course that you
are available for another two or three months and wish any further activity, we have on our
docket a plan to prepare a new tracing of Map No. 2.
I am glad to know that you intend to continue your Conference membership and that we shall
hear from you from time to time.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Treasurer
Please remit $3.00 to Mr. Freeman.
Miss Marion Park
Miss Jean Stephenson
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P. S. Since dictating this letter, the roll with the tracing arrived. We are highly pleased with its
appearance. You are to be greatly complimented on your ability as a draftsman. You were, I
think, overly-modest when you compared your ability favorably with those in some of the other
Guides.
We are proceeding to proofread the map to determine if there are any alterations.
***
We have had an unexpectedly prompt opportunity to proofread the map. As usual, despite all
advance checking, one sees changes which can be made to advantage. Accordingly, to
incorporate these few alterations, we are going to mail the tracing back to you, with detailed
instructions as to the alterations to be made.
The map is such a fine product that we regret all the more your non-availability.
M.H.A.
December 28, I950. Myron Avery to Herbert Zesiger, Tom’s River, New Jersey.
Dear Mr. Zesiger:
Our plans in connection with the new tracing of the White Cap Region Map have progressed to
the point that the tracing has been completed.
Your own comments and the tracing from the aerial map were of great assistance. You asked that
the latter be returned to you. It will be sent forward to you under separate cover within a few
days. In addition, we will send a print of our revised map, which incorporates these corrections.
If you note any errors, we shall be much obliged if you will bring them to our attention.
It will probably be a couple of years before the new map is available in the printed two-color
form. In the interval. if the situation permits I expect to have the pleasure of seeing you at Little
Lyford Pond.
We would be glad to have you retain the print of our proposed new map and advise us of any
changes which should be made from time to time.
cc: Miss Stephenson
December 28, 1950. Myron Avery to Henry Harmon, 484 Whitney Ave., New Haven 11,
Connecticut.
Dear Henry:
I am writing so that you may know that your letter of December 21 was duly received. I also
appreciate your enclosing the "Harmon Annual", which I have read with much interest. You have
certainly had a very full year.
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If I have not already referred to the point, I wish to say now that, of course, you will send on to
the Conference from time to time a statement to permit reimbursement to you of your
expenditures, for postage, etc. This should be sent to Secretary Park (1228 Eye 8treet, N. W.) and
marked for her particular attention.
I am taking the liberty of forwarding your letter of December 21 to Miss Stephenson since I have
told her of your activities in this connection. I do not think that I have any particular comment
with respect to the proposed set up. I confirm your understanding that the Orbeton Stream Road
is closed by reason of lumber operations. The Ketchum project has been abandoned by the Maine
Alpine Club. I would think that the Carlo Col Trail would be the approach to the New Hampshire
line.
{Copy Park, Thompson}
[UNDATED DOCUMENTS FROM 1950]
Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cove, Biddeford, Maine, to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson,
Am returning a copy of the item our Spring Work trip which Myron said you wanted to either in
Sept. or Jan. I have polished it up a bit, for I usually sit down to the typewriter and hammer out
these reports to Myron when I can overflow more or less spontaneously. I’m glad you feel they
are worth putting into the news, for the participants in our trips get a big kick out of reading
about their accomplishments. It gives them that so-called "shock of recognition” which we also
enjoy so much.
Commencement over yesterday, I came to the Beach last night. Today, I’m cleaning up odds and
ends as well as trying to get things settled before commending another fling at the dissertation.
Am hoping to begin the writing by the 4th of July (sort of an independent Independence Day!)
and get it pretty well lined out by the time school recommences on Sept. 28th. Have two major
projects to cover before the writing: a peek into the municipal records and a search through a
room full of York Mfg. Co. (now Bates Mfg. Co., York Division) records.
Title page Explorations west and northwest of Katahdin in the late
nineteenth century
By
George H. Witherle Castine, Maine
Logo
Maine AT Club
Reprinted
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by
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
1950
(Second edition)
Price, $ 1.00
Back of title page –
Copyright, 1950
by
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Incorporated
Augusta, Maine
[The following added for perspective on this document, a copy of which I have not found.]
December 1, 1986. Donald H. Williams, 4112 Everett Street, Kensington, MD 20895.
Witherle notes, cont'd - - There are 57 pages prepared by "Ditto" type of reproduction. This was a pre-xerox duplication
process that used purple ink (in a denatured alcohol base). Apparently copyright laws permitted
this at that time; i.e. for registration purposes.
The 57 leaves were bound by a Bates-type fastener in the old reddish- brown binder boards. In
other words, "loose-leaf."
The cardboard binder must have been something surplus from the Navy Dept., where Avery was
attached during the war years and thereafter, for the cover originally had an official label for
some Navy Bureau. The ATC label was pasted over this. The notes cover the period 1880 to
1901.
Very few copies must have been prepared.
Earlier references to Witherle, with photos, are believed to have been published by Avery and/or
Henry Buck, perhaps in Appalachia. It is uncertain whether the 1950 "publication" by ATC
reflects the entire Witherle travel notes, or whether there are unpublished mss. sources elsewhere
today.
Myron Avery Memo:
I have written Mr. Clark about several matters which it is most important that he determine prior
to the April meeting.
I hope that this lead materializes and I have in mind that we could assign a portion of the BarrenChairback range with perhaps adding some work on the Gulf Hagas trail because of its scenic
attractions.
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Jean Stephenson Memo:
I thought you might be interested to see the enclosed item, which I have sent to APPALACHIA
for publication in the June issue.
If somebody gets ambitious and wants to cut a Trail to Elephant, we can utilize their energies
elsewhere to better advantage, can't we?
I thought it was just as well to forestall some bright A.M.C member from getting a group
together to make a trail to Elephant and then go off and leave it for somebody else to keep up, so
when I was sending in the articles I had edited (I am on the editorial board of APPALACHIA) I
included my own little "note" on Elephant. I think you will agree heartily.
NO TRAIL TO ELEPHANT MOUNTAIN, PLEASE!. The December 1949 Appalachia, at
pages 522-3, contains an item on Elephant Mtn., which lies to the north of The Appalachian Trail.
The topography is indicated on the U.S.G.S. Oquossoc Quadrangle. The item narrates an
experience, of the order reported on several occasions to The Appalachian Trail Conference, of
one who, using The Appalachian Trail, climbs this distinctively-shaped, trailless peak of western
Maine. The Appalachian Trail Conference and the Maine Appalachian Trail Club appreciate this
recognition of the use of The Appalachian Trail in Maine, which has formed the basis of so much
of the activity, in Maine, of the Appalachian Mountain Club.
'The "Bates Crew" (to which credit is given for the "beautiful" condition of the Trail) is not an
individual organization but the Bates College Outing Club; this is perhaps sufficiently wellknown to have justified the abbreviated reference.
Incidentally, it might be noted that there are no "freshly painted markers" on The Appalachian
Trail in Maine; there are white paint blazes and metal standard A.T. markers.
'The writer of the item states: "It is a great pity no permanent trail has been cut." This statement
might suggest that such a project would have the blessing of the sponsors of The Appalachian
Trail in Maine. Quite to the contrary! So much so that it seems advisable to make it clear that the
plan for The Appalachian Trail in Maine contemplates that Elephant remain a trailless peak. This
note is written for that purpose and to discourage any would-be contributor to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine who might undertake the suggested project.
It is most desirable to have some trailless mountains. This is to afford one the benefit of
exploration and the satisfaction of reaching an objective through one's unaided efforts. Maine has
enough mountains with trails. The unique Maine Forest Service fire protection system affords
access to very many peaks. On the Appalachian Trail in Maine, every peak of importance except
Elephant is reached by a side trail. So the planning of The Appalachian Trail route has led to the
definite conclusion that Elephant should remain trailless and present an opportunity for
adventure and exploration.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

547

The desirability of preserving its status is emphasized by the magnificent primeval spruce forest
in the sag between Elephant and Old Blue through which The Appalachian Trail leads. This,
with Elephant's trailless condition, is a prized memento of the original Maine forests. The
mountain is difficult of ascent. Let it remain as it now is---trailless. JEAN STEPHENSON.
Thur. P.M. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Roy,
Snow conditions are OK for you to conduct a work trip. You will find patches of snow in the soft
wood growth. In the hard wood areas it is very dry and everyone must be careful of fires and
smoking.
Showed the slides last night. they are being delivered to you this noon. The text is in the wooden
box.
Maine Appalachian Trail Club Leaflet [Prepare by hectograph process around February]
The Appalachian Trail is a footpath through-the mountainous. regions of the Eastern Seaboard. It
extends from Katahdin, in Maine. 2,021 miles south to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia. The Trail
takes its name from the Appalachian ranges, the crest of which it follows generally. Of the Trail's
2,021 miles, 266 miles are within the State of Maine.
The Appalachian Trail commences at the summit of: Katahdin, Maine's mile-high mountain. It
crosses the Penobscot West Branch by a Cable Bridge at Nesowadnehunk Falls and continues
past Rainbow, Nahmakanta, Pemadumcook and Joe Mary Lakes. Beyond Joe Mary Mountain,
Cooper Brook is followed to Crawford Pond. From Yoke Ponds, the way is up the East Branch
of Pleasant River, by Third West Branch Pond, over White Cap. A side trail traverses Gulf
Hagas, the miniature "Grand Canyon" of Maine. Beyond Long Pond, the Trail follows the
Barren-Chairback Range, with its five peaks, then by Little Wilson Stream to Monson, first of
the three towns on the Trail route in Maine.
From Monson, through Blanchard, the Trail leads over Moxie Bald. After crossing Moxie Pond
(by canoe ferry), Pleasant Pond Mountain is climbed and the Kennebec River reached at
Caratunk. Another ferry--and then the historic Arnold Trail is followed across the "Great Bend of
Dead River”, past Pierce, East Carry and West Carry Ponds. The route then leads up Little
Bigelow and across Mt. Bigelow with its high-lying Horns Pond, thence over Sugarloaf, Maine' s
second highest mountain, Spaulding Mountain, Saddleback Junior and Mt. Saddleback's twin
cones, reaching Maine Highway 4 just south of Rangeley. Then comes more of the wilderness
area of western Maine, with Elephant Mountain, C Pond Bluff, Baldpate and other outstanding
mountains, to Old Speck. Beyond, the Mahoosuc Range is followed to Carlo Col, where The
Appalachian Trail crosses into New Hampshire.
Mountains and valleys, rivers, waterfalls, large lakes and lonely mountain ponds, follow one
another in constant succession. It is, indeed, a wilderness trail.
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Westward from the Kennebec to the New Hampshire line, there is a continuous chain of 17 leantos, providing a campsite and primitive shelter at intervals of a day's journey. To the east there
are four lean-tos and nine approved campsites, but there are gaps in the continuous chain.
Throughout the Trail, there are sporting camps, usually at intervals of a day’s journey, making it
possible to cross Maine in 26 days if this type of accommodation is used.
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE furnishes detailed information needed in
planning and making a trip over the Trail in Maine. Two or three days or two or three weeks can
well he devoted to such an expedition. (This GUIDE is available from the Appalachian Trail
Conference, Inc., 1916 Sunderland Place, N. W., Washington 6, D.C., at $2.50.)
Traveling across Maine on The Appalachian Trail is the ideal vacation for those who find
pleasure and relaxation in the woods.
WHO KEEPS UP THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL?
This is the most frequently asked question.
The Appalachian Trail is a voluntary recreational project. Not only is its use recreational but also
the maintenance of the Trail is recreational.
Work on the Trail is volunteered by interested individuals. Occasionally it has been necessary to
make arrangements with public authorities to care for specific and unusual problems but in each
case the funds to cover the cost have been contributed by interested individuals through the
sponsoring club.
The organizations and individuals maintaining the Trail are banded together in The Appalachian
Trail Conference. This Conference has determined and set the standards to which the Trail is to
be maintained. These standards cover width, type of clearing, marking, signs, types of shelters,
guidebooks, maps, etc. These are uniform throughout the entire two thousand miles.
Various sections are then assigned to individuals and clubs for the performance of the necessary
work.
Maintenance of the Trail in Maine
One-eighth of the entire Appalachian Trail is in the State of Maine. It is most definitely a
"wilderness section”. It is far from the large outing clubs which furnish the manpower to
maintain the Trail in other areas; the maintenance is, therefore, more difficult than in other
sections. Yet it is one of the most unique sections of the Trail and is a definite asset to the State
of Maine, if it can be kept in reasonably good condition. During the war years this could not be
done, so some sections were closed. Now it has been cleared and is open throughout. The goal is
to keep it that way.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club coordinates the activities of clubs and individuals
maintaining the Trail in Maine. It publishes GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
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MAINE, a reprint of the KATAHDIN SECTION, other miscellaneous literature and maps of the
Trail area.
The Bates Outing Club, the Maine Alpine Club, the Wilton Outing Club and several individuals
are now maintaining specific sections of the Trail in Maine. Groups of Maine Appalachian Trail
Club members spend their vacations on work trips to sections requiring work. Officers of the
Club, with the help of other interested workers, make "flying trips" to spots which need clearing.
Through these various ways the Trail has been cleared and is being kept up.
More workers are needed by groups and individuals having the responsibility for specific
sections; maintainers are also needed for the other sections.
WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP?
This is the second most frequently asked question by those meeting Trail workers or receiving
Trail literature.
Work on the Trail
If you can devote four or five days a year to Trail work and will spend a little time with an
experienced Trail worker to acquire knowledge of the special techniques used, you may either
join one of the present groups or individuals in maintaining their sections or you may apply for a
short section to maintain. (Remember, however, that everyone cannot have just the section he
prefers, as many want the same area. Remember, also, that your capacity to do the work and your
ability to follow standard practices will have to be demonstrated prior to such an assignment. For
these reasons, accompany a work party several times before requesting assignment of a section.)
To join a work party, get in touch with the nearest officer of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
or with the Overseer of Trails of that Club, who will see that an opportunity is forthcoming.
If you have already done Trail work and know the technique followed on the Appalachian Trail,
or for other reasons are already qualified for sponsorship of a section, get in touch with the
Overseer of Trails, Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
Support the Project Generally
Those interested in the Trail project can assist by becoming Annual Members of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club (dues $3.00 per year). Through the "letters" issued from time to time,
members are kept informed of Club activities and Trail developments.
An application for membership may be secured from any officer of the Club. When it is returned,
properly filled in, such officer will take the necessary steps to submit the application for action
by the Board of Directors.
The dues paid by members are used for the necessary purposes of supplying paint and markers,
publication of maps, guides, etc., and in general for the furtherance of the Trail in Maine.
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The Annual Meeting of the Club in 1950 will be at Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, on April
23rd.
OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
President: Myron H. Avery, 453I - 45th Street, N.W., Washington l6, D.C., and Lubec, Maine.
Secretary: Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Treasurer: Marion Park, 1228 Eye Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Overseer of Trails: John W. Clark, R.F.D. l, South Windham, Maine.
Assistant Overseer of Trails: Louis Chorzempa, Dryden, Maine.
Directors:
Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Ben L. Hadley, Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor, Me.
Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine
William H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, Lewiston, Me.
Helen N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine
Publicity Director: Jean Stephenson, 1228 Eye Street, N. W. Washington 5, D. C.
Requests for lists of literature available, or orders for guidebooks, maps, and other literature,
should be sent to the Appalachian Trail Conference, 1916 Sunderland Place, N. W., Washington
6, D. C., as the Conference acts as distributing agent for literature of the federated Clubs.
SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN SKI CLUB
Dear Friend:
A small group of us—all skiing enthusiasts—have been told that you might like to share with us
the latest information on our efforts to develop a major ski area in Maine,—so here it is.
For years, with some of our friends, we have dreamed and hoped that one day we might be able
to enjoy a first class skiing spot in our own state. During the past two years, however, these
hopes have crystalized into a plan which bids fair to becoming a reality.
Want to hear more?
After combing the state, we have come upon what appears to us to be the perfect spot—at
Sugarloaf Mountain, just off the Arnold Trail, north of Farmington.
On the next page, you’ll find a complete description of it.
Last summer, we formed the Sugarloaf Mountain Ski Club. Our present plans are
conservative,—to develop trails on the mountain, to test the terrain thoroughly, and to determine
the complete possibilities of the area.
It’s our hope that we may have your interest and support from now on. The club’s goal for this
fall is 400 charter memberships at $10 each. We expect many memberships from the colleges
and schools of the state.
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The proceeds will cover the initial cost of building a road and parking lot. All trail cutting and
similar work will be on a voluntary basis.
As soon as enough memberships are secured, bulldozers will go to work on the road and the first
trail will be started.
We now invite you to become a charter member with us. As time goes on, there’ll be a lot of
prestige attached to your charter membership.
The preliminaries have been completed. At the signal from you, actual work can begin. The job
must be started now.
We invite you to use the enclosed application form in sending your $10 for charter membership
to Scott W. Scully, Secretary, Eastern Trust Building, Bangor, Maine.
Cordially yours, Horace Chapman, President
SUGARLOAF - AN IDEAL LOCATION
Sugarloaf Mountain, 4,237 feet high, is second only to Katahdin in elevation in Maine.
It’s just off the Arnold Trail, Route 4, half-way between Kingfield and Stratton; the distance
from Portland is 120 miles, less than 100 from Bangor.
It’s in the finest snow belt in New England. Snow records show an average fall of over 120
inches a year, and 12 of the last 14 Thanksgivings have produced fine skiing in the area.
TERRAIN IS IDEAL
As for terrain, there’s a vertical drop of more than 2,500 feet in approximately 1 1/2 miles. The
contour of the mountain is ideal; northeasterly exposure with plenty of room for the development
of any number of trails. The lower slopes have gradients of from 10 to 15 degrees, —ideal for
novices and intermediates,— and the steepness increases to 33 degrees near the top,—plenty to
satisfy the experts.
AN EXPERT’S VIEW
Sel Hannah, who designed the trails on Cannon Mountain in New Hampshire, has this to say
about Sugarloaf, “the vertical drop of the mountain ranks it as one of the best east of the Rockies;
terrain is essential and, from my observation at Sugarloaf, it appears to excel in that department.”
Sel has already laid out the first trail at Sugarloaf.
THREE WELL WISHES
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The effort of the Sugarloaf Mountain Ski Club to focus the Winter Sports spotlight on the State
of Maine merits the wholehearted support of all our citizens.
The selection of Sugarloaf Mountain in Franklin County, second loftiest peak in Maine, seems to
be an excellent choice.
Frederick G. Payne
Governor of Maine
The ideal area for winter sports development was not found until the Sugarloaf area was
discovered.
This area has everything that is needed for a perfect ski development.
The Maine Development Commission heartily endorses this development and hopes that ways
and means will be found to develop Sugarloaf into a real ski area.
Everett F. Greaton, Executive Director
Maine Development Commission
We wish to commend the Maine Ski Council and allied groups in efforts to establish an
outstanding skiing area in the State of Maine.
From the technical data available and the experience of the sponsors, it would seem that the
Sugarloaf Mountain Ski Club development will give Maine a major talking point in attracting
skiers to our State.
Since this is in line with our continuous efforts to make Maine a “four season” Vacationland, we
heartily endorse the Sugarloaf Mountain project.
Guy P. Butler, Executive Manager
State of Maine Publicity Bureau
Scott W. Scully, Treasurer
Sugarloaf Mountain Ski Club
Eastern Trust Building
Bangor, Maine
Dear Mr. Scully:
Please accept this application for charter membership in the Sugarloaf Mountain Ski Club.
I enclose check for $10.
On the reverse side of this sheet I have listed the names and addresses of others who I think may
also be interested.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

553

Cordially yours.
Name ... ………………..
Address…………………
APPALACHIAN TRAIL DISPLAY SPONSORED BY WILTON GROUP
When "sportsmen” are mentioned, one is apt to think only of the hunter and the fisherman.
Possibly there was a time when this was the meaning of the term, but of recent years there has
developed another "sport", that of mountain and woods travel. More and more men and women
go to the mountains without a gun or a rod, and without regard for open and closed seasons.
They are interested in walking on the trails, observing the sights and sounds of nature, seeing the
trees and other flora, watching for game— to observe or to photograph rather than to kill, and in
general finding rest and recreation in the woods.
Around the populous centers of the East and on the Pacific Coast, this type of recreation has
grown to tremendous proportions. It is in its infancy in Maine. More and more, though, those
who have been turning for such recreation to the Poconos of Pennsylvania, the Great Smoky
Mountains of North Carolina and Tennessee, the Green Mountains of Vermont and the White
Mountains of New Hampshire, are beginning to say, “What does Maine have to offer to the
woods traveler?" The answer is, of course, "Everything!".
To meet the need of those who wish to walk in the woods, there has been developed the famous
Appalachian Trail, a footpath through the mountain regions of the East, extending 2,000 miles
from Mt. Katahdin in Maine to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia. Of this 2,000 miles, 266 miles are in
the State of Maine. The Trail is entirely a volunteer project and those who maintain it welcome
workers and welcome hikers on it.
For the first time, this year the Sportsmens Show at Rumford will have a display on The
Appalachian Trail. The booth is sponsored for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club by the newly
organized Wilton Outing Club. Mr. Lawson W. Reeves, of Dryden, who is a Director of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club and President of the Wilton Outing Club, is in charge of the
arrangements and the booth. He will be assisted by other officers and members, including
Holman Munson, Alton Curtis, Louis Chorzempa, Gerald Judkins, Arthur Hatch and Leroy
Woodman. They will be on duty to explain the various exhibits and to tell of the pleasures of
hiking on and maintaining the Appalachian Trail.
The display on the Trail will be against the background of a mural, four by sixteen feet, showing
a winter scene in Maine. Members of the Club have prepared a wall map, eight by eight feet,
showing the terrain traversed by the Trail from Katahdin to the New Hampshire line, with
mountains and firetowers, lakes and streams, shelters and campsites, and approach highways,
each in an appropriate color, and, over all, there is the route of The Appalachian Trail in red. One
may see at a glance not only the route of the Trail but the localities that may be explored from it.
Display posters, in triptych form, depict graphically the objectives of the Trail, the literature on
the Maine woods and the maps available, as well as outlining Trail maintenance methods.
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There will be numerous mounted photographs of woods scenes and Trail travel.
The Appalachian Trail Conference has furnished printed illustrated folders describing the Trail
from Maine to Georgia, and a list of guidebooks, maps and other literature available. The Maine
Appalachian Trail Club has furnished a leaflet telling of the activities of that Club and the
maintenance problems in connection with the Maine section of the Trail. These will be available
to visitors.
Kodachrome slides descriptive of the entire length of the Trail in Maine have been provided by
the Appalachian Trail Conference, and supplemented from the collections of members of the
Wilton Outing Club. These will be shown at frequent intervals during the Show.
The map, photographs, literature, and kodachrome slides, supplemented by the personal
knowledge of the Wilton Outing Club members in attendance at the booth, will give visitors an
opportunity to increase their knowledge of this phase of woods travel which is finding increasing
favor.
Until recently, much of The Appalachian Trail between Mt. Bigelow and Mt. Saddleback was
closed because of lack of maintenance during the war years. For this reason, the emphasis in
travel was to the east. And since the war years there have been an increasing number of out-ofstate people climbing Katahdin and traveling The Appalachian Trail East of the Kennebec River.
Now, however, all sections are open, and travel in the western area is being advised, particularly
to those who like camping and true wilderness travel.
Rumford is the nearest railroad approach to The Appalachian Trail west of Maine Highway 4.
From Rumford it may be reached at four different points, the crossing of Maine Highway 17, of
Maine Highway 5, of the Andover-B Hill Road, and of Maine Highway 26. On some of these
roads, bus service is available; for others, cars may be engaged at the garage in Rumford or at
Andover (reached by bus from Rumford).
There is a continuous chain of lean-tos in this section. For the first 25 miles west of Maine
Highway 4, there are sporting camps on or not too far from the Trail. On the westernmost 30
miles, since public accommodations are more than 2 miles from the Trail, arrangements for
transportation will need to be made.
An interesting one-day trip is to start at the Trail crossing of Maine Highway 17 (HoughtonOquossoc Road) and go west. The Trail here follows Bemis Brook, on which there are numerous
beaver colonies, A bog formed by a morainal rock dump furnishes variety. Beyond Elephant
Mountain Lean-to, the way leads for over a mile through a dense primeval spruce forest. There
are many striking views of the "hump" of trailless Elephant Mountain. After crossing the sag
between Elephant and Old Blue, Black Brook is followed steeply downstream. Ten miles of Trail
travel ends at Maine Highway 5 (Andover-South Arm Road), one mile north of Black Brook
Notch. One may either go north 2 m. to the camps on Lower Richardson lake or be met by car
and return to Andover.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

555

The area traversed in this and the next section was described in a most interesting manner three quarters of a century ago by C.A.J. Farrar, in his ILLUSTRATED GUIDEBOOK TO THE
ANDROSCOGGIN LAKES AND THE HEADWATERS OF THE CONNECTICUT,
MAGALLOWAY AND ANDROSCOGGIN RIVERS. That was in the heigh-day of fashionable
mountain resorts and, as the western mountains and Europe were not easily accessible,
Easterners flocked to the Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont hills. The woods of Maine were
better known then than they are to-day.
Another good trip is the 13-mile section from Maine Highway 5 to the Andover-B Hill Road.
This offers considerable variety but no steep climbing except up to C Pond Bluff. At first the
route parallels Black Brook, then veers away from it, crossing a spur of Moody Mountain and
continuing to Sawyer Notch. From here it follows Sawyer Brook, passing Squirrel Rock Lean-to.
This takes its name from a huge boulder nearby. At C Pond there is a blue-blazed side trail
leading a mile to the top of the exposed ledges on C Pond Bluff. This should not be by-passed,
for the views are most rewarding. The cliffs afford opportunity for rock-climbing to those
interested in that variation from woods travel. After passing Surplus Pond, the Trail descends
steadily to the Andover – B Hill Road. This road affords access to interesting localities described
by Farrer many years ago, and which have changed little since that date.
From Maine Highway 26, so many places of interest are accessible that they cannot even be
enumerated here. From the Andover – B Hill Road to Grafton Notch, it is 7 miles by Trail, and
west of Grafton Notch it is 12 miles to the Maine – New Hampshire line. The first-mentioned
section includes Frye Brook, Little Baldpate and the famed Baldpate. There is a side trail to
Table Rock, the jutting precipice 900 feet above the Notch, which affords a most spectacular
view.
West of Grafton Notch is Old Speck, long thought to be the second highest mountain in Maine.
While it has had to yield that title to Mt. Sugarloaf, it still holds the title to the steepest single
mile and a half on the entire 2,000 miles of Appalachian Trail. However, the view from the top is
worth the exertion. Beyond Old Speck summit lies Speck Pond, reputed to be 250 feet deep and
one of the highest, if not the highest, bodies of water of its size in the state. Then comes
Mahoosuc Notch, a sheer gulch filled with boulders and claimed to be the roughest mile on the
Trail. Following along the Mahoosuc Range, one traverses mountains with intriguing names like
Goose Eye and Fulling Mill, until, just beyond Carlo Col, the trail crossed into New Hampshire.
As lean-tos are available at intervals of an easy day’s journey, a couple of hikers can readily
spend seven or eight days following the Trail and the blazed side trails. Those who have with
them a guide, who knows the mountains aroundabout, may use The Appalachian Trail as the
approach and, working out from it, spend as much as a month on a camping trip exploring the
mountains within a day’s journey to the north and south. The eastern 25 miles of Trail and the
territory to the north and south of it may also be explored from a base at the sporting camps on
Mooselookmeguntic Lake and Lower Richardson Lake. Explorations on either side of the
Andover – B Hill Road would have to be from a base at Andover, 5 miles south, with some
arrangement for transportation to and from the trail. The nearest accommodations to Grafton
Notch are in North Newry, 3 miles north, or at sporting camps 4 miles south.
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With the increasing interest in hiking in the woods, it seems probable that the attractions of
Western Maine will not go long un-rediscovered by those indulging in this sport.
[MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB FINANCIAL STATEMENTS]
“Original sent to Jean to be used in connection with Income Tax Return. I had meant to prepare
it myself but she said she always does them if I furnish the information.”
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
July 1. 1949 – December 31, 1949
RECEIPTS
Bank Balance, June 22, 1949
Deposited subsequently

$43.45
478.00
521.45
.52

Less check outstanding
On hand, July 1, 1949
Sales: Guidebooks
Sales: Katahdin Reprints
Sales: Miscellaneous Publications
Sales: Maps
Sales: Map Cases
Contributions
From Appalachian Trail Conference
From Walter D. Greene Fund
Loans

$257.70
56.20
10.62
.60
38.65
10.00
100.00
532.42
300.00
EXPENDITURES

Trail Work
Maps
Publications
Service Charges
Stationery and Supplies
Paint
Copy of Charter

$1,219.23
191.24
169.01
1.45
27.61
3.00
3.50

$520.93

363.77

$1,827.12

1,615.04
$212.08

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
June 30. 1949 – June 30, 1950
RECEIPTS
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On hand, June 30, 1949
Sale of Maine Guides
Sale of Katahdin Reprints
Sale of Katahdin Bibliography
Contributions
Loans
Annual Membership dues
Sale of Miscellaneous Publications

$ 520.93
367.20
208.45
1.10
1,215.39
340.00
12.00
180.20

$2,818.27

EXPENDITURES
For Trail Work
For Maps
For Publicity
For Service Charges
For Stationery
For Miscellaneous Expenditures
Balance on hand, June 30, 1950

$1,819.23
459.74
284.21
5.75
44.92
25.20

$2,639.05
$176.22

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
January 1, 1950 – June 30, 1950
RECEIPTS
On hand, January 1, 1950
Dues
Sales: Guidebooks
Sales: Supplement and accompanying map
Sales: Katahdin Reprint
Sales: Miscellaneous Publications
Sales: Maps
Sales: Map Cases
Contributions
From Walter D. Greene Fund
Loan

109.50
62.00
152.25
3.00
1.40
38.00

EXPENDITURES
Cable Bridge Expense
Stationery and Postage
Service Charges
Notices of new publications, etc.
Maine guide Supplement
Maps

$600.00
39.51
5.40
51.00
35.70
293.50
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12.00

366.15
35.00
535.00
40.00
$1,200.23

1,025.11
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$175.12
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
July 1, 1950 – December 31, 1950
RECEIPTS
On hand, July 1, 1950
Sales: Guidebooks
Sales: Supplement
Sales: Katahdin Reprint
Sales: Miscellaneous Publications
Sales: Maps
Sales: Map Cases
Contributions
From Appalachian Trail Conference {$100
Cable Bridge; $100 Trail}
Restoration of Bigelow Trail (Payment by
Central Me. Power Co.}
From Walter D. Greene Fund

$133.75
17.50
171.55
4.40
58.55
50.55

$175.12

436.30
77.87
200.00
100.00
211.00
$1,200.29

EXPENDITURES
Trail Work
Maps
Repayment of Loan
Service Charges
Postage
Katahdin Reprint Expense
Insurance
Tools
Rainbow Lake Lean-to {Cost of building}
Balance, December 31, 1950

184.40
45.00
40.00
5.00
1.68
400.00
7.04
18.00
138.48

839.60
$260.69

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
WALTER D. GREENE MEMORIAL FUND
July 1, 1949 – December 31, 1949
On hand, July 1, 1949
By Contributions
Interest

RECEIPTS

$521.05
74.22
14.05

EXPENDITURES
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Transfer to regular account for trail work
Balance

532.42
$76.90

January 1, 1950 – June 30, 1950
RECEIPTS

On hand, January 1, 1950
By Contributions
Interest

$76.90
94.22
6.25

EXPENDITURES
Transfer to regular account for trail work
Balance

$177.37
124.00
$53.37

July 1, 1950 – December 31, 1950
RECEIPTS

On hand, July 1, 1950
By Contributions

$53.37
49.48

EXPENDITURES
Transfer to regular account for trail work
Balance
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GUIDEBOOK REVISIONS
August, 1950 Revision
Pages 210-211 — First Revision (1947)
At 8.66 m., pass on right abandoned section of A.T. by way of Hay Brook (relocated down
White Brook in 1950). Descend steadily worn wood road. Shortly after following bank high
above White Brook, take right fork (trail) at 10 m. (Use care here; ahead old road is washed out
by White Brook flood.) Follow telephone line thru marshy section. Descend short pitch into level
section at 10.3 m. At 10.41 m. wood road comes in on right.
Come into small grassy field (old Brown Field) and turn right on Pleasant River Road at 10.73 m.
(Ahead 100 yds, is West Branch of Pleasant River. Here is machinery from old mill. Pleasant
River Road was built in 1873. Road is well-worn with frequent runarounds and little change in
elevation; wet after rains. Road is not passable by automobile; locked gate at Katahdin Iron
Works. Elevation at Brown Field is 645 ft. To left leads 0.5 m. to Chairback Mountain Camps
parking place and 5.53 m. to Katahdin Iron Works. This section of trail is on U.S.G.S. Sebec
Lake Quadrangle. White Brook to the east has changed its course several times.)
Cross Hay Brook at 11.77 m. At west edge of Hay Brook Field abandoned section of A.T. comes
in on right at 11.82 m. (It is 0.11 and 0.26 m. to right up this trail to Hay Brook Falls.)
Insert (X) page 405 (Second revision)
Follow Pleasant River Road east with little change in elevation.
At 4.11 m., in cleared Brown Field, turn sharp left from road into firewarden’s trail to White Cap.
(To right Pleasant River is 100 yds. Here is machinery from old mill; view of Chairback Mtn.
Ahead on road leads 0.5 m. to Chairback Mountain Camps parking place and 5.53 m. to
Katahdin Iron Works. Short distance beyond, Trail is no longer on Sebec Lake Quadrangle.
Telephone line comes in on right in I50 yds. Follow wire to White Cap; distance is 8.l m.)
Follow old wood road. At 4.43 m. take right fork; climb short bank in 1/10 m. farther; beyond,
route is trail.
Ascend steadily; pass marshy section; just beyond, at 4.84 m., old road comes in right; below
road is washed out by White Brook. Follow road with steady ascent at first on bank above White
Brook.
At 5.98 m., pass on left abandoned route by way of Hay Brook.
August, 1950.

1951 SUPPLEMENT TO MAINE GUIDEBOOK
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PUBLICATIONS
{Add Cable Bridge sign note.} {Copy J.S. original safe. 2 Maine file. Spare work copy also.
Corrected Sept. 26}
This 1951 SUPPLEMENT is accumulative to and does not supersede either the 1949 or the 1950
SUPPLEMENT. (The 1949 SUPPLEMENT supersedes all prior SUPPLEMENTS.) All
SUPPLEMENTS are mailed to purchasers of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE, whose addresses are registered with The Appalachian Trail Conference and who
returned the slip forwarded with the 1950 SUPPLEMENT.
The 1949 SUPPLEMENT (pages 3 to 6, inclusive) lists all the revised pages, the insertion of
which would make currently correct the Fourth Edition of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE.
There were issued in 1950 three revised maps. These are: Map No. 4, Katahdin to East Branch of
Pleasant River (two-color; 35 cents); Map No. 3, Katahdin Region (35 cents); and Map No. 2,
The Traveler (15 cents).
There was also issued during 1950 a revision of the KATAHDIN SECTION of the MAINE
GUIDE. This revision supersedes Chapters 4 and 5 (pages 48 to 171, inclusive) of the Fourth
Edition of the GUIDE. The KATAHDIN SECTION, with an index and Maps Nos. 2 and 3, can
be obtained from The Appalachian Trail Conference, 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington
6, D.C. ($1.25) and should be substituted for pages 48 to 171, inclusive, of the Fourth Edition.
TRAIL CONDITIONS
All the Appalachian Trail in Maine was recleared during 1950 with the following exceptions:
Moxie Pond to east base of Mt. Bigelow; White Cap Mtn. to Yoke Ponds. Additional sponsors
have undertaken maintenance of sections of The Appalachian Trail in Maine, as follows:
Blazing Arrow HI-Y Club, Old Town, Maine – Long Pond to Bodfish Farm
Narraganset Chapter, A. M. C. - Bodfish Farm to Blanchard
University of Maine Outing Club, Orono, Maine - Blanchard to Moxie Pond
{Mechanic Falls Explorer Scouts - East Peak Mt. Bigelow to Bigelow Village
As a result of intensive trail and publicity programs, considerable improvement has been effected
in the condition of the Trail in Maine.
Side Trails
The Gulf Hagas Trail has been intensively repainted and resigned with a view of emphasizing
the side trails to outlooks and spur trails, which might otherwise be overlooked. The Joe Mary
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Mountain Trail has also been repainted. The Bates Outing Club’s C-Pond Bluff Trail has been
scheduled for reclearing in 1951.
Trail Relocations
{Not on original}
The Trail on the south slope of White Gap Mtn. has been relocated to follow the firewarden’s
trail and telephone line all the way down White Brook and then west along the Pleasant River
Road. The right turn at 8.86 m. (page 210, North to South) as far as 10.36 m. on the former route,
has been obliterated. The change has been marked by white paint blazes and board signs. While
it constitutes an extension of 1.5 m. in the mileage of Section 9, Forest Service maintenance of
the relocation will make for an improved route.
All travelers from West Branch Ponds to Long Pond should note that the distance is now 14.84
m. and be guided accordingly. Arrangements for staying with the firewarden at White Cap will
divide the traverse.
WHITE CAP MOUNTAIN
The Hollingsworth and Whitney Company lumber operations, eventually scheduled to extend
across the north slope of White Cap, have not reached the area. Travelers in this section should
make inquiry, however.
BARREN-CHAIRBACK RANGE
Here (Section 9) there has been necessitated a major change in route. The accumulated
difficulties, due to lumbering, blowdowns of uncut trees and the devastation caused by the
bronze birch borer, have produced difficulty of travel and maintenance beyond the abilities of
volunteer maintaining organizations. To avoid a break in the thru trail, it has been necessary to
paint-blaze a detour on the north slope of Fourth and Barren Mountains. The new route is
marked by paint blazes and the connection with the former trail along the crest of Fourth and
Barren Mountains has been broken. From Long Pond the existing route has been continued to
6.65 m. (North to South). Here the former blue-blazed trail to the Chairback Mountain Camps
has been converted into The Appalachian Trail, for a distance of 1.22 m., to where the former
blue-blazed trail (now painted white) meets the Seaboard Tote-road. From this point the Toteroad (somewhat overgrown for 1.2 m.) is followed, with little change in elevation, along the
north slope of the Barren-Chairback Range.
It crosses the obliterated side trail to Dore's Mountain View Camps (10.68 m.), Long Pond
Stream at 11.81 m., the Seaboard Depot Camps on Mink Brook at 13 m. and rejoins The
Appalachian Trail where it formerly came in from Long Pond Stream. The result of this detour is
to change the length of Section 9 from 16.96 m. to 16.41 m. and to eliminate the extreme
difficulty in traveling the present route.
Mountain View Camps (formerly Dore's) are closed. The 3.3 m. side trail from these Camps to
The Appalachian Trail on the slope of Barren has been abandoned because of its obliteration by
lumber operations.
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The former Appalachian Trail on Barren, as far north as Dore's side trail, was cleared in 1950.
The south slope of Fourth Mountain presents no difficulty since it has not been cut. The major
difficulty is between Fourth Mountain and the former blue-blazed side trail to Perham's. Parties,
properly equipped with sufficient supplies and time, may find it of interest to traverse the former
A.T, route on the crest because of the vestiges of uncut forest remaining. The difficulty should
not be underestimated. It is the hope of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club eventually to restore
the Trail on the Barren-Chairback Range to its original location. At the present time the official
trail route detours Fourth and Barren Mountains. The two-mile section, between West Chairback
Pond and the former Perham's blue-blazed side trail, is difficult of travel by reason of down
timber but can be readily followed.
MT. BIGELOW
The relocation at the east base of Little Bigelow Mountain has been blazed, cleared and is now
standard trail. The new route skirts the flowage and rejoins The Appalachian Trail on the summit
of Little Bigelow. The former length of Section 17 (17.05 m.) has now become _______ m., by
reason of this relocation.
NESOWADNEHUNK CABLE BRIDGE
This bridge was restored on June 7, 1950. It was completely rebuilt, with the exception of the
towers. (See September, 1950 Appalachian Trailway News.) Problems in connection with
crossing the Penobscot West Branch have thus been completely eliminated.
MAPS
The U.S. Geological Survey will issue in 1951 the new Sebec Lake and Greenville Quadrangles.
These will cover The Appalachian Trail route from the West Branch of the Pleasant River to a
short distance west of Blanchard. They can be obtained from the Division of Distribution, U. S.
Geological Survey, Washington 25, D. C. (20 cents each). Work on the Millinocket and Norcross
Quadrangles will be continued by the U. S. Geological Survey in 1951.
Quadrangles, covering the area between Nahmakanta Lake and White Cap Mountain, should be
available in 1952, as soon as the preliminary field work has been accomplished.
CAMPSITES
A complete chain of approved campsites for The Appalachian Trail in Maine has now been
accomplished. See list appearing at pages 21-22 (Third Revision, 1948) of MAINE GUIDE.
The following supplemental campsites have been approved:
19 m.
39.76 m.
50.86 m.
60.26 m.

Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Potaywadjo Spring Campsite
Cooper Brook Falls Campsite
West Branch Tote-road Campsite
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68.61 m.

Junction of Trail to West Branch Camps and White cap Campsite

By reason of vandalism and misuse by casual fishermen, considerable difficulty has been
experienced with the Rainbow Lake Dam Lean-to. Accordingly the structure was torn down in
the fall of 1950 and a new lean-to erected close to the shore at Big Spring, 1.6 m. north of
Rainbow Lake Dam. The new Rainbow Lake Lean-to is 19 m. from Katahdin.
Reports reached the Conference that the East Carry Pond Lean-to had been burned in 1949. Earl
V. Shaffer reports “someone must have let a big fire get out of control and the right-hand corner,
facing the lake, has been badly damaged”. {Otherwise the structure is intact.}
The loss of three lean-tos in Maine (Hunt Spur, Penobscot West Branch and Moxie Pond Leantos) constitutes a staggering fire loss. (Only one other lean-to (North Carolina) has been lost by
fire.) It is thought that casual hunters and fishermen have been the culprits but the situation
constitutes a most serious monition.
The sites of the destroyed lean-tos serve as public campsites. Each campsite is equipped with a
cleared tent space, rough fireplace, spring or lake water, and blue-blazed trails to a rough latrine
and tin can dump.
THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
The 1950 SUPPLEMENT lists the officials of the Maine Appalachian Trail club. The next
annual meeting will be held on April 29, 1951. All persons interested in The Appalachian Trail
in Maine are invited to attend. An application blank for membership in the M.A.T.C. can be
obtained on inquiry to M.A.T.C. Publicity Director Jean Stephenson, 1228 Eye St., N.W.,
Conard Apts., Washington 2, D.C.
M.A.T.C. Lecture
There has been prepared a lantern slide lecture for The Appalachian Trail in Maine. The lecture
consists of one hundred kodachrome slides--with accompanying lecture text. Payment of express
charges (valuation $300.00) in both directions and use of a forced draft projector are
requirements for obtaining use of the lecture. Inquiry should be sent to The Appalachian Trail
Conference Slide Custodian. Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs, 4811 0verlook Road, Washington 16, D. C.
KATAHDIN
Conditions at Katahdin are reported in the 213-page KATAHDIN REPRINT, issued by the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club in 1950. Baxter State Park Supervisor Dyer became Director of
Maine State Parks in May. 1950. The new Supervisor is M.A.T.C. Director Helon N. Taylor.
Box 488, Millinocket, Maine.
The work on the Roaring Brook Campground did not proceed to the point indicated in the
KATAHDIN REPRINT. Only the parking space, ranger’s cabin and tent sites were completed.
Work on the lean-tos was deferred until 1951. There was no activity on the proposed campsite in
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the north end of the Park but, since the appropriation continues until used, it is expected that
projected work will be eventually completed.
In 1950 a ranger was stationed at Russell Pond. One of the old Tracey Camps was converted into
a bunkhouse with accommodations for six. The ranger recleared the trail to Wassataquoik Lake
and on the Wassataquoik South Branch. Otherwise there have been few developments in the
Katahdin area in 1950.
RELOCATION AT EAST END OF MT. BIGELOW (NORTH TO SOUTH)
SECTION # 16
Starting at Jerome Brook shelter: trail crosses Jerome Brook in front of shelter, follows through
low ground for .06 m. before reaching new Long Falls Dam road.
SECTION # 17 (NORTH TO SOUTH)
General description of trail, road approaches and distances.
At the trail crossing of the Long Falls Dam Road it is l.3 m. north to the West Carry Pond Road.
2.2 m. south, former route #16 comes in on right. North New Portland is 19 miles distant.
From the Long Falls Dam Road the trail goes west up over a hardwood ridge turning south along
the flowage when within 1/4 mile of the lake shore. Continue through level section skirting
around southern end of flowage. Reach a gravel road, former route 16, at 2.25 miles.
To the right, .2 m. north the road ends at the edge of the lake. .5m. south is a gravel road (the old
county road) branching to the right to Carrabasset. .8 m. south from the trail former route 16
joins the Long Falls Dam Road. There is a Maine Forest Service Public Campsite 2.4 m. South
on the Long Falls Dam Road from the trail crossing of former route #16. North New Portland is
18 miles distant.
Continue west toward Little Bigelow over a fairly level section through hardwoods ascending
very gradually. Reaching the base of the mountain, the trail then ascends steeply for 1/3 mile.
Beyond the trail ascends more gradually over open ledges with fine views and thru spruce to the
crest of Little Bigelow.
DETAILED TRAIL DATA
From the Long Falls Dam Road commence ascent west over ridge between Jerome and Bog
Brooks. Cross crest of ridge (1650 ft.) at .52 m. and descend thru hardwoods. At .85 m. take left
fork south along new relocated trail (1950) slabbing west slope of ridge. Continue thru
hardwoods along level section reaching edge of lake at 1.7 m. Here pass thru area burned in 1949.
Trail continues close to edge of lake with woodroad coming in on left at 1.82 m. The Ledge
House can be seen across the lake. The trail then follows around the southern end of the flowage
crossing a branch of Bog Brook at 2.08 m. and Bog Brook at 2.17 m. Turn right into wood road
at 2.22 m. reaching the gravel road, (former route # 16) at 2.25 m.
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Crossing this road the trail goes west over a small ridge. At the west base of this ridge cross
another branch of Bog Brook at 2.39 m. and an old lumber road just beyond. Reach brook at 2.5
m. and pass thru old lumber yard at 2.65. and site of old camp yard just beyond. Trail follows
fairly close along left side going up the brook (right bank) of brook (sure source of water) for .6
of a mile at times bearing away slightly. Come into old woodroad at 3 m. and at 3.1 m. bear
away from brook to left. Take left fork at 3.18 m. following woodroad to 3.32 m. Here trail
swings right uphill from woodroad. (a short distance beyond turn right into woodroad and at 3.38
take sharp left turn from woodroad--note; some of these turns here should be eliminated when
clearing the trail. Sheridan Scribner is intending to do this.)
2. Bigelow relocation
Trail continues generally west thru fairly level section along south slope of hardwood ridge. At
5.76 m. turn right, northwest, toward ledges. Cross two small ridges ascending gradually. Reach
brook (intermittent source of water) at 4.08 m. Ascend steeply along left bank (right side going
up) of brook northwest toward ledges. At 4.5 m. reach steep boulder filled gully. Ascend very
steeply for .1 m. Beyond trail ascends less steeply over open ledges with fine views and thru
spruce. Reach first view of lake a 4.46 m. and at 4.8 m. is good view of the summit of Little
Bigelow ahead. Ascend thru spruce reaching the first summit at 5.25 m. with fine views. Beyond
the trail continues thru spruce at first descending slightly then ascending gradually joining the
old A. T. on the crest of ridge with fine views south at 5.72 m.
DETAILED TRAIL DATA (REVERSED –SOUTH TO NORTH) SECTION #17, 20.22 Miles
From crest of ridge with fine views south at 14.5 m. trail descends gradually thru spruce then
ascends slightly to fine viewpoint at 14.97 m. From this summit the trail descends more steeply
thru spruce reaching a ledge at 15.42 m. with fine backward view of Little Bigelow. Beyond the
trail descends thru spruce and over open ledges with fine views. At 15.82 m. commence very
steeply descent thru boulder filled gully. After .1 m. trail descends steeply along left bank of
brook (intermittent source of water). At 16.14 m. turn left away from brook. Trail descends
gradually southeast, crossing two small ridges. At 16.46 m. turn left continuing thru fairly level
section along south slope of hardwood ridge.
Descending a short distance after crossing a woodroad the trail turns left into a woodroad at 16.9
m. Continue along woodroad bearing right where another woodroad comes in on left at 17.04 m.
Reach brook at 17.12 m. Turn right from woodroad at 17.22 m. Trail follows fairly close along
right bank of brook (sure source of water) for .6 of a mile at times bearing away slightly. Pass by
site of old lumber camp and just beyond thru old lumber yard at 17.57 m. At 17.72 in. trail bears
right away from brook. After crossing an old lumber road trail crosses a branch of Bog Brook at
17.85 m. Just beyond trail goes up over a small ridge reaching a gravel road, former route #16, at
17.97 m.
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Cross the gravel road following a woodroad for .05 m. turn left into trail from wood road at 18 m.
Cross Bog Brook at 18.05 m. and a branch of Bog Brook at 18.14 m. Here trail skirts around
southern end of flowage, then goes north along level section reaching edge of the lake at 18.4 m.
where woodroad comes in from the right. Here is a view of the Ledge House across the lake.
Trail follows close to the edge of lake thru area burned in 1949. At 19.52 m. trail bears to right
away from the lake continuing north thru hardwoods slabbing west slope of ridge with little
change in elevation. At 19.37 m. turn right into old A.T. Ascend thru hardwoods crossing crest
of ridge (1650 ft.) at 19.7 m. Descending reach the Long Falls Dam Road at 20.22 m. Beyond
road, Jerome Brook lean-to is .06 m. ahead on trail.
[Newspaper Article]
Hiking In The Woods Of Western Maine As Described By Jean Stephenson
[The newspaper clipping on file includes some badly jumbled text, not just because of the way
the clippings are organized but apparently due to errors in the original publication. I have put the
text back together as best I could from my personal knowledge of the region.]
“Are you interested in hiking? Do you want a vacation in the mountains and woods? If so, have
you thought about western Maine and The Appalachian Trail there?” These are questions that
outing club officers all over the East are asking their friends to-day.
One of the phenomena of the last two decades has been the tremendous interest in hiking, in
tramping the woods and mountains, not in search of game or to reach a good fishing pond, but
just for the pleasure found in such surroundings.
There are now literally hundreds of “hiking clubs” and “outing clubs” in the major cities of the
East alone, with memberships varying from one hundred to six thousand. Many more thousands
indulge in this “sport” without being affiliated with any club.
Many of these persons, of both sexes and all ages, spend several weekends each month in the
woods and mountains within reaching distance of their homes, and once or twice a year go
farther afield for a stay of a week to a month in the woods.
Some like to do it in ease and comfort, to tramp the woods through the day and to return at night
to a warm cabin, comfortable beds and good meals. Others like camp life, enjoy the stop each
night at a new spot, or a campsite on some lonely height or by some beautiful stream, yet wish to
use their energies on the trail and to relax at the close of the day without a thought of “camp
chores”, but to have warmth and food materialize as at the command of a genie. Still others
prefer the isolation and solitude of a trip with a single companion or a small group of close
friends — or even though they would prefer the relaxation of cabin and camp comfort, yet they
cannot afford the cost of such additional pleasures.
Some localities can supply one of these types of outings, some only another type. In western
Maine, one may find them all.
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The 2,021-mile Appalachian Trail, which follows the wilderness area along the eastern
mountains from Katahdin in Maine to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia, traverses a most interesting
section of western Maine. From the Bigelow Range, just west of the new Dead River Lake, it
winds southwest for 10 [sic, Closer to 100] miles to the New Hampshire state line and opens for
exploration a wide area.
Along the route there are many “sporting camps”, at intervals of a day’s journey. It is these
unique camps, which have a counterpart in some sections of Europe but nowhere else in this
country, that make the wilderness areas of Maine such a delightful and comfortable place to
travel. There is the central cabin, to which one turns morning and evening for bountiful and
wholesome meals. There are the small cabins around about, where one finds rest in a
comfortable bed, and warmth from a wood-burning stove. Frequently, there is a lake or stream
where one may swim and canoe. By making advance reservations, one may have a trip or ten
days along The Appalachian Trail, traveling from camp to camp, carrying only one’s personal
possessions, and coming at night to a comfortable cabin, to find warmth and good food and a
hearty welcome. Or one may base on such a camp for a week or even a month and explore the
country around about it. From many of such camps one may follow the marked Appalachian
Trail in either direction or otherwise explore the woods and mountains with only members of
one’s own party. Those who prefer to do so may employ ex-[missing text] in exploring trailless
or unfrequented portions of the country.
If a small party wants to camp along The Appalachian Trail, yet be free from camp duties, they
may follow the European custom in Maine and employ a “Maine guide” to accompany the party.
The guide will not only show the party interesting features of the region and insure their getting
out the shortest way after it is decided to return, but will take responsibility for seeing that the
tents are erected each evening, that the food is prepared, that the fuel is gathered and the fire
burns.
If one or two friends or a small group wishes to travel alone, they may do so. Along this segment
of The Appalachian Trail there are fourteen lean-tos, at approximately eight miles apart. One
must, of course, to use these structures, carry full camping equipment, except a tent. These leantos, however, while mostly in unorganized towns, are designated as “Public Campsites” by the
Maine Forest Service and therefore a non-resident of Maine hiking the trail may make a fire at a
lean-to (except when a fire ban has been proclaimed by the Governor) without having a
registered guide in the party. In other words, non-residents of the State utilizing these lean-tos
are exempt from the provisions of the Maine Guide Law.
So one may have any type of trip one wishes in hiking The Appalachian Trail in western Maine.
As for the country itself, it is surprising that as wild and interesting a land, so close to the urban
centers of the East, is so little known. Three quarters of a century ago, it was much frequented by
hunters and the vacationists of the day, and guidebooks written about it. Then the tide of woods
travel turned elsewhere and for half a century there has been little travel in that area. Now,
“Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine” devotes approximately one hundred pages to a
description of the mountains and woods traversed by the Trail in western Maine.
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The names of the mountains conjure up interesting possibilities: Bigelow, Sugarloaf, Abraham,
Saddleback, Baldpate, Old Speck and dozens of others. On The Appalachian Trail or closely
adjacent to it are some 30 peaks close to 4,000 feet in elevation and, in Maine, a 4,000 ft.
mountain is a very considerable peak.
Beyond the base of Mt. Bigelow the character of the country is quite different from that to the
east. -- Gone are the lakes and streams and days of travel on age-old wood roads. Ahead is only a
broken, disconnected group of densely forested mountains with steep climbs and equally steep
descents; in every direction is a sea of jumbled forested peaks.
An outstanding group is the Mt. Bigelow Range, a dense spruce and fir-covered ridge, trending
east and west, with a trail system of 28 miles and in interest second only to Katahdin. A full
description of Mt Bigelow, its trails and its history, is given in “Maine’s Second Mountain,” by
Myron H. Avery. (10 pages, 9 illustrations, reprint from “Appalachia” available (15c) from
Appalachian Trail Conference, 1916 Sunderland Place, N. W., Washington 6, D. C.). The name
harks back to dramatic events of the American Revolution. Close by, Benedict Arnold’s
expedition toiled up Dead River through the depths of the Maine wilderness to attack Quebec
after a march of unequalled hardships. Bigelow was one of the officers of the expedition, and is
reputed to have climbed the mountain to survey the route ahead. Other names along the range,
such as Arnold’s Well and Cave, are reminders of this expedition.
Little Bigelow Mountain, to the east, is a miniature of the main range. The East and West Peaks
are almost identical in appearance. Similarly symmetrical and only slightly lower are the North
and South Horns. A traverse of the 28-mile trail system on Mt. Bigelow will occupy three days.
The trail along Little Bigelow follows close to the west edge of the escarpment in many places,
thus affording a splendid outlook toward the dominating peaks rising to the south. The majesty
of the uncut spruce and fir forest along this ridge, the unique setting of The Horns Pond, on the
top of the ridge, as well as the succession of cycloramic views make the traverse of Mt. Bigelow
most rewarding. There are lean-tos in Bigelow Col and at The Horns Pond.
Beyond Mt. Bigelow a series of north and south roads, passable by automobile, divide the Trail
route into sections of a possible day’s journey. From Bigelow Village, on Maine Highway 27,
The Appalachian Trail leads up Mt. Sugarloaf, Maine’s second highest mountain. From the
valley of the Carrabassett River it climbs steadily, past Sugarloaf Lean-to, for four and one half
miles, to the summit, 4,237 ft. The upper slopes of Sugarloaf are, as well may be expected,
covered with a dense growth of scrub. Its cone is a bare rock, the result of early fires. To, the east
a curving ridge leads to the trailless Burnt Hill, only 700 ft. lower. To the west, across Caribou
Valley, is a long range. The north half, Crockertown Mountain, reaches an elevation of 4,168 ft.
The lower half, the Redington Range, has two peaks of 3,724 and 3,984 ft. There are no trails to
either of these densely forested peaks. A steep slide on the east slope of Crockertown Mountain,
reached from the game warden’s trail from Bigelow Village to Caribou Pond, affords the most
direct access to its summit.
South from Sugarloaf. the Trail continues along a crest with a series of ascents and descents and
a wall breaking sharply to the east, to Spaulding Mountain, just two feet under 4,000 ft. The Trail
passes one-tenth of a mile west of the summit, but a side trail leads to the cleared viewpoint at
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the top of this densely wooded cone. Severe damage was done to the forested slopes of Sugarloaf
and Spaulding and the country between, by the New England Hurricane of 1938. The down trees
and the new growth have created many Trail problems, and added to the difficulties of travel. At
the same time, there have resulted interesting areas of changed growth and added views.
From Spaulding Mountain Lean-to, a side trail is being constructed to Mt. Abraham. Beyond the
fire tower, Abraham is a long narrow rock ridge, breaking off abruptly to the south. This ridge is
most impressive. Viewed from the east, particularly in the region of Pleasant Pond, the bare,
glistening cone of Sugarloaf, balanced by the rounded black dome of Spaulding in the center and
then the bare rock ridge of Mt. Abraham, breaking off suddenly, deployed on the skyline, distant
many-days travel by Trail, are unforgettable.
South of Spaulding, the Trail descends some four miles to the old railroad crossing of Orbeton
Stream, long since abandoned. It then climbs steeply past Poplar Ridge Lean-to to the 3,100 ft.
contour on Poplar Ridge, and bears southwest across open ledges to Saddleback Junior, 3,640 ft.
Beyond, it descends into a deep saddle and, increasing in elevation, reaches The Horn, 23 ft. over
4.000 ft. It is to The Horn and the two main peaks (4,116 ft.) of the mountain that the name,
Saddleback, is due.
For over three miles the Trail along Saddleback is along an open crest. Delightful travel in clear
weather, as one gains an increasingly broad panorama of the Rangeley Lakes, care must be used
under adverse weather conditions. At the firetower, the traveler may turn north and follow an
easy side trail 5 1/2 miles to the Saddleback Lake Camps. From the summit, the main Trail
descends, passing three attractively located ponds and the remains of an old log sluice.
Shortly beyond is the Piazza Rock Lean-to, Piazza Rock is an enormous projecting boulder, with
mature trees growing on its top. Nearby is a series of boulder caves. A mile beyond, the Trail is
within a quarter of a mile of Maine Highway 4, at the ford between Second and Third Sandy
River Ponds. Here one may be met by car and taken to Rangeley Village, where
accommodations are available at many camps.
The Appalachian Trail, however, continues northwest, following the abandoned Beech Hill Road,
the original route to Rangeley, and reaches Maine Highway 4 five miles south of Rangeley.
Rangeley and its surroundings offer much of interest.
From Maine Highway 4, the Trail follows the Houghton Fire road along the west shore of Long
Pond, and then crosses the narrow isthmus between another Long Pond and Sabbath Day Pond
Lean-To. Beyond are Long Pond Camps. There are two Long Ponds in this section. The western
one and Round, Sabbath Day and Moxie Ponds are known collectively as “Four Ponds”. At the
end of this section on Maine Highway 17, north on the road three miles is Camp Bemis.
After a mile from Maine Highway 17, the Trail leads southwest up the deep valley of Bemis
Brook, with the long ridge of Bemis Mountain to the north. This region was badly burned in
1903, with resulting dense growth, and the beaver flowages along the brook frequently threaten
to obliterate the Trail. Climbing gradually, the route enters an untouched dense spruce and fir
growth. Beyond Elephant Mountain Lean-to for a mile the Trail traverses one of the finest stands
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

573

of uncut spruce and fir along the route, with Elephant to the north and Old Blue to the South,
then skirts abrupt beetling cliffs, the head of the Elephant. Elephant is said to have three tops and
to afford a magnificent view of the Rangeley Lakes. Old Blue is a long ridge, notorious for its
dense scrub. It is perhaps more accessible from the south. Elephant and Old Blue are seldom
climbed.
Leaving this sag, there is a descent of two and a half miles along Black Brook to the AndoverSouth Arm Road. On this road, two miles north are Lower Richardson Lake and Sunset Lake
Camps.
Beyond is a much jumbled section. After three miles the Trail leads up Sawyer Brook, through
Sawyer Notch past Squirrel Rock Lean-to to C Pond. From the east end of C Pond, the Bates
College Outing Club has constructed a side trail to the exposed cliffs near the summit of C Pond
Bluff. While the climb is steep, passing along narrow ledges at the base of sheer cliffs, the
spectacular view at the top is well worth the effort involved.
Beyond C Pond one bears up Mountain Brook, following an old tote-road through a pleasing
forest growth, and then turns abruptly west, slabbing Spruce Mountain. Near the summit lies
Surplus Pond (1,900 ft.).
After crossing the Andover-B Hill Road, the Trail follows Frye Brook, a miniature canyon with
spectacular waterfalls, chasms and unique rock formations. A quarter of a mile from the highway
is located the Frye Brook Lean-to. Just beyond commence the interesting features of Frye Brook,
The Churn, The Cataract, and The Flume. These names were taken from guidebooks written
three quarters of a century ago. After going through uncut spruce which becomes dense scrub,
the open summit of Baldpate is reached; this is the East Peak. Beyond, a series of open ledges
lead to the West Peak.
Baldpate. is really the surprise mountain of this entire chain, its bulk comprising six peaks. On
the west side of the East Peak are cliffs which must be negotiated with care. Then comes an open
saddle and a climb to the still higher West Peak. Beyond, the route skirts two wooded summits
and then drops steeply toward Grafton Notch.
Those who have driven through Grafton Notch will recall the precipitous cliffs which form its
east wall. On the descent from Baldpate, about three quarters of a mile east from Maine Highway
26, the Table Rock side trail leads south half a mile to these cliffs, 1,000 ft. above the highway.
West from Table Rock, across the wall of the Notch, is a long open ridge leading to the summit
of Old Speck. After passing the Grafton Notch Lean-to, besides a tumbling stream, Maine
Highway 26 is reached. South on the highway some four miles are the Brook Camps. There are
many interesting features along this highway. Best known are the twisting cascades of Screw
Augur Falls. Nearby are Devil’s Den, Mother Walker’s Falls, and Moose Cave.
Where the Trail leaves the highway for Old Speck, the elevation is 1,500 ft.; at the summit it is
4,180 ft. As the distance is only 1.6 miles and the climb is 2,680 ft., it is clear that the Old Speck
Trail is steep. Old Speck Mountain, apart from its height, is a magnificent peak. Its abrupt rise in
every direction makes it the dominating feature along the entire trail.
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West of Old Speck, The Appalachian Trail follows the Mahoosuc Range Trail, which antedates it.
This trail was opened from 1926 on by the Appalachian Mountain Club of Boston, and is still
maintained by that club. The Mahoosuc Range affords difficult traveling. It is an amateur trail
with a very rough foot way. There is scarcely a level foot along the entire section. It is a
wilderness area. Much of the way there is a low scrub growth, along open ledges, affording
magnificent views, particularly of the Presidential Range to the south.
Traveling west from Old Speck, from a dense spruce and fir forest the hiker soon descends a bare
slope, the relic of a rock slide in 1924. Speck Pond, just beyond, is the highest body of water in
Maine. Here is located a lean-to. Beyond Mahoosuc Arm and Mahoosuc Mountain comes
Mahoosuc Notch, the most spectacular feature of the Range. It is a deep chasm, lying athwart the
Range. Ice is usually found in this dark gloomy defile at all times of the year. The Trail route
leads through it for a mile, climbing over and under enormous boulders. Extreme care must be
used here.
Beyond the Notch, the Trait crosses Fulling Mill Mountain and reaches the Goose Eye Peaks,
conspicuous from many directions. Then comes the notch of Carlo Col, and beyond the broad
swathe marking the Maine-New Hampshire line, a distance of 266.1 miles from Katahdin and
98.5 miles from the east base of Mt. Bigelow.
This description barely touches on the many attractions of the region, with its mountains
alternating with forested valleys through which flow tumbling streams. Full descriptions, both
for use in planning a trip and for use on the Trail, together with full information as to approaches
to the Trail and accommodations of all types and maps, are to be found in the 592-page “Guide
to the Appalachian Trail in Maine”. (This book may be procured from the Appalachian Trail
Conference.
October 1950

MAINE APPALACHAN TRAIL LECTURE

{Received from Mrs. Jacobs Apr. 23. Copy in folder in combination safe.}
This evening we shall make, on foot and by Trail, a journey through one of the finest sections of
the Maine wilderness. Our trip, which will last about an hour, will carry us for 266 miles along
that part of the Appalachian Trail which lies in the State of Maine. Probably all of you know,
generally, what the Appalachian Trail is so that I shall need to say very little about the
Appalachian Trail project. It is the longest extensive walking trail in the world. It commences in
the center of Maine at Katahdin and ends at Mt. Oglethorpe, in Georgia, some 2,020 miles
distant from Katahdin. It passes through fourteen states and, except where there are gaps in the
topography, it follows the crest line of the mountain ranges in the Eastern Atlantic States which
are known as the "Appalachian Ranges". This accounts for the name of the Trail.
This project came into existence through the Appalachian Trail Conference. There are many
groups, which have the name "Appalachian" and, as this often causes some confusion, to make
the matter clear, I am explaining that the Appalachian Trail Conference, which has its
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headquarters at Washington, D. C., is a federation of all the Clubs and individuals which
maintain the Appalachian Trail. There are many local Clubs, such as the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club in this State, which maintain various sections of the through Appalachian Trail. The
Appalachian Trail Conference, which coordinates policies and procedures in connection with the
Trail, issues a very extensive set of publications which relate to all phases of Trail clearing, Trail
marking and Trail use, etc. The Conference prescribes the Trail standards which the local
organizations follow.
This project was begun in 1921 and was initially completed in 1939 [sic, should be 1937], when
the last two miles on Mt. Sugarloaf, Maine’s second highest mountain, were cut through.
The Trail route in Maine differs from that elsewhere in that there is no continuous north-andsouth crest-like mountain range, such as the Blue Ridge of the Southern Appalachians which
forms the route of so much of the Trail. Maine is a State of disconnected mountains, streams, and
lakes scattered in a forested pattern. By reason of its inaccessibility and the lack of trail
maintaining organizations, the Appalachian Trail link in Maine was the last to be undertaken.
Several years of scouting, exploration and planning preceded the initial marking of the Trail in
this state. Much of this work in eastern Maine was accomplished by the late Walter D. Greene,
Broadway Actor and Maine Guide who lived at Sebec, Maine. As I have said, the Trail in Maine
was the last portion to be undertaken. The year of major accomplishment was 1933 when the
route, which had been determined in advance, was marked from Katahdin to Monson, a distance
of 112 miles. Later, in 1934, it was carried west for a further 60 miles to Mt. Bigelow [sic, it was
blazed from Monson to Bigelow in September, 1933], and shortly thereafter, beyond to Maine's
second highest peak, Mt. Sugarloaf. This last link was accomplished through the efforts of Helon
Taylor, an officer of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. There, at Mt. Sugarloaf, the project
might have rested for many years, for between Sugarloaf and the New Hampshire line there is a
series of trail-less barrier mountains, inaccessible and where the construction of a trail would
require very much labor. Fortunately for the Trail activities, however, it was at this time that the
CCC program in Maine was being undertaken. The Trail work was made a part of the CCC
program and the completion of the Trail in western Maine was accomplished by the CCC camps
with the result that the last link was cut in 1937.
This is, in brief, the history of the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which you will find described in
great detail in the very well-known Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which every Trail
traveler should have.
Now, a word as to the topography: The Trail route in Maine is divided into three geographic
sections. The eastern section of 112 miles from Katahdin to Monson is an area of very pleasant,
comparatively easy travel. The route passes numerous attractive lakes, Daicey, Rainbow,
Nahmakanta, Joe Mary, Yoke, West Branch and Long Pond. The major mountains, traversed by
the Trail and which are somewhat distant from each other, below Katahdin are White Cap and
the long axis of the Barren-Chairback Range with five separate mountains. The Trail in Maine
passes through only two towns, Monson and Caratunk. The central portion of the Trail, from
Monson across the Kennebec River to Mt. Bigelow, is a land of much historic interest. Through
here, and along the very Trail route, marched Benedict Arnold's men coming up the Kennebec
and Dead Rivers in their gallant but ill-fated expedition to attack Quebec. The western or third
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section of the Trail in Maine from Mt. Bigelow to the New Hampshire line, for approximately
ninety miles, is indeed a rugged region. All the mountains lie across the Trail route; they are
imposing barriers to the through Trail. This section has been termed the land of the 4,000 footers,
which means for Maine, peaks of very considerable elevation.
Gone, in the western section, are the lakes where the canoeing and swimming made for such
pleasant travel and magnificent views between Katahdin and Monson in the eastern section. The
traverse west from Mt. Bigelow is the most strenuous and requires the greatest exertion. Roads,
however. in western Maine, cross the Trail so that numerous combinations of trips are possible.
The Trail in Maine is assigned, for maintenance, to numerous organizations and individuals,
which are coordinated in the Appalachian Trail Conference.
(HERE SPEAK OF MAINTENANCE OF PARTICULAR AREAS, DEPENDING UPON THE
NATURE OF THE AUDIENCE.)
*** Vermont has a very well-known trail, which follows the length of the Green Mountains from
Canada to the Massachusetts line. It is Interesting to note that this much-publicized trail (known
as The Long Trail), which is maintained by the Green Mountain Club, is only a few miles less in
length than the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
As we shall see, by reason of the availability of the lakes and streams, in addition to the
mountains, and the fact that the Trail route is almost entirely through forest, Maine possesses an
attraction which is not duplicated elsewhere on the Appalachian Trail route.
One further word as to the manner in which this Trail is marked and then we will be on our
journey.
The Appalachian Trail in Maine is a white-blazed Trail. White paint blazes placed fore-and-aft,
like highway markers, in the direction of travel, indicate the route. We will also find board signs,
which give distances and that the intersections are marked by the insignia of the Trail, which is a
four-inch metal marker bearing the A. T. monogram.
Now we commence the journey. We could travel from the New Hampshire line north to
Katahdin, with Katahdin as the culminating point of our journey. However, this evening, we
shall commence our journey at the summit of Katahdin, Maine's outstanding mountain. Katahdin
in itself, as the Appalachian Trail Conference lecture indicates, is a subject for a full evening’s
lecture but, in this evening's journey, we shall restrict the views of Katahdin to the portion of the
mountain which the Appalachian Trail route follows.
And, now, we shall begin our Journey at the summit of Katahdin.
K-78 – ZERO MILESTONE — APPALACHIAN TRAIL CYLINDER — SUMMIT OF
KATAHDIN
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This is the northern terminus of The Appalachian Trail. 'The signs here mark the initial milestone.
Katahdin is just 13 feet less than one mile in height and is the most impressive mountain in the
Eastern Atlantic States. Its literature is more extensive than that of any other single mountain in
North America. Here, on the post, is the cylinder where all Katahdin travelers register.
This is the beginning of our Journey. We are now en route.
When the mountain is viewed from a distance, one would never suspect the real nature of the top
of Katahdin. It is an enormous flat known as "The Tableland", approximately 7 miles long and,
in places, a mile in width. This top is broken rock, covered with the dense dwarfed growth
known as "scrub". This view shows the route of The Appalachian Trail descending Katahdin.
The Trail leads southwest across The Tableland and then down the old Hunt Trail which was
originally cut in 1890. This view shows the route above timberline down the Hunt Trail.
Before we leave Katahdin, we yield to the temptation to view one or two of its most salient
features.
K-46—THE KNIFE EDGE
The sheer walls of the Great Basin make Katahdin a transplanted part of the High Sierra. Seen
from the south or from the Trail route onto the mountain, one would never suspect the existence
of these 2,000-foot walls. At the left is the rounded dome of Pomola, the Indian diety of the
mountain.
K-23--This is the view from the south. Here is the rampart wall, as seen from the flatlands of the
Penobscot West Branch. From here, the mountain gives the impression of a sheer wall or barrier
rising from a forested plain. In early days, a favorite approach to Katahdin was by canoe down
the Penobscot West Branch and then a journey through the forest, as illustrated by this
photograph, to the Abol Slide which came down in 1816. This was the route of the early
travelers to the mountain.
K-292--As one Journeys to Katahdin from the east, the trail of the early pioneers, his course
passes the most attractively-situated Katahdin Lake. From here is a superb view of the east side
of the mountain into three of the outstanding glacial cirques. The mountain suggests a split-open
volcano and one would not suspect the existence of the broad, massive Tableland above and
behind this rim.
K-116-- DOUBLETOP IN AUTUMN
This is taken from the narrow dirt road which passes by Katahdin Stream Campsite on its way
from Millinocket to Greenville.
Me-15-- Here the Appalachian Trail route crosses the Toll Dam, named from its use in the days
of long-log lumbering. In the background is 0-J-I Mountain, which took its name from the slides,
which formed these letters. The 1932 storm washed out this name plate which was formerly very
conspicuous.
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Me-17-- The stream below the Toll Dam is a series of falls. This is Little Niagara beside the
Trail.
K-242-- This is the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge, built by the CCC in order to afford a sure
crossing of the deep, black, swiftly-flowing Penobscot West Branch.
Me-18-- We have spoken of the river approach to Katahdin used by early travelers. This is
immortalized by Thoreau in his book, "The Maine Woods". Here is a view of the majestic,
winding Penobscot West Branch. From the Cable Bridge downstream, it is quite another story.
This is the famous Nesowadnehunk Falls, which have been successfully run by only two Indians.
In the background is one of the classic views of Katahdin, 12 miles distant.
Me-600-- We pause on our Journey to survey the route of our travel as outlined on the map.
(HERE TRACE TRAIL ROUTE WITH POINTER OUTLINING ITS GENERALLY
SOUTHWEST COURSE, HIGH POINTS, ETC.)
K-12 - Some half a dozen miles farther north from the last slide, the Trail route comes out on
the shore of Pemadumcook Lake. Not Katahdin but part of the Katahdinauguoh Range is visible
in this slide. Double Top is to the Left.
K-234 - Here are the outlying mountains, Barren and O-J-I. This view only suggests the
magnificent expanse of the entire Katahdin Range, glimpsed in fall outline from the Penobscot
West Branch Lakes or Joe Mary Lakes, farther to the south.
K-235 -This is view from the same locality but shows how the Lake is marred by dead timber.
This is known as "dri-ki", a term peculiar to the Maine woods — It is water-killed timber as
contrasted with fire-killed timber.
K-227 - After leaving the shore of Pemadumcook the trail climbs gradually over a ridge which
bears the name of Potaywadjo and descends to the well-known series of Joe Mary Lakes. This
was the hunting ground of Joe Mary, a famous Penobscot Indian, who was known as Potaywadjo,
the whale, because of his ability to swim under water. A short blue-blazed side trail leads to open
ridges on the crest of Potaywadjo, a grandstand view from where we look back to Katahdin and
the route we have traveled.
K-254 - Katahdin and the country to the south from the crest of Potaywadjo.
Me-30 – Turning from the point where we looked back at Katahdin to the south, the view is of
the Joe Mary Lakes.
Me-29 - This is Lower Joe Mary Lake which the trail route skirts at the base of Potaywadjo
Ridge.
Me-27 - One of the greatest arts of the Maine woods is the ability to pole a canoe against a
swiftly-flowing stream which, to the novice, seems almost impossible of accomplishment. The
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former proprietor of Antlers Camps [Leon Potter] poles a loaded canoe up Joe Mary Stream,
which was the means of reaching these Camps which are on The Appalachian Trail some 43
miles from Katahdin.
Me-48 - West from the three Joe Mary Lakes, the trail route has little change in
elevation as it follows an age-old lumber road beside Cooper Brook.
Me-47 - A short blue-blazed trail leads from The Appalachian Trail to Cooper Brook Falls, one
of several on this stream.
Me-74 - Forests in Maine are primarily used to produce lumber. In Maine, it is the 4-foot logs for
pulpwood. Occasionally, the traveler comes in contact with these operations, which are of much
interest. Here is an old lumber camp on Cooper Brook where lumber activities have ceased.
Me-21 - Old lumber roads, or tote roads, make very pleasant sections of The Appalachian Trail.
Me-25 - After Joe Mary Lake, the next landmark of importance is Yoke Ponds. Here a narrow
dirt road comes into the woods from Greenville at Kokadjo. This is the first break in the Trail in
the way of a road after a journey of 6 days from Katahdin. This view is looking back east from
Yoke Ponds toward the rounded dome of Joe Mary Mountain, which is passed en route along
Cooper Brook. A four- mile blue-blazed side trail leads to this peak.
Me-222 - South of Yoke Ponds is the massive elongated White Cap Range, rising some 3,707
feet, crowned with a dense growth of spruce and fir. The broken mountain country of Maine is
well-illustrated by this mountain. This view is from an old dam in the tangled wilderness of the
East Branch of Pleasant River.
Me-37 - This is the Maine Forest Service Fire tower on White Cap, rising above the scrub spruce
and fir on the top of the mountain.
Me-86 – On White Cap, as on other bare, glaciated mountains in Maine, are found dense beds of
the mountain cranberry. Another plant, with dark blue berries, which often serve to quench the
thirst of the Trail traveler, is the crowberry growing in matted vines.
Me-36 - The Trail, descending the east slope of White Cap, follows the bank of White Brook.
Beyond White Brook is the deeply entrenched valley of the West Branch of Pleasant River
which has particular features of interest. The approach to this section from the highway is from
Katahdin Iron Works, where at the turn of the century there was a flourishing iron industry. This
slide shows the remains of the old furnaces. Here, half a century ago, was a thriving community
and hotel; now only a few houses remain.
Me 507 & Me-502 - The problem of access to the sporting comps in Maine Is a very real
problem for the proprietors. More and more, people come by plane but this slide shows an
original method — use of a buckboard to reach the sporting camps on Long Pond from the end
of the automobile road above Katahdin Iron Works.
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Me-42 - One of the outstanding features of The Appalachian Trail in Maine is "Gulf Hagas", a
deep slate canyon where waterfalls and fantastic rock formations succeed each other. These are
scenes in the Gulf, reached by a blue-blazed side trail from The Appalachian Trail. In the
background is the Barren-Chairback Range. We shall devote a day to following down the blueblazed side trail along the edge of this canyon, peering down into the gorge and observing its
numerous waterfalls.
Me-41 - This symmetrical falls is known as Buttermilk falls. Seventy-five years ago this was a
much better-known area. The names for the features, which we observe, are those taken from the
Hubbard Guidebook of half a century ago when Gulf Hagas was described in great detail and
much frequented.
Me-45, Me-44, Me-43 - This is one of the features of the projecting rock walls. There are Upper
Jaws, Middle Jaws, and Lower Jaws, respectively, and the Indian Head. Signs indicate the old
Hubbard Guidebook names for the features.
Me-75, Me-73 - Another waterfall in Gulf Hagas.
Me-503, Me-70 - Waterfalls and pools succeed each other in Gulf Hagas. Here is a view of the
dim, dark, winding canyon.
Me-72 - At the east end of Gulf Hagas a side brook, known as Screw Auger, has this twisted falls.
[sic. Screw Auger Falls is on Gulf Hagas Brook, which flows into the West Branch of the
Pleasant River.]
Me-12 – To revert to Appalachian Trail history; This is Walter D. Greene, first president of The
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, who single-handedly, opened up so much of the Trail in eastern
Maine, particularly on the Barren-Chairback Range. Since our Journey in Maine has brought us
to this locality, it is particularly appropriate that Greene should appear here.
Me-65 – Here is a view of Barren Mountain, one of the peaks of Barren-Chairback from Long
Pond. It is difficult to understand why this densely wooded peak should be called "Barren".
We have traversed the fifteen-mile long Barren-Chairback Range and have come through the
level area of Little Wilson River. During our traverse, we observed a curiously arranged pile of
rock where we crossed Little Wilson River. Reference to Loring’s History of Piscataquis County
states that, in 1840, there was a village and a mill here. It was abandoned shortly thereafter and,
with the exception of the old bridge abutment, the forest has completely obliterated the village of
Savage's Mills.
Me-49 - We are emerging from the wilderness into the outskirts of Monson, one of the two
towns along the Trail route. This is where the Trail comes into a dirt road leading into Monson
— this is locally known as the "old Watson place".
Me-50 - This is Monson, the first village encountered on the Trail route in Maine. The Trail
passes through the center of Monson on its way west. Monson, accessible by highway and bus,
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makes an excellent terminus for a ten-day or two-week trip along the Trail south from Katahdin.
Beyond, the route leads west to Moxie Bald Mountain.
Very essential to the Trail traveler is the matter of accommodations. What does the trip along
The Appalachian Trail in Maine require? Must tents be carried for the entire 266 miles? What
public accommodations are available? All these questions occur to the traveler.
As far as obtaining accommodations, the Trail traveler across Maine is particularly fortunate.
While the route leads through an utter wilderness, passing through only two towns — Monson
and Caratunk — the Trail has been located so that at the end of each day the traveler may find
accommodations in what is termed in Maine, a "sporting camp". A sporting camp consists of a
central dining hall and individual cabins. These are attractively located on lakes, etc. The entire
route across the state can be traversed in 26 days, without having to detour more than two miles
from The Appalachian Trail to obtain accommodations. The rates at the camps compare
favorably with other vacation accommodations. The opportunities for swimming and canoeing,
with the elimination of the problems of camping, are welcomed by many travelers. Thus, Maine
is truly unique in the availability of this system of public accommodations.
K-103 - These are Yorks Twin Pine Camps on Daicey Pond at the base of Katahdin.
Me-19 - Rainbow Lake.
Me – 24 - Nahmakanta Lake Camps.
Me – 28 - At Antlers Camp on Joe Mary Lake.
Me-147 - In this grove of pines are the Chairback Mountain Sporting Camps. Here, on The
Appalachian Trail, we are 80 miles from Katahdin. Holman Day, who wrote so much about the
Maine woods, once had a camp in this locality.
Me – 560 - Sporting Camps — canoeing.
Me – 13 - Sporting Camps provide spacious bathtubs.
S-6, Me-4 – MAINE TYPE LEAN-TO. The second alternative method of accommodations is
found in the lean-to chain. A lean-to is a three-sided, open-front log structure. For the Trail
traveler who finds pleasure in camping along the route, these structures provide the necessary
shelter. In all, there are twenty lean-tos in Maine.
The lean-to chain is complete from the Kennebec River west to the New Hampshire line where
these structures are located at the interval of an easy day’s journey. Between Katahdin and the
Kennebec River, there are gaps in the chain where tents must be carried. However, where there
are no lean-tos, there have been designated public campsites, which have the same status as the
lean-tos, that is, exempt from the provisions of the Maine Guide's law, which prohibit the
building of fires by non-residents. Thus, the non-resident Trail traveler in Maine can journey
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across the State, knowing that he is fully complying with the applicable statutes and that his
conduct is not subject to inquiry.
Me-52 - West of Blanchard, with its three or four houses, before the Trail reaches the Kennebec
River, it crosses the very impressive Moxie Bald Range. Its bare ledges afford striking views. Its
blueberries are equally famous. The prominent peak in the right background is Mt. Bigelow, 45
miles distant by trail. In the center is the dome of Mt. Sugarloaf, Maine's second highest
mountain.
Me-53 - From the crest of Moxie Bald, the Trail descends to the long, narrow Moxie Pond,
which is crossed by canoe. Then the route leads over the wooded dome of Pleasant Pond
Mountain to Caratunk and across the highway which follows the east bank of the Kennebec
River. Beyond, the route is historic. It is that followed by Benedict Arnold's men as they carried
their heavy batteaux across the "Great Bend" of Dead River. One is indeed on historic ground as
he passes East, Middle and West Carry Ponds to reach the east base of Mt. Bigelow.
Me-601 - This view is looking west from the East Carry Pond Lean-to on the Arnold Trail route.
In the background is Mt. Bigelow of which we shall see more in the next slides.
Me-56 - Mt. Bigelow has been termed Maine's "second mountain" — that is, next to
Katahdin. It is an enormous range, with several 4,000-ft. peaks, extending twenty miles east and
west. The Appalachian Trail extends along the crest for two-thirds of its length.
This is the Bigelow Range from the west, showing (to the left) the two main peaks (East and
West) and the twin horns (North and South), which are similarly symmetrical and only slightly
lower than the main peak. At the extreme right is Cranberry Peak. The sharp cone in the center is
East Nubble. This view is from Eustis Ridge.
At the north base of Mt. Bigelow is the enormous lake, created in 1949 and 1950 by the flowing
back of Dead River through the Dam at Long Falls. This necessitated some relocation of The
Appalachian Trail at the east end of Little Bigelow.
Me-55 - This is a token of the past. Mt. Bigelow from the peaceful, meandering banks of Dead
River, now flooded out. To the left is Little Bigelow; to the right, the East Peak with a firetower.
Me-58 - This is the East Peak of Mt. Bigelow, one of the twin peaks, over 4,000 feet in height,
with the firetower. To the right is the seemingly level rampart wall of Little Bigelow which the
Trail follows. Its traverse, however, demonstrates that the seeming evenness of the wall is an
illusion; there is much ascent and descent.
Me-57 - Little Bigelow is well illustrated by this view.
Me-59 - Another view of Bigelow’s East Peak. This view is from the West Peak, looking over
Bigelow Col. Bigelow involves very considerable climbing. The traverse is strenuous.
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Me-94, Me-532 - These slides show the Bigelow Range looking along its main axis to the west.
We see here the two major peaks, the East and West, and The Horns and Cranberry Peak near the
western end of the Range. The mountain bulking large in the background is East Kennebago,
west of Stratton.
Me-96 - This is the opposite of the view in the preceding two slides. This view is taken from the
western end looking back over Cranberry Peak. The Horns and Little Bigelow in the center
ground. The view is along the north slope and illustrates splendidly the length of the Bigelow
Range.
Me-60 - Many New England mountains are noted for their high-lying ponds. The Bigelow Range
is no exception. Here is The Horns Pond, as seen to the west from the South Horn. Beside it are
located the two Horns Pond lean-tos. Here, the blue-blazed Bigelow Range Trail leaves the
Appalachian Trail and leads west over the unnamed peak at the far end of the pond, then over
Cranberry Peak in the middle ground and on down to Stratton at the very west base of Mt.
Bigelow. Use of the Bigelow Range Trail permits a traverse of the mountain from the east to the
west end.
Me-61 - Another view of Horns Pond.
Me-535 -With Mt. Bigelow, we have come into the region of the 4,000-footers, as the peaks in
western Maine are termed. As one travels west from the Kennebec River, on the skyline is a long
range of peaks: Bigelow, Sugarloaf, Mt. Abraham, and, in the background. Saddleback. Long has
there been a controversy as to the highest peak in Maine. This was recently settled when a party
of the U. S. Geological Survey determined that Sugarloaf’s bare cone, 4,237 feet, was the second
highest in the State. Five miles south of Bigelow Village is Mt. Sugarloaf; its claim to fame was
unknown until the area was mapped and the elevation determined.
ME-565 - South of Sugarloaf is another outstanding open peak, although off the Trail route. Mt.
Abraham, shown here, is connected with The Appalachian Trail at the Spaulding Mountain
Lean-to by a two-mile side trail. There is a firetower on Mt. Abraham reached by trail from
Kingfield.
Me-103 - Making their way through the dense coniferous section of Trail south of Spaulding
Mountain are the three hikers shown here.
ME-64 - Some of Maine's 4,000-footers from the trail near Spaulding Mountain. The view is to
the west.
Me-539 - Beyond Mt. Sugarloaf and Mt. Abraham, the most striking feature of the Trail is
Saddleback, with a long section above timberline. This distant view shows Saddleback from the
south.
Me-63 - The next slides show a traverse of Mt. Saddleback, seen in the distance.
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Me-111 - A photographer from LIFE magazine traveled extensively sections of The Appalachian
Trail for the article on the Trail which appeared in the magazine in October, 1941. To assist, the
Bates College Outing Club scheduled a trip to Saddleback to pose for LIFE'S photographer. Here
is the Outing Club group on Saddleback's rock slabs.
Me-67 - This is the firetower on Saddleback. The slide shows the extensive open slopes on the
mountain.
Me-68 - More of the Bates College Outing Club on Saddleback.
Me-66 - From the summit of Saddleback one looks northwest to Canada up the valley of Dead
River through which Arnold's men struggled against rising flood waters, storms and winter.
Me-109 - Saddleback also commands a wide expanse of the famed Rangeley Lakes.
Me-540 - On the open rock slabs of Saddleback. This view is to the southeast.
Me-520 - Another view of Saddleback's open ledges.
Me-575 - The flora of Katahdin and its scrub spruce are well known. Here is a mountain-top
balsam fir with its Christmas candle cones, which have been shaped by the prevailing winds.
Me-69 - Saddleback has numerous ponds on its slopes. Two are on the Appalachian Trail. This is
Eddy Pond.
Me-570 - This is another memento of the Bates College Outing Club — LIFE'S expedition to
Saddleback; the bus at the crossing of Sandy River Ponds at Maine Highway 4. We are now 210
miles from Katahdin.
Me-572 - West of the 40-mile section maintained by the Bates College Outing Club comes the
link of 7 miles between the Andover-B Hill Road and Grafton notch. This is maintained by the
Maine Alpine Club of Lewiston and Auburn. It has two lean-tos and a series of waterfalls on
Frye Brook. Its features are the two peaks of Baldpate. Beyond, begins the Mahoosuc Range at
Grafton Notch. This is the lean-to at Frye Brook. We are now approaching the New Hampshire
line.
Me-110 - This is the trail along Frye Brook, up Baldpate, one of Maine's outstanding mountains.
Frye Brook has several spectacular waterfalls named the "Churn" and the "Chasm", etc. It is a
rewarding short trip from Andover-B Hill Road.
Me-573 - A view of Baldpate which, like Saddleback, has extensive above-timber line open
ledges.
Me-107 - This is the summit of Baldpate.
Me-108 - Baldpate is surrounded by a wild, jumbled, mountain area. This is the view south.
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Me-71 - Screw Auger Falls in Grafton Notch at the base of Old Speck.
Me-557 - This is a view toward Old Speck, whose 2,500-foot climb is 1.6 miles, make it the
steepest section of The Appalachian Trail in Maine. Old Speck, (4,177 feet high) was formerly
thought to be Maine's second highest mountain. Measurements in 1940 forced it to yield to Mt.
Sugarloaf. The Mahoosuc's 30 miles of trail beyond Old Speck are very difficult but most
rewarding.
SUNSET
(Show next four slides while using this language.)
Me-80, 78, 79, 77 - Our 260-mile journey has ended. As we leave the Trail route, perhaps our
memory goes back to those initial days of trail travel, the sunsets over the Maine lakes, and thus,
we leave The Appalachian Trail with that memory of the massive bulk of Katahdin, the
illimitable monarch of the wilderness over which it stands guard, and the setting sun in the
fastnesses of the Maine wilderness.
NOTE FOR LECTURER
We have included certain additional slides of outstanding scenic interest which duplicate some of
the localities represented in the Master Collection. These slides can be inserted in geographical
sequence. The titles of these additional slides are:
Me-49

Big Niagara Falls, Nesowadnehunk Stream.

Me-59

Corduroy Road — hard on the arches.

Me-87

Bunch-berry or dwarf dogwood.

Me-500

Sunset.

Me-532

Joe Mary Mountain.

Me-521

Horns Pond from South Horn.

Me-542

Saddleback from Turnpike, Phillips.

Me-21

River Driver’s Grave on Nesowadnehunk Road.

Me-534

The Bigelow Range.

Me-20

Girl and Fawn at Rainbow Lake Camps.

Me-25

Wadleigh Farmsite.
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Me-26

Snowshoes on A. T. - on Nahmakanta Tote-road.

Me-31

Cooper Brook.

Me-39

Fire Sign.

Me-13

Ripogenus Lake.

Me-14

Ripogenus Lake, dri-ki.

Me-530

Falls, Katahdin Stream, on A. T.

Me-16

Little Niagara Falls on Nesowadnehunk Stream.

Me-5

Katahdin from Rainbow Lake Dam.

Me-51

Whitecap Mtn. from West Branch Ponds.

Me-9

Nahmakanta Camp.

Me-33

Flipping a canoe.

Me-6

Molasses and beans.

Me-3

Cook (Dr, Rogers) and parboiling beans.

Me-17

Conference conferees, L to R, Geo. Collins, NPS, Everett Greaton, Me.
Development Committee, M. H. Avery, ATC Chairman.

Me-505

Katahdin Iron Works.

Me-110

Bates Outing Club on Saddleback Mountain.

Me-64

Long Pond.

Me-609

View north over East Carry Pond from Carry Pond Camps.

Me-81

Mt. Blue at Weld.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
By Jean Stephenson

One of Maine's greatest assets is its forests. Although long logs and pulpwood have been taken
from them for two centuries, the woods remain. The mountains still stand; streams still flow in
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the valleys between; the myriad overgrown tote-roads leading hither and yon but accentuate
Nature's reclaiming of her own; and in the "wild lands" is peace and solitude.
Maine's woods have long been famed for fishing and hunting. In the past quarter of a century a
new form of recreation has become popular and here, too, Maine's woods are preeminent. More
and more those compelled to live in cities and towns turn to the woods for recreation. For many
of these, Maine's woods are closer than the forests of the West or of Canada. Further, Maine has
not only unmarked wild areas but a marked and well described route, for through the heart of the
Maine woods runs The Appalachian Trail.
This "footpath through the wilderness" begins at Katahdin and extends south 2,021 miles to Mt.
Oglethorpe in Georgia. It takes its name from the "Appalachian" range which it generally follows,
this being the Indian word for "endless". One-eighth of the entire distance, 266 miles, lies in
Maine. It is not a motor road. It is not a horse trail. It is a footpath, a hiking trail.
The Trail traverses a most interesting section of Maine, one almost unknown to thousands of
visitors who have been coming for years to the Maine Coast. The names of the lakes and
mountains along the route stir the imagination and bring to mind many incidents and legends of
the past.
From Katahdin, Maine's mile-high mountain, the Trail continues by Daicey Pond to the West
Branch of the Penobscot at Nesowadnehunk Falls, a historic spot in the long log lumbering days.
The river here is broad, deep, dark and swift. The Cable Bridge across it was damaged and
rendered unusable last year, so there could then be no through travel on the Trail. Of course, that
situation could not be permitted to continue. The “endless trail” could not remain broken in
Maine. Also, a means of crossing the Penobscot West Branch was important for fire protection.
The restoration is typical of the cooperative aspect of the Trail. The Governor and the Council
approved the project. The Maine State Highway Department did the work. The Great Northern
Paper Company provided some of the funds and tractors for hauling. The Maine Appalachian
Trail Club provided the rest of the funds. Hon. Albert D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner,
coordinated the activities of them all. So this year the Cable bridge once more swings above the
West Branch. Once again one may follow the Trail over the dark rushing waters of the Penobscot
and on to the ledges on the “height of land”, past the long Rainbow Lake to beautiful
Nahmakanta Lake, nestled among the hills.
The wooden snow shoes nailed to a tree on the Nahmakanta Tote-road bring to mind the story of
the trapper whose life they saved. By Pemadumcook Lake, with its weird masses of dri-ki, the
Trail winds on to Lower Joe Mary Lake and then by Joe Mary Mountain, Cooper Brook with its
falls, and Yoke Ponds, up the East Branch of Pleasant River and over White Cap.
Just beyond is Gulf Hagas, reached by a blue-blazed side trail. This chasm, four miles of rapids,
waterfalls, and strange rock formations succeeding each other, was much frequented threequarters of a century ago but is now little known. After reaching Long Pond, the Trail follows
the Barren-Chairback Range, with its five peaks, on by Little Wilson Stream and past the site of
Savage’s Mills, a century ago a thriving settlement, of which the only sign now is the remnant of
an abutment where once there was a bridge.
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Beyond Monson and Blanchard, two of the three towns on the Trail route in Maine, the way is
over Moxie Bald, a most interesting rock mass, thence by canoe “ferry” across Moxie Pond and
over Pleasant Pond Mountain to the Kennebec River at Caratunk. Here is another ferry and then
the historic trail used by Arnold’s ill-fated army on its way to Quebec in 1775 is followed across
the “Great Bend” of Dead River past Pierce, East Carry and West Carry Ponds. Skirting the edge
of the new Dead River Lake, the Trail ascends Little Bigelow and leads across Mt. Bigelow with
its East and West Peaks, The Horns and high-lying Horns Pond. Now comes a region of 4,000foot peaks—Sugarloaf, Maine’ second highest mountain, Spaulding, Saddleback Junior and Mt.
Saddleback’s twin cones. After crossing Maine Highway 4, one enters the wilderness of western
Maine, with Elephant, C Pond Bluff, Baldpate and Old Speck. The Mahoosuc Range is then
followed to Carlo Col, where the Appalachian Trail crosses into New Hampshire.
Tall spired confers, rustling silvery poplars, graceful maples have shaded the way. Sometimes
high on rocky mountain ledges, sometimes skirting swamp lands made by the busy beaver, or
crossing old lumber campgrounds where bears browse on raspberry bushes, there is variety and
interest the length of the Trail.
A unique feature of the Trail is that one may “travel light”. At the end of each day’s journey
there is a sporting camp or a place where one may be met by boat from a sporting camp. So by
advance reservations one may spend the day in the woods and in the late afternoon reach a
homelike cabin. After a swim in the lake, a change to warm clothes and a good supper, an hour’s
quiet canoeing or peaceful rest on the cabin porch is followed by sleep in a comfortable bed. In
the morning, after a hearty breakfast, one may take a lunch, shoulder a light pack containing only
personal belongings and be off down the Trail, knowing that eventide will find him at another
sporting camp. Better still it is to stay two nights at each camp along the Trail, devoting the
intervening day to exploring the attractions of the region.
Of course, the footway is rough and a certain amount of woods experience is needed by those
who follow The Appalachian Trail in Maine. The primary monition is that one should newer
travel atone on the Trail.
The entire route is marked by white paint blazes and has been carefully measured and described
in detail in a 600-page volume, Guide To The Appalachian Trail in Maine. This volume gives
suggestions for planning trips, with specific directions for following the route on the Trail, There
are 13 maps. It is in loose-leaf format, so only those pages applying to the section covered by the
trip need be carried. This Guide may be ordered from the Appalachian Trail Conference, 1916
Sunderland Place, N.W. Washington 6, D.C. (The price is $3.25.)
For these who are to be in the Katahdin area only, that is, north and east of the Penobscot West
Branch, a reprint of the new and expanded Katahdin Section of the Guide (212 pages, 2 maps) is
available at $1.25.
Conceived in 1921, begun in Maine in 1929, initially completed in 1937, The Appalachian Trail
is a volunteer project. Men and women interested in it. Individually or united in various clubs,
coordinated in the Appalachian Trail Conference, have made the Trail. Constant work is required
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to keep the Trail clear, to keep it marked, to keep the Guidebooks and maps up to date and to do
the many things necessary to keep it passable.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club coordinates the Trail work in Maine. The Bates Outing Club,
the Maine Alpine Club, the Wilton Outing Club and several individuals each maintain from ten
to forty miles of Trail, Plans are under way for the inclusion of more maintaining groups,
particularly in the area east of the Kennebec.
In addition to maintenance work, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club issues Guide To The
Appalachian Trail in Maine, the Katahdin Section reprint and miscellaneous literature about the
Trail, and maps. A new two-color map (M.A.T.C. Map No. 4), covering the area from Katahdin
to the East Branch of the Pleasant River, has just been published (35 cents).
While designed for the use of hikers on The Appalachian Trail, these Guides and maps have
filled a long felt want. They are extremely useful to fishermen and hunters who utilize the
marked Appalachian Trail and the Guidebook directions in reaching their favorite spots. As dues
in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club are only $3.00 a year, becoming a member of the Club has
provided a means for sportsmen to make some contribution for the benefit they receive from the
Trail, as well as providing them with a means of learning immediately of any new maps or
guides issued.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club welcomes such cooperation and also welcomes assistance in
Trail maintenance and other projects. But whether or not one aids in maintaining the Trail or in
helping the Club in other ways, use of The Appalachian Trail is available to all who love the
woods.
October, 1950. Signs for The Appalachian Trail in Maine (Ninth Revision)
[In this list, arrows indicate direction indicated by sign or item on sign, if any.]
Section 1
SIGNS FOR
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
(Signs are listed in accordance with sections in
Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. (4th ed.).)
Special signs
on approach trails (not) The Appalachian Trail) to summit of Katahdin
1. At terminus of automobile road at Roaring Brook.
←To Summit of Katahdin, northern
terminus of 2,025-mile Appalachian
Trail (via Saddle Trail)
5.6 m.
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A.T.C.
2. At Chimney Pond Campground.
The Summit of Katahdin is the
Northern terminus of the Appalachian Trail, a mountain footpath extending 2,025 miles to
Mt. Ogelthorpe, Georgia.
The Summit, where commence
the white blazes of The Appalachian Trail, is 2.2 m. via
Saddle Trail, 1.7 m. via
Cathedral Trail, and 2.35 m.
Via Dudley Trail.
A.T.C.
Note: This supersedes Eighth Revision dated August 1948. Note cumulative distances include .2
m. for crossing of Moxie Pond and Kennebec River, respectively. Gulf Hagas sign distances are
from A.T. at 10.98 m. not from Hermitage.

3. On summit of Katahdin*
Katahdin
Northern Terminus of The Appalachian
Trail. A Mountain Footpath Extending
2,050 Miles to Mt. Oglethorpe , Georgia
A.T.C.
4. Same place as No. 3
←Appalachian Trail
Katahdin Stream Campground 5.22 m.
Twin Pine Camps
7.15 m.
Maine. – N. H. Line
269.0 m.
A.T.C.
5. Same place as No. 3
Register here; do not deface signs by
writing .
A.T.C.

*This sign bolted to post; on replacing
need to have signs with holes bored
to meet location of bolt holes in post;
new bolts, nuts and washers needed
in replacement of this sign. Attached
(page 3) is diagram of bolt holes on
posts. In replacing, will need hammer,
ax, chisel, small wrench, brace and bit,
hack saw, screw driver, stove bolts each
with two washers and two screws,
white paint and brush.
An alternative procedure will be to use a
board, which will combine signs 3, 4,
and 5, and which can be bolted at each
corner to existing signs. For sizes of
board, see page 3. Use double nuts and
washers on bolts.

6. Same place as No. 3 (Sign** (typed) enclosed in glass picture frame, made by Dr. L. F.
Schmeckebier in 1944, for use with brass registration cylinder.***)
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It is most desirable to obtain an accurate
**See diagram on page 4 for method
record of the number of people who
of fastening cylinder to post.
climb Katahdin and of weather conditions.
This purpose will be facilitated if each
***See Memorandum of September
person will register carefully, indicate the
5, 1944 (page 5) for method of
consecutive number of the registrant and
maintaining registration cylinder.
state briefly the weather conditions or other
phenomena. The results will be published
in Appalachian Trailway News. This is a
worth while venture and we ask your
cooperation in obtaining an accurate
record and preserving it from injury.
The register is in the cylinder attached
to this post. Please see that top is
securely closed. The Appalachian Trail Conference,
Washington, D.C.
[Following are the two diagrams, copied from Sixth Revision]
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Memorandum September 5, 1944
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New registration cylinder made by Helmke installed on post at Katahdin.
Diagram showing location of bolts in frame of cylinder contained in Katahdin sign folder.
Former cylinder removed.
Notebook, size 8” x 5" left in cylinder. This notebook entitled on cover:
NEW SERIES
BOOK NO. 1
From September 5, 1944
On inside cover of notebook the following was written:
NOTE: This register will be collected by The Appalachian Trail Conference and
ultimately deposited with other Katahdin Registers at Maine State Library, Augusta,
Maine.
Registration statistics are printed periodically in Appalachian Trailway News.
Future books should carry the same legends; be dated and show the book number.
The heading on each sheet is as follows:
Registrant number

Date

Name and address

Weather

Miss Park will obtain and have available notebooks numbered 2, 3, and 4 for replacements.
Definite arrangements for replacing notebooks will be made with parties known to be going to
Katahdin, rather than to be left with York.
A pencil sharpener should be left in the cylinder.
Several pencils were left in the cylinder.
7. At Thoreau Spring (1.02 m.) at
intersection with Baxter Peak Cut-off Trail
Appalachian Trail
Thoreau Spring
←Baxter Peak
1.0 m.
Timber Line
1.38 m.
Katahdin Stream Campsite 4.22 m.
A.T.C.

19a. There is installed on the
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge a notice
which reads as follows:
October, 1950.
NOTE FOR TRAVELERS ON THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL
While the distance from the Penobscot West
Branch to the Rainbow Lake Lean-to is now
Only 8.7 miles, its traverse involves very
considerable climbing over rough terrain.
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8. At junction of old and new Hunt Trails
(3.58 m.)
Appalachian Trail
Millinocket – Greenville Road 1.64 m. →
←Baxter Peak
3.58 m.
A.T.C.
9. At 4 m., where path leads to Katahdin
Falls
←Katahdin Stream Falls
A.T.C.

The extent of exertion required should be
fully appreciated. Travelers, carrying packs
or who start from Katahdin Stream
Campground, are advised to camp at the
Penobscot
West
Branch
Campsite
(upstream). Travelling with insufficient time
or in bad weather or heavily laden will
detract greatly from the pleasure of this trip.
This monition has been placed here to enable
Trail travelers to avoid an unsatisfactory
beginning of an extended trip. Heed this
monition and travel light.
The Appalachian Trail Conference, Inc.

10. At 4.08 m., on south side of bridge across
Katahdin Stream
←Appalachian Trail
Katahdin Stream Falls
0.1 m.
Ledges
0.1 m.
A.T.C.

20. At 3.2 m., Penobscot West Branch (cedar
post), south bank.
Appalachian Trail→
Penobscot West Branch Campsite 0.18 m.
Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail
0.27 m.
Rainbow Lake Camps
6.96 m.
A.T.C.

11. At northeast corner of Katahdin Stream
Campground (5.12 m.), where trail enters
woods. (This is .1 m. nearer mountain from
location of sign No. 12.)

21. Same place as No. 20.

←Appalachian Trail
Katahdin Stream Falls
1.14 m.
Baxter Peak
5.12 m.
A.T.C.

←Appalachian Trail
Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond
3.2 m.
Katahdin Stream Campground
5.13 m.
Katahdin
10.35 m.
A.T.C.

12. At east intersection of A.T. and 22. At 3.38 m.
Millinocket-Greenville Road (5.22 m.)
(Needs Post)
Penobscot West Branch Campsite 50 yds. →
←Appalachian Trail
A.T.C.
Katahdin Stream Falls
1.22 m.
Baxter Peak
5.22 m.
A.T.C.
13. At west intersection of A.T. and
Millinocket-Greenville Road (5.29
(Needs post.)

m.)

23. At Penobscot West Branch Campsite.
Maine Forest Service
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←Appalachian Trail
Daicey Pond (Twin Pine Camps)
Penobscot West Branch
Penobscot West Branch Campsite
A.T.C.

1.86 m.
5.01 m.
5.24 m.

Penobscot West Branch Campsite

14. Same place as Nos. 12 and 13.
Appalachian Trail Highway
Crossing Sign

24. At 3.47 m., junction of NesowadnehunkRainbow Trail and A.T.
←Appalachian Trail
Rainbow Lake Camps
6.69 m.
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
8.34 m.
A.T.C.

15. At Twin Pine Camps (7.15 m.)

25. Same place as No. 24.
Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail →
North Shore, Rainbow Lake
4.48 m. →
←Appalachian Trail
←Twin Pine Camps
3.47 m.
←Katahdin Stream Campground 5.40 m.
←Katahdin
10.62 m.
A.T.C.

←Appalachian Trail
Katahdin Stream Campground 1.93 m.
Katahdin
7.15 m.
A.T.C.

16. Same place as No. 15.
Appalachian Trail→
Penobscot West Branch
3.15 m.
Rainbow Lake Camps
10.16 m.
A.T.C.
Section 2
17. At .97 m., side trail to Little Niagara
Falls.
←Little Niagara Falls
A.T.C.

26. Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail at Horse
Race Brook.
← Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail
←North Shore of Rainbow Lake 2.49 m.
A.T.C.

18. At 1.17 m., side trail to Big Niagara
Falls.
←Big Niagara Falls
A.T.C.

28. At north shore of Rainbow Lake.
Rainbow Lake Ferry→
←Appalachian Trail
4.48 m.
←Daicey Pond
7.95 m
←Katahdin
15.1 m.
A.T.C.

19. At 2.43 m., where A.T. leaves

29. At Rainbow Lake Camps where A.T.

27. Same place as No. 26.
Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail→
Appalachian Trail
1.99 m.
Penobscot West Branch Campsite 2.08 m.
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge
2.26 m.
A.T.C.
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Nesowadnehunk Tote-road.
Appalachian Trail
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge
←Twin Pine Camps
A.T.C.

0.72 m. →
2.43 m.

comes in from Nahmakanta.
←Appalachian Trail
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge
6.96 m.
Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond
10.16m.
Katahdin
17.31 m.
A.T.C.

Section 3
30. Same place as No. 29.
Appalachian Trail→
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Rainbow Lake Dam
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
A.T.C.

34. Same place as No. 33.
1.65 m.
3.5 m.
8.0 m.

Big Spring

100 ft. →
A.T.C.

31. At 0.24 m., in field, junction of A.T. and 35. At 3.38 m., Rainbow Lake Dam.
Doughnut Pond Trail.
Appalachian Trail
←Rainbow Lake Camps
3.38 m.
←Doughnut Pond
App. 1 m.
Nahmakanta Lake Camps→
4.62 m.
A.T.C.
A.T.C.
32. Same place as No. 31
Appalachian Trail→
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
1.41 m.
A.T.C.

36. At 8 m., Nahmakanta Lake Camps.
Appalachian Trail→
Wadleigh Pond Campsite
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
Antlers Camps, Lower Joe
Mary Lake
A.T.C.

2.85 m.
7.37 m.
17.75 m.

33. At 1.65 m., Rainbow Lake Lean-to.

37. Same place as No. 36.
←Appalachian Trail
Appalachian Trail
Rainbow Lake Dam
4.62 m.
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
6.65 m.
←Penobscot West Branch Campsite 9.43 m. Rainbow Lake Camps
8.0 m.
A.T.C.
Wadleigh Pond Campsite
9.20 m. →
Note: In connection with signs Nos. 36 and
A.T.C.
37, there was installed in 1950 a sign with
notebook and requesting registration and
visit to Nahmakanta Lake Camps.
38. At 1.54 m.
←Appalachian Trail

Section 4
44. Where Trail comes within 10 ft. of beach
on Nahmakanta Lake at 5.3 m.
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Wadleigh Pond Campsite
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
A.T.C.

1.35 m.
5.8 m.

39. Same place as No. 38.
←Pollywog Pond
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
A.T.C.

“Sand Beach” - Spring→
A.T.C.
45. At 6.18 m.

.16 m
1.57 m.→

Appalachian Trail →
Wadleigh Pond Campsite
3.41 m.
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
6.18 m.
A.T.C.

40. At 2.81 m. lower left corner of field, 46. Same place as No. 45.
Wadleigh Farmsite.
←Appalachian Trail
←Appalachian Trail
Prentiss Valley Road
Wadleigh Farmsite
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
1.19 m.
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
4.56 m.
Antlers Camps
11.57 m.
Antlers Camps
14.94 m.
A.T.C.
A.T.C.
41. Same place as No. 40.
Appalachian Trail →
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
A.T.C.

47. At 7.3 m.
2.81 m.
7.52 m.

42. Same place as No. 40.
Wadleigh Pond Campsite
(Fine View)
A.T.C.

0.1 m.→

43. At 200ft. from Sign No. 40, at Campsite.
Maine Forest Service
Wadleigh Pond Campsite

Appalachian Trail
←Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to 350 ft.
Mahar Campground
4.55 m. →
Potaywadjo Spring Campsite 7.15 m. →
A.T.C.
48. Same place as No. 47.
←Appalachian Trail
Spring
250 ft.
Wadleigh Pond Campsite
4.53 m.
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
7.3 m.
Rainbow Lake Lean-to
12.01 m.
A.T.C.
49. This sign is to be made as three arrows;
two to point right, one left, respectively.
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
A.T.C.

Section 5
50. At Mahar Campground.

54. Same place as No. 53.
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←Appalachian Trail
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to 4.62 m.
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
11.85 m.
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
←Antlers Camps
1.44 m.
Mahar Campground
4.46 m.→
A.T.C.

51. Same place as No. 50.
Appalachian Trail→
Potaywadjo Spring Campsite
Antlers Camps
A.T.C.

2.6 m.
5.9 m.

55. At Antlers Camps, Lower Joe Mary
Lake.
←Appalachian Trail
Potaywadjo Spring Campsite
3.3 m.
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to
10.52 m.
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
17.75 m.
Katahdin
43.06 m.
A.T.C.

52. At 2.6 m., Potaywadjo Spring

56. Same place as No. 55.

Appalachian Trail
Potaywadjo Spring Campsite
←Antlers Camps, Lower Joe Mary
Mary Lake
3.3 m.
←Cooper Falls Campsite
11.1 m.
Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to 7.22 m.→
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail→
Joe Mary Mtn.
Cooper Falls Campsite
Kokadjo Road
Yoke Ponds Camps
A.T.C.

7.75 m.
7.8 m.
11.1 m.
13.95 m.

53. At 4.46 m., at blue-blazed Potaywadjo
Ridge Trail.
←Potaywadjo Ridge Trail
.8 m.
(Extraordinary view)
A.T.C.
Section 6
57. At 1.77 m., where blue-blazed side trail 65. At Haynes Cooper Pond Camp, on Joe
leads to Haynes Buck Horn Camps.
Mary Mtn. Trail
Haynes Buck Horn Camps
A.T.C.

4.1 m. →

Joe Mary Mtn.
(2,904 ft.) A.T.C.

3.5 m.→

58. Where trail to Buck Horn Camps leaves 66. At 7.8 m., at blue-blazed trail to Cooper
tote-road, at 1.8 m. from A.T.
Brook Falls.
Appalachian Trail
Cooper Brook Falls
←Haynes Buck Horn Camps
2.3 m.
Maine Forest Service Campsite
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A.T.C.

←Potaywadjo Spring Campsite
Pleasant River Campsite
A.T.C.

59. Same place as No. 58.
Canoe Landing

A.T.C.

67. At 11.1 m., Kokadjo-B Pond Road.
app. 0.4 m. →

60. At 2.7 m., blue-blazed side trail to dam.
←Cooper Pond Dam
A.T.C.

0.22 m.

61. Same place as No. 60.
Appalachian Trail
Yoke Pond Camps
11.25 m.→
←Antlers Camps, Lower Joe
Mary Lake
2.7 m.
A.T.C.

←Appalachian Trail
Cooper Falls Campsite
Antlers Camps, Lower Joe
Mary Lake
Buck Horn Camps, Middle
Joe Mary Lake
A.T.C.

11.1 m.
13.43 m.

69. At 13.8 m., on Kokadjo-B Pond Road, at
entrance to Yoke Ponds Camps.
←Appalachian Trail
Yoke Pond Camps
0.15 m.
Pleasant River Campsite
3.25 m.
West Branch Pond Camps
12.35 m.
White Camp Mtn.
14.3 m.
A.T.C.
70. Same place as No. 69

←Cooper Pond

←Appalachian Trail
Antlers Camps, Lower Joe Mary
Lake
Buck Horn Camps, Middle Joe
Mary Lake
Katahdin
A.T.C.

0.2 m.

3.3 m.

68. Same place as No. 69.
←Appalachian Trail
Yoke Ponds Camps
2.85 m.
Pleasant River Campsite
6.1 m. →
A.T.C.

62. At 2.85 m., blue-blazed trail to Pond
A.T.C.

11 m.
9.4 m. →

13.8 m.
16.13 m.
56.86 m.

63. At 3.55 m., blue-blazed side trail to Joe 71. Same place as No. 69.
Mary Mtn.
Standard A.T. Highway crossing sign.
←Joe Mary Mtn. Trail
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Cooper Pond Camp
Joe Mary Mtn. (2,904 ft.)
(rough trail)
A.T.C.

0.7 m.
4.2 m.

64. Same place as No. 63.
Appalachian Trail
←Antlers Camps
3.55 m.
Yoke Ponds Camps
10.4 m. →
A.T.C.
Section 7
72. At 1.02 m., side trail to Little Boardman 78. Where Trail crosses West branch Ponds
Mtn.
Road at 10 m.
←Little Boardman Mtn.
0.7 m.
Appalachian Trail→
(Fine view)
A.T.C.
East Branch Dam
3.9 m.
Pleasant River Campsite
6.75 m.
Yoke Ponds Camps
10.0 m.
73. On Little Boardman Mtn. Trail at two 79. Same place as No. 78.
places (2 signs)
←Appalachian Trail
Viewpoint→
White Camp Mtn. Campsite
White Cap Mtn.
Chairback Mtn. Camps
A.T.C.

1.6 m.
4.15 m.
14.84 m.

74. At 1.3 m.

80. Same place as No. 78.

Appalachian Trail
←Yoke Pond Camps
1.3 m.
East Branch Pleasant River
Campsite
1.95 m.→
A.T.C.

West Branch Pond Camps
Kokadjo
A.T.C.

75. At 3.25 m.

81. Where road to West Branch Ponds
Camps leaves dirt road, 2 m. from No. 78.

←Appalachian Trail
Yoke Pond Camps
3.25 m.
Cooper Falls Campsite
9.4 m.
A.T.C.

←West Branch Pond Camps
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76. Same place as No. 74.
Appalachian Trail→
East Branch Dam
2.91 m.
West Branch Ponds Camps
6.75 m.
White Cap Mtn. Campsite
8.35 m.
A.T.C.
77. Same place as No. 75.
Maine Forest Service→
Pleasant River East Branch Campsite
←Maine Forest Service
Pleasant River East Branch Campsite
(2 signs)

82. At West Branch Ponds Camps at First
West Branch Pond, at start of blue blazes.
←Appalachian Trail
←White Cap Mtn.
A.T.C.

1.6 m.
4.15 m.

83. Where blue-blazed trail leaves tote-road,
0.15 m. from Camps.
←White Cap Mtn.

A.T.C.

4 m.

Section 8
84. At 1.6 m., junction with blue-blazed side 91. Where A.T. leaves White Brook at 7.9 m.
trail.
Maine Forest Service
←Appalachian Trail
White Brook Campsite
White Cap Mtn.
2.55 m.
White Brook Campsite
6.3 m.
Chairback Mtn. Camps
13.24 m.
A.T.C.
85. Same place as No. 84.

92. Same place as No. 91.

←West Branch Pond Camps 1.6 m.
A.T.C.

Chairback Gap Campsite
8.74 m.→
←White Cap Mtn. Campsite
6.3 m.
A.T.C.

86. Same place as No. 84.

93. At 10.73 m. (Pleasant River Road at edge
of old Brown field).

Appalachian Trail→
West Branch Ponds Road
1.6 m.
Pleasant River Campsite
8.35 m.
A.T.C.
87. Same place as No. 84.
←Maine Forest Service
White Cap Mtn. Campsite

←Appalachian Trail
White Brook Campsite
2.87 m.
White Cap Mtn.
7.18 m.
A.T.C.
94. Same place as No. 93.
Appalachian Trail
Pleasant River Road
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Gulf Hagas Trail
Long Pond
←Katahdin Iron Works
A.T.C.
88. At 3.85 m.
White Cap Firetower (3707 ft.) 0.3 m.→
A.T.C.

89. Same place as No. 88.

1.79 m.→
4.11 m.→
5.53 m.

95. Where trail leaves Pleasant River Road
and turns south to ford at 12.45 m.
←Appalachian Trail
Chairback Mtn. Camps
2.39 m.
Chairback Gap Campsite
5.69 m.
Chairback Mtn.
6.19 m.
A.T.C.

←Appalachian Trail
West Branch Pond Camps
3.85 m.
Kokadjo-B Pond Road
14.99 m.
A.T.C.

96. Same place as No. 95.
←Pleasant River Road
Screw Auger Falls Trail
1.13 m.
Gulf Hagas Trail
1.58 m.
Head of Gulf
4.08 m.
North Shore of Long Pond 7.04 m.
A.T.C.

90. Same place as No. 88.

97. Same place as No. 95.

Appalachian Trail→
Pleasant River Road
Chairback Mtn. Camps
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail→
White Cap Mtn.
8.9 m.
West Branch Ponds Road
10.98 m.
A.T.C.

6.51 m.
9.49 m.

Gulf Hagas Trail Signs
98. At junction Screw Auger Falls Trail
and Pleasant River Road, 1.13 m. from A.T.
←Screw Auger Falls Trail
A.T.C.

107. (2.9 m.) Stair Falls→

0.23 m.

99. At east junction of Pleasant River Road 108,
and Gulf Hagas Trail, at 1.58 m. from A.T.

Billings Falls→

←Gulf Hagas Trail
Head of Gulf
2.5 m.
North Shore of Long Pond 5.46 m.
A.T.C.
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100. Same place as No. 99.
Pleasant River Road
Head of the Gulf
1.73 m.→
Little Lyford Pond Camps 4.06 m.→
←Appalachian Trail
1.58 m.
A.T.C.

109. Two dozen small signs, half pointing
right and half left, to be used on Gulf Hagas
Trail.
Viewpoint

101. At 1.65 m. on Gulf Hagas Trail (e. to 110. At west junction of Pleasant River Road
w.).
and Gulf Hagas Trail, 4.08 m. from A.T.
← Hammond Street Pitch
0.13 m.
Gulf Hagas Trail
Appalachian Trail
4.08 m.→
A.T.C.
111. Same place as No. 110.

102. (2.55 m.) Lower Jaws→

Pleasant River Road
←Appalachian Trail
3.31 m.
North Shore of Long Pond
2.96 m.
A.T.C.
103.

← Indian Head

104.

Main Jaws→

112. Where blue-blazed trail leaves Pleasant
River Road for Long Pond (4.45 m. from
A.T.).
←North Shore of Long Pond
2.59 m.
A.T.C.
(2 signs)

113. Same place as No. 112.
Pleasant River Road
←Little Lyford Pond Camps 1.96 m.
Gulf Hagas Trail
0.37 m.→
Appalachian Trail
3.68 m. →
A.T.C.

105. (2.77 m.) Buttermilk Falls→

114. On North Shore of Long Pond.
←Pleasant River Road
2.59 m.
←Gulf Hagas Trail
2.96 m.
←Appalachian Trail
3.67 m.
A.T.C.
Note: Target board painted blue nailed up
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106.

here also

Upper Jaws→

Section 9
115. At Chairback Mtn. Camps
Pond.
←Pleasant River Road
←Gulf Hagas Trail
←North Shore of Long Pond
←White Cap Mtn.
←West Branch Pond Camps
A.T.C.

at Long 127. At 4.93 m., side trail to West Chairback
Pond.
2.36 m.
0.18 m.
3.94 m. ←West Chairback Pond
2.05 m.→
9.40 m. Chairback Mtn. Camps
A.T.C.
11.3 m.
14.84 m.

116. Same place as No. 115.

128. Same place as No. 127.

←Appalachian Trail
East Chairback Pond
Chairback Gap Campsite
Chairback Mtn.
Monument Cliff
Bodfish Intervale
A.T.C.

1.8 m.
3.3 m.
3.8 m.
5.55 m.
16.40 m.

Appalachian Trail
←Chairback Mtn. Camps via Appalachian
Trail
4.93 m.
Monument Cliff
0.62 m.→
Bodfish Intervale
11.47 m.→
A.T.C.

117. Same place as No. 115.

129. At 5.55 m. on cliff on summit of Third
Mtn.
Via Appalachian Trail over Columbus Mtn.
Monument Cliff – Third Mtn.
and Monument Cliff and back to the Camps
First Blaze here 1932 (W.D. Greene)
A.T.C.
←8.5 m.
A.T.C.
118. At .18 m. (where blue-blazed trail joins 130. At 5.65 m., side trail to viewpoint.
A.T.).
To Appalachian Trail
0.53 m. → ←Viewpoint (Benson Mtn.) 100 yds.
A.T.C.
To Sag between Third and Fourth
Mtns.
1.75 m. →
A.T.C.
119. Same place as No. 118.
←Chairback Mtn. Camps
East Chairback Pond
A.T.C.

131. At 6.65 m.
0.18 m.
1.62 m.→

Appalachian Trail→
Chairback Mtn. Camps
1.93 m.→
Bodfish Intervale
9.75 m.→
A.T.C.
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120. At .82 m., where trail to West Chairback 132. Same place as No. 131.
goes off from A.T.
←Appalachian Trail
West Chairback Pond
1.4 m.→
Chairback Gap Campsite
3.35 m.
Chairback Mtn. Camps
6.65 m.
A.T.C.
A.T.C.
121. Same place as No. 120.
Appalachian Trail
←Chairback Mtn. Camps
0.82 m.
East Chairback Pond
0.98 m.→
Chairback Gap Campsite
2.48 m.→
A.T.C.
122. At 3.3 m.
←Chairback Mtn.
(Extraordinary View)
A.T.C.

0.5 m. 

123. Same place as No. 122.
←Appalachian Trail
Chairback Mountain Camps
3.3 m.
White Brook Campsite
8.74 m.
A.T.C.
124. Same place as No. 122.
Maine Forest Service
Chairback Gap Campsite

125. Same place as No. 122.
Spring
30 yds.→
Big Houston Pond Camps 2 1/3 m. app. →
A.T.C.
126. Same place as 122.

133. At 8.78 m., where blue-blazed
trail meets A.T.
←Chairback Mtn. Camps

0.71 m.

134. At 13.65 m. where blue-blazed trail
goes to Long Pond Stream Campsite.
Long Pond Stream Campsite 0.2 m. →
135. At Long Pond Stream Campsite
Maine Forest Service
Long Pond Stream Campsite

136. Same place as No. 134.
Appalachian Trail
Chairback Gap Campsite
10.35 m. →
←Little Wilson Campsite
6.52 m.
A.T.C.
137. Where graveled Dore’s Tote-road leaves
A.T. at 14.38 m.
←Long Pond Dam
←Mountain View Camps
A.T.C.

3.15 m.
3.6 m.

138. At 16.1 m., at Bodfish Farm
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Appalachian Trail→
Columbus Mtn.
Monument Cliff
Long Pond Stream Campsite
A.T.C.

0.7 m.
2.25 m.
10.55 m.

Appalachian Trail
Chairback Mtn. Camps
16.41 m. →
Katahdin
98.26 m.→
←Monson
14.8 m.
A.T.C.

Section 10
139. At Little Wilson Road, 2.8 m.

146. Same place as No. 145.

Little Wilson Campsite
Little Wilson Falls
A.T.C.

0.8 m.→
2.4 m. →

140. At Little Wilson Bridge, 3.6 m
Appalachian Trail→
Jim Whyte’s Lookout
Big Wilson Cliffs
Little Wilson Falls
A.T.C.

147. At 8 m.
0.31 m.
0.72 m.
1.6 m.

141. Same place as No. 140.

Site of Savage’s Mills
(Abandoned in 1858)
A,T.C.

148. At 9.75 m. old lumber campground
(spring 5 yds. left—east).
Appalachian Trail
←Little Wilson Campsite
6.15 m.
Breakneck Ridge Campsite
14.05 m. →
A.T.C.

Maine Forest Service
Little Wilson Campsite

142. Same place as No. 140.
←Long Pond Stream Campsite
Old Stage Road Campsite
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
←Bodfish Intervale
4.9 m.
Monson
9.9 m.→
A.T.C.

149. Same place as No. 148.
6.52 m.
6.15 m. →

Maine Forest Service
Old Stage Road Campsite

143. At 3.7 m., where side trail, blue-blazed,
goes to Jim Whyte’s Lookout.

150. At 12.9 m., junction with Elliotsville
Road.

←Appalachian Trail
Little Wilson Falls
Monson
A.T.C.

←Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
Little Wilson Falls
Bodfish Intervale

1.5 m.
11.1 m.
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A.T.C.
144. Same place as No. 143.
Jim Whyte’s Lookout
Big Wilson Cliffs
A.T.C.

.21 m.
.72 m.

151. At 14.8 m., in Monson, at cross-roads in
center of town.
←Appalachian Trail
Site of Savage’s Mills
6.8 m.
Little Wilson Falls
10.2 m.
Katahdin
112.86 m.
A.T.C.

145. At 4.9 m., junction with side trail to
Little Wilson Falls.
←Little Wilson Falls
A.T.C.

.3 m.

Section 11
152. Same place as No. 151.

155. At 4.7 m.

Appalachian Trail→
Blanchard
5.52 m.
Moxie Bald Mtn.
17.99 m.
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail→
Monson
4.7 m.
Bodfish Intervale
19.5 m.
Katahdin
117.76 m.
A.T.C.

153. In Monson.

156. Same place as No. 155.

Two metal A.T. Highway Crossing signs.

←Appalachian Trail
Moxie Bald Mtn.
13.29 m.
Moxie Pond (Troutdale Cabins) 17.72 m.
A.T.C.

154. At 1.7 m., where Trail leaves dirt road.

157. At Blanchard crossroads.

Appalachian Trail→
Blanchard
Moxie Bald Mtn.
A.T.C.

Metal A.T. Highway Crossing sign.

3.82 m.
16.29 m.

Section 12
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158. At Blanchard crossroads.

165. Same place as No. 164.

Appalachian Trail→
Breakneck Ridge Campsite
3.48
m.
Moxie Bald Mtn. Campsite
9.25 m.
Moxie Bald Firetower
12.47 m.
Moxie Pond (Troutdale Cabins)
16.9 m.
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail→
Troutdale Cabins (Moxie Pond)
A.T.C.

4.76 m.

159. At .87 m., where A.T. turns from county 166. Same place as No. 164.
road.
←Appalachian Trail
Appalachian Trail→
Moxie Bald Mtn. Campsite
2.89 m.
Bald Mtn. Pond Dam
7.36 m. Blanchard
12.14 m.
A.T.C.
Moxie Bald Mtn. Campsite
8.38 m.
A.T.C.
160. At Breakneck Ridge, 3.48 m., near 167. At 15.78 m., at junction with side trail
small lumber camp.
to Bear Brook Landing Campsite.
Maine Forest Service
Breakneck Ridge Campsite

161. Same place as No. 160.
Appalachian Trail
Moxie Bald Mtn. Campsite
←Old Stage Road Campsite
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Bear Brook Landing Campsite 100 yds. →
← Moxie Bald Mtn. Campsite
6.53 m.
A.T.C.
168. Same place as No. 167.

5.77 m. →
14.05 m.

Appalachian Trail→
Troutdale Camps
Pleasant Pond Mtn. Campsite
A.T.C.

1.12 m.
7.1 m.

162. At Moxie Bald Mtn. Campsite, 9.25 m., 169. At edge of Moxie Pond, 100 yds. from
(site of Moxie Bald Lean-to, burned 1946.)
A.T. at 15.72 m.
Appalachian Trail
Breakneck Ridge Campsite
5.77 m. →
←Bear Brook Landing Campsite 6.53 m.
A.T.C.
163. Same place as No. 162.
Maine Forest Service
Moxie Bald Mtn. Campsite

Maine Forest Service
Bear Brook Landing Campsite

170. At Troutdale Camps.
Appalachian Trail→
Moxie Bald Firetower
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Moxie Bald Mtn. Campsite
Blanchard
Katahdin
A.T.C.
164. At Watchman’s camp, 12.14 m.

171. Same place as No. 170.

←Firetower (2,630 ft.)
A.T.C.

←Appalachian Trail
Pleasant Pond Mtn.
Caratunk
A.T.C.

.33 m.

7.65 m.
16.9 m.
135.48m.

4.89 m.
10.72 m.

Section 13
172. Where A.T. leaves railroad grade, 1 m. 176. At 5.75 m. (stream crossing).
from Troutdale Camps.
Appalachian Trail
Appalachian Trail→
Bear Brook Landing Campsite
7.1 m. →
Pleasant Pond Mtn.
3.89 m.
←Pierce Pond Lean-to
9.88 m.
Caratunk
10.52 m.
A.T.C.
A.T.C.
173. At 4.73 m. side trail to Pleasant Pond 177. Same Place as No. 176.
Mtn. tower.
Maine Forest Service
Pleasant Pond Mtn. Campsite
Appalachian Trail→
A.T.C.
Caratunk, U.S. Route 201
6. m.
Kennebec River
6.54 m.
A.T.C.
174. Same place as No. 173.
←Appalachian Trail
Moxie Pond
Bear Brook Landing Campsite
Moxie Bald Mtn. Firetower
A.T.C.

178. At Mosquito Tote-Road and A.T., 6.05
m.
4.73 m.
6.05 m.
10.02 m.

175. Same place as No. 173.
Pleasant Pond Mtn.
A.T.C.

.16 m.→

Appalachian Trail→
Pleasant Pond Mtn. (2,480 ft.) 1.48 m.
A.T.C.
179. At. 11.22 m., on east bank of Kennebec
River, at U.S. Route 201.
←Appalachian Trail
Pierce Pond Camps
3.41 m.
East Carry Pond
10.98 m.
West Carry Pond Camps
17.26 m.
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A.T.C.
Section 14
180. On west bank of Kennebec River on
tree.
←Appalachian Trail
Pierce Pond Camps
3.41 m.
West Carry Pond Camps
17.01 m.
A.T.C.
Section 15
181. At Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps.
←Appalachian Trail
Kennebec River
3.41 m.
Katahdin
150.15 m.
A.T.C.
182. Same place as No. 181.
Appalachian Trail→
Pierce Pond Lean-to
East Carry Pond Lean-to
East Carry Pond Camps
A.T.C.

187. On Pierce Pond Lean-to.
Pierce Pond Lean-to
Latrine→
←Spring
A.T.C.
188. At side trail to East Carry Pond Lean-to,
6.31 m. from Pierce Pond.

0.8 m.
6.42 m.
7.32 m.

East Carry Pond Lean-to
A.T.C.

.11 m. →

183. At junction of Arnold Trail route with 189. Same place as No. 188.
former Dead River route, .33 m. west of
Sterling’s camps.
Appalachian Trail
←Pierce Pond Lean-to
6.45 m.
Pierce Pond Lean-to
.47 m.→
←Kennebec River
9.72 m.
A.T.C.
Jerome Brook Lean-to
10.11 m.→
A.T.C.
184. Same place as No. 183; point east on 190. At East Carry Pond Lean-to.
A.T.
Appalachian Trail→
←Latrine
Pierce Pond Camps
.33 m.
Spring→
Kennebec River
3.74 m.
Pleasant Pond Mtn. Campsite
9.40 m.
A.T.C.
185. Same place as No. 184.

191. At East Carry Pond Camps.
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←Appalachian Trail
East Carry Pond Lean-to
6.09 m.
East Carry Pond Camps
6.99 m.
Jerome Brook Lean-to
16.09 m.
A.T.C.

←Appalachian Trail
East Carry Pond Lean-to
Pierce Pond Camps
A.T.C.

1.11 m.
7.32 m.

186. At junction of side trail to Pierce Pond 192. Same place as No. 191.
Lean-to and old Dead River route.
Appalachian Trail→
←Spring
100 yds.
West Carry Pond Camps
6.28 m.
A.T.C.
Jerome Brook Lean-to
9. m.
Long Falls Dam Road
9.16 m.
A.T.C.
Section 16
193. At 1.19 m., at trail to west shore of East 199. At West Carry Pond Camps (6.23 m.).
Carry Pond.
Appalachian Trail
East Carry Pond
.1 m.→
←Jerome Brook Lean-to
2.82 m.
←Long Falls Dam Road
2.88 m.
East Carry Pond Camps
6.36 m.→
Katahdin
164.16 m.→
A.T.C.
194. Same place as No. 193.
←Appalachian Trail
Middle Carry Pond
.67 m.
West Carry Pond Camps
5.09 m.
A.T.C.

200. Where trail leaves West Carry Pond
Tote-road, at 7.28 m.
←Jerome Brook Lean-to
A.T.C.

1.82 m.

195. Same place as No. 193.

201. Same place as No. 200.

Appalachian Trail→
East Carry Pond Camps
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
West Carry Pond Camps
1.0 m. →
A.T.C.

1.19 m.

196. At blue-blazed side trail to Middle 202. At Jerome Brook Lean-to (9.1 m.)
Carry Pond at 1.36 m.
Appalachian Trail
Jerome
Brook Lean-to
←Middle Carry Pond
.5 m.
East Carry Pond Lean-to
10.23 m.→
A.T.C.
←Bigelow Col. Lean-to
10.57 m.
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←Horns Pond Lean-tos
A.T.C.

13.57 m.

197. Same place as No. 196.

203. At Long Falls Dam Road, 9.16 m.

Appalachian Trail
←East Carry Pond Camps
1.36 m.
West Carry Pond Camps
4.92 m. →
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
← West Carry Pond Camps
2.88 m.
←East Carry Pond Camps
8.16 m.
Little Bigelow Mtn.
5.71 m. →
Mt. Bigelow Firetower
10.07 m. →
Bigelow Village
20.22 m. →
A.T.C.

198. At 4.2 m., junction of A.T. and blueblazed Arnold Point Trail.
Arnold Point

A.T.C.

0.3 m. →
Section 17

204. Same place as No. 203.
This trail involves steep
climbing.

214. At summit of South Horn, 12.92 m.
Appalachian Trail
South Horn
←North Horn
0.26 m.
←Horns Pond Lean-tos
0.59 m.
Bigelow Col
2.47 m. →
A.T.C.

205. At 6.7 m. from Long Falls Dam Road, 215. At 13.01 m., junction with blue-blazed
where trail drops off Little Bigelow with North Horn Trail.
view of East Peak ahead.
North Horn→
←Viewpoint
A.T.C.
A.T.C.
206. At junction of A.T. with former Dead 216. At junction of A.T. and Bigelow Range
River route, at 8.41 m. from Long Falls Dam Trail (13.51 m.).
Road.
Appalachian Trail
Appalachian Trail→
←Bigelow Col Lean-to
3. m.
Little Bigelow Mtn.
2.7 m.
←Jerome Brook Lean-to
13.57 m.
Long Falls Dam Road
8.41 m. Bigelow Village (Maine
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A.T.C.

Highway 27)
Mt. Sugarloaf Lean-to
A.T.C.

207. Same place as No. 206.

6.71 m. →
8.91 m. →

217. Same place as No. 216.

←Appalachian Trail
East Peak, Mt. Bigelow
A.T.C.

1.66 m.

Bigelow Range Trail→
Fine viewpoint
0.28 m.
Cranberry Peak Pond
2.16 m.
Cranberry Peak (3,213 ft.) 3.43 m.
The Cave
4.45 m.
First Ledges
4.60 m.
Arnolds’ Well
4.71 m.
Maine Highway 27
6.67 m.
A.T.C.

208. App. 0.2 m. farther up on road from No. Same place as No. 217.
206, to point each way.
Please register here
Water→
←Water
209. At app. 8.71 m. where route leaves old 219. At west end of Bigelow Range Trail in
road (former Dead River route) on “round Stratton on leaving Maine Highway 27.
barn” trail and enters bushes on trail.
←Bigelow Range Trail
Appalachian Trail→
The Cave
2.30 m.
East Peak
1.36 m.
Cranberry Peak
3.24 m.
A.T.C.
Horns Pond and The
Appalachian Trail
6.67 m.
A.T.C.
210. At blue-blazed trail to Old Man’s Head, 219a. At 16.83 m. end of road passable by
at 9.26 m.
automobile north of Stratton Brook Flowage.
←Old Man’s Head
East Peak, Mt. Bigelow
A.T.C.

0.1 m.
0.81 m. →

211. Same place as 210.
←Appalachian Trail
Long Falls Dam Road
A.T.C.

←Appalachian Trail
Horns Pond Lean-tos
East Peak
A.T.C.

3.32 m.
6.76 m.

220. At Bigelow Village on Maine Highway
27 (west end).
9.26 m.

Appalachian Trail→
Horns Pond Lean-tos and Bigelow
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Range Trail
6.71 m.
East Peak
10.15 m.
Long Falls Dam Road
20.22 m.
A.T.C.
212. At Bigelow Col, 10.45 m.

221. Same place as No. 220.

Appalachian Trail
←Firetower
.38 m.
←Long Falls Dam Road
10.45 m.
←Jerome Brook Lean-to
10.51 m.
West Peak
.85 m.→
Bigelow Range Trail,
Horns Pond Lean-tos
3.06 m.→
A.T.C.

←Appalachian Trail
Follow road east for
Remmick’s Cabins
A.T.C.

0.34 m.
0.12 m.

213. Same place as No. 212.
←Firewarden’s Trail
Stratton Brook Road

m.
Section 18

222. At junction of trail to Sugarloaf Mtn.
and Maine Highway 27 at Bigelow Village.

227. Same place as No. 226.

Appalachian Trail
Follow road west
0.34 m.→
←Campbell Field Campground 0.8 m.
Remmick’s Cabins
0.21 m.→
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
←Mt. Sugarloaf Lean-to
6.14 m.
←Bigelow Village
8. m.
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
7.08 m. →
A.T.C.

223. At junction of Trail to Sugarloaf Mtn.
and Maine Highway 27 at Bigelow Village.

228. At junction of proposed side trail to Mt.
Abraham and A.T., 8.61 m.

Appalachian Trail→
Mt. Sugarloaf Lean-to
1.86 m.
Mt. Sugarloaf
4.44 m.
Spaulding Mtn.
7.13 m.
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
8.03 m.
Orbeton Stream
12.75 m.
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
←Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
0.64 m.
←Mt. Sugarloaf
4.17 m.
←Bigelow Village
8.61 m.
Orbeton Stream
6.14 m.→
Saddleback Mtn.
13.34 m.→
A.T.C.

224. At 1.86 m., at Mt. Sugarloaf Lean-to.

229. (This sign 8/40, nailed to back of tree
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where sign No. 228 is in place.)

Appalachian Trail
Mt. Sugarloaf Lean-to
←Horns Pond Lean-tos
8.85 m.
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
6.14 m.→
A.T.C.

Mt. Abraham Firetower 2 m. app.→
A.T.C.

225. At. 7.03 m.
←Spaulding Mtn.

A.T.C.

.1 m.

226. At 8. M.
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
A.T.C.

230. At Orbeton Stream where Trail meets
dirt road, south of bridge, across stream.
←Appalachian Trail
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
4.78 m.
Spaulding Mtn.
5.82 m.
Maine Highway 27
(Bigelow Village)
12.75 m.
A.T.C.
231. Same place as No. 230

50 yds. →

Appalachian Trail→
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
2.33 m.
Saddleback Mtn.
7.2 m.
A.T.C.
Section 19

232. 150 ft. north of bridge across Orbeton 240. At 10.88 m. at Piazza Rock Lean-to.
Stream.
Appalachian Trail
←Appalachian Trail
Piazza
Rock Lean-to
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
2.3 m.
8.58 m.
Saddleback Jr.
3.62 m. ←Poplar Ridge Lean-to
The Horn
5.57 m. Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to 11.39 m. →
Mt. Saddleback
7.2 m.
A.T.C.
Maine Highway 4
12.35 m.
A.T.C.
233. Same place as No. 232.
Appalachian Trail
Maine Highway 16
9.2 m.→
←Bigelow Village
12.78 m.
A.T.C.
234. At 1.07 m.

241. Same place as No. 240.
←Piazza Rock
A.T.C.

.1 m.

242, At 11.95 m., where road leaves A.T.
and leads across Sandy River Ponds.
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Redington Pond Camps
A.T.C.

0.89 m.→

←Maine Highway 4
A.T.C.

0.4 m.

235. At Poplar Ridge Lean-to (2.3 m.)

243. Same place as No. 242.

Appalachian Trail
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
←Piazza Rock Lean-to
8.58 m.
Spaulding Mtn. Lean-to
7.11 m.→
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail→
Maine Highway 4 (Houghton FireRoad)
4.2 m.
A.T.C.

236. At junction A.T. and side trail just
east of tower, 7.15 m.

244. Same place as 242.
←Appalachian Trail
Piazza Rock
1.17 m.
Saddleback Mtn.
4.75 m.
A.T.C.

Saddleback Lake Camps
A.T.C.

5 ½ m. app. →

237. Same place as No. 236.
Appalachian Trail
←Piazza Rock Lean-to
3.73 m.
←Maine Highway 4
9.0 m.
Poplar Ridge Lean-to
4.85 m.→
Orbeton Stream
16.15 m. →
A.T.C.
238. and 239. (Point left and right)
The Caves
A.T.C.

245. On present Maine Highway 4, at
junction with road which leads across old
highway to ford between Sandy River Ponds.
←Appalachian Trail
←Piazza Rock
←Saddleback Mtn.
A.T.C.

0.4 m.
1.57 m.
5.15 m.

246?. At Maine Highway 4, opposite
Houghton Truck Road.
←Piazza Rock Lean-to
←Saddleback Mtn. (4,116 ft.)
←Poplar Ridge Lean-to
←Orbeton Stream
A.T.C.

5.27 m.
8.95 m.
13.85 m.
16.15 m.

Section 20
247. At beginning of Houghton Truck Road 249. At 6.9 m. from Maine Highway 4.
and Maine Highway 4 (west side)
←Four Ponds Camps
150 yds.
Appalachian Trail→
Round Pond
½ m. →
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to 6.12 m.
A.T.C.
Four Ponds Camps, Long Pond 6.99 m.
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Maine Highway 17

A.T.C.

8.65 m.

248. At 6.12 m. from Maine Highway 4.
Appalachian Trail
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to
Piazza Rock Lean-to
11.39 m.→
←Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
8.18 m.
A.T.C.

250. At Maine Highway 17, HoughtonOquossoc Road (8.65 m.).
Appalachian Trail→
Four Ponds Camps
1.84 m.
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to 2.53 m.
Maine Highway 4
8.65 m
A.T.C.

Section 21
251. At Houghton-Oquossoc Road (Maine 253. Same place as No. 252.
Highway 17).
←Appalachian Trail
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
100 yds.→
Summit
1.18 m.
A.T.C.
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
5.65 m.
Maine Highway 5
10.1 m.
South Arm
12.1 m.
A.T.C.
252. At 5.62 m., where trail leads off to
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to at bog.

254. At Maine Highway 5 (10.1 m.).
←Appalachian Trail
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
Summit
Maine Highway 17
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
←Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to 8.17 m.
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
7.61 m.→
A.T.C.

4.51 m.
8.92 m.
10.1 m.

Section 22
255. On Maine Highway 5.

260. Same place as No. 259.

←Appalachian Trail
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
3.02 m.
Andover-B Hill Road
13.03 m.
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail
←Squirrel Rock Lean-to
2.25 m.
Andover-B Hill Road
7.73 m. m. →
A.T.C.

256. Sawyers Notch, where A.T. meets toteroad to Andover at 2.58 m.

261. At Camp Keewadin, 5.9 m.

←Appalachian Trail
Maine Highway 5
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to

2.58 m.
7.09 m.

Appalachian Trail→
C Pond Bluff
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
Maine Highway 5
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A.T.C.

A.T.C.

257. Same place as No. 256.

262. Same place as No. 261.

Appalachian Trail→
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
0.47 m.
Frye Brook Lean-to
10.75 m.
A.T.C.

←Appalachian Trail
Andover-B Hill Road
7.13 m.
Frye Brook Lean-to
7.43 m.
A.T.C.

258. At Squirrel Rock Lean-to.

263. On Andover-B Hill Road, north of Frue
Brook bridge (13.03 m.).

Appalachian Trail
Squirrel Rock Lean
←Frye Brook Lean-to
10.31 m.
Elephant Mtn. Lean-to
7.53 m.→
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail→
Surplus Pond
3.0 m.
C Pond Bluff
8.73 m.
Squirrel Rock Lean-to
10.01 m.
Maine Highway 5
13.03 m.
A.T.C.

259. At junction of A.T. and C Pond Bluff
Trail (5.3 m.).
C Pond Bluff Trail
1.03 m →
Built by Bates College Outing Club
A.T.C.
Section 23
(Special signs here made by Maine Alpine Club)
264. Same place as No. 263 (on Andover-B 267. At junction Table Rock side trail with
Hill Road), except south side of Frye Brook. A.T.
Appalachian Trail→
Frye Brook Lean-to
0.28 m.
The Churn
0.39 m.
The Cataract
0.44 m.
The Flume
0.57 m.
East Peak Baldpate
3.72 m.
West Peak Baldpate
4.6 m.
Maine Highway 26
7.2 m.
A.T.C.

Table Rock
0.48 m.→
(Extraordinary View)

265. At Frye Brook Lean-to (0.28 m.).

268. In Grafton Notch, 0.44 m. north of
Forest Service Campground.

Appalachian Trail
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Frye Brook Lean-to
←Squirrel Rock Lean-to
10.31 m.
Grafton Notch Lean-to
6.72 m.→
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail→
Grafton Notch Lean-to
Table Rock
West Peal, Baldpate
East Peak, Baldpate
Frye Brook Lean-to
Andover-B Hill Road
A.T.C.

266. On East Peak of Baldpate (3.72 m.)

269. Same place as No. 268.

Appalachian Trail
Baldpate East Peak
←Andover-B Hill Road
3.72 m.
West Peak Baldpate
.88 m.→
Maine Highway 26 (Grafton
Notch)
3.48 m.→
A.T.C.

←Appalachian Trail
Old Speck Mountain Trail 0.44 m.
A.T.C.

0.2 m.
1.11 m.
2.6 m.
3.48 m.
6.92 m.
7.2

Section 24
270. At Forest Service Campground in
Grafton Notch.
Appalachian Trail→
Old Speck Firetower (4,175 ft.)
1.7 m.
Speck Pond Lean-to
3.05 m.
Full Goose Lean-to
7.96 m.
North Peak, Goose Eye
8.93 m.
Carlo Col Lean-to
12.5 m.
Me. – N.H. Line
12.73 m.
A.T.C.

274. At junction of Trail to Tower and A.T.
on Old Speck (2.65 m.).

271. Same place as No. 270.

275. Same place as No. 274.

Appalachian Trail→
Follow Highway, then turn right in 0.44 m.
Katahdin
256.27 m.
A.T.C.

Appalachian Trail→
Maine Highway 26
1.65 m.
Grafton Notch Lean-to
2.29 m.
East Peak Baldpate
5.57 m.
Katahdin
257.92 m.
A.T.C.

←Old Speck Tower
and
East Spur Trail
A.T.C.

272. At Old Speck Firewarden’s cabin (1.12 276. At Maine-New Hampshire line.
m.).
Appalachian Trail→
←East Spur Trail to Tower (Rough Trail)
Maine-New Hampshire Line
A.T.C.
Old Speck Firetower
11.13 m.
Grafton Notch
12.73 m.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

621

Baldpate, East Peak
Mt. Katahdin
A.T.C.

16.65 m.
269.0 m.

273. At tower.
←East Spur Trail to Cabin (Rough Trail)
A.T.C.
For each lean-to, there is to be:

*****

(a) Sign "Latrine"
(b) Sign "Tin cans”
(c) Sign "Spring"
(d) Forest Service Public Campsite sign, reading:
Appalachian Trail Lean-to
Maine Forest Service Public Campsite
Be careful of fire
Maine Forest Service
(e) Waterproof printed A.T. lean-to notice
Note: Reference to Redington Pond Camps omitted from the following signs:
No. 231. “Redington Pond Camps 1.06 m.”
No. 223. “Redington Pond Camps 13.78 m.”
No. 233. “Redington Pond Camps 1.03m. →”
REQUIRED SIGNS
(To be made and installed in 1950-1.)
Section No.

Sign No.

1

1, 3, 4,5, 6 and 7, 12, 13 (To be made by Pryor)

3

30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37

4

38, 39, 41, 42, 43

5

50, 51, 52, 56
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6

57, 66

7

75, 76, 77

8

93, 94, 96, 97

9

122, 134, 136, 138

10

146, 149

12

160, 161 (To go to University of Maine)

15

193

16

199 thru 203 inc.

17

204, 206, 209, 211, 212, 213, 216, 219a

Guidebook Revisions [for 1951 Supplement]
SECTION 9
BODFISH FARM TO LONG POND
SOUTH TO NORTH
Distance______________Miles
See last two paragraphs of preceding Section.
The original route of this Section of Trail traversed the Barren-Chairback Range over Barren,
Fourth, Third and Columbus Mountains from Long Pond Stream to the Chairback Mountain
Camps located at the cast end of long Pond. A blue-blazed side trail leads to the most northern
peak of the range, Chairback Mountain. By reason of intensive lumbering along the Range by the
St. Regis Paper Company, blown down timber and the devastation caused by the bronze birch
borer, with the resulting dead and fallen birch, it became necessary, in 1950, to relocate the
original route and to detour Barren and Fourth Mountain along the north slope. Prior to the
lumber operations, extending over a decade from 1939, the Barren-Chairback Range, with its
five peaks, was formerly an unbroken coniferous forest. As a 15-mile continuous stand of spruce
and fir, this Range was perhaps unparalleled in the state. It was characterized by the somber,
cathedral-like aspect of its conifers, with deep patches of caribou and sphagnum moss.
Lumbering in the bowl on the cast slope, many years ago, which involved the-building of a
railroad by the operator, did not reach to the crest. (Columbus Mountain derives Its nane from
the Columbus lumber Company, which operated on the south slope of the Range.) Commencing
in 1939, the Maine Seaboard Paper Company (later St, Regis Paper Company) undertook an
extensive pulp-cutting operation, designed to cut off the north slope of the Barren-Chairback
Range. The towns affected were T.7 R.9 (Raytown) and T.8 R.9) (Elliottsville). The operations
began at the north end of the Range. During these operations the Seaboard Paper Company
constructed two tote-roads, The first, or ”old” road, passed close to Mountain View Camps and
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1950 – Compiled by David Field – Page

623

extended to the company’s campground on West Chairback Pond Brook, The second, or “new”
road, crossed the now obliterated Mountain View Camps side trail about mid-way between it and
the former A.T, route on the crest, terminating at the St. Regis Camps on the south shore of Long
Pond. A portion of the second tote-road is now used by the A.T. route in detouring Barren and
Fourth Mountains.
Despite the lumber operations, several sections of considerable size of uncut timber remain on
the Range as a memorial to this vanished forest. There is about a mile of uncut timber on Barren
Mountain. There is a long section from the Raytown line north to the summit of Fourth Mountain,
except for a minor break where the obliterated trail from Mountain View Camps joins the A.T.
on the crest of the Range. The South slope of Third Mountain is uncut. There is half a mile of
uncut timber on Columbus Mountain. Chairback Mountain, with its blue-blazed side trail
escaped the operations.
The original Trail was remarked and recleared as the lumber operations progressed. The original
route can probably still be followed through the abandoned section, although travel is extremely
difficult by reason of the small growth, blowdown trees and the use of the A.T. for hauling roads.
A major loss has been Cloud Pond on the crest of the ridge. The lean-to here had been designated
as a public campsite.
The former side trail to Mountain View Camps had permitted breaking this section into a twoday traverse. This can still be accomplished since, at a distance of_____m. from Bodfish Farm,
the A.T. is within 0.73 m. from Chairback Mountain Camps by a blue-blazed route. From this
junction the reminder of the Range of Third, Columbus with the side trail to Chairback Mountain,
can be traversed the next day.
There are two Maine Forest Service Campsites on this section; Long Pond Stream (_____m.),
reached by a blue-blazed side trail of 0.2 m., and Chairback Cap (_____m.). The Cloud Pond
Campsite was at 6.98 m. on the abandoned route.
It is the hope of the Maine Appalachian. Trail Club to eventually restore the route on the crest of
Barren and Fourth Mountains.
Except for the northern end, where the Trail crosses the ridge past East Chairback Pond, this
section was expressly cut for The Appalachian Trail. From Long Pond Stream the side trail to
Long Pond was cut by Lyman Davis, S. S. Philbrick and Elwood Lord.
The traverse of this section, as outlined, in two-days, is sufficiently strenuous. The first day’s
travel to Mountain View Camps is _____ m.. The second, with a side trail to Chairback
Mountain, is _____ m. Travelers should note that the blue-blazed side trail to Mountain View
Camps (formerly operated by W. M. Dore) has been obliterated. Its traverse should not be
undertaken.
(insert for page 395)
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